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O P INIO N s 

Prof C. l\ BISTABLE, h.* Professor i>t Pol it ten) F^onntgr, 

UlitfCElt^ uf Dublin:— 

**It gives mr rtntfA pleelitirr to heur trlimit mi/ tu the eaffgts tun! Stlti ehoun 

% Dr- D. Pttat during hit vt'ttf *\f ttudp in this Voieertiti/. 

41 Dr* Font* wtlh the ap-promf nf lhr lfottni 4 sfiuHricai the preparation of a 
4t 11 lifer $ rtf the Urtmmtirriid Fothifx uf the Mughnh" and nmipirlrd a wane 
of intjmrif that hr had hr gun in India. 1 had full npporivnhfj of raring thr 
tines uf Dr. imwttigatim* amI was impressed by the wide extent 

of liiijj btudk^ Thr material that hr km collected mil he i f great rerviet to 
tiiher xeorkm in the tame jirhL 

11 The Tduvtiwm r epnrtal in favour of the ir mtrtl of the UrgrrV nj Ilwinr 
ift Philmaphft *ut the protend of Jh-, ftm/V presented thr rn in dah/ 

prepared form. 

*■/ mntld with to odd that the via?* r.eprcited Dr. Pant* as tiithmi J'rom 

the hisd.t/ rtf erideti oe thul he hit colter ted utid lifted , tire tittle prudent tin if ruck 
i/i 'soiild he CfiFicilfd h: ttihe r jiudrsit*., 11h sort, h hi* nst*, ••■•fid :• . ■■- . 

itiluiihfs on nm-nunt of jti clear flute meat of f/j anihoFi ^'U'-k 

nerd mtl jpt'uk rtf Id. Pant*i general work its a rajtuhfr simian of 
Ettncwki* / found him to be specially interested to the d{jfimtt ertrrewcp 
fptesiium of the dug m effecting lie bus had eyeriemet n$ a hteinter in 

{jmmrre ittl Jj'rtWMrtici'' 

Dr, BENI PfiASADj U, A. f Hi. b,, p. (Umd*), Heart ofske Etaiinrtfiirnt 
«f pnUlU j ii] Science, University. of AlUhih*d:— 

**Dr. PrfmV COmfmCLlL POLICY OF THE MOGULS throws 
fresh fight UH thr economic annuli of one if the m&vt p hrthlt periods rtf 
Indian Hhtvr\. The fruits rtf his wide raiding and researches skint Id L 
fefrr.n^ all tide tiff if Medieval Judin. 1 hope D , Pont wilt emit til¬ 
ths fzreUent icnrL he heis 'torted." 
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FOREWORD 

BY 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Mesion 

Dr. pinl Imi, allowed nai- to rend tin prwf-abcGti uf his lrc.>tii.e, and 
Iims tnvitcd me In write a foreword to it, I j^ludEy testify to the mdu&tri 
with which, while studying economic* in Europe* Dr. Pant nniJissvd the 
inforrni]t[un which lie \m$ now cotkeMil for publication* His treatise 
provides a mi nr nf fuels about I he trade and product of India during ihr 
zenith cf the Mogul EtiipLrr; and Indian rruundiers in this field lire 
wrUwtr eollidmraton wit h lko*e Eiijr*qmu ^chular* *ho jut hIftjuH 
working it. 

A* hii I i t1 r tin 1 nutlm? lifl* rhiisey <H The Cuimncniat Policy id 11 it" 
Moguls**; hni with equal justice it might have lieen “ How lire Mogul* 
liiid 1 KI 0> EiLinrr i'i;; ! Policy". I or non«- of the four grirnt Emper^v win. 
Ii£urr in the book Imd mij fximstrircfiYE policy for encouraging * r 
extending the commerce ni India: indeed Dr. Pant guvis jh* far as to say 
that ‘the splendour of the Mosul Court was leased nil the niiu r.f tbr 
Nntion^ ei verdict, however, which will probably not pas* without 
nluillejige. Akbar ttitule nome attempt to rectify UxBtion; but lhe 
uireertaipt> ul tbd custom* asseSAmetils and the cruifaltij{ frequency of 
transit dcr-= ivem to have latijcl) neutralized his reform*, With hi-. 
Mdeeessor* there wrk iu> endeavour to ensure tor commerce that freedom 
from InterfereIIre whldti seconding h+ our inridmi cxpcrteiuT, <* the 
hreatb of lt± life. Itw Imndkii]*? were imiumrfublc, for they included. 
sjivh Dr. Pantp ■religious fanaticismi *rn*rw interment inn, official ntalnao 
fclou, fiats of nhe kings run nn poll ting this or that imde and the fixation of 
prices at I his or that level irrespective ot the economic Foret?* working Ui 
the market nnd + finally, the incliiuiiinn of I he lung U* £;<m commercial 
profits For himself.* 

A dynasty Tike that of the Moguls, whusc traditions went all of 
fighting mid conquest of IilileJ, never lc timed the lessen ol Sen Pourer; 
tuid their external uuniomrcr was ncrmancntl} al Uir mercy «f the various 
P.urii|iraii tit vie* which, at dfflere&t Uffies, column tided their ititits. 
Their Internal tumniCrec wa* alenlnl by thi- causr* quoted rLmivCi but also 
by the peculiar industrial «p ml it inn* of the time. Latiuiir ahnundrd, nf n 
*ort; hut the insecurity of travel rendered ii largely Inunobik. It* 
Stiiudund tendency wti.:, Inward" ihe i;s" I htit Jt5 vTuplirymi' iU i In ti 

was more often on the whtmi of thr rich ami |Miwcrfol rniher ttmn nil 
productive work- Another obstacle to tttuit wal undouhtL-diy tin* tack of 
rapitah enhanced by the 1 - cuhnF form of death diitic* which wealthy 


Vi 


merchant* were pnrlktfed to share with tile nob I els, by having the whotr 
%»-f their estates cuiLlbiKilled to iFif Crown Immediately nftt/ thi-ir dratll* 
Filially, there wat the ru markable prince which Dr. Pant describes. In 
thrt epigram Huai 1 iu cbi^c days Trade followed the King'* Even ilir 
lar-s^iny Akbfr, and still imtte w hi* sb&rtrr->l(tlitrd aBeecssors, made 
Ibr emujI.ry\ mnUHeree their own mnimodity, It wd^ open* it is troe* to 
any subjcel la *Urt a new trade; but when it begun to eipniuL t hat* 
ndai'siiK tirt ill for * shore in tht profit*; mid if it still de\ ^lupctl, llif 
Emperor aftpjgil in and mnder it a Royal mnnppotj* Lit tle wonder tbut the 
private trensyry of the Grand Mogul- waied niunuoui, The late 
Mr. Vincent Smith intimated that Akhar left, in coin nnd itores* some¬ 
thing oquiraknt to what SO million sterling would have meant in 
England an Queen Elizabeth's dny: and there, would item to bate been 
no marked diminution of this private wealth until it \yjm drained by 
Aurungzeb^s military timbitliniii. 

De Piiqt'i thesis La the slow and difficult path rif India** induslrie* in 
the past, Under BrahumnLeu 1 Hiuduijmi* "Systems of philosophy mid nol 
priiniipk* of Etvuumlis’ were founded, Under Moslem Role. Hie well-being 
the mnlutude wnfe wtTifiad to the luxury of the few. and the clinmy- 
f cached when Aurougrcb crippled the economic machinery of the 
rtojiitry hy hi* campaign* In the Deccan and by the warfare of His 
bigotry on his Hindu subject*, in spite of till this* it would l>r uti 
interesting study p to which perhaps Dr. Pant may apply himadf on some 
future occasion,, to *ec bow the cottage arts and village indufftric* ot 
lm\m survived the vicissitudes rtf dynaitlm and the tytutnea ol ibi H reat 
It is clear l hat they hail renebrd o high tinge of itere hfHurut huig Ife&rr 
the Moguls ruled ai Delhi. What inu the orjputf&aLbiii which kept Hum 
alive through all the change* in Indian fortune* and rendered them 
available material both for the imIneu-builden of the middle ages and fur 
the industrial Iraiuiibnt which we are witnessing to-day* The cimtinuitt 
of human baud.tmft* and tb- evolution of characteristic ly|ncn tm- 
Ingredient* of historical research in any country. They are of g|teci;ij 
internet In India, because of Ihc Tidiuss of the movement which is 
iwceping them into ihe current of miemalkMul commerce. Dr. Fan! 
describes how this movement was checked ilurLus an important period of 
1 f L din*6 story Seme day In may «hnw us how ,t biu operated during the 
last two centuries. 


M E STO S 


INTRODUCTION 

Tile book i-jf % *Qm Thousand Nights and a Night" opens witfi the fol¬ 
lowing lines: “Verier the works and words of those gone before us have 
become in^lani!'^ anti v samples to men of our modern day, that folk may 
view whai admonishing chanco hefed other folk, and may therefrom take 
warning; and that they may peruse the annals of antique peoples, and 
all that hiitli I Gl ided them, and he I hereby ruled jlolI restrained, Praisi* 
therefore he to Allah who hath made the histories of the Past an admoni¬ 
tion unto the Present. ** 

Hie pages that follow are really "an admonition unto the Presen 1 /* 
Thcv also reveal the pits into which the Great Moguls fell and which wc 
t:an avoid to-day if only vre correlate ihv Sock I) of I hat day with 
present Society. 

I be rnh 1 uf the Great Moguls wa> bated on the following principles; 

(t) Kingship recognises no kinship. The destruction of other royal 
princes was tlicrefore a mauer of course. The son* of the suc¬ 
cessful monarch were however preserved 1 : this rule of extermina¬ 
tion did not apply to them. 

fijJ No law of Succession to the throne- ITcnce wars leading fn die 
destruction of other princes by tht- successful prince. 

fj) "I the State 11 policy. Despotism of the worst kind was the 
Inevitable result* No line ev&r drawn between primte and 
pul die funds. 

f4> King the *o!c legatee. This discouraged thrift as maximum ex¬ 
penditure was maintained by alt officials. Hence no hereditary 
nobility, 

(a) f*sue of f\rmans (signed orders of the King) This multiplied 
chaos in Political. Socsdl, and Economic fields, for no one knrw 
where he stood. Instability wa- great, 

W ^ ]e daughters of thr King were not allowed to marry, as marriage 
was infra dig lor them. Corruption ant) intrigues weir thus the 
order of the day. 

( 7 ) The evu institution of the harem Prom the King to the lowest 
prnm of consequence every one kepi a harem. This increased 
expenditure! tnultiplibd intrigues, increased corrupting ari tl bred 
effeminacy. 

{&) King a Trader Hence very little private intJaiive. Trade foj- 
Jowed the King. 

(n) Belief in the Divine Rights of the King. No vox popali a* all 
criticism of the King was tantamount in blasphemy. 
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and (tii) Religious bias after Jchangii- Disintegration of the Empire was 
tins natural outcome of a wrong policy wrongly followed, 

Su far then foe the Moguls- 

The English have also to learn a few lessons from the Moguls' history. 

The first lesson is u clear perception of the incompatibility of 
Sovereignty with Trade. The impression that is gaining ground 
Itt India to-day, namely, that the Government uf India primarily works 
for Lancashire and Manchester and incidentally for Bombay and Calcutta, 
towers the ethical value of Sovereignty. Even thing depends on the ethical 
interpretation of an institution—be it a Sovereignly or a simple Associa- 
fi$n+ 

The second lesson that must be learnt is the great utility of good 
manners in Asiatic politics. Outlandish manner* forcibly introduced leave 
wounds behind which heal with difficulty in tropical .metrics. And the 
third lesson is one on which stress was laid by their own euunuynu'ft in 
i6d> A.D. No attention was paid to it then and no attention is being 
paid to it now. 

President Meth wold and Messrs. From leu, Breton, Parson, and Born- 
ford wrote on 48th April, 1636. from Surat to the East India Company in 

London as follows-. ... and therefore wee for out parts 

doe hold that in things indifferent il is safest for an Englishman to Indian- 
iie, and so conforming himself in some measure tu the diet of the Country, 
the ordinary phkick of the Country will be the best c lire when any sick- 
ness shall overtake him." * 

"Mendd$lo noticed that hoth Methwold and Fiendeii abstained from 
taking the heavy supper in which the rest of the English indulged 1 f 
How many Englishmen die in India every year of sun-strnke, typhoid, 
enteric, and dysentery from which an Indian is immune? Heavy eating 
anil too much alcohol have carried away many Englishmen in the prime 
of their life. 

To the Indians, the history of the Moguls has great educational value, 
lot there is not much difference between Indian Soviet) in j6oo and the 
Indian Society of to-dav ! Indian Society can be roughly split up into 
the Hindus and the Mohammedans who form its two main pillars. 

Th« Hindus are divided into four main castes: Brahmins, K^jputi, 
Vaishyfts. and Sudras, each of which in turn ts divided mt<> tDHMnctflljle 
nibeastis or sects. Tlic barriers among these minor divisions arc very 
formidable and (insurmountable. 

“Later on, Society grew more complex, a need for division of labour 


| ’ T 1 -- Entjlidi Fattvries Id India UGjt-103®)’' Lj WllLtum FtHtcr, p, no. 
i (Mr) 







ix 


4uust have been acutely fck and that accounts tor the splitting up into 
four main castes. This happened somewhere between 1400-^00 B.C, 

,fc Gradually occupational differences created also social differences and 
becoming hereditary, played havoc among Hindus. 

,H Even after 3,1100 years, lo-dtiy they have not been able in shake* otJ 
the shackles they puc on them. 

4i h seems ridiculous to a tolerant Hindu that even in these days of 
meteoric changes the Hindus have not realised the utter stupidity of 
continuing the farce first started somewhere about T400 R.C- “How 
is it possible to Fit conditions of 1926 A.D. m with those of 1400 H.G.? 

,F We have either to adapt ourselves to changing conditions or withdraw 
from International competition. 

■With the wonderful development of the means of communication. with 
the development in thought, with the changed in out aims and ideals; 
vsn .ire ye! sticking to our antediluvian rules and regulations. They were 
good enough for those times when msm was not much bothered with 
material needs, when one could pleasantly con template life after death, 
when 1 he conditions of Society were static- But are the conditions to-day 
the same as they were aooo years before Christ? If not, [hen how on 
earth can we advance when those social rules are nothing more nor less 
tlian many handicaps to us? We must adapt ourselves to the New 
Order or we must, as we arc dojn^ to-day r stagnate and be wiped out. 

M Tfte tumatural md artificial conditions created hy the Caste System 
must disappear, 

A, In the Yedic age, widow marriage was allowed by law and society. 
To-day „ thanks so the humanising British enactment, it is allowed by bw. 
If is not yet allowed hy society, That Society Moloch will yet feed i>n 
millions of widows before it is reduced to ashes by the ft re that turned 
Carthage imo a field of ashes. 

'"The Mohammedans form as a whole a homager[icons mass though in¬ 
ternal divisions amongst them also exist, yet they are not ^ins5]Hnou^tab3t; , . 
They have greater liberty a> Utr as social laws go. Of late there is a 
tendency .turning them to combine religion with puli ties. And this is mak¬ 
ing their bond of union more suojag und lasting (to the distinct ctwi of 
Indian Nationalism).'* 1 

{lie wretched caste system uf the Hindus was fully esiplorLtd 
by the Moguls. Rajputs were bought over 1 and the Brahmins 
mercilessly persecuted- As. long as the Caste System is not ended, 
and as long as widows are not given their birthright, namely* 10 produce 
children in wedlock, so long there h no hope of a Hindu revival. To 
the Mohammedans n clear lead has hem given hy Mu slap ha Kernel 


1 "Scrfiull&ni * tu- Drvetr>^mm[ In IihUb 1 ’ by D_ Pints, pp. 9^*0** 
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PashiL They must follow in hU footsteps of slay where ihcy ure 5 focuss¬ 
ing their attention nn Mecca and Medina- The communal tension in 
India To-day is more a teflon within the Hindu fold than one due to any 
mis underfunding her ween Hindus and Mohammedans. A compact Hindu 
group oi rwo hundred and fifty mil M mi peoph would turn the understand- 
rh& with the seventy million Moslem group into a real and laMing 
friendship, 

Bui not till the ' B Bclgewarms (Batina Van*)-—right-hand caste" fighis 
with ihe Berecwar* (Ikri Vnm}- 4 eft hand caste" and culls upon Mr. 
Baker, iht President oi the Madras Factory in 1653, to define the por¬ 
tions of towns and disallow processions on forbidden routes I A fusion 
of the ha*; with iht West is nnl desirable, for ;g blending of the culture 
of the Fast with the culture of the Wesi would nor he harmanious. Tlvcre 
is need far both Oriental and Occidental civilisations. Both arc necessary 
for the Larger Humanity. A harmony between Fast and West mu*i be 
established, for Friction is Waste. 

“The Indian h -still, in general, wliat Ju- always was, in .pile of all 
Use profound activities of Europe; and, however forcible the new and 
unprecedented influences now at work upon an in^tiucied minority p one 
can with difficulty imagine any serious change in the mated character of 
the time-hi u?i uired instincts of the vast mass of the people:; nor is it oc 
all cettaitt that such change would be for the better." 1 

May the day soon dawn when India, combining the philosophic u^rh - 
irsgy of ■she Vedas with ■nc: Empire-build Liig groin* of Akbar, tackles her 
great and ever-growing economic problems la the advantage o£ the 
Larger Humanity, 


A Pant 


! "MHbpvuf Iftdia Ufid-er Mohsmimiidcin Rule*' by Slnttdy Lane-Fotlft, 











BOOK I. 


AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF INDIA 
UP TO 1550 A.D. 


..Mon rmni...Di$cox r er T&hitl is truly human w 

twi only wheat is lxMh iii lttdhi r Ptrsh I. Amhm r in Babylon and 
Nineveh. in Bgyf>i' — aye. lit Chin* oho- —ffiiJ OrffrtJdiJ studies still 
fart only lackTUttitf popular — that iPiwy hf \t *rth Very Hiite—hiit Ih ty 
wilf become height io the aitwinmeni uj man's highest aim on 
earth. Ttlut h is h* study man p to know man, and* with alt his 
t^caknesses miji fidlits h to horn It* Jutv man. * (Prof* Max 
Unlit* ¥ * inm igutdl address delivered brfore iho R « A ■ on 
Wednesday, Mawh 41J1- *891.} 


* 





AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF INDIA 
UP TO 1550 A. D, 


The contribution of early Hinduism to the science of Econo¬ 
mics and. Finance is negligible. Trying to trace the evolution 
of Hinduism from the archaic days of the Vedic Period (,;ooo- 
2000 B.C.), we get a glimpse of the happy contented life ot the 
people who were forced to move South-East into the Punjab— 
the land of the five rivers — from Central Asia where the low ferti¬ 
lity of the soil and the growing increase in numbers were causing 
untold hardships to the virile race of the Aryans. 

To the people in those days the Valley of the Indus Wits 
the country of Hindustan, presenting a happy contrast to the 
dull and dreary plains of Central Asia. They, therefore, 
settled down there and took to Agriculture. Being immensely 
superior in culture and organisation to the former inhabitants of 
Hindustan, and being also more advanced in ihe arts of war. 
they easily drove them out of the area they in turn occupied. 

As land was abundant and fertile, they found time to think 
of and discuss things which do not pertain to the body Coming 
in close touch with Nature in all her ruggedness and nudity, 
they tried to interpret her in terms known to them. This at¬ 
tempt to express the Unknown and the Unknowable in terms 
of I ime and Space later on gave to mankind that System of 
Hindu Philosophy which in intellectual circles receives the high¬ 
est praise even co-day. This was not the work of a century or 
so. 1 he germs born on the banks of the Indus grew to matu¬ 
rity on the banks of the Ganges. 

The Vedic period, therefore, synchronises with Indo-Gange- 
tic development. E he contribution of this age could not have 
been a contribution to the science of Economics, for, life was so 
simple and necessaries were so plentiful that the family stage 
of production was amply adequate for nil the needs of men, The 
contribution of this period has, therefore, been to the sciences 
of Ethics and Metaphysics. T he Vedas rich in observation, the 
Upavedas rich irt i hilosuphy were the inevitable outcome of 
this Age of Thought. The ideas above discussed are supported 
by a writer of fame. He says, “The truth is, that the Aryans 








3 


AX ECONOMIC SURVEY OF INDIA UP TO 1556 A.D. 

hi India worshipped— first, as they (eared ; then, as they admir¬ 
ed ; and finally, as they reasoned. Their earliest \ edi-e gods were 
the stupendous phenomena of the visible world : these deities 
became divine heroes in the epic legends ; and they were spiritu¬ 
alised into abstractions by the philosophical schools, 1 I he 
Hindus of that period had no caste system; they Freely ate beef 
used an alcoholic liquor made from the 5 nma plant. They 
wave a high position to women and held marriage sacred. Hus- 
baiul and wife were both rulers of the house ( Damplt ). Widow 
burning was distinctly disallowed, while widow murnage was 
permitted. This Age of Formation, the Vedtc Age, passed 
into the Enic Age which covered six centuries, jooo B C -i^o 
B.C, The most glorious period of the Hindus is this Epic 
Age* When one notes carefully the contribution of this period 
to the world of to-day, not in the science of Economics bul in 
the field of war and in the sphere of Ethics, then alone one can 
form an idea of the moral and mental greatness of those people. 

The “Mahabharat" and its ufishuot the famous "Bhagwad- 
Gita" and the *' Ramayatta” are the works of the supermerr of 
those days who have no counterparts in India to-day. There 
was no need for them to dabble in Economics for .ill their neces¬ 
saries and luxuries were easily available tu them. The growth 
of the artisans, however, was rapid in the Epic age and the 
crystallisation of the Caste nucleus was complete. Its four 
facets, representing as they did then the four great Castes— 
Brahmins. Rajputs. Vaishyas. and Sudras—were adequate to 
imparl dint solidarity to the Society in India which was needed 
for the expansion and consolidation of Society* In die Vedjc 
age, specially in its latter part, the germ of the Caste system 
was visible, but it was based on occupational division of labour 
and not predetermined by the accidents of birth. In the Epic 
age, this monster of a Caste system became a creature of birth 
and not of occupation. 

No writer on the Social History of the Hindus can afford 
to lose sight of this important change in the evolution of the 
Hindus eua Hindus. The deterioration that thus set in was 
magnified many times in the next age of Darkness—the Puranic 
age (1400 B.C, to 700 B.C.)—which really marks die down¬ 
fall of the Hindus. Gradually but steadily the Hindus travelled 
the downward path till they lost the light of Reason. Occasioned 
glimpses of Lhe Rajput ascendancy, the sudden flare-up of the 


1} "Thu Indian Empire 1 " by Sir W, W, Hunter. 
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THE COMMERCIAL POLICY OF THE MOGULS 


Marathas to flash in the pages of the history hut they are so 
lew and tar between* The seed that was visible in the Vedie 
age was seen sprouting ia the Epic age. It grew up to such a 
giam structure in the Puranlc age that life, in its shade, became a 
life organised for destruction. Let us see how this curse blight¬ 
ed the Hindus and how they got branded by those contemptible 
terms with which their forefathers branded the aborigines of 
India with whom they came in contact when they poured down 
from Central Asia into India. We have seen the formation of 
tour distinct Castes in the Epic age, namely. Brahmins, Rajputs, 
Yaishyas, and Sudras. Brahmins were in charge of the intellect 
and conscience of the nation, Rajputs in charge of protection of 
the people and their property, Yaishyas in charge of trade and 
industries, and Sudras were to act as menial servants. A beauti¬ 
ful allegory dearly portrays the Functions of the different castes. 
The allegory runs as follows ; From the mouth of Lord Brahma 
—the God of creation—came the Brahmans ; from his arms 
sprang into existence die Rajputs (the fighting class); from his 
stomach came the Vaishyas (thus the materialistic conception of 
the origin of the Vaishayas is clear), and from his feet the Sudras 
and so menial service was their divine lot. After the inculcation 
of this doctrine, Society could function well* But the shrewd 
Brahmins saw the distant day when their position at the apex 
might be seriously disputed. So, instead of working from a 
purely altruistic motive by destroying root and branch the various 
ramifications of the Caste system and merging the different divi¬ 
sions into one homogeneous whole where labour should be the 
only criterion, they adopted a purely selfish plan, of weaken¬ 
ing (he other Castes and concentrating all effective control in 
the hands of their class. How did lhey accomplish this great 
feat ? They weakened the other Castes by encouraging sub¬ 
divisions and then separating the sub-sects so formed. One 
sub-sect could have no social relations with another sub-sect 
of the same group and the germ of jealousy so assiduously creat¬ 
ed has yielded rich harvests to the Brahmins at the cost of the 
Country. They centralised ail effective power in their group by 
sub-dividing their community and reserving for each group with¬ 
in their community special spheres of work, They did not 
quarrd, among themselves for a long time on account of the high 
ethical value set on all and also on account of the rich booty 
they shared on an equitable basis. 

The Brahmins monopolised all brain work, and they used 
this monopoly for bettering and strengthening their comm uni ty. 
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Brahmins were teachers, ant] as such, they impressed in the peo¬ 
ple of other communities the Divine origin of the Brahmins, 
Brahmins were priests and as such ail die social functions 111 other 
communities must be performed by them. A King "was no Is.tug 
unless he tad received the blessings of his priest. Brahmins 
became law-givers and the laws that they formulated were most¬ 
ly 10 raise the prestige of their class. For example, a Brahmin 
could lake unto himself a girl from any community he liked, but 
if a Rajput or a Vaishya—a Sudra is unimaginable—took unto 
himself any Brahmin girl, he must be beheaded ; a Brahmin 
might kill any man, murder him in cold Wood, he would go 
unpunished, but if a man of any other community killed u Brah¬ 
min, his life had to be taken. 

Being in direct communion with his Creator, a Brahmin could 
absolve himself from all sins only if he, and not the Creator, was 
pleased. To please the Creator—the First Cause—was the Brah¬ 
min's business. If another man displeased the Brahmin—God did 
not count—the Brahmin had the chart of hell in his pocket, and he 
would consign the man to any section of hell he liked. I hi* 
power of playing with the souls of human beings, just as a bad¬ 
minton player pbvs with shut tie-cocks, raised the prestige 
of die Brahmins to immense heights. The one important anti¬ 
social work of that period is GaniT-Puran. where hell and 
heaven are so clearly classified and sins are so categorically des¬ 
cribed, that all one has to do is !<■ shut one's eyes and visualise 
the conditions under which one may live after one lias shuffled 
off the mortal coil. 

The book is worthy of the age of Darkness through which 
India was then passing and a Sntynmuni (Lord Buddha) was 
needed to save I ndia by dispelling existent darkness about Life 
and the Life-to-be. Lord Buddha, Prince of Light, himselt 
saw the light in 633 B.C. From the sixth to the second cen¬ 
turies before Christ, Buddhism fought its bloodless battle against 
the Brahmaivic cult in India. Buddhism, based on the 
sanctity of life, could not tolerate the high-handed atrocities 
of the Brahmins. Therefore, it tried to break down the Brah¬ 
min-made barriers between one man and the other. 

Kings in those days did not favour this new religion, because 
they had no free-will of their own. They were very rigidly bound 
down by the Brahmantc rules and ritualism. As late as die 
enlightened rule of Chandra-Gupta (316 B.C. to 292 B.C. I. 
Buddhism was struggling against adverse circumstances in India. 
The mighty Brahmin opposition, on the one hand, and the non- 
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recognition of this religion by the State hampered the free 
growth of this highly intellectual religion. 

It was only in the reign of the enlightened Asuka (;04 B.C- 
to B.C ) that Buddhism became the State religion. It 
then flourished throughout the length ami breadth of the country 
as the various edict* of Asoka show. Asoka-fats (the pillars of 
Asoka) were fixed in different parts pf the Hindu Empire and 
were also sent out of the country'. 

Bui. unfortunately for Buddhism, the disciples of Buddha for¬ 
got the noble teachings of their Lord, namely, the attainment of 
mrvaka, lliar U to say, freedom from re-births through the com¬ 
plete annihilation of self. Buddhism had nothing to do 
with dogmas and ritualism. When it became the State religion, 
the Buddhist monks were as anxious to inhale the fumes of power 
and riches as the Brahmin priests had been. So, instead of 
carrying on the war with the Brahmins to a finish, they com¬ 
promised with them and thus signed the death-warrant of their 
creed. 

The centuries of traditions Instilled into the minds of the peo¬ 
ple by the B rah manic cult enabled the Brahmins to absorb 
Buddhism Into Hinduism. That Is why Buddhism did not suc¬ 
ceed in India. Buddhism by its compromise became a part of 
Hinduism. Consider Gaya and jagannath. They are essen¬ 
tially Buddhistic centres o£ pilgrimage, but to-day two hundred 
and fifty millions of Hindus worship there. Buddhism, however, 
found a congenial soil outside India, namely', in China and 
Japan. But its position in those two countries is analogous to 
the position it occupied in India after the second century be¬ 
fore Christ. It is tottering and it may be replaced by a new cull 
itt the future. 

Centuries of mal-practices have played havoc with the social 
and economic conditions of China. And to-day China is busy 
in retaining only one head where two exist! 

japan with its compromise with the West has replaced the re¬ 
nunciation policy of Buddha by the aggressively materialistic 
policy of the West and the fate that Buddhism shared in 1 udia 
after its compromise with the Brahmans will he ihc late of Bud¬ 
dhism In Japan. 

So we see that neither early Hinduism nor Buddhism in I ndia 
played any important part in developing the Science of Wealth. 
Society was limited and needs were few, and mother Earth 
feet all her children. Production moved from the individual 
stage to the family stage and then to what is known to-day as 
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ihc Agricultural stage. It did not go beyond the Artisan stage 
till even the latter part of the Nineteenth Century. 

Trade was by barter and was limited to certain specified 
areas. As mobility, hoth occupational 1 —-thanks to the Caste 
system—and spatial—due to uncertainty of life and property 
in the highways and lack of roads and means of communication 
—was not possible, so life (towed evenly. People took delight 
in such abstract thoughts as life after death ; the Soul and its 
functions etc. They liked to 
"Annihilate all that's made. 

To a green thought in a green shade." 

They consequently founded systems of Philosophy and not prin¬ 
ciples of Economics. 

The stern facts of life could not be solved by spiritual doc¬ 
trines alone as they realised when Alexander the Great in 327 
B.C. by his series of victory in India and out of India woke 
them up from their reverie. 

Therefore the first important landmark in the history of 
India as regards its coming in contact with the West is the year 
3*7 B.C. Before Alexander of Macedtin conquered India, 
India was sung by Herodotus as the land where rivers of hone) 
and milk flow side by side. He spoke of India as the wealthiest 
and most populous country In the World, k is a historical fact 
that the Phoenician pilots of King Solomon s fleets "brought 
gold and silver, ivory, apes and peacocks" from India. Darius 
I. King of Persia, by his conquest of the Western part of India, 
established intercourse between Indians and other nations before 
the rise of Alexander in Greece, But Darius I could not bring 
India into touch with the West for two reasons. First, his con¬ 
quest was a weak conquest (more in the nature of a raid than a 
decisive settlement) and second, because of the insatiable demand 
for Indian goods in Persia itself. It was left to Alexander to 
leave his mark on India. He conquered Darius HI and reach¬ 
ed the Punjab. He found several cities on the Indus anti order¬ 
ed Nearchus to survey the coasts from the mouth of the Indus 
to that of the Tigris. Thus he laid open India both by land and 
by sea. By land the route that was follow'eil was through the 
Persian gulf into the interior of his (Alexander's) Asiatic domi¬ 
nions, and by sea the route was to Alexandria through the Red 
Sea. 

I lit- Ptolemies followed the policy of Alexander and establish¬ 
ed an important port on the Red Sea which they named the port 
of Berenice. Goods from India were conveyed to Berenice and 
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thence by caravan to CopLis on the Nile and theoce to Alexan¬ 
dria which became the entrepot of the Indo-European trade. 

Persians were addicted to the Articles-de-luxe manufactured in 
India These artldcs-de-litxe included commodities like per¬ 
fumes, Kmkkwabs (gold and silver threads interwoven in a 
costly specially prepared cloth), musk, cinnamon and other spices, 
niubt’d (hue cotton doth), silk, etc. These commodities were 
sent 10 them on camels from the banks of the Indus lo those ot 
the Oxus, down whkrh river they were conveyed to the Caspian, 
and thence circulated either by land—carriage, or by navigable 

rivers to the various parts of Persia. , 

An Indian embassy was sent to Caesar Augustus in Rome faz 
B.C.-30 B.C.) and tie Emperor admired some of the wonderful 
articles made in India whicn were presented to him by the em¬ 
bassy. ■ 

After Rome won its victory over Egypt, it was anxious to get 
direct from India articles of luxury manufactured there. The 
discovery by Hippalus of the Western monsoon gave Rome what 
she desired, namely, a direct water route to India. Pliny des 
tribes Sndo-Roman trade as follows : "The subject Is well worthy 
of our notice* inasmuch as in no year does India drain nur Em¬ 
pire of less tlian Jive hundred and fifty millions of sesterces 
(£1,400,000), giving back her own wares in exchange, which 
are sold at fully one hundred times their prime cost."‘I 

The West. specially Rome, imported from India precious 
stones *uid |>eails s spices, and silk which last, on account of 
| ndia's monopoly of die article was valued at its weight in gold. 
Spices which included frankincense, cassia, and cinnamon were 
much in demand on account of their use in religious worship 
and in cremating the dead. 

The usual route in those days was from Alexandria to Julio- 
polis. Thence to Coptos, thence to Berenice, thence to Clehkt 
fa haibour at the South-Western point of Arabia), and thence 
to Barace (Cochin), After the partition of the Roman Empire, 
the Red Sea route began to decline. The trade centre shifted 
to Constantinople which became the centre of commerce between 
Asia and Europe on account of the overland route. Persians 
again entered the field and completed the annihilation of the 
Egyptian trade. Constantinople and Persia being frequently at 
war, a need for a new route was felt in Constantinople, 

The wave of Islam at Lhis juncture submerged Turkey, Per- 


1 )''India in die Fifteenth Cemury” by R, H Major, p. VI. 
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sia, Egypt, ant! Spain and thus seat red for Arabs a complete 
monopoly of Eastern commerce. 1 he founding of Busrah be¬ 

tween the imiction of the 1 igris and the Euphrates an the one 
hand and the Persian Gulf on the other hy K halit Omar shifted 
the trade centre thither. Prior to the Arab merchants establishing 
themselves on the Western Coast of India, a Chinese sage Hiou- 
en-thsang came to India, and stayed for seventeen years ( 6 nj 
to 645 A.D.) He travelled over different parts of India, and 
left aii account of his journey. He had no trade mission of his 
own. He came to see the land which gave birth to his spiritual 
leader Sakyamuni (Lord Buddha) and he observed the country 
from the standpoint of his religion. But his observations are 
important for more than one reason, Ihey are free from per¬ 
sona) passions and prejudices and he describes India and the 
Indians just as he found her and them in a purely Hindu atmos¬ 
phere. He describes the country as wonderfully rich in re¬ 
sources and lays stress on the high morals and principles of the 
natives. The inviolability of contracts, the generous hospita¬ 
lity of the people and their God-fearing nature receive their due 
recognition. The route he took from China to India was as 
follows : Liang-tcheon (North-West extremity of China—Kona- 
tcheon—I gon (K $tni i I}—S£un<if 1 - Pt?sh- T h ^ A r^ibs 

made various incursions into India, but mostly with a view to 
plunder and not to found any permanent colony of their own. 
Of the three important invasions of 664 A.D., 711 A .D., and 
977 A.D., the 711 A.D. invasion under Mohammed Kasim is 
the most important because Kasim saw,' the need of founding a 
permanent Arab Kingdom in India. With that in view, he 
extended the Arab power considerably in the interior. He 
would have based Arab conquest on a permanent basis, had he 
not been put to the sword by his master whose suspicion was 
falsely excited against his loyal and faithful servant. With 
Kasim's death departed the dream of an Arab empire in India, 
He was the only constructive Arab genius of his time. 

When Arab merchants established themselves on the West¬ 
ern Coast of India, they rigidly kept out of the Indian trade all 
Christian countries and what little they (the Christians) got 
from India the) got through Tartary. The crusades forced 
open the door and very soon Venice, Genoa, and Florence be¬ 
came important Indian trade centres. Later oil, the discovery 
of America by Columbus in *492 A.D. and the rounding of the 
Cape of Good Hope destroyed the Commerce of Venice and en¬ 
abled the Portuguese to monopolise the Commerce of India. 
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•An important landmark in the history of India is 1458 A.D., 
when Vasco Da Gama presented himself before the Zamorirs of 
Calicut. While these world forces (die Crusades, the rounding 
of the Cape of Good Hope) which were to link the destiny of 
India with Europe and tint with Asia were in the womb of the 
future, India after the fast Arab invasion (977 A.D.) became a 
playground for the savage hordes of the North-West which 
poured down in successive streams. 

Mahmud of Ghazm plundered India several limes and founded 
an empire which lasted up to 1 1S6 A I)., and was overthrown 
by the Afghans of Ghor. After the assassination of Muham¬ 
mad Ghori in 1206 A.D , and the conquest succession of the 
Slave Dynasty which carried on the Government till 1288 A.D., 
the North-West streams ceased pouring into the plains of the 
Indus. 

Ghazni and Ghori had no imperial ambitions. I hey aimed at 
plundering India and enriching their barren countries. The 
number of slaves and the amount of wealth that they carried out 
of this country sounds like a romance to-day, but the whole of 
the wealth that was taken out of this country bore but a small 
relation to the destruction of life and wealth in the country 
UseU. 

Through the little outlet called die Khyber Pass, India became 
a hunting ground for the freebooters of the North-West. No 
Pass in the world has played such a tragic part as this Pass lias 
played in the destiny of India. The following description of 
the Pass will make its position dear : 

‘ 'A little north of latitude 34, a natural cut in the mountains 
runs for a distance of twenty miles from Jamrud on the edge of 
the trans-Indus plain, through the outer range at right angles to 
its axis, to an open spot at Landikhana on the frontier of Afglia- 
nistan. It is known as the Khyber Pass, and its peculiar im¬ 
portance is derived from the fact that it forms a connecting link 
in the chain of connection between the Kabul river valley and 
the plains of India.* tl * 

It is fortunate for India that Ghazni and Ghori, while in India, 
dreamed of their countries and so were not anxious to settle 
down here. The real work of founding an empire on a lasting 
basis was made by Ala-ud-din K hilji who came to the throne 
in 1294 A.D. 

But before we come to A I a-ud-Jin K hilji we have lo take 


L) "India; A Bird's-cye view" by Lord Ronalily I lay, p. 5*, 
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stock of the excellent record left by Marco Polo of the India of 
1271-1294 A D. He found the commerce of India stretching 
from Kubtai Khan's territories to the shores of the Persian Gulf 
and of the Red Sea. He found the shores ami the islands of 
the Indian Sea extremely rich in raw materials. He tells u% 
of the topaz, the amethyst, and the emerald, of the sapphire of 
Cevlon, the diamonds of Gokonda, and the rubies from the 
mountains of Thibet. He says, describing the I ndo- Persian 
trade : "In this country of Persia there is a great supply of fine 
horses ; and people take them to India for sale, for they are 
horses of great price, a single one being worth as much of their 
money as is equal to two hundred livres Journals ; some will be 
more, some Iras, according to the quality. 

Dealers carry their horses to Kisi and Cuomdsa, two aues on 
the shores of the Sea of India, and there they meet with mer¬ 
chants who take the horses on to India for sale. 0 

He also mentions the great demand for turquoises m India 
which were exported from Kerman in Persia and which fetched 
a high price. Even to-day turquoises from Nishapur in Per¬ 
sia are considered to be the best in the world. 

He describes the export from Persia of dry fruits, specially 
dates and Pistachioes, Describing the trade in Hormos. he 
says, "Merchants come thither (Hormos) from India, with ships 
loaded with spicery and precious stones, pearls, cloths of silk 

and gold, elephants' teeth, and many other wares. 

Of Cambaet (Cambay) Marco Polo says, "It produces indigo 
in plenlv, and much fine buckram ; cotton is exported hence , 
there is a great trade in hides, which are very well dressed."** 
"According to Marco Polo, the ships that are employed in 
navigation are built of fir-timber ; they are double-ptanked, that 
is. they have a course of sheathing boards laid over the planking 
in every part. These are caulked with oakum both within and 
without, and are fastened with iron nails. The bottoms are 
smeared over with a preparation of quick-lime and hemp, pound¬ 
ed together and mixed with oil procured from a certain tree, 
which makes a kind of unguent that retains its viscous proper¬ 
ties more firmly and is a better material than pitch " "He 
saw ships of so large a size as to require a crew of three hundred 

1 )"Travels of Marco Polo" Edited by Cooper (Vo!. 1)., pp. Sj- 84 , 

*) "Travels of Marco Polo" Edited by Cordler (Vok I), p. toy 

3>*\4 History of Indian Shipping and Maritime Activity from the Ear- 
liesc Times 8 ' by Radhakunrud MukhcTjee* p- *9** 
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men. and other ships that were manned by crews ot two hundred 
and one hundred and fifty men. These ships could carry from 
five to iix thousand baskets (or mat bags’! of pepper. These 
ships were moved with oars or sweeps, and each oar required 
four men to work it. They were usually accompanied by two 
or three large barks with a capacity to contain one thousand 
baskets of pepper, and requiring of sixty, eighty, or one hundred 
sailors.'* H The glimpse that we get of India prior to Ala-ud- 
ilin's reign is very pleasing. Both on land and water her trade 
activities were expanding and, m spite of the instability of the 
Political Government which was then vested in the last of the 
Slave Kings, we find that Indians then fully realised the utility 
of linking India with other countries outside India. 

Ala-ud-din had, therefore, everything in bis favour, He 
could have built up a lasting empire. Opportunities were very 
much in his favour, more in his favour than they were for Akbar 
the Great. He threw away all his opportunities on account of 
his being a fanatical Musulman. His empire, he thought, de¬ 
pended on the entire extinction of the Hindu stock. This stupid 
doctrine of Ala-ud-din threw open Lhe door of Hindustan later 
on for Babur. Acting on this very’ principle, Aurangzeb— the 
inheritor of rhe vast expanding Mogul Empire—destroyed the 
magnificent empire and threw wide open the gates of Hindustan 
for the British. Ala-ud-din was the first Musulman King who 
conquered the Deccan. The geographical factors in favour of the 
Deccan deterred Musulman Kings from Leading their army there 
and the credit of first penetrating and conquering the Deccan 
goes to Ala-ud-din. Gujarat enjoys an inaccessible position 
lying as it does beyond die great desert and the hills connecting 
the Vindhyas with the Aravalli range. Only by sea is it easily 
approached, and to the sea it owes its peculiar advantages, its 
excellent climate and fertile soil. A Strang stream of wealth 
from Lhe commercial emporia of Cambay. Din, and Surat contin¬ 
ually poured into Gujarat. The greater part of the Indian 
trade with Persia, Arabia, ami the Red Sea passed through 
its harbours. Besides all these advantages, it enjoyed a very 
busy and heavy coastal trade. Its great drawback was the 
Asiatic pirates (mostly the Maloimreosj, and later on it became 
a cock-pit of Lhe Indo-European fights for trade supremacy. 
When Ala-ud-din conquered the Deccan (i 20S A.D.), he caused 


1 1 * J A Hifttnry of Indian Shipping and Maritime activitj from the 
Earliest Times'" by Radhakumud Muktrjce. pp. mi-^s. 
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his title to be proclaimed in the Friday* prayers* He had en- 
graved on coins an inscription after his name the Second A\c~ 
xander,* He organised a universal system of espionage. 

...the transactions in the bazars, the buying and selling, and 

the bargains made, were all reported to the Sultan and were 
kept under control."i J 

His mad policy against the Hindus which sounded the death- 
knell of his empire, and later on of that of the Moguls is cor¬ 
rectly portrayed hy the two quotations given below. " The 
Hindu was to he so reduced as lo be left unable to keep a horse 
10 ride on. to cany arms, to wear line clothes, or to enjoy any 
of the luxuries of life. He was taxed to the extent of half the 
produce of his land, and had to pay duties on all his buffaloes, 
goats, and other milch-cattle."-' 

In hts discussion with the Kazi, he (Ala-ud-din) said. Be 
assured then that the Hindus will never become submissive and 
obedient till they are reduced to poverty. I have therefore 
given orders that just sufficient shall be left to them from year to 
year of com, milk, and curds, but that they shall not be allowed 
to accumulate hoards of property.' 1 *^ 

Such were the inhuman conception of expanding and consoli¬ 
dating the Indian Empire in the time of Ala-ud-din ! Hindus 
were in a ratio of six to one. Six men must be squeezed so that 
one man may have an easy life ! 

Unfortunately for Ala-ud-din, he did not stop at these re¬ 
pressive measures, but plunged madly into the realm of trade. 
He wanted to suspend ihe lavs of supply and demand. “He 
resolved to keep down the cost of necessaries, and enacted that 
thenceforth there should be it fixed price for food. The princi¬ 
pal items were thus fixed in the new tariff; wheat, y-i- jitab 
(nearly jd.) per maw (about a quarter, 2$ lbs.,); barley, tid. 
rice, zth, pulse, 2d.. lentil, id.’ -v He gave orders that the 
Khalisa (crown villages of tile Doab) should pay thqir taxes in 
kind. A list of the carriers of the Kingdom was drawn up and 

1 i"Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule*' by Stanley Lauc-Pootc, 

p, 104. 

O "Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rulr-‘ by Stanley l-amc-Poole, 

p. tu6, 

3>"Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule' by Stanley Ume-Poolc, 
p. ioj. 

*)“ Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule*' by Stanley LiM-Poole, 

pp. tro-tit. 
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ihev were registered. Orders were passed against the corner¬ 
ing of stock. Anybody attempting to corner after the promul¬ 
gation of this order was heavily punished. 

Ala-ud-din’s tie vice to check cheating by short weights was 
worthy of a morbid mind like his. "Inspectors watched the 
markets, and if prices rose by so much as a farthing the overseer 

received twenty stripes."Short weight was checked by 

Lhe effectual method of carving from the hams of the unjust deal¬ 
er a piece of llesh equivalent to the deficit in the weight of what 
he had sold. Everything w r as set down in the tariff ; Vegetables, 
fruits, sugar, oil. horses, slaves, caps, shoes, combs, and needles ; 
and we learn that a serving girl cost five to twelve tankas, a con- 
cubind twenty to forty, slave labourers ten to fifteen, handsome 
pages twenty to thirty, and so forth." 

This was Ak-ud-dm's enlightened regime and this was his 
conception of sovereignty. After his death, there was no man 
who could evolve order out of the chaos left as a heritage by 
Ala-ud-din except a brave officer called Mohammad 1 tighluq 
who founded the dynasty which lasted from 1321-138$ A. D. 
He ruled lor a short time and his son by his idiotic caprices 
brought his dynasty to an end. 

Mohammad* Tughluq, the founder of the Tughluq dynasty, 
realised very well the urgency of some palliative measures for 
his people. But he could not clear his mind of and-Hindu feel¬ 
ings so that what he did merely helped the microscopical minor¬ 
ity of his co-religionists and even that little was secured at the 
cost of the Hindus "Orders were given to reduce the taxation 
on agricultural lands to a tenth or eleventh of the produce, and 
to encourage the tillers to a greater production. The Hindus 
were more heavily taxed, yet not to the verge of poverty,"'I 
After a short reign of four years, he was succeeded by his son 
Prince Jauna who, when he ascended the throne, took the name 
of Sultan-ai-Mujahtd Mohammad-ibn-Tughluq. 21 He was a man 
of culture and destructive ideas. He wanted to introduce re¬ 
forms wholesale at a rapid pace, and anybody w ho would not 
agree w ith him was beheaded or trampled under the feet of ele¬ 
phants- He was hasty, eccentric and diabolically cruel. He 
was extravagant to the limit of madness. He introduced a very 

t)*'Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule” by Stanley Lanc-Pnole. 

pj>. 111-113. 

-tt "Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule” by Stanley Lane-Ponii 1 , 
p. m. 
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oppressive fiscal system. He tried to get five or ten per cent, 
more tribute from lands in the Doab, which lands were being 
rack-rented to an extent unknown even in the history of India. 
He introduced oppressive cesses. He hunted the Hindus like 
wild beasts. Sultan-al-Alujahid Mohammad-ibn-Tughluq's two 
experiments (one in the sphere of Finance, and the other in the 
art of founding a new capital) are enough to secure for him 
a high position in the hierarchy of Bedlamites. 

He was the first to see the advantages of a token currency' and, 
without considering the steps he should take in introducing it. 
he promulgated an order by which copper token currency was 
introduced. The most lucrative business then, was to forge these 
copper coins, and every house became a mint turning out a vast 
number of these coins every day. Gold coins rose to a high 
premium and even at a great discount these worthless copper 
coins, which were exact imitations of the State-issued copper 
coins, were accepted by the people* Sul tan-al-M ujahid Moham- 
mad-ibn-Tughluq immediately passed orders to punish those 
people who refused to accept the copper coins, People were 
brutally handled and were forced to accept these copper coins. 

l then came to the knowledge of die Sultan that every¬ 
body had heaps of these copper coins and that a regular 
steadily growing supply was pouring in from the interior. It was 
not a question of accepting these coins. Everybody was anxious 
to parr with them. He immediately decreed that the State 
will accept token copper coins and give in exchange full value 
gold coins. The treasury was opened and the rush for exchange 
was so great that manv lives were lost and the treasury was 
ultimately so depleted of its gold that it had to be closed. Copper 
coins, mountains high, were seen piled up in the City which no¬ 
body cared to touch They were "mere clods of earth," as a 
writer says. Another inglorious attempt of his was to transfer 
the capital from Delhi to Devagiri, a place near Poona which 
he named Daulatabad. The distance was seven hundred miles 
and the means of transportation were extremely bad and insuffi¬ 
cient. The Delhi of those days was a much larger place than 
the Delhi of to-day and yet the Sultan wanted the people of 
Delhi to move en masse to Daulatabad, an attempt nothing short 
of madness I Many died on the way and the few who reached 
Daulatabad died later on. Truly, "the new capital became the 
nucleus of the cemeteries of the exiles." 1 * 

i) ’'M^diatval India under Mohammedan Rule” by Stanley Lane-Poole, 
P ija 
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VYhen the Sultan realised the gravity of the situation, namely, 
the willingness of the people to turn Daulatahyd into a cemetery, 
he ordered the people (O turn back. To go back seven hundred 
miles when they had neither the strength nor the means to cover 
seven mites! They were, however, obliged to, anti nearly all 
perished on their return way. Delhi was depopulated in order 
to found a cemetery in Daulatabad !! ! 

To the credit of his successor Firoz is the construction of a 
double system of canals, from the Jumna and the Sutlej. *The 
old Jumna canal' to this day supplies the district with irrigation 
along two hundred miles of its ancient course and now brings 
water to Delhi. But he was tarred with the same brush as the 
mad Tughluq. He was anti-Hindu. He taxed the Brahmins 
heavily and rigorously realised the poll-tax (/irya). After his 
death cmne the era of Provincial Dynasties : Saiyvads and Lo- 
dis, on the one hand, and Hindu rajas, on the other, effete in¬ 
efficient men who were more anxious to give free play to the 
animal instinrts that dominated them and governed all their 
actions than to found an empire. Buhlol Lodi in 1451 founded 
the Lodi Dynasty after ending the effeminate government of the 
Saiyyads, The credit of restoring vigour to the collapsing em¬ 
pire goes to Ibrahim w r ho met his fate like a true King at Pani- 
pat on April 2 r, 1526 His star was outshone by the brilliant 
star of Babur. 

But before we come to Babur we should like to give a glimpse 
of India as others saw her. We will hurriedly go through the 
reports of the various travellers who came to I ndia prior to the 
coming of Babur. 

Trade features of India prior to Moguls as described by vari¬ 
ous foreign travellers 0} fame . 

Marco Polo, who visited India in the latter part of the 13th 
century, describes the Pearl Fishery in the Gulf of Mannar {in 
the Coromandel coast; and the excellent way in which it was 
ihen being* carried on. "The people ot Maabar / 1 says Marco 
J olu p were horn traders. Pa rent s, when their boys were 
thirteen years of age, sent them out to earn their living as traders t 
giving them a small sum—twenty or thirty groats—to start 
with, J he juvenile capitalists worn about all day buying and 
selling „ bringing home the food they earned tor their mothers 
to cook, blit not eating a scrap at their father’s expense. At 
the time of the pearl fishery they ran to che beach, while the big 
merchants sheltered themselves in their houses from the hoi sun, 
and hough 1 from the fishermen a few pearls—five or six, accord- 
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mg to their means. Then they brought the pearls to the mer¬ 
chants and sold them again at a profit—after the usual haggling, 
bo they were trained 'to be very dexterous and keen traders.' 
Evidently the Vaisyai; of Southern India had a very practical 
system of commercial education, and, as they had a great repu¬ 
tation for honesty and truthfulness, it cannot be said that either 
or West has advanced much in that direction since that 

time. 

Marco Polo gives further particulars of ihe trailing commu¬ 
nity of Southern India, and shows that in the thirteenth century 
the country still maintained its ancient reputation as one of the 
chiet marts of Asia. In the Telugu country were made the 
nnest muslins and ocher costly fabrics. "In sooth they look 
like tissue of spider's web I There is no King or Queen in the 
world hut might be glad to wear them The people have also 
ihi- larges! sheep in the world, atu! great abundance of all the 
necessaries of life." 

1 On the Malabar coast there was, as there had been trum 
lime immemorial, a great Lra.de in jiepper, ginger, and other 
spices, as well as dye-stuffs, such as indigo and brazil wood ; 
merchants came from Southern China, Arabia, and the Levant 
to obtain cargoes of these commodities. " !l 

It is very extraordinary that the description of the Pearl 
Fishery and of the juvenile capitalists given by Marco Polo about 
the end of the thirteenth century reads like a narration of the 
happenings in India to-day—the year ot Grace 1927. Pearl 
Fishing is being carried on round Colombo exactly on the same 
lines. The centre of the Pearl Fishery has changed from 
M an bar to Colombo as the Maabar Fishery is exhausted. 
The system of juvenile capitalists is being followed to the letter 
by the MarwareeS (Vaishyas) in India They do nor believe in 
education and so they start their boys at an early age in their 
commercial career. A few rupees and a real communal backing 
— that is all that the Marwaroe boy gets. Slowly but steadily 
he pushes Ins way up and dies a millionaire. To-day. the Mar- 
itutee class has monopolised the liquid cash of the country and 
the Bombay and the Calcutta markets go up aiui down at the 
smile am! frown of these illiterate Mant/arees. Onlv their "great 
f pu tat ion for hones rv and truthfulness" has vanished ! It may 
I e due to their contact with the advanced nations of the West, 
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They have assimilated the westerners' weaknesses without mak¬ 
ing an effort to imbibe their virtues. 

“Marco Polo had much to say oi Indian merchants in Guze- 
r.n —those of the Vaisya caste who wore the sacred thread. He 
praised them as being the best ami most truthful in the world, A 
foreign mrrch-mt could safely entrust his goods to them For sale, 
and they would 'sell them in the most loyal manner, seeking zea¬ 
lously the profit of the foreigner and asking no commission ex¬ 
cept what he pleases to bestow,* (Yule's Marco Polo. VoJ, II 
p- 563), But they were as superstitious as the rest of the peo¬ 
ple and regulated ajl their actions by the observation of signs 
and omens. No business could be done except on the day ami 
hour they found propitious for it. They had a short ami easy 
way 01 collecting debts which were overdue. The creditor when 
be met bis debtor had only to draw* a circle round him unawares, 
and the latter would not dare to pass outside of it without the 
creditor's leave for fear of the penalty of the law. Marco 
Polo witnessed an incident in which a Raja who owed a foreign 
merchant a certain sum of money was thus compelled to satisfy 
the claim/ * 1 The next traveller of repute who came to India 
in 1324 A D., was Mohammad Ibn Abdullah alios Ibn Batura. 
His description of India tallies with that of Marco Polo, so there 
is no need for repeating what he thought of India, specially as 
useful information from Marco Polo has already been quoted at 
length, Ibn Battuta clearly described the postal system as 11 
prevailed then, ''There are in Hindustan two kinds of couri¬ 
ers; horse and foot : these they generally term El Wolak. The 
horse courier, which is part of the Sultan’s cavalry, b stationed 
at the distance of every four miles. As tn the foot couriers, 
there will be one at the distance of every mile, occupying three 
(consecutive) stations, which they term El Davak, and making 
(in the whole) three miles ; so that there is, at the distance of 
every three miles, an inhabited village : and without this, three 
sentry-boxes, in which the couriers sit, prepared for motion, with 
their tains girded. In the hand of each is a whip about two 
cubits long, and upon the head of this are small bells. When¬ 
ever, therefore.-, one of the couriers leaves any city, he takes his 
despatches in the one bind, and the whip which he constantly 
keeps shaking in the other. In this manner he proceeds to the 
nearest foot-courier ; and, as he approaches, he shakes his whip. 


1)'*The History of Aryan Rule in India' 1 by E, B. Havell, p. 36- 
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Upon this outcomes another* who taken die despatches, and so 
proceeds 10 the next. 1 '*' 

Even to-day a similar system is m vogue in some parts of 1 ndia. 
Despatches from Kathgodam, a railway terminus sixty miles off 
Bareilly in the I'nited Provinces of Agra and Oudh. are sent to 
Almora or further interior hy these FA il itinfcv who carry des¬ 
patches in one hand and a stick — this stick has pointed iron .it 
one end and ujion its head -ire small belts—in the other which 
they keep constantly shaking At every ten miles or so. there 
.ire foot -couriers to whom they announce their approach bv vio¬ 
lently shaking their stick. M Upon this out comes another, who 
rakes the despatches, ami su proceeds to the next." What a 
close similarity between the India of 1324 A.D. and the India 
of 1927 A.D. r With this difference, that it was universal then, 
and is rare now I bn Batata classified the ships of India 
as junks (Greatest ship), Za-ass. (Middling sire), and Kakau 
(least swe) and described the sails as being made of cane reeds 
woven together like a mat, 

Ntcolu dc Conti, a V enetian who resided in Damascus, has 
left a valuable record of India, for, he came to this country and 
travelled a good deaf (1420-14441, He left Damascus, came to 
Baghdad and from ihcre to Basra and thence to Ormuz and 
thence m Cambay He mem tons the sardonyxes that were 
found in Cambay anil the pepper, lac. ginger, cinnamon, myro- 
btilans, and zedoary of Calicut, He went further east to the 
PHUipines group and speaks of Batcch I Batta ix., Sumatra| 
as a country where human heads were used as currency. Prob¬ 
ably a unique currency even for the savage tribe of Sumatra I 
He divides India into three divisions : f irst, extending from 
Persia to the Indus ; second, from the Indus to the Ganges ; 
and third, all that is beyond, ix.. the Deccan. He speaks 
of the great Prohibitionist country of India . ..for through¬ 

out all India there are no vines, neither is there any wine, 
and flatly contradicts himself a few pages after by saying ", 
but they make a drink similar to wine of pounded rice mixed 
with water, the juice uf certain tree?,, oj a red colour, being- 
added to ii. r ' a > * 

It cannot be explained how Nicolo de Conti came to make 
the statement about there being no wine in the country. Prob- 

O Travels of Ihn Caiiiti’ ljy the Rev. S. Le.. pp, tor-iox 
1 miki in tlir Fifteenth Century"' by R. II. Major, p. t\. 

;| S "Tfidiii In ilic Fifteenth Centuryby R- H. Major, p. ;u. 
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nbly he gave a specific meaning to wine, that is to say, wine 
made of grapes. The fact is that Indians, Hindus (mostly of 
the low caste) and MusaLmans were addicted to the use of wine 
in spite of the rigid requirement of their religion that they should 
not touch it. Poor class people used to drink toddy, the juice 
of a kind of palm tree, and rich men used to enjoy the delicious 
hlend of Shiraz, a place in Persia. This Shirnzt wine was a 
favourite drink of the Moguls. 

Nicolo de Comi makes one statement which is r.f very great 

socialogical importance. He says, .hut unnatural crimes 

are unknown among them jthe Indians)’'H My own impression 
is that this vice was imported into India from Persia. When 
the Moguls came into India, Lhev brought with them a large num¬ 
ber of Persians and they introduced this crime into India, for, 
prior to the advent of the Moguls, this crime was not known in 
India. 

Another traveller who was sent to India in 1442 A.D. by 
Shah Rukh of Persia followed the following route r Herat— 
Kohistan—Kirman — Ormiis - Muscat—Calicut-—Mangalore— 
Ballonr— Vi jy an agar. He describes the importance of Ormuz 
and Calicut and says that at the latter port "When a sale is 
effected, they lay a duty on the goods of [/40th part ; if they 
are not sold, they make no charge on them whatsoever. 

The travels of Athanasius Nikitin in 1468 A.D, is important 
from two standpoints. The first is the route. He took differ’ 
ent routes to come to India from Russia and to go back from India 
to Russia. The second is the typical Russian standpoint from 
which ho views India and Indian problems. 

He took the following route to come to India ; After being 
blessed by the Church dignitaries, he started from Twer down 
the Volga, to the Caspian Sea—llakou—Bokhara and thence 
crossing the Caspian—Hormuz-—Choul (a port at a short 
distance south of Bombay). Four years alter, he returned via 
D a b u I—Hormuz—Shiraz— Isphan—Kashan—Sultanieh— 
Tabr iz. He embarked at Trebizond and thence went to Kofi a. 

Throughout his journey and his stay he complains of the fa¬ 
naticism of the Mohammedans who tried to convert him to their 
religion by fair or by foul means, mostly by the latter , the high 
price of iivitig in India ; and the immorality of the people. We 
will pause and examine* his complaints. 

|} ,+ Tndia in Fifttunth Canturjr* 1 by R. Major, p. ,13. 

■If - India in llic Fiftttmil Century" by R- H- Major, p, 14. 




AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF INDIA UP TO 1556 -VD. 


it 


The Mohammedans are known for their bigotry. For them, 
Mohammedanism is a true religion and the rest—Hinduism and 
Christianity atld many more.—are mere perversions. This 
strange kink in their mentality may have caused immense incon¬ 
venience and trouble to Nikitin, we admit, but his charge of the 
high cost of living is refute*! by his own remark unless Russia of 
those flays was a paradise where men could live on nothing. 

He says. ' .living in India is very expensive, I have 

spent the whole of my money, and being alone 1 spend daily for 
my food one-sixth of an altyn (about two-third of a farthing!; 
nor do l drink or sy*da." l > Two-thirds of a farthing was too 
much for the Russian 1 Here is another field of research for a 
Nikitin to undertake I Was living in Russia cheaper than in 
India ? From all accounts we learn that money used in go a long 
way in India, and I believe that even to-day poverty-stricken 
India produces necessaries much more cheaply than the advanc¬ 
ed countries of the West. Given necessary help, probably on 
the lines of Osf, India can nut only hold her own but can give 
points to any other country of the world not excluding from the 
list the great growing country of America which has for the 
time being eclipsed other countries of the world as far as the cor¬ 
nering of the yellow metal of the world ts concerned. 

As regards, the immorality of the people, he says, ’’In the land 
of India, it is the custom for foreign traders to stop at inns : 
there the food is cooked for the guest by the landlady, who also 
makes the bed and sleeps with the stranger. W omen that know 

you willingly concede their favours.. 1,31 The last part 

of his statement, "Women that know you willingly concede their 

favours....” gives him away . It proves nothing hut the 

ordinary relationship of m.ui and woman 1 he fact is that Niki¬ 
tin was a puritan and to any new experience he saw the lurking 
snake. 

The Genoese merchant H Jeronimo Di Santo Stcfano, who 
came to India at the close of the fifteenth century from Cairo— 
Keneb—dossier ( Port 00 the Red Sea)—Aden—Calicut, des¬ 
cribes at length the lac and indigo industry of Cambay. He 
speaks of the great store of good merchandise in Ormuz brought 
from different parts of the world and also the Pearl Fishery of 
Ormuz. 'All these reports, excepting Ibn Baiuta's, give us a 
glimpse of India after the irruption *«f Timur (1398 A.D.), when 

1V” India in the Fifteenth Century" by K. H, Major, p. 35* 
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In* fillin',lured the country and killed lakhs 11 oi Hindus in the name 
of his Gfid. His irrupt ton was more like an epidemic than * 
conquest : he came, looted the people, and left the country. Bui 
it had one immense significance, namely, it gave a handle to 
Babur, who was direct in Timur's line, to claim India in the 
name of his ancestor, ft also exposed the rottenness of die 
then Government in Delhi. While conditions in India were 
favouring the advent of a new power from North-West on ae 
count of the endless quarrels among the Mahtk^uat-Unvaifs (Fac¬ 
tion Kings) in India, forces were working to secure .supremacy 
on dv water for i foreign power from the West, namely, the 
Portuguese. After the epoch-making discovery of the Cape of 
Good Hope rfiLite by Vasco-da-Gama in 1498 A.D., the Portu¬ 
guese started to monopolise the Indian trade. The last Mam* 
tub Sultan of Egypt, Kansuh-el-ChurL realising the danger of 
the great Indian trade, ordered his Red Sea fleet under Admiral 
Husatn to attack the Portuguese in 1508 A.D. In this battle, 
the Portuguese suffered a humiliating defeat and were utterly 
rap ted. But on 3nd February 1509 A.D., the Portuguese 
completely shattered the fleet of their enemy arid established a 
factory in 1513 A.D, (the factory, however, started work from 
1/535 A.D. on account of the fear of other Moslem attacks) in 
Divi. The Portuguese supremacy on water lasted with vary¬ 
ing fortunes while the Mogul dynasty tasted and was ultimate¬ 
ly annihilated by the British. The conflict between the East 
1 ndia Company and the Portuguese reads like a chapter front a 
Book of Romance. Throughout this period and even to-day. 
Dame (-nrtiinc smiled on Britain Britain had made various 
effort-, to discover a North-West Passage iu India. From 1496 
ATT, to 1631 A.D., various expeditions under Sir Martin 
Frobisher, Master John Davis, Captain Fox, Captain Jones 
and others were organised and financed by Britain. They have 
left behind them a record of undaunted spirit and a record of 
failure. These voyages are collected in book foim by Thomas 
Rundeil, and arc called ''Narratives of Voyages Towards The 
North-West tu search of a Passage to Cathay and India 1149ft 
ATT to 1631 A.D,)” We now turn our attention to Babur, 
the founder of the Mogul Empire in India. 

Zehir-ul-Dien Mahommetl Babur had die blood of two tyrants 
in his veins. From the father's side he came from the stock of 
Timur and from his mother’s side he inherited the wild hlcvod 
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o( Cheng iz. The following chart shows his position in the family 
tree : Timm—JaJaludciin Miran Shah—Sultan Muhammad Mu¬ 
za—'Sultan Abu said Mir/a— Omer Sheikh Mira a who married 
the daughter of Yunus, King of Mogulistan. called Kudugh 
Negar Khanam—Babur—Humayun—Akbar—Jchangir {Raj¬ 
put mother}— Shahjahan {Rajput mother)—Aurangzeb. 

The relation between Timur and Babur is this : Sultan Abu 
$eid. the grandfather of Babur t was the son of Mahommed .Vin ¬ 
son of Miran Shaw, and grandson of Timur, Lord of Ages, " s > 

Babur got his inspiration to conquer India from I imur who, 
passing the Hindu Kush mountains in the Spring of 139S A.D., 
captured Delhi in December and had himself proclaimed Em¬ 
peror of India. He butchered innocent prisoners “with the 
sword of holy war." Babur familiarised himself with Timur's 
exploits in Baghdad and aimed at performing the same feats in 
India Writing of Timur's exploits in Baghdad a writer 

says, “ ...the despairing remnant is divided into 

tens or twenties, and a Mogul warrior in told off to 
slaughter them, and to produce at nightfall ten nr twenty heads 
to go towards the building of a horrid monument to commemo¬ 
rate the butchery After the conquest of Bagdad, one hundred 
,uid twenty such pyramids of heads were hulk. Fwo thousand 
prisoners, not all dead, were the materials of one such monu¬ 
ment."* * 1 These ‘pyramids of heads' were not seen in India 
prior to the founding of the Mogul Empire, for the people !tad 
not the wish to build them. In all reports of the travellers up to 
the middle half of the sixteenth century tin mention of them is 
made. But after the sixteenth century, instances of these ‘pyra¬ 
mids of heads' are common in the “Storm Do Mogor." " Ber¬ 
nier's Travels*' and “Tavernier’s Travels." This tradition fas 
well maintained by the descendants of Timur in India ! 

Now we come to the difference in the motive of Timur and 
Babur as regards the invasion of India. Timur wanted to plun¬ 
der India and to kill the infidels and thus obtain the title of Chan 
(destroyer of infidels and polytheists). He hatl no desire to 
found an empire, which he could have easily done. Before he 
hail completed his mission of destruction, the call of his home 
withdrew him. Babur, on the other hand, was solely actuated by 
the motive of founding an empire. He found Kabul too small 

lE'Ttie History oi Hindoos tan" by Alexander Dow, Esq., (Vol. Ill, 
P* 75 - 

*V‘The Mogul Emjrararg, of Hindustan" by E- £>. Holden* p, .14. 





24 


THE COMMERCIAL POLICY OF THE MOGULS 


a place for his restless energy. He wanted to found an empire 
bigger, it possible, than Timur's. He knew that the coins from 
the Persian Guff to the Caspian, and from the Euxine to else 
Ganges bore Timur's device of overlordship, and he wanted che 
whole of Hind to acknowledge his suzerainty. Babur, though 
he founded the Mogul dynasty was. strictly speaking, a l urk, 
and not a Mogul, except oil his mother's side. "The ! me 
of Mogul was applied to the Mohammedan Kings uf India owing 
to die fact that the Hindus applied the name of Moghul to all 
northern Mohammedans, to distinguish them from Afghan* uid 
Turks. The name is derived from Mogul, a son of Aiaropi (or 
Alinje) Khan, Chief of the Turks, originally one of the tribes 
on the western boundary of China." 1 ' 

"The race of Tartars proper was descended from Tatar, 
another son of Aiauza Khan, and was originally distinct from 
the Moguls, who for the first Lime invaded India, under Thigh:,: 
Khan, in 1217 A,D ' 131 Writing on this subject another author 
of repute says, "Moghul—more accurately Mughal—is the Ara¬ 
bic spelling of Mongol, and is, specialty applied to the eroper -r-. 
of India descended from Babur :uid sometimes railed in Europe 
the Baburides. They were* however, of mixed race ; Babur 
himself was a Turk on his father's side though a Mongol on his 
mother's and he abhorred the very name of Moghul. Hi* des¬ 
cendants introduced a strong Rajput strain by their marriages 
with Hindu princesses. The term Moghul is also applied to 
the followers of die Moghul emperors, and came to mean any 
lair man from Central Asia or Afghanistan as distinguished from 
the darker native Indians. The various foreign invaders, or 
governing Muslim class, Turke. Afghans, Parhans, and Moghuls 
eventually became so mixed that all were indifferently termed 
M oghtiL*.' ‘ a> 

A 1am Khan Ala-ad-din, the unde of Sultan ibrahim. quarrel¬ 
led with his illustrious nephew and sought the Kelp of Babur w ho 
was then hiding his time in Kabul. Babur gladly agreed to 
espouse his cause, for the appeal of Alam Khan Ala-ad-dirt was 
bin the spark dial kindled a long prepared train. With a small 
force and much against the advice of his astrologers and gene- 

JI “Thr I’rsvri- of Pietro Delta Valle in India'', ». 4S (Foot Note Jj . 

sV'Ttie Tra%*tls of Pitiro Delia Valle in India," pp. ^41) (Fool, 
Note 3}. 

31 "Mediaeval India under Mahonuxhm Rule" by Stanley Lane- Poole, 
p. 157 (Foot N’oie 1). 
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rals, he marched into India and met SulUn lb rah mi Lodi on the 
historic held of Panipat on 21s* April. 1536 A. D. Sultan Ibra¬ 
him Lodi was completely routed mid the Crown of H:tid (India) 
rested on Babur's head. Babur was a man of letters and taste. 
(The Moghuls of Timur’s day used the alphabet introduced by 
Nestorian missionaries. Emperor Habur invented a special cha¬ 
racter tor the Turlci language.) He was very fond of flowers 
and gardens; in fact, the gay side of life much attracted him. 
But be was always a brave soldier anti a past master in strategy. 
Hi took the vicissitudes of life in a philosophic manner. In his 
autobiography “Babur Naina." so ably translated into English 
by Mrs. A. S, Beveridge, Babur writes of the advantages of 
Hindustan and also its defects. He writes, Hindustan is a 
country of few charms. Its people have no good looks : of 
social intercourse, paying and rereiving visits there is none . of 
genius and capacity none ; of manners none ; in handicraft and 
work there is no form or symmetry, method or quality' ; there 
..re no good horses, no good dogs, no grapes, musk-melons or 
first rate fruits, no ice or cold water, no good bread or cooked 
foot) in the bazars, no hot baths, no colleges, no candles, torch¬ 
es or candlesticks.'* 1 ’This impression of Hindustan reminds one 
of the futile protests of a peevish child I And it was the case 
with Babur, He fretted for the wild life of Kabul unrestricted 
by this or that regulation of the Court. He thirsted most for 
the musk-melons of Kabul. Later on he writes. "Pleasant 
things of Hindustan art- that it is a large country and has masses 

of gold and silver. Its air in the Rains is very fine.Another 

good thing in Hindustan is that it has unnumbered and endless 
workmen of every kind,"*' 

It was the practice of Babur to have the roads measured 
whenever he used to march. This practice was kept up by 
other Moghul emperors, producing a confused variety of gus 
(yard); Sikandri, Baberi, Akbari (ffahi jg-its), |ehangiri gut 
etc. "Whenever he (Babur) marched, he always caused the 
road to be measured after him.,.,,,,,,and the stature he made, 
concerning the measurement of distances, has hitherto remained 
in force. He fixed one hundred iitnabs for one Kroh, each 
funab being forty gut, each gvi being nine moosht or hands. 
Each hand being four inches, make four thousand yards to a 
cess, rather more than two and a quarter English miles. The 
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guz Sikandry, or yard of Sikandar, which prevailed when hr 
reached India, was superseded by that ot the Babcry guz. which 
continued in 11st till the beginning of (hr reign of jehangir Pad 
shah." 11 


Th it htiier part of ihr statement, namely. ‘Which continued 
in use till the beginning of the reign of Jehangir Padshah' is not 
correct as we shall see when studying Akbar, who introduced his 
own yard called the /lain guz. 

Babur reigned only four years, and the form of his death is a 
remarkable tribute to the man and without any parallel in the 
history oE the world. His sou 1 lumayim was seriously ill and 
the Court physicians could not cure him. Babur was advised to 
give away something that he prized the most. Probably by 
that act the evil spirit would be satisfied and Humavun would 
recover Babur replied, 'What is more valuable to me than 
my iiie * 1 of my own accord give it jn exchange for my son's 

health.' Humayun recovered and Babur died. How glori¬ 
ous t 


Mr Holden. author of The Mogul Emperors of Hindu¬ 
stan." compares Babur as a general and as an administrator with 
Caesar and as a man of letters with Henry IV of Prance ami 
Navarre, Another author finely sums up Babur's personality 
in the following words "Babur is perhaps the most captivating 
personality in oriental history, and the fad that he is able to 
impart this charm to his own Memoirs is not the least of his titles 
to fame. He is the link between Central Asia and India, be 
tween predatory hordes and imperial government, between 
Timur anil Akbar. The blood of the two great scourges ol 
Asia, Mongol and Turk. Chingiz and Timur, mixed in Ills veins, 
and to the daring and restlessness of the nomad Tartar he joined 
the culture and urbanity of the Persian, He brought the energy 
of the Mongol, the courage and capacity of the Turk, to the 
subjection of the listless Hindu . and. himself a soldier ot fortune 
and no architect of empire, he yet laid the first stone of die 
splendid fabric which his grandson Akbar completed-*** Huma¬ 
vun ascended the throne in 1530 A. D., and at live battle of the 
Ganges" opposite Kanauj pH 17th May 1540 A. D M he had to 
leave the throne of India to Sher Shuh who was a better orga- 


IJ" History of the Rim of thr Mnhantedftn Power in India" by John 
Briggs, pp. 66.67, 

J) “Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Ktiie‘ 1 by Stanley Lane-Poole, 
P ‘M 
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niser and a better lighter than Humayun. Slier Shah introduc¬ 
ed many reforms which without any modifications, Mere, adopted 
later on tty Akbar. Slier Shall divided his territory into hun¬ 
dreds, in each of which were local officers whose task it was to 
mediate between the people dind the officers of the crown. This 
system ini in vogue in India to-day. The protection that it gave 
to the subjects was great, "Such protection o'ershadowed the 
word that a cripple was not afraid of a Rustom. " Sher Shah's 
lam! policy* admirably worked up by Raja Todar Mall, was 
later on adopted by Akbar and forms the basis of land revenue 
in India to-day. Sher Shall introduced a reformed currency, 
made a clean sweep of internal customs and levied duties only on 
the frontier Sher Shah was a much better administrator than 
Humayun. He (Sher Shah) was kilted in 1545 A.D, at the 
siege of Kfdinjar. In [54a A.D. (15th October), when Huma- 
yurt was in exile in Sind, his famous son Akbar was bom. biter 
on, Humayun sought the help of Shah Tahmasp, which was 
granted to him on two conditions, namely, the return of Kanda¬ 
har to Persia and his affirming the creed oi Shia. Humayun 
accepted these Humiliating terms and got from the Shah some 
money and iwdvc thousand Persian troops. The passing away 
of Sher Shah and the consequent scramble for the- throne of 
Delhi in India opened the way for Humayun who descended 
from Kabul in 1555 A.D and reseated himself on the throne of 
Delhi 

There is one incident in Humayun‘s reign prior to the ’battle 
of the Danges' in 1540 A.D, to which attention may be drawn. 
"Emperor Humayun set out an army against Bahadur Shah 
of Guzerat in February 18th, 1535 A.D. He refused to at¬ 
tack him while he was involved in the siege of Cbltor, as that 
would have been disturbing a brother mudirn when engaged in 
subduing infidels. 1 '** 

If he had then attacked Bahadur Shah, victory would have 
been assuredly his and Sher Shah would not have been able 
ia match himsdif against Humayun in 1,540 A.D. Bui Huma- 
vun’s anti-Hindu mind could never have thought of it. Huma- 
yun. though a man of teeters and great culture, was a weak man 
who could never make up his mind. He was a man of ideas 
(See Appendix A). He died on 24th January 1 1556 A. D. by 
slipping down the polished steps of his palace, "His end was 
of a piece with his character. If there was a possibility of falling. 


1 1 Stair-Shah* bn Kab Kaianput Qanungo, p- 11 * 
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Humayun was not the man to miss it . He tumbled through 
life, and he tumbled out of 

.Summary. 

The period of Migration and Settling, the Vedir period. m- 
^tead of being followed by an era of consolidation was followed 
bv a [>eriod of internecine wars which fill the pages of the 
''Mahahharat" and ’"Ramayana.” The next period which fol¬ 
lowed was the Puranic period* the period of Darkness Instead 
ul being intellectual aristocrats, showing light to the millions 
of the people groping in the dark in find a base to rehuild their 
Society, practically destroyed by the destructive wars of the Epi< 
period, the Brahmins tried to strengthen their position by m e y 
policing, all the power in their community. Truly, the strength 
of the giant has been used not to protect the poor but to exploit 
him furl her. Millions of non-Brahmins were shamelessly ex¬ 
ploited by the twice-born class (the Brahmins). 

Then arose the mighty wave ol Buddhism which attacked 
the Brahmanic cull. It conquered hut was eventually weaken¬ 
ed by compromising with the Brahmins instead of carrying on 
its work without allying itself with them, 

India up to this period was not troubled by any foreign in¬ 
vasion and rhe period between the second century before L hrist 
and the seventh century after Christ was a period of cortstruv- 
titm when the best Hindu talents revived arr and literature. 
•Alexander the Great tn 327 B.C. attacked India and conquered 
a part of it, but his conquest, bv bringing India into touch with 
the West, gave a further impetus to the synthesising of Indo 
Hcllenic culture. Therefore, 327 B.G. is the hrsi landmark 
in the Economic History of India. 

Later on came various Arab invasintts which were morv ni 
the nature of epidemics than real conquests. The Arab invasion 
of 7L2 A.D. is important because the Arabs settled on the west¬ 
ern Coast erf India and remained there for some lime. Mutual 
exchange of ideas and commodities took place and some Arab 
culture was absorbed by the ever-expanding Indian culture. 
Therefore, the second landmark in the Economic History of 
India is 712 A.D. 

The various Ghazni and Ghori invasions left no impression 
on India for all that they were primarily concerned with was the 


o "Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule'* by Stanley Lane-Poole, 
P *!?■ 
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tranter from India to their cities of the wealth and art of India 
which they successfully accomplished and, secondarily, they 
were concerned with gaining glory in heaven by killing mil¬ 
lions of unarmed men, women and children whose only 
fault was that they were, according to Ghazni and Ghori, 
infidels. The real life of India tlowed on evenly in areas not 
devastated by them. 

After the extinction of their dynasties in India, there grew up 
the reign of Provincial Kings. Some ruled well, some badly, 
and some managed to retain the sceptre in their hands. By 
about the end o? the fifteenth century, two forces were dearly 
visible : one on land (centred ill Kabul) and the other on water 
(centred in the Portuguese activities). The latter culminated in 
the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope route in 149S A. I), 
which, for the first lime, freed a western power from the clutches 
of the Musalmans of Egypt and Arabia. I lie third landmark, 
therefore, in the Economic History of India is 1498 A.D. be¬ 
cause it threw open the western gates of India to the Portuguese 
who played an important part in the economic life of India. 
The first power reached its zenith in 1526 A.D., when the Crown 
of India was placed on Babur's head. 1526 A. P. is another 
landmark in the Economic History’ of India, for the Moguls, 
who had come to stay, were to play an important part in the 
Socio-Economic History of India. 

On these two streams—the one from the land and the other 
from the water—running parallel for some time, diverging and 
converging at on* another the hark of 1 ndh sailed proudly. The 
Moghuls conquered India, but she conquered the Moghuls by her 
culture. The Portuguese confined themselves to the coastal 
areas and did not play much part in the life of the people. So 
India got breathing space even when she simultaneously came 
in contact with two different civilisations, the Mogul civilisation 
on the one hand and the Portuguese' on the other. 


APPENDIX-A. 

Love of show was an innate evil in the Moguls and they were 
encouraged in this manifestation of pomp by their courtiers who 
had nothing to lots* but everything to gain Oriental writers 
always used hyperbolic expressions when speaking of their 
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Kings. I give bdow two instances of this the full tiLit* of 
Babur and of Humavun. 1 hough Humaytm was much interim 
:o Babur, both in head and heart, yet his list nf dffcats (saluta¬ 
tion) is much longer and more high sounding than that of Babur. 

The mode of addressing Babin (Court form . ) 

"His Majesty Giti-Sitam Pirdous-Mikani Zahiru — 11 —Din 
Muhammad Babur Padshah Ghaiti King of the four quarter*, 
and of the seven heavens ; rdestthl sovereign , diadem of the 
sublime throne ; great of genius and greatness-conierring ; fot ■ 
tune-increaser : of excellent horoscope; heaven in compre¬ 
hensiveness . earth in stability ; lionhearteri . dime-capturer ; 
lofty in splendour ; of active brain ; searcher after knowledge ; 
rank-breaking lion rampant ; exaker oi dominion ; ocean-heart¬ 
ed ; of illustrious origin ; a saintly sovereign ; enthroned in the 
Kingdom of reality and spirituality.''■> 

7 he mode of addressing Humayun {Court fortu), 

"His Majesty [nhanhani Jannat-Ashtyam Nasir— D — Dm 
Muhammad Humayun Padshah—l—(ihazi ; Theatre of great 
gifts; source of lofty inspirations; exalter of the throne -,? the 
Khilajat of greatness; planter of the standard of sublime rule; 

Kingdom-bestowing conqueror of countries ; auspicious fitter up¬ 
on the throne; founder of the canons of justice and equity; 
arranger of the demonstrations of greatness and sovereignty : 
spring ol the fountains of glory and beneficence . water-gate for 
she rivers of learning : brimming rain-cloud nf choiceness and 
purity r billowy sea of liberality and loyalty ; choosing the right, 
recognising the truth ; sole foundation of many laws ; both a King ’ 

of dervish-race and a dervish with a King's title ; parterre-adorn¬ 
ing arranging of realm and religion ; garland-twiner of spiritual 
and temporal blossoms ; throne of the sphere of eternal mysteries , 
alidad of the astro (able of theory and practice ; in a list cries of 
asceticism and spiritual transports, a Grecian Plato ; in executive 
energy and tin- paths of energy, n second Alexander ; pearl of 
die seven oceans and glory of the four elements, ascension-point 
(if suns and dawn of Jupiter ; phoenix (hiouul towering to the 
heights of heaven." ,f f 


i ' I t* ilkhornamn ..t Abu-bPajJ 1 ' translated bv H, Beveridcr. I.f s 
(VoJ. I). 

vi ■ t hr Akbamainu of Abu-t-Fari" translated by H Hwi riiW , f ( y 
(Voli I), pp. 283-184. 






AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OK INDIA UP TO (556 A.D. 


3 1 


It is said that Humayun jxwsessed eight essentials of Empire : 
{1) "High fortune" (which he never possessed); (a) "Great de¬ 
signs" (which were mostly Utopian); (3) "Conquering power" 
(which was not developed in Humayun to the least degree) ■ (4) 
‘"Administrative capacity" (which consisted in not disturbing 
Sher Shah's reforms ; (5) "'Civilising faculty'" (which he possess¬ 
ed on account of his high culture hind essentially pacific tempera- 
mem). (6) "Devotion to the welfare of < lod's servants” (which 
included the Musalmans only', as was clearly shown in his not 
attacking Bahadur *>hah when the latter was. engaged in subdu¬ 
ing the infidels. The right and wrong of Bahadur Shah's inva¬ 
sion was never considered by Humayun), (7) "The Cherish¬ 
ing of the Army” 1 Humayun was very considerate towards his 
soldiers Probably he realised that his future was linked with 
his army) ; and (f>) “The restraining it from evil” (this Huma¬ 
yun possessed in full degree). 

Humayun was a very superstitious man. Once when en¬ 
gaged in a perilous task and not knowing what to do, he met a 
man walking on the road. He asked his name The man re¬ 
plied “Murad Khwaja” (Wish fulliller), Later on he met an¬ 
other man w hose name was “Dautat Khu’tija “ (Wealth giver). 
Then he met the third man whose name wns Saatitit Khmajn 
(Wisdom giver) Immediately he shouted to his men that success 
would be his as Got] Himself had forecasted his destiny for him, 
He narrated the incident to his men who all ' drank courage from 
His Majesty’s lips.” 

Immediately on his return, he divided his government into 
three divisions : Saadat, Daulat, and Mttrad which were symbo¬ 
lically represented by three gold arrows. These arrows were 
further sub-divided into twelve arrows to suit the convenience 
of the then Government. 

The 1 2th arrow he reserved for himself and his son Akbar. 

The l l th arrow he reserved (or his brothers and kinsmen. 

The loth arrow he reserved for .Stiy yhL. Sheikhs, and thr¬ 
ums (learned men and religious men). 

The yth arrow lie reserved for great officers. 

The 8th arrow’ he reserved for intimates who held mitnsabs 
(office). 

The 7th arrow he reserved for ctwfcnfmn (w riters). 

The 6th arrow he reserved fur heads of dans. 

The 5 ih arrow he reserved for distinguished young volun¬ 
teers. 

The 41 h arrow he reserved for cashiers. 
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The 3r*l arrow he reserved lor soldiers. 

The 2nd arrow hi- reserved for artificers. 

And the ist arrow lie reserved lor doorkeepers. watchmen, etc 

Another device of Humayun's was to split up the Depart¬ 
ments of State into four classes : Fire, Air Water, and Earth 
Fire denoted the War Department; Air denoted the Kitchen 
and Transport Department (probably foT the simple reason that 
A or os were then unknown); Water denoted the wine and camels 
department"(strange grouping indeed) ; and Earth denoted Ag¬ 
riculture and buildings. There is more sense in this elemental 
specification than in HumayunV Arrow Classification. 

I'lumnyun was probably the first oriental monarch to think 
«f a floating (><i£ct«r (market). He ordered lour large barges to 
be set in die river Jumna and personally directed the changing 
of them into a floating city, 

His other ideas along with this experiment are given bdoiv ; 
“In the year 1532-—1533 A.D. when His Majesty went from 
Firuznbad-i-Dihli (i.e. Delhi) to Agra. the capital, by way of 
the river, and was accompanied by most of the A mir$ (Lords) 
and pillars of the State and alt the ikdati (writers') and officers, 
a bazaar (market) of this kind was made and carried down the 
Jumna, Everyone could get what he wanted in that bazaar. 

Tn like manner the royal gardeners made, in accordance 
with orders, a garden on the river,,.“Another of his inven¬ 
tions was a movable bridge...“Another of his inventions 

was a movable- palace. This palace was composed of three 
storeys which were of cut beams. The master carpenters bad 
.shi joined the pieces together that the whole was of fine piece, 
Whenever they wanted they could take it to pieces and convey 
it to any country. And the ladders (or steps) to the upper 
storey were so constructed that they could be opened out or 
shut up at pleasure. 

'One of the wonderful inventions of that holy mind (Huina- 
yun) was a cap (fa/! which was alike magnificent and agreeable 
to wear, “Another of his inventions was a tent (JDtrrga) which 
had twelve partitions corresponding to the signs of the Zodiac, 
......“One ot his plt?asure~ increasing inventions was 'the carpet 

of Mirth' (basal- i-ni shat). 11 “....the wearing of clothes 

each day corresponding to the colour of the planet of that day. 


II On bumfi'ttijJiaf fourteen hundred persons could sir. Humayuu 
occupied die sun circle. 
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"„, T ..the drum of Justice->> If the claim of anyone related 
to some dispute he beat the drum once. If his grievance con* 
sisted in the non-receipt of stipend, or wages, he struck twice, 
if his goods and chattels (wnif-u-jihat) had been seized by oppres¬ 
sion, or had been stoen. he complained by beating the drum 
thrice. If he had a claim of blood against any one he beat 
the drum loudly four times/* 4 * 

It would be "interesting to know how many times "the drum 
of justice'* was beaten, but of that we have no record. Probably 
Akbar inherited his mechanical turn of mind from his father, 
but hts was a constructive genius quite distinct from the childish¬ 
ness of his father. Humayun would have received some recog¬ 
nition from the critical historians of later time, had he not been 
eclipsed by his illustrious father on the one hand and his still 
more illustrious son on the other. 
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CHAPTER I 


EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE AND THE 
ORGANISATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 


Akbar ascended the throne in 1556 A.D. at the early age of 
fourteen. He was then under the tutelage o! Bairam Khan 
ami his foster-mother. How he chafed under Bairam's auto¬ 
cratic control and high-handedness, and how ultimately he got 
rid of him reminds ore of the conflict between the Eat-Kaiser nnd 
Prince Bismarck in more recent times. Akbar was possessed 
of an inquisitive mind and was a good physiognomist. Though 
not literate at the time of ascending the throne, he appreciated 
learned discussions. If by education we understand the bringing 
out of all the faculties latent in man and developing them, then 
Akbar was highly educated. All lus faculties were well deve¬ 
loped and well coordinated. He possessed, in an unusual de¬ 
gree. common sense, that most uncommon thing in the world. 
As early as 1566 A.D. when he was twenty-four, he realised 
the secret of a stable empire. He was the first Mogul King 
who saw the vision of a United India where the two great reli¬ 
gions Hinduism and Mohammedanism would be merged in his 
Din-i-Elahi (the divine faith). He developed his ideas in this 
direction till the date of his death. His one obsession was to 
combine the monotheism of Islam with the symbolic and ritua¬ 
listic worship of Hinduism. He saw "that if the empire was to 
last, it must be based on a religious coalition of the Indian 
races. "0 

He dearly tabulated the causes of differences between the 
Hindus and the M its ai mans and exerted all the authority of the 
Slate to remove them. The causes of differences, in his opinion, 
were : 

1. "Diversity of tongues and the misapprehension of 
mutual purposes: 


11 'Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule” by Stanley Lane-Poole, 
P 3 13, 
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- - "The; distance that separates the Seamed of Hindustan 
from scientific men of other nationalities ; 

3, 'The absorption of mankind in the delights of corporeal 
gratifications (unwillingness to hear praise of another! ; 

4. "Indolence (no intention to understand another); 

5 "The blowing of the chill blast of inflexible custom and 
the low flicker of the lamp of wisdom ; 

6. "The uprising of the whirlwind of animosity and the 
storms of persecution (understanding each other an im¬ 
possibility) ; 

and 7. "The prosperity of wretches without principle who de¬ 
ceitfully win acceptance by affected virtue and recti¬ 
tude, "<* 

Akbar never pinned his faith to any dogmas and ritualism, 
fie gave the first place in religion to Reason, He used ter say 
that every religion was based on Truth though obscured by weeds 
of dogmas and ritualism. Therefore remove the noxious 
growths and understanding will follow , He was always very 
fond of discussing religions with men of letters and fume. In 
his court one might find inert of all religions — Hindus, Moham¬ 
medans, Christians, Parsees and others—with ample liberty to 
stress the truths of their religion and criticise the others. In 
September 1579 A.D., Akbar wrote to the Viceroy at Goa, 
“To the Chief Padre, in the name of the Lord, Letter of 
jalauddin Muhammad Akbar. King by the Itand of God. Head 
fathers of the College of St, Paul, know that I am very we!! 
disposed towards you. [ am sending Abdullah, my ambassa¬ 
dor, and Dominic Perez (an Armenian Christian, the interpre¬ 
ter), with the request that you will send me two learned Fathers, 
and the books of the Law, especially the Gospel, that I may 
know the Law and its excellence. For ! desire to know it, 1 
bog therefore earnestly that they may come with these envoys, 
and bring the hooks of the Law. And the fathers may be sure 
that I will receive them most courteously, and entertain them 
most handsomely. When f have learnt the Law sufficiently to 
appreciate its excellence, then may they depart at their pleasure, 
with an escort, and honoured with abundant rewards. Let 
them come in perfect security. 1 take their defence on mv- 
sdf."» _ 

t) ■■Alo-i-Akban ’ 1 by Abul Eazt-I-AUami truncated by Col. H, -S. 

Jarttt (Vol, !H), pp 2-4. 

*1 “The 1 at Christian Mission 10 the Great Mogul* 1 by F. Goldie, p- 51 

(foot note i). 
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The Reverend Fathers came from Goa to Sural and left Surat 
on Friday the 15th January 1580 A.D. for I-atehpore Sikri 
where the Emperor then was, They reached Sikri on aftth 
March of the same year They had a splendid reception and 
received every' consideration from Akbar. 

Their first description of Akbar is as follows : 

"Instead of moslem trousers, he wore the Hindu Dhoti, of 
the finest and most delicate silk, (ailing to his heels, and these 
gathered in by bangle? covered with pearls," 1 * 

Another writer says, "Akbar had mechanical genius. He 
devised a new method of making gun-barrels of spirally rolled 
iron, which could not burst; he invented a machine which clear¬ 
ed sixteen barrels at once, and another by which seventeen guns 
couldi be fired simultaneously with one match. 

Akbar was a fine polo player. He was so devoted to this 
game that he used even to play it by night, using fireballs. Such 
was Akbar who ascended the throne of Htnd (India) in 1556 
A.D. .11 the tender age of fourteen. He played an important 
part in the social and the economic life o( India. He was an 
administrative genius, an excellent warrior, a social reformer, 
and an economist of a high order. He evolved order out of 
chaos and built up an empire which was to last up to 1707 A.D. 
Akbar as an administrator saw whai th f - Hindus and the Moham¬ 
medans of India have not been able to see even to-day, namely 
that the strength of India does not lie in her rich resources, 
but in the fusion of her two religions, Hinduism and Moham¬ 
medanism. In the field of Social reform, he forbade child-mar¬ 
riage. trial by ordeal and animal sacrifice, discouraged Snftec 
(burning of Hindu widows with their husbands) and legalised 
widow marriage. Even the Englishmen of to-day have not been 
tiKI-p to introduce as many social reforms as Akbar (fed b) hi?* 
orders! As 3 warrior, he adder! to che empire various countries 
which were outside his empire at the lime oF his ascension iQ 
the throne. and as an economist he Said down definucr rules for in¬ 
dustry and commerce* He stabilised currency and bass! land 
revenue on a fair and equitable basis. 

We now turn our attention to Akbar as an Lrnpire-buiidf’r. 
'Akbar, the Builder When Akbar ascended the throne, the 
only parts of India that he possessed were the Punjab and Delhi 
n "Tim t« Christian Mission to the Great Mogul*’ by F. Goldie, p. 
fit 

j) "Mediaeval India under Moiiarr.fnedsin Rule" by Stanley Lane-Poott-. 
P 347- 
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in die north In 1559 A.D. he took Ajmere ; in 156* Lucknow 
and Jaunpore ; in 1562 Malwa and Burhannore ; in 1567 Chit- 
lor ; in 1568 Gwalior; in 1572 he occupied Gujarat which had 
to be retaken in 1584; in 1576-8 the fertile Bengal ; in T586 
Kashmir; in J590 Orissa; in 1592 Sind; and in 1594 Kan¬ 
dahar which was then in the hands of the Persians, Kabul was 
a separate kingdom under his brother Hakim. Later on (1 
Kabul formed a part of the Empire. Thus Akbar's Empire 
“included a portion of what is now Baluchistan (West) ; (North) 
Afghanistan and from Kabul southwards (the hill countries on 
the other side of the Indus were more or less independent) ; 
the southern Portion of Kashmir and parts of Southern 
Kumaun. From Kumaun eastward, the northern limit of the 
Empire was set by the Himalayan forests as far as the Valley 
of the Brahmaputra, where the boundary turned southwards, 
skirting the State of Kuch and the territory occupied by the 
tribesmen of Hill Tippera, (In the East). Chittagong was 
outside the Empire and probably Akbar's jurisdiction was limit¬ 
ed in practice by the estuary of the Meghne. Fmm the Mcghne, 
the boundary followed the coast to a little south of Puri, whence 
it struck westwards across the Peninsula to Bombay. The por¬ 
tion in the south was uncertain, ’ >n 

Another writer clearly sperjfies the limits of Akbar's Empire, 
He says, “On the north in the direction of the Circuro it is bound¬ 
ed by Mount Imans (the Kumaon, then spelt as Cumaunius), 
by the river Indus, and by the Ihmoropanisus (the Himalayas). 
In the south its limits are the gangetic gulf and various inland 
regions which adjoin the territories of Narsmga off the Pandae 
(the Pandyas occupied the modem districts of Madura and Tin- 
nevelly). Further west its southern boundary is bound by Aria* 
cum. (Ariake corresponded nearly to Maharastra), which lies 
next to Goa, and Cuncatium (Kou Kan), which is now called 
Canara, and the country of the Sedanis, who live dose to Xeulum 
and are called Dec canid. In the west it is bounded by the 
coast of Gedrosia and the Indian ocean, and in die east by the 
region of the Emocli (Himalaya) which extends far towards the 

sunrise, and by the great estuary of the Ganges,...._of late he 

(Equebarus, that Is to say, Akhar) has added to the empire, 
partly by force of arms, and partly by voluntary surrender, most 
of Gfdrosia."^’ “Nearly the whole country from the eastern 

\\ *’ Jndij At th£ Ura:h of Akbur' by Mordand* p* 6, 

+, ComffiMiiary of FaUisr Mon^rratfc ' 1 by Hoyland and EtonurjeiL p. 
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confines of Persia to the western bounds of modem Assam 
and Burma and from the Himalayas to a lino between the Msha¬ 
ria mia and the Godavari acknowledged the sway of one em¬ 
peror," 1 ) 

The measurement of the empire and its total income is stated 
as follows : "Its length from Hindu Koh ; on the borders of 
Badakshan, to the country of Orissa, which is on the borders of 
Bengal, from West to East, is f68o legal Kos, Its breadth 
from Kashmir to the lulls of Barigh. which is on the borders of 
Sural and Gujarat, is floo kos jfafct. Another mode is to take 
the breadth from the hills of Kumaon to the borders of the Dek- 
khan, which amounts to tooo Jftt&t Kos. At the present time, 
namely A.D? T002 (i.e. 17th Sep. 1593 AT),) Hindustan con¬ 
tains 3200 towns (including 120 large cities) and 5,00,000 vil¬ 
lages, and yields a revenue of 640,00,00.000 tankah Muradi. " s > 
The figure is not correct as u r e shall see later cm. It is in 
fact, very difficult to arrive at a correct figure because no two 
authorities seem to agree. Now, tankah Ahtradi. was die old 
Sikandir Toukah, twenty of which were equal to one silver 
T ankoh or rupee of Akbar’s time. Taking ten of Akbar's 
rupees as approximate!)' equal to a pound sterling, we get the 
figure £32,000,000. Preposterous I Half of this sum would 
have been nearer the figure. 

We have seen, then, the extent of Akbar’s Empire, Roughly 
it was "India within the Ganges." At the close of his reign, 
he was trying to cross the Narbada. But death snatched him 
away and his wish was not f ulfille d. Jehangir had no inclina¬ 
tions for empire, for, he was a seeker not of Lruth or power but 
of sensual pleasures, Opium, wine and women were the 
ends of his existence. Akbar added portion after portion to the 
Punjab anti Delhi that he got from his father and left a mighty 
empire for his drunkard son. He not only conquered but con¬ 
solidated his conquests. Now we turn our attention to Akbar 
as an Organiser. 

'Abbot's Organisation of ins Government 

In 1580, Akhar panelled out the Empire into the following 
Subhas (Provinces) : Allahabad. Agra, Oudh, Ajtrtere. Guja¬ 
rat, Behar, Bengal, Delhi, Kabul, Lahore, Muhan, Malwah. 
Later on Berar, Khandesh, and Ahm&dnagar were added. Kash¬ 
mir was added to the above i n 1586 A.D. In Abul Fad s time 

l) “History of Jehangir ’ 1 by Beni Prasad, p 79. 

-:) ’ Revefmt Resources nf tin- Mughal Empire 1 * by Edward Thomas, 
F.R.S., p. 7. 
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Orissa amf Thathn Avert* included in Bengal anti Multan, These 
Provinces do not correspond with anything ‘we know of 1 onlay. 
For instance, Delhi in Akbar’s time extended 165 Kos in length 
from Palwal to Ludhiana, and 140 Kos in breadth from the 
frontier of Rewri to Kumaon, or 130 Kos from Hissar 10 Khiz- 
rnbad, 

A Mogul Province approximately represented half of a mo¬ 
dern Province in Northern I ndia to-day. 

At the head of a Province (Sttia) was a Governor called 
SttWdcir (holder of a Swio), He was the supreme civil and 
military' authority. Under him was the Deimit [Revenue head) 
ami under the Dewuri were a few TVuqrah Nawis or Recorders. 

Each Sniti was divided into a number of Smfears (Districts), 
each Sarkar being in charge of a Ftiuphn (Collector and military 
Commandant), 

Each Sarktn was subdivided into Fnr£(iTi«as or A/aWs 
(modem Tahsils). 1 he head of a Mahal was called a Choudhti 
who corresponds to the modem Lmtifiardiirs. The villages were 
under the rigid control of P.iitdinya/j (village assemblies). These 
Pnjir/j/iyfffs were responsible to the Choudhri who was responsi¬ 
ble to the Fanjdor. The Faujdar was responsible to the -S'tiha- 
dat who in turn was responsible to the Badsfuih Salaamat (Em¬ 
peror—May God protect him) who was responsible to nobody. 
The machinery of the Government of India operates exactly on 
identical lines. The heat! of a Sitba is a Governor and under 
him are the Deputy-Commissioners in charge of the Sarkars. 
The Tahsildars are in charge of Afflliah anil under them are va¬ 
rious I.iitmbardiirs or OtourfJmcr who are to a great extent con¬ 
trolled by the village associations The Gf>vemcirs are respon¬ 
sible to the Governor-Gentt^l who is responsible to the British 
Parliament and not to the people nf India, So. as far as the 
people of India arc concerned they are i» the same position to¬ 
day nr they mere under Akbar. Their voice then, as it is to¬ 
day, was a mere cry in the wilderness. In the Moguls* time, 
towns were placed under KoF-'als fa Police officer of high rank) 
who wielded great authority, A Kohval was responsible for 
theft; out of his own pockets he had to make good the loss that 
the people suffered while staying in the city under his jurisdic¬ 
tion, and he was ordered to keep an eye on the guilds of artisans 
and on market fluctuations. Even to-day the title continues. 
The AiJhdmr KofU'iil (Kotwal of the city) exists to-day, but he 
is much shorn of his [lowers and consequently his responsibilities 
arc few, 
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The Judicial Organisation was as follows 

The Qaa will investigate the case and send it before the 
Mir dl who will pronounce judgment and from there appeal 
will lie to the Subadar and from there to the Imperial Qazi. 
Against the Imperial Qazi's decision, appeal will final lv be to 
the Emperor whose decision is irrefutable. This is like the 
Privy Council's decision to-day- There is no denying the fact 
that judicial work under the Moguls was extremely corrupt. 
From the Qasi to the Emperor, everybody was greedy and grab¬ 
bing. It is no exaggeration to say that justly then was a market¬ 
able commodity But as the Moguls never din wed profession¬ 
al lawyers to argue out the case—in fact no such class then exist¬ 
ed—and as the postpi memem of cases was not viewed with 
favour, judgment was always short and swift though not always 
honest. 

To-day, judicial organisation in India is tree from corruption. 
But the stamp fees, the lawyers' fees, and other incidental charg¬ 
es on the one hand and the long period after which judgments 
are given, on the other, rob justice of much of its value The 
two proverbs that are rurretu in India to-day about the judicial 
organisation admirably sum up its mini us operatidi. First, 
“the man who goes in for litigation goes in for ruin" ; and se¬ 
cond, "the man that has a long purse will win.” 

Now, we turn our attention to the- Imperial Government. At 
the apex was the Emperor. Below him were the Fatal (Prime- 
Mmister), Dexraw (Chancellor of the Exchequer}, Bakshi (Se¬ 
cretary of State for War who was also die Paymaster-General). 
Chief Qast (Lord Chief justice), Sadt-us~Sadr (Minister for Reli- 

E on). and Afii Ars f Petitions Department). These were the 
gh officers of the realm and each of them had a Secretariat of 
his own. All applications would go through Mh Arz to the 
Vtiictl who was also called Wiizeer-a-agam (M imster-m-Chief). 
The Prime-Minister would, if he thought proper, present them 
u> the Emperor. No man could submit any application without 
Nasruna (presents for the Emperor) and Shufemna (gifts to the 
officers—bribes anti nothing else). Nazrami would be noted in 
the application and Shukrana being of :i personal nature would 
not appear in the application. 

There were also minor officers who were not included in the 
first group. Their list is as follows : 

Afn Aful (Lord Privy Seal) 

Qurbegt (Lord Standard-bearer) 

Afb Bnhri (Lord of the Admiralty) 
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Mir Bat r (ihe Superintendent of Forests) 

M\t ft he Quarter-roaster-General) 

Munshi (the Private Secretary) 

Mir fozak (the Master of Ceremonies) 

Aklitab Be-gt (the Superintendent of the Stud) 

Kkansttmah (the Mayor of the I'alace). 

The British rule in India has completely destroyed the. prestige 
( >f "the Mayor of the Palace. Me has now been reduced to 
The position of a mere cook who gets about two pounds (sterling) 
a month. Such was die classification of the Government under 
Akhar The same system continued right up to the end of the 
Mogul Empire in India. We shall deal in detail with some of 
the important departments and also with the duties of some of 
the important officials. 

First in order of importance came the Governor. “The Gov* 
ernor must constantly keep in view the happiness of the people ; 
he shall not take, away life until after the most mature delibera¬ 
tion ; those who apply for justice, let them not be afflicted with 
delay ; let him accept the excuse of i lie penitent; lei the roads be 
made safe ; let him Consider it his duty t< > befriend the industrious 
husbandman." 1 ) 

This power of inflicting capital punishment was taken away 
later on. as is dear from the following : 

Al the beginning of the twenty-seventh Divine Year. Akbar 
said "Oil this day every one will do some special thing, and make 
the adornment of felicity" and, continued he, ‘ 1 Lordship {Khuda- 
whidt) in truth is only applicable to the Incomparable Deity, and 
Service (Iwtidagi) is appropriate to the man-born. What strength 
has this handful of weakness to take upon itself the name of 
Mastery (SnAffii) and to make slaves of the sons of men?" At 
the same time he set free many thousands of slaves and sard, 

'' How can it be right to call those seized by force by this name, 
and to order them to serve. 1 '-* And he directed that this happy 
band should be distinguished by the name of Cbetas (disciples). 

“The Khan A'Zim M. Koka represented that the gover¬ 
nors of the imperial provinces should not have the boldness to 
cut the thread of life, and that until they had laid the matter 


ir -Tht Mn>gu! Emperor* uf Hiflthislan* 1 by E. S, Holden, p. 153. 
£>^The Akhanmms ol AbU'-l-Farf* 1 tmnshirri; by H. Beveridge K LC.5. H 
(VoJ. HI), p. S$8. 
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before Hi?, Majesty they should not stain their hands hv destroy' 
ing what God had built."* 1 

His Majesty approved of this measure and immediately all 
the governors were informed. But die truth k that the gov¬ 
ernors t even long after the passing of this measure, enjoyed the 
power of capital punishment without reference to His Majesty. 
In reading the various acts of Akbar, one point must not be 
lost sight of, Akbar personally was a strange mixture of a 
saint and a king. He was actuated in all his great and small 
actions by humanitarian feelings and he sought everv opportu¬ 
nity to perform humanitarian acts. In areas near about Delhi, 
they were very effective. But in distant areas, governors en¬ 
joyed larger latitude, fn spue of the espionage system that 
every Mogul emperor introduced, records of a good many hap¬ 
pening^ could not reach the emperor's ears. He laid down that 
the Qazi (judge) should not take a personal view of a case. He 
should divest himself of partiality and avarice and then try to 
distinguish the oppressor from the oppressed, and act according¬ 
ly, Unfortunately, the judges were human beings and could 
not resist the temptation of accepting bribes. 

As to the Kolvwl (a kind oi provost-marshal) His Majesty- 
fays down strict rules : "His own conduct must be upright and 
strictly honest - the idle he shall oblige to learn some trade; 
upon coins short of weight he shall take exactly the deficiency 
(and no more) ; he shall prohibit the drinking of spirituous li¬ 
quors, but need not take pains to discover what men do in 
secret ; lie shall not allow a widow to be burned contrary to her 
inclination*, "*> Another writer stresses the Katn*tl’s duties 
in the field of trade and commerce. Says he, "The Koltfoul 
must appoint one or more brokers, to transact the various kinds 
of commercial business ; and, after taking security from them, 
must station such in the market place that they may afford infor¬ 
mation regarding such things as are bought or sold. He must 
also make it 3 rule that every person buying or selling, without 
the advice of the above-mentioned brokers, will be deemed in 
fault ; that both the name of the buyer and seller must he writ¬ 
ten in the register of daily transactions. Everything, therefore, 
must lie bought and sold in connexion with the superintendent 
of that particular division and the government police-men. 


11 ‘’The Akbarnama <if Abu-I-Fazt“ translated bv II. Beveridge, I.C.S., 
{VoL HI), P , jfio, 

’Oit he Mogul Emperor* of HinduMan" by M Holden, p. iji. 
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"Let him be very careful that there should be no wine within 
his limits: and let Lhe judge punish the drinker, the seller, and 
the maker of such, in such a manner as to he an simple to other 
men. 

"Let him endeavour to keep down the market-prices, and 
not permit that the wealthy, white possessing large heaps of 
things for sale, should sell tfiem in small proportions." 1 * 

Here we have a workable scheme of sales and purchases in 
a market and, given honest officers, the scheme is not an utopian 
one but practical. 

jdfcfjar's Reforms 

Akbar’s excise policy is trot dear. He used to Lake wine 
himself though he was not addicted to it. He allowed the 
Fenmgis (Westerners) to make wine. He ordered the Kot- 
lotik 1 to prohibit the drinking of spirituous liquors, but they need 
not take pains to discover whaL men do in secret." 

4 ’Another was that wine might be drunk, if for the healing of 
the body by the advice of the physicians. But, lest confusion 
and wickedness should Irecome more common on this account, 
he jaid down severe punishments for excessive drinking, carou¬ 
sals, and disorderly conduct. And, in order to keep the mat¬ 
ter within due hounds, he set un a wine shop near the palace, 
under the charge of the Porters w ife who belonged by birth 
to the class of wine-sellers, and appointed a fixed tariff. Persons 
who wished to purchase wine, as a remedy for sickness, could 
do so by having their name, and that of their father and grand¬ 
father, written down by the clerk." 2 * !t appears that he was 
not a total Prohibitionist, but favoured moderate drinking. 

Akbar imposed stringent restrictions on prostitution and in¬ 
flicted severe punishment on seducers. "His Majesty himself 
summoned some of the principal prostitutes and asked them who 
had deprived them of their virginity. On receiving each in¬ 
formation, he punished, censured nr put in long h mdnement 
in fortresses, the men concerned some of whom were men of 
renown and grandees (dmd-.dfcWj)." "A separate quarter 
was assigned to prostitutes outside the town, and the place was 
called (Devil’s V illa). A Baraga (headman) and 

n clerk were appointed to register the names of those who resort- 


|J The I’nlilicat and StHtistieitl Ifistun o t Gujrat" hy Ah Mohammad 
Khan, pj». 40^433, 

"Mttntakhajjn-Tawarikh" by Al-Badnyuni. (Vol. If}, p, jm. 
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ed to diem. No one could take a dancing girl to hi* hnuse 
without fiermission ^Tarikhi-Badaoni), 1 ,J > 

Ak bar's judgment was, a judgment with a vengeance. To 
hitve given liis ruling retrospective force was equivalent to vest¬ 
ing extraordinary powers in the prostitutes and yet His Ma¬ 
jesty did not scruple about making money out of the income of 
the prostitutes ' I he fact is that Akbar legalised almost Ml things 
except excess. He used to say, 

"'Three things are fatal to men, 

And bring me healthy to sickness : 

Continual indulgence in wine ami women. 

And the cramming of food upon food.” 

Akbar was not conservative in his ideas.. He realised the 
essentially dynamic nature of Society and used to say that nil 
good things when first introduced must have been new. Ac¬ 
cor Singly, he smoked tobacco^ which w;i_s first introduced in his 
rtugn. Hut ho never admired Lady Nicotine and never wooed 
her after his first introduction. 

1 he other reforms of Akhnr will be taken in order in the 
chapters that follow. 

The organisation of two department^—the Admirably and 
Lhf; Army which is described here will give us a complete idea 
of the Government of Akbar. Successive rulers did not material¬ 
ly change the plan Only a few departments were added fir 
amalgamated. 

MbhorT Admiralty* 

Akpar’s Admiralty had four functions to perform : (u It was 
m charge of the supply of ships and boats : fa) It was in charge • 

of the supply of efficient mariners. Therefore, It had to train 
up men : (3) It had to watch the rivers : to settle everything 
relative to ferries, regulate the tonnage, provide travellers with 
boats at the shortest notice, and keep Ontrah S’vwam (the 
Imperial fleet 1 always in readiness : and (4) It was concerned with 
the imposition, realisation, and remission of duties. 

So we see that the Admiralty of Akbar was merely a forerun¬ 
ner of the Port ^ I rusts of these days. It was worthless as a 
fighting force. ! he sway of the Portuguese on the waters was 
supreme. The emperor as well as his subjects had to apply 

i) “History of the Tan jab" by Syed Mahomed Latil, p, 144, 

i) Spaniards Iwmi it from the Cuban Indians in 1492 and introduced 
it into Turkey. Egypt, and India aboyi the end of ihc Sixteenth 
Leithiry, Chrisliin and Mohammedan Govcrnmedts opposed it, ^ 



EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE AND THE ORGANISATION 


47 

f<iT a Portuguese passport whenever a need to go beyond Surat 
was felt. Of course, the emperor would never tlre^m of going 
beyond hts land frontiers. His life was too precious to be plated 
at the mercy of the treacherous waves, but his relatives might 
like to go to Mecca or some other place. Without a Portuguese 
passport, the voyage was not safe. Ii was to diminish or anni¬ 
hilate the Portuguese monopoly that the Mogul emperors en¬ 
couraged foreigners of other countries to come and settle in 
India. Every ship required officers and men of the following 
titles and descriptions : 

'The Nakhoda or Commander of the Vessel ; the MauUim 
(the mate); the Tundetl (chief of the if Jiclasses); the iVijfcfmdii- 
Rheshab {to provide iuel for the people and assist in lading and 
unlading the ship) ; the .Sir Jt eng (to superintend the docking and 
launching of the ship) : the Bbiuduree (cook) ; the Kkrancee 
(ship's clerk); the Sukangecr (helmsman); rhe Punjvree (look 
ouls) ; the Cnomtee (Khehisees who boiled water out of the ship); 
the gunners; and the common seamen (Kkorunih) ” H 

Bengal and Sindh were two great centres of Indian shipping 
‘luring the Moguls' regime in India. 

Akbttr's Army and its Organisation. 

I lie army was formed of Mansabdars —one holding office was 
tailed a Mnnsabdat. Munsahdms were of different ranks and 
used to get different allowances. Their allowances used to de¬ 
pend on the number of foot-soldiers and cavalry that they were 
until led to keep. Zat (body) and Suwat (horsemen) used to be 
fixed by the Emperor for every Mansabdar, who used to receive 
pay accordingly. They were'appointed for twelve months and 
used to be paid for f'iur to twelve months. Very few were the 
fortunate Ahmsafnhirs who got twelve months’ pay for twelve 
months service, t )ut of the pay they received there were pettv 
deductions. A list of important deductions is given below : 

(i) Kasur-i-de-dattti which was a discount of live percent, on 
the allowance. Literally the phrase means two dims (forty 
cinmj used to be equal to a rupee) in every forty, that is to sav, 

5 per cent. This deduction was made on account of miscella¬ 
neous expenses; 

(a) Kharch-i-Sikkuh (Brassage—the rate differed In different 
times). Something was deducted for the mini charge ; 


11 -4 Hilary of Indian Shipping; unri Maritime Activity from (lit Eartt- 

Ml Times'' by Kadhnkunuid Mutrerjge, p, 207. 
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(5) Ayyam-i-hilali (days of the moan’s rise). Deduction of 
one liny s pay in even month except Ramazan {Mohammed¬ 
an's Lent), 

I4) Hissah-i-ijims (share in kind) ; finas (Goods) and Hisscik 
(share) Charge for supplying in kind. The amount deducted 
was one-twenty-fourth if the man were mounted, and one- 
twelfth if he were not; 

and {5) JOiwmfc-i-ffimtMi (feed of four-footed animals), Akbar 
ordered that a certain deduction from every Mimsabdar's pay 
should be made in order to meet the expenses of horses and 
elephants belonging to him. 

A Afnwi’nh(far's rank depended on the number of men and 
horses he was entitled to keep. From 20 to 400 a AfiTii.tit6c/<tr 
was simply called an officer with rank ; from 500 to 2.500 he 
was called an Owmili (noble) ; and from 3,000 to 7,000 (this 
maximum limit was, later on, raised in the times of Shah Johan 
and Aurangzeb) he was called Amit-i-Asam (Great noble). 

All Afiinscfedars were kept on either HGBT'-i-rikab (preSttfee 
at Court) or Tnbiat (on duty elsewhere). 

There were certain other factors which affected the pay of the 
Mausabdars : Ghait-hazii (clear rules were laid down for leave 
with or without permission and deductions were accordingly 
made); Btinari {illness. Leave with pay for some days used to 
lie given and then leave without pay); Ritksltai (leave and fur¬ 
lough deductions} ; and Uatbira/i (discharge or resignation), In 
the case of a Furai t (deserter), his security will pay the amount 
to the Court. There was no recognised pension tbt No re¬ 
tiring allowances could be claimed as of right. A man might 
he lucky enough to get a small sum, but that even only by way 
of favour. The ordinary method ol providing for an old serv irU 
was to leave him till his death in undisturbed possession of his 
tank and Jagir (grant). 

In the case of death (Fnid), distinction was made between na¬ 
tural death and death on active service. In the one case, half 
pay and in the other full-pay was disbursed to the heirs on the 
production of a certificate of heirship attested by the £bi-i 
(Judge). The U'aW$it4Wii (certificate of heirship) must bear a 
judge's signature. The pay of the Mtroja&rforr was always in 
arrears. If was ihe effect of "more men being entertained than 
could be easily paid, Indian MahommedanS.are very bad financi¬ 
ers ; the habit of the East is to stave off payment by any expe¬ 
dient. To owe money to somebody seems in that country the nor¬ 
mal condition of mankind Another reason lor keeping the men in 
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arrears may have been the feeling that they were thereby pre¬ 
vented front transferring their services to some other Chief quite 
as readily as they might have done if there were nothing owing/' 1 * 
The second reason was the most important reason, and I sup¬ 
pose. it also proved effective. The first reason has been evolv¬ 
ed by the too active working of Mr. William Irvine's imagina¬ 
tion. Wealth exceeding the dreams of avarice was left by each 
Mogul emperor from Akbar down to Aurangazeb and the army 
could easily have been paid. But, surrounded as they were bv 
chieftains who were not to be trusted, they naturally, ad opted the 
second course. The all too sudden jump of Mr. I rvine from the 
particular to the general, from the individual to the society at 
brge shows a kink in his mentality which no intellectual man will 
allow - 

Bay was given partly in cash {Naqdj and partly by the assign¬ 
ment of a revenue (fagir). 

The State was a very centralised organisation. It was strong 
at the centre, but weak at the extremities. So, Afunsafrdars 
were alliuteri these distant lands in order to maintain order and 
collect their allowance out of them. This was merely an 
extension of Taimur’s practice. The Afausirhdiirs were 
sore [tressed to make both ends meet and they used to 
cheat the Imperial Government by not maintaining their allot¬ 
ted quota. On paper they used to show the correct figure, hut in 
reality they maintained a very small number. When caught, 
they were lined as follows :—(a) Tajaieat+A sp (difference of 
and deficienev in horses): (b) r<f)n?tHif-t-stItiJt (difference of and 
deficiency in armour)) and (c) Ta/4iral-i-fa&brdn (difference of 
Liid deficiency in troops.) 

Now. lei us sum up the position of a Mansabdar. He was an 
officer who had to maintain a certain strength, l ie would get 
pay for four months in a year and his jagir was a precarious 
holding. Out of his imaginary twdve months' pay. certain de¬ 
ductions were made. If he did not maintain his quota, he had 
to pay fines. The only alternative that was left to him was to 
plunge headlong into the ocean of corruption. He invariably 
did that and thus weakened the central Government. 
(See Appendix A,} 

In the army there were also Cheius (disciples) who were per¬ 
sonal dependants or slaves. They were recruited chiefly from 

U "The Army of the Indian Moghuls" by William Irvine. Akbar's 
Army Organisation has been mostly taken from this book. p. 13* 
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children La ken m war or bought from their parents during limes 
df famine. 

There were various rewards and distinctions In which Akbar 
reconciled these ma irsa&fiSnrs m their fate. 

Rewards <»;«l Disfiric tintis. 

(l) Tdh’S : Khan or Lord. Some name appropriate to his 
qualities was added to Khan as Ikhlas Khan nr Lord of Since¬ 
rity, 

(a) Relies of Honour (Khilaat). They were of five degrees : 
three-piece Kkilaat ; five-piece, six-piece, and seven-piece 
Khilauf ; and Malhui-i-Khas (clothes worn by the Emperor — a 
veiy rare distinction). 

A three-piece robe was given from the general wardrobe 
(KfftVuu t'K funmli) and consisted of a turban (dasf«r}, a long coat 
with very full skirts (Jamah), and a scarf for the waist (Kami ■ 
bund), 

A five-piece robe was given from Toshah-Khiinu (storehouse 
for presents). The extra pieces were a turban ornament called 
sarfrech and a band for tying across the turban (balaband). 

A six-piece rohe consisted of an additional tight-fitting jacket 
with short sleeves, called a half-sleeve (Nimafatstttt), 

A seven-piece robe consisted of a cap, a long gown (RafraA), 
a dose-luting coat or a tight coat (d Ikhaliq), two pairs 

of trousers, two shirts, two girdles, and a scarf tor the head or 
neck. These KhiUiais were given so often to so many men 
that the manufacturing department was a monopoly of die Em¬ 
peror, The best workers would be segregated and they were 
not permitted to work for anybody else but the king. A regu¬ 
lar department of Rf life of-making grew up under the direct pa¬ 
tronage ot the King. 

(3) Gifts othei than money. Jewelled ornaments, Rulfeees (Pa¬ 
lanquins) with pearl curtains and gold fringes, horses with gold 
mounted and jewelled trappings, elephants, etc. were given by 
cite King to his favourites. 

(4) Kettledrums, The right oi having them beaten in his own 
name. Very rarely was this distinction conferred. Not given 
to *utniSflf>d<irj below the rank of 2,000. 

(5) Ffogi and £iuigns. There were eight ensigns of royalty, 
The first Jour were reserved for the sovereign : Turing (throne) ; 
C/uifr (the State Umbrella); Saibaw or Aftabgir >' (a sunshade); 

si Also called because it shaped like an open palm 

leal fan. H was granted only to Royal Princes ■ 
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Kauknhah bpompnmdi : a polished sted hall suspended from a 
long pole and darned as an ensign before the King). 

The following four were granted to the : 

A lam or flag (supposed to be the flag of Husain which Tai- 
mur obtained at J£fir6a(ah) ; chatr-tok or yak tails ; Tuman-tok^ 
(another shape of yak-tail) ; and M<tfii-o-maTnlib or ’the lish and 
dignities*' This was a high distinction and was not conferred 
on men below the rank of 6000 Zat (infantry) and 6000 .S'jttMU 
(Cavalry). MaJii~o*ynamtib signified offering from the islands 
of the ocean. 

The Moguls in India carried a new ensign in place of diirui 
and Tumult-loir called Asdahna-Fuikiit (Dragon-face). It is 
said that this was presented to Taimur after he made his irrup¬ 
tion into India, but where and when it was presented is not made 
clear, it consisted of two pieces, one carried in front and the 
other behind the Emperor. 

Such were Lhe attractions which bound Lhe soldiery of Mogul 
to the Emperor T But it cannot be said that the system of attract¬ 
ing men to do their duty by distributing ribbons, medals, etc. was 
a unique feature of the Moguls alone. Every government in 
its time has adopted that procedure. Though the system is univer¬ 
sally condemned, yet it goes on expanding for it offers a power¬ 
ful bait to some. 

During the Great War (1914 onward) so many permutations 
and combinations of the alphabets were made, and so generously 
distributed were the)' that throughout the civilised world arose 
a.wave of appreciation for Those in power' who were engaged 
in manufacturing the new combinations of the aphabets—behind 
the fighting line ! 

Wc have studied the organisation of the Government, and we 
learn from this study that the system did not work well. Bribery 
and corruption were the order of the day and, there being very 
little written law, the Emperor's will was supreme. The pro¬ 
cesses of the execution of a decree were very drastic- Not only 
debtor’s goods and house property' could be sold but he could be 
imprisons! as well- His family and servants could be sold into 
slavery or handed over to the creditor in satisfaction of the de¬ 
cree. The Kofntfd was supreme in the city. He could make or 
mar the life of a citizen. The stability of society depended on 


J ; T.irridii-fcA: counted generally uf three yak\ talk attached in a 
which wa>. fixed al lhe end nl a long pofe nr >tnff. 


9 ,v-3 
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the sweet will of one man who himself was a plaything of fa¬ 
vourites at i he Imperial Court. 


APPENDIX—A. 

TJte Dtawing of Pay hy Mansabdars, 

' 'As an example of the way in which things were done, we 
may follow the steps required before a newly appointed M an sub- 
dar could draw- bin allowances. The appointment having been 
made by the Emperor personally, would first be recorded in the 
diary, in which all his orders were entered. The diary having 
been checked and passed, an extract (yaddashf) of the order was 
[hen made, signed by three officials, and handed over to the copy¬ 
ing office, wheni an abridgement (failed) was prepared, signed 
by four officials, and then sealed by ministers of State, The 
taitqa then passed to the military office, which called for esti¬ 
mates L uid descriptive rolls of the troops to be furnished ; when 
these were ready a statement of salary (sarfcfcai) was made out, 
and after being entered in the records of alt sections of the office 
was sent on to the financial department. There an account was 
drawn up, and a report submitted to the Emperor, and on an 
allowance being formally sanctioned, a pay certificate (ftiiicjti-i - 
ten) was drafted, and passed through the hands of the Finance 
Minister, the Commander-in-chief, and the Military Account¬ 
ant. This last officer prepared the final document, the farttutn. 
which required six signatures from three separate departments, 
and would at least be accepted by the Treasury as authority for 
the payment of the salary,” 11 


i "India at the D-ath of Attar" by Moreland, p, 78. 




CHAPTER II. 


ROUTES AND TRANSPORT SYSTEM. 

The Moguls were never renowned in history for road-building 
as the Romans were. In tact, they did not know the art of 
constructing metalled roads. 1 hey could have easily turned 
thetr thoughts in that direction, but they had no inclination. They 
were e&sentiaUy Palace and Mausoleum builders, and the fame 
they achieved in this has not been equalled so far by any nation 
in the world. The name of Shab-Jahan easily stands first in 
this respect. His immortal building the ‘ Taj” is a joy for ever. 

Akbar built many buildings : e.g., his palace in the Allahabad 
Fort (1560-68 ,\i.) ; Humayun’s Mausoleum in Delhi (1556- 
69 A,D). This was really built by the wife of Humayun—Haji 
Begum). He re-built the Agra Fort ( r570-80 A.D.t ; and At- 
tock Fort (1585 A.D.). He planned and constructed a city 
Fateh pur-Si kn (near Agra in 1750-80 A.D.) die like of which 
one cannot find in India even to-day. Rich in architectural de¬ 
signs, magnificent in its vastness. FatehJ>ur-Sikri stands to-day 
as a momimfent to Akbar's greatness in city construction. 

Rmitei in Akbar’s Time. 

1 he most important land route was from Surat 10 Agra (via 
Burhanpur) which terminated od the one hand in China and on 
the other in Persia. Its route was as follows : Surat— -Rurhan- 
pur—Gwalior—Dholpur — Agra — Delhi —Lahore— K a b u I — 
China— f Lahore — M ultan — Kami bar-— Persia). 

There was another route which started from Surat for Agra 
via Ahmadabad : Surat-'Broach — Baroda — Ahmadabad—Roha 
“Bagra—S I erta— A j m e t—B andar Sin dri— Bay an a—Fateh pur- 
Sikri—Agra. These route- were very important as they con¬ 
nected Surat. 1 he busiest port in Mogul India, with Agra the 
capital of Mogul India, Agra was connected to Bengal vis 
Benares and Patna. The route was as follows : 

Agra—Etawab— Allahabad —Benares — Mughal Serai — Pat¬ 
na — Bengal. 

There was a route from Bengal to Surat linking the eastern 
extremity of Akbar's Empire with his western port Surat meet- 
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ing the route from Surat to Agra via BurJuutpur at Buih-mpur. 
So t starting from Bengal one could go as far as Birrhanpur and 
then follow the old route to Agra, 

Ralph Fitch took this route and returned from Agra to a place 
Tanda near his starting place. The whole journey took him 
five months. His route was: ‘ k M asuli patii n-—Bengal a—Bella- 
pore—llatramjwre (Burhunpire)—M andoa—Ujjain — Gwalior 
—Agra—'Prague {Allahabad)—Bannaras—Patenaw (Patna)— 
Tanda. *'i> 

There was another route from Agra to Oudh (Ajotlya, Fyza- 
bad. etc.) which would lead back to Agra by a different route : 

A g r a—Kanaujjj—Lucknow—Ajodhya—Fyjtabad—Jaunpore— 
Allahabad (here it would meet the Agra-Bengal route)-— Etawah 
— Agra So we see that Agra in the days'of the Moguls was 
well-served with routes. It was the converging centre for all 
rotnts, from the Important centres of the Mogul Empire, and 
routes from Agra used to go to Kabul L Kandahar, Persia andj 
other important places via Lahore or Multan. I 

The route from Bengal to Lahore and even beyond Lahore 
to Peshawar was constructed by 5her Shall He built caravan¬ 
serais and plained trees on the sides of the road which is called 
by the name of the Grand Trunk Road to-day. 

There is a detailed description of Akbar'$ journey from Agra 
to Ajmere which route. II followed, leads to Surat : 

i. Maori ha ker ( S ikan d ra); a. Fateh pur ; 3. Passed Kliatiwa 
and halted near Juna ; 4. Karsha ; 5, Basawar ; 6. Toda ; 7 
Kalawali ; 8 . Khnrandi ; <#. Dim; 10. HansamahaJ : 11 . Sauga- is 
tur ; 12. Neota 113. Jhak near InmzzaW ; 14. Sakhnu (Sukoon) 
in the maps) ; 15. Kujhil ; and in, the holy dwelling of the 
/Tfc'W'rtjti (saint) in A jmer. Akbar's practice'was to have the 
roads measured when he was travelling and wherever he used 
ft) halt, he would have a well dug and an inn constructed. He 
used to issue orders for the planting of trees bn both sides of 
the road Before Akbar’s reign measurements were made by 
a hempen rope which was much affected bv humidity. Akbar 
replaced the hempen rope in 1575 by a jarib of bamboo joined by 
iron rings. (A jarib is equivalent to sixty guzl. 

On 24th May, T 565 A.D. Akbar crossed the Jumna, and 
reached Kanatij, He crossed the Ganges and reached Lucknow, 
to chastise lskandar Khan who had raised the standard of revolt 
against Akbar. Akbar's expedition to Kashmir is important as 
showing the route he took : 

1) Purchl*. His I B iIgriJlH 1 ’ Vol, X. p pp, 
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Lahore—S hahtlm—-Am ioabad—T a I want ii—G unakor—D i kr i 
—Jaipur Kheri (near the pass of Bhimbhar) via the defile of 
Ghatibadu—Rajauri—Pir Panjal l > route Kajauri—Laha—Thana 
at the foot of the defile of Ratan Panjal. He crossed the Rataii 
Panfal pass and arrived at BehramgaJJa). From Behramgalla 
to Pushiana and across the valley of Dund near the pass of Nam 
Reran which was crossed and His Majesty halted in Him pur. 
Front Hirapur to Kusu—Khanpur—Srinagar (Capita) of Kash¬ 
miri, In this expedition, there were three thousand stone-cut¬ 
ters, mountain-miners, and splitters of rocks; and two thousand 
fielders (diggers) employed to level the ups and downs of the 
road, 

Akhar went to Afghanistan by crossing the bridge below At- 
took and halted near the -Surest of Khairabad- From there he 
went to Gorkhatra, then to Khwaja Yakut-Serai, then to Safcd 
Sang and then to Kabul, Besides this Khaibar Pass route from 
Kabul to Peshawar, there were two more mutes known as the 
Hoion Pass route and the Gomal Pass route. The Bolon Pass 
mute collected the mule both of Kandahar and Khdat and sent it 
to Shikarpttr in Sind, and the GoroaJ Pass route led from Ghaz¬ 
ni to Dcra Ismail Khan, 

1 The Punjab also conducts a considerable business via Kash¬ 
mir with Ladakh, S'arkand. and Kashgar, Amritsar and ja- 
lundhai are important centres from which the route runs north¬ 
wards past Kangra and Paknpur to Leh/^f 

There wafe a route from Patna through' Champaran District 
i.fj Khatmandu (capital of. Nepal), anti there was also a route 
to K Katmandu from Benares of which no mention has been made 
by contemporary writers. The present route to Khatmandu 
from Raxaul near Gorakhpore did not exist on account of the 
dense 7'eroi (submontane) forests which could not be cleared in 
those days. So we see that the routes in Northern India were 
adequate for those times. East, West, and North were well 
linked. There were also routes in Southern India which were 
connected with these routes i Agra—Golconda via B urban pur 
and Dauiatabad ; Golconda to Surat via Goa and Bijapur; and 
the route connecting Golconda to Masulipatnm which we shall 
study under jehangir. 

These routes on the other side of the Vindhyas were not im¬ 
portant under Akbar's rule, for the Deccan did not form part 


- J I'ir Panjal ir, 11,400 ft- high and its proper filing is Pir Pants*!- 
Indian Empire'' by Sir W. W. Hunter, p. 556. 
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of A k bar’s Empire. He was directing his attention to the Dec- 
can when ‘the dark angel* removed him from this planet. 

We will now turn our attention to routes outside India which 
connected India with the outside world mentioning also the routes 
taken by famous travellers in India ■ luring Akbar's time. 

Tlie journey of the Blessed Rudolph from Surat to Fatehpur- 
Sikrt as described in "The First Christian Mission to the Great 
Mogul'* by F. Goldie began in November 1579 A- D. when 
they left 1 roa for Fateh} mr-Sikri. The route that they (the 
members of the party) took was as follows : 

On Friday the 15th January 1580 A-tX they left Surat bv 
Kukarmunda-—Sindwa—-Suma—& I andcgarl—U jjain (5th of 
Feb.)—Sironj (15th Feb.)—Narwar — Fatehpur-Sikri which 
they reache 11 on 28th of February 1580, that is to say, the jour¬ 
ney took forty-five days from Surat to Faiehpur-SikrL The 
route was via Burhanpur, only new names being stressed.,/ 
Ralph Fitch (1582-yi A.D.I describes a route from Tripclis. 
in Syria to Aleppo, down the Euphrates and the Tigris to Or¬ 
muz. and from Ormuz to Chau! fa port near Bombay), Hk 
other routes in India have been already described, 

J (dm Mildeti Halt's (1599-1606 A.D.) route was from Lon¬ 
don to Kandahar. The description of this overl and route is 
important as it has been described in detail by him. 

/' ‘ London—Zante—Cio (Scio)—Smyrna — Constantinople— 
l-icanderone {Alexandretui] in Asia—Aleppo (overland)—Bir— 
l T rf a—C a raemu (D i a r bek r )— R i t el io — Van—N aeshiti—Chiulfal 
(Julfa)—Suhania — Casbin (Kazvin) in Persia — Com (Kum)— 
Cashan—Y esd—Curman — Si gist an (the old name of Seiscan in 
Eastern Persia)—Candhar—Multan—Agra.” l > The common 
route from the West to the East was from Venice to Aleppo, 
then to Ormuz, and then to Surat. This was the route taken 
by Master Caesar Frederiki in 1563 A.D, who went from Or¬ 
muz to Goa. 

Inland navigation was confined to the Ganges and the Indus. 
Boats from Bengal used to come to Benares and Allahabad, and 
traffic in the various tributaries of the Ganges was very great. 

] he Brahmaputra and the Irrawadi were outside the Empire of 
the Moguls and therefore were not utilised by them. The Jumna 
river was also navigable. The Indus was not ;i reliable river 


15 "Earl) Travel» in India" 11583.1619 A.D.} by Foster, p. 53, 
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for it was (and is) subject to floods and yet traffic in it was also 
great. South Indian streams on account of their mighty tor¬ 
rents during the rainy season were not suiter! to transportation. 
Moreover, Akbar had not much to gain bv developing (hern as 
thev were not essential for his Empire. Bengal rivers required 
no attention as the three Nadiya rivers (the Bhagirathi, the Ja- 
ktngi, and the Matabbangi) were offshoots of rhe Ganges which 
make up the headwaters of the Hugh, Inland navigation was 
much developed by the Moguls and was entirely in the hands of 
Indians—Hindus anti Mohammedans. To-day it is of no impor¬ 
tance in the economic life of the country, for, it has been killed by 
a deliberate policy of promoting the growth of subsidised rail¬ 
ways at the cost of inland navigation l India being an essential¬ 
ly agricultural country needs cheap freight for the transport of 
its fow-value high-volume agricultural products. Therefore, 
the development of inland navigation is a prime necessity. But 
the vested interests of the Railway magnates on (he one hand 
and the military’ utility of the railways for the Government of 
India on the other have sounded the death-knell of inland navi¬ 
gation in India 1 ! ! 


Transport System. 

We have already laid stress on there being no metalled roads. 
Transport was either by boats or bullock-carts or men or horses, 
camels, elephants, and mules. The rivers in Northern India, 
as w T e have seen, were well suited to boat transport, and men 
anti commodities were transported from one place to (he other 
in this way. 

Bullock-carts were also used for transporting heavy baggage. 
A special make of carts, called Ruths, to which were attached a 
pai: of oxen of special breed, was used for jjassenger traffic. 
They used to travel faster than an ordinary horse and were far 
more comfortable. V 

Generally, men used to go on horses ami their luggage was 
carried by men (coolies) or by pack-horses. Camels were a ne- 
cessitv in crossing sandy areas like Sind or the frontier. These 
Ships of the desert' were also used in the. fertile level plains of 
Oudh, Ladies and grandees used Lo travel in palanquins, but 
it was very cosily in mi>ney and in time. Elephants were reserv¬ 
ed for the King, his relations and his friends. Nobody could 
either afford to ride on elephants nor would risk public opprobri¬ 
um by ek ing so even if he could afford it. 
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"Akbar established posts throughout his dominions, having 
two horses and a set of footmen stationed at even, live tori' 1 ' 
(the Dint L'Jiotiiifcv). They are employed to convey letters on 
ordinary business, or expresses to and irotn Court. 1 ho foot¬ 
men will travel fifty c«s within the twenty-four hours ; so that 
a letter comes from Agra to Ahmedabat! in five days*. I lie ills 
cance cannot be less than five hundred mites, and the rate exceeds 
that of our best regulated posts in India, 1 ! Four thousand runners 
were in permanent pay, some of whom, on extraordinary occa¬ 
sions (where there were no posts), have performed a journey of 
seven hundred eoss in ten days. Fourteen hundred miles, in 
ten iLays, with post horses,'* 31 

The routes and the transports were adequate for the needs 
of the people aticl the Government in those days. But travelling 
was not safe. This was not of much importance to the King, 
because whenever he traveller! he would have nil the Court 
paraphernalia with him. Thousands and thousands of people 
would be in hi.s entourage. A writer says, Akbar’s Court, 
even when quartered in a city, was a camp, and his camp was 
a travelling city/’ 3 * But not so was it with the people. They 
wasted till they cou!if form a caravan and then they would move 
out, else there was danger not only to property, but to life as well. 1 
This delay am! irregularity in forming a caravan much hamper- 
eel the free movement of goods anti persons. I here are innu¬ 
merable instances of these caravans being looted and destroyed. 
Large numbers of people and animats moving in one direction 
suffered considerably from scarcity of food and fodder on the way. 
Life was not safe on the roads, so people would not move singly. 
The Mogul officials, instead of helping these people, would mo¬ 
lest them a good deal till they were given hnrj (illegal dues). 


ii' Akbar fixed tbc cwj* ai .400 pofccs* each poll- of faj pis or 

guz lo the COS$r. ...^...."Whenever His Majesty travel** 

the distance* arc rtttmktl in pole mcatiummtM* by careful sur¬ 
veyors* and their calculation* arc audited by the Siipcrtmendem 
and inspire! or. 11 ** Ain-i-Akbar i 11 IflifrlAtccf by Jarrcl VoU II pp T 

4 - 4 * 5 ' 

"History ol thfc Kim: o f the Mohammuibin Power in India' 1 b) John 

(Vol. tlj* 

» #l Akb*r the Great Mogul" by V. A. Smith, p. jes j> 





CHAPTER III. 


LAND POLICY. 

Every inch of land in the Empire belonged to the King. Anv 
grant of land that he made would be a life grant. And even 
within that [veriod he could take away land whenever he wanted. 
At the death of the landholder, the land would, ipxo facto, revert 
to the Crown. His children might or might not get the land, 
as the King wielded absolute authority. Therefore, there was 
no permanent zemindari (hereditary Landlordism) under the Mo¬ 
guls. 1 he system of tenure was the RyOtiuari of to-day. that 
is to say, peasants were the tenants of the Crown. They were 
tenants-ar-wtlf. 

Io sum up : All the land was vested in the King. He could 
give and take back land whenever he liked. Vested interest in 
land, therefore, could not arise. 

Under the Moslem law* one-fifth of the gross produce was the 
KingV share, hut the Moguls took one-third. They pul their 
own interpretation on the law, just as Akhar put his own inter¬ 
pretation on the Quranic law regarding marriage which limits the 
number of legal wives to four. The law runs as follows ; 

' ‘Marry whatever women you like, two and two, and three and 
three, and four and four” (Quran IV. 3). Akbar said that that 
fixed the limit at nine. The Qazi did not accept his interpretation. 
Then Akbar called him and shouted at the top of his voice in the 
full Durbar (court), “Do you then declare that my wives are tin- 
f(i»ifje (illegal)?” He naively replied, "The rule in dispute does 
not apply to the King.” Akbar was very well pleased with the 
Qazi ami handsomely rewarded him. 

This illustrates a very iniftortam point, namely, that the will 
of the King was the only will. Vox populi had no significance 
then. The 'Divine Right’ theory was in absolute authority. In 
assessing the cultivators, the principle that was kept in view was ■ 
Exact from the peasant the last dam that he can pay : Leave for 
lum just enough to exist and not to live. 

There was no idea of rent in those days and even if there were 
the idea would not have been put into practice. The Crown de¬ 
mand on lam I was, therefore, a tax levied on the theory of 'what 
the peasant can bear/ 
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Akbar. endowed with more humanitarian feelings dian his suc¬ 
cessors, tried to improve the iot of the starving peasants and, 
thanks to Sher -Shah, he had enough knowledge to introduce 
a more scientific land policy. Not only Hid Akbar possess the 
material, but he also had in hk service that able financier Rap 
Todar Mall who had formulated many new benevolent policies 
under Sher Shah. The loyalty and disinterestedness with which 
Raja Todar Mall worked the financial departments of Akbar was 
unique, His farsightedness not only brought relief to the toil* 
ing millions but secured fur Akbar the title of the Great Un¬ 
fortunately. Akbar's successors, imbued with lust and sectarian 
feelings, deviated from the true path marked out by Raja Todar 
Mall, and the House of the Mogul collapsed in 1707 AT). What 
greater tribute can be paid to Raja Todar Mall than the adoption 
of his Land Policy in 1^26 A.D. by the British Government in 
India I* 

Land Policy. 

The revenue payments in the Empire were set by the Zant 
{the regulation system of assessment of Raja Todar Mall) which 
fixed cash rates and took one-third gross produce as the share 
of the Crown. The charge was on cultivation and nor on occu¬ 
pation. Akbar laid stress on the officials being paid in cash and 
Healing directly with the individual peasant cultivators. He was 
against ■ go-betweens' and insisted on the offering of more stable 
terms to the peasants as regards their holdings. 

He issued orders to rhe Collectors of Revenues as follows: 
"Ho must consider himself the immediate friend uf tlv husband¬ 
man : he must not require any intermediary ; he must assist the 
needy husbandman with loans of money, and receive payment 
at distant and convenient periods : he must reward skilful ma¬ 
nagement : let him see that his demands do not exceed hts agree- 
meats : lei him collect the revenue with kindness ; vexatious taxes 
must not be exacted.” 11 

These collectors of revenues were called /Jnulls 01 Kroris, for 
each of them was in charge of collecting a Km of dams (ten 
million dams equal £25,900, and he used to get for this work 
of collection eight per cent. i.e. £2,(100 in Akuar’s lime. 

Akbar abolished the Hijra era as it was unfair to the peasan¬ 
try, because thirty-one Umar years were equal to thirty solar 
years, and the revenue was taken on the lunar years, whereas 
the harvest depended on ibe solar. Therefore, he based the 

IV‘The Mogul Emperors of Hindustan 1 ’ by B. S, Holcko, p. 153, 
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payment of revenue on solar years called the Jin hi era. Akbai 
was ;dso engaged in ' the composing of the distractions connected 
with the SayurghaU (rent-free lands). The just lord of the 
earth ordered that the Aiwa lands should not be mixed up with 
the exchequer ami jagir lands. He ;dso abolished plurality of 
posts and assigned to each m a particular place his tajikhv/a fi 
(pension). Able men were appointed to every province and 
S\i vi'dT and made justice resplendent. " J > 

Akhar was a great worshipper of the Sun—’adoring Him the 
Timeless in the flame that measures Time*—and that may have 
been one of the cogent reasons for fixing the flafii era. 

Scf/ie»ie«f operations ov Land. 

Die settlement was based on measurement, classification, and 
fixation of rates. The measurement was a Tnntifc, fttrib, or 
chain which was equal to sixty gas (yard) and the unit to which 
land was referred was a Bigha which was equal to three thou¬ 
sand six hundred square yards. 

As to classification, land was divided into four classes : 

(j) Pohij —Land continually cultivated; (2) PimuniU —Land 
left fallow for a year or two to recover its strength ; (3) Chacbar — 
Land that has lain fallow for three or four years ; and (4) Ban jar 
—Land uncultivated for five years or more (Barren land). 

Ffcrafjeii of /Safes. 

Each of the classes (1) to (3) was sub-divided into three grades 
mad die average determined. Only one-third of the gross pro¬ 
duce was taken in cash by the King. Chachar and Batkjar lands 
were progressively taxed so that in the fifth year the)- used to 
pay their full quota. 

to amplify what has been said above, a summary of Rata 
Todar Mali's regulations (/uric) from “Akhar Nama of Abu- 
M'azT’ translated by H. Beveridge, LC.S-, (VoL ML pages 
501-566) is given below : 1 The collectors [amiilguscrnn) of the 
crown-lands {Kkalsa) and the jagir dars (those to whom land has. 
been granted) should collect the rents and taxes in accordance 
with the code They should keep in view the 

reimbursement of suppliants and the punishment of extortioners. 
2 . The collectors of the crown-lands had two clerks (bt/ilid)—a 
itarfcnu and fefuiswjvts. Both were in league with the village 


1> ‘The Akhar Kama of Abu-I-Fa*! - ' translated by H. Beveridge, I.C.S. 
fVoL Ill), P . 343. 
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headman (fCflhitdnraw). Only one responsible man in place of 
these two should be appointed. 3, 4. 5, 6, 7 and 8. Cultivable 
land should be measured once ior all. Land lain fallow {or four 
years should be charged one-hall of the stipulated rent For the 
lirst year, three-fourths in the second, and full in the third year 
Land kin fallow for two years should be given an allowance of 
one-fourth rent for the first year. As regards uncultivated lands 
a small amount of grain should be retainer!. 

For advances made, security must be taken Reports about 
the collections should be submitted annually to His Majesty. Let 
measuring-parties measure crops when standing When fields 
suffer from either scarcity or abundance of water, then two and 
half bisieas should be left out of account, ami in jungle and sandy 
tracts as much as three bisivas. Abstracts of accounts (siakr-j- 
Zabta) should be sent in weekly, and the dally journal of collec¬ 
tions month by month to the Head office. A list of damaged 
lands should lie sent to Court so that orders may be passed con¬ 
cerning them. Dwellers in ravines should be brought to their 
settees. The Patecnn should see that the rent- reach the trea¬ 
sury in due time. 9, The treasurer should receive Mtittrf (gold 
coins), tapis, and dams bearing the name of Akbar at the follow¬ 
ing rates ; L‘nt falali of full weight and fineness equals t*« 400 
dtiwir; the square tupi equals to 40 dams. Deficient coins had 
different fixed rates. On tins system the new territory of Kash¬ 
mir was also assessed. In India, as we have seen, the land 
unit was a fejffet. In Kashmir, land anit was a [>atta (a| pat* 
his equals one big tin). One-third of the gross-produce was 
taken by the government in cash. 

This system of Zabii was not uniformly applied. In some 
parts 'summary assessments' based on summary estimates pre¬ 
vailed and in others distribution of the gross produce in kind 
was the rule. Hut attempts, which were very successful in 
Akbar’s reign were made to introduce the Zabti system in all the 
Crown lands. 

To sum up : "A fixed standard of mensuration having been 
adopted, the Sand was surveyed. It was then classified, ac¬ 
cording as jt was waste, fallow 1 , or under crop. The last daw 
was taken as the basis of assessment, that which produced cereals, 
vetches, nr oil -seeds being assessed to pay one-third of the aver¬ 
age gross produce to the State, the other two-thirds being left 
to the cultivators. It is very noticeable that Akbar added to his 
polirv of union the equally important policy of continuity of sys¬ 
tem. The needy husbandman was furnished with advances, re- 
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able on easy term* 1 he assessments when once made were 
3 £ ess ? d f or nineteen years • and after the twenty-fourth year of 
the re,gn the aggregate collections of the past ten rears having 
been added together and divided by ten, the future collections 
We ^ ma<le 00 °f this decennial average. 

Care wag taken to provide an easy means of complaint when 
undue collections were exacted and to punish severely the m,ik v 
exactors. The cultivators were to be made responsible, jointly 
as w ell as severally ; the cultivators of fallow land were'to b^ 
favoured tor two years ; advances of seed and money were to be 
made when necessary, arrears being remitted in the case of small 
holding Collectors were to make yearly reports on the con¬ 
duct of rhesr subordinates. Monthly returns were to be trans¬ 
muted to the imperial exchequer. Special reports were to be 
sent up of any special calamities, hail. Rood, or drought. The 
to ecEOrs were to see that the farmers got receipts for their 
payments which were to be remitted four times in the veur ; at 
ie end of that period no balance should be outstanding. Pay¬ 
ments were, il possible, to be voluntary, but the standing crops 
were theoretically hypothecated, and. where needful, were to be 
attached. Above all, there was to be an accurate and miimre 
record of each man s holding and liabilities.” i> 

l he land poky of Akbar was essentially a sound economic 
poky brnrowed from Sher Shah and applied in his Empire bv 
Kaja rodar Mall irrespective of caste, colour, or creed- 


° "Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule" by Stanley Lane-Poole 

pp. 2*3-4- ' 










CHAPTER TV. 

LABOUR AVAILABILITY AND ITS 
DISTRIBUTION. 

Under (the Moguls (Akbar was no exception) a labourer j»ad 
no free wS of his own. There was no difference Iwtweea him 
and the commodities he produced. When ordered to move, 
he must move ; and when ordered to stay, he must stay, As to 
the work he might be called upon to do. whatsoever the nature 
of the work might be, he had to do it. Remuneration was on 
the good old principle of ‘giving as much to fjit* labourer as 
would enable I;im fa do the work and to keep him nkve. U 
may be thought the conditions of labour were no better than 
slavery. Far from it. There was a distinct mid separate class 
of slave* of which we get frequent mentions in the Ain-i-Akbart. 
Banter's Travels, etc. The difference between the two was 
this : Labourers could not In? sold while slaves could be mort¬ 
gaged and sold as if they were a part of the movable property 
Otherwise, the conditions of work and existence wore the same. 

[f there was any highly skilled worker of repute, a master crafts¬ 
man. he would immediately Ire monopolised by the King. He « 
would be moved to the Government workshop as the State was 
the biggest entrepreneur in those davs. Factories and capita- 
lists, as we understand the terms today, are of recent growth 
for thev were then merged In the State. A few capitalists here 
and there used to carry on the banking business which consisted 
of fending and transmitting of money only, but they were closely 
watched and supervised by the State. 

There was, therefore, no problem of capit.J versus labour ; 
but one ol the highly centralised autocratic state, on the one 
hand, ami the extremely large and utt grouped labourer-., on the 
other. who had nothing to fall back on but die crumbs Inal 
would be thrown to them from the dflStar-fclmn (the cloth on 
which the higher class of people ate their food) of those in 
power.' 

Division of People under Akbar. 

The whole of society was split up into three classes. 





LABOUR AVAILABILITY AND ITS DISTRIBUTION 

The first class was composed of the Mansabdars (officials), 
the courtiers and favourites, with the king at the apex. This 
class lived in magnificent splendour by spending the hard-gotten 
money of the other two classes. Their motto was 'Live beyond 
your income, 1 hey were veritable parasites devouring what die 
others produced—vampires sucking the life-bltxxf of the nation 

The secern i class was a small class of men who were engaged 
in trade and manufactures. Their sole anxiety was to be in the 
good books of the officials. 1 hey had always to pose as poor, 
else they' would be devoured by "the sharks" at the imperial 
court. 

The third class former! the bulk of the population. They were 
numerically far greater than the first and second classes combined, 
but they had no power and no position. They existed in order 
to be exploited by the men in the first group. The function of 
the second group was to act as a transmitting agency—receiving 
from the third group and passing it on t w ith some of their money 
added to it. to the first group. 

The splendour of the Mogul Court was hosed on the min of 
the Nation. Labour availability was, therefore, very great. 
A large starving population is the best recruiting ground for la¬ 
bour. and all that was needed for a mart in need of labour was to 
have power, not money. This was one of the reasons whv 
people scrambled for appointments round the throne, which were 
not difficult to secure if only one knew where to pull strings and 
when. 

"In fact, there were for all grades, except the very' lowest, 
only two modes of obtaining support from State funds ; a man 
must either enter its active service, as the holder of a vnansab, 
or he must petition for a madad-i-muash (literally, "help to 
live"), on the ground of being a student of the holy books, an 
attendant on a mosque (mutanmili or kkadim), a man of teaming 
and religious life (da mesh), a local judge (0ajj), or an expounder 
of the Mahommedan law («ta/ti) M n 

1 here was, in fact, no other way of getting a job but by get¬ 
ting hold of a man who would introduce you to the proper people 
and would stand as your security. There were no other depart 
ments to absorb even well-trained men. 

There were no lawyers, and no professional teachers, as edu¬ 
cation in those days meant the cramming and the parrot-like re¬ 
petition of the Otiran, no journalists or politicians and no engi- 


** "The Army of the Indian Moguls" Uy Wj|[iam Irvine, p. j. 
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■iters. [here was run any money available for productive en¬ 
terprise because of two Jacts : one. the dominant care of the 
upper dass was the consumption and hoarding of gold, silver, 
peads, diamonds, etc., and. two, the uncertainty of reaping 
where one has sowed. The labour market was composed of 
labourers (as discusser! above) and of slaves. Slavery was the 
order of the day. Akbar s promulgation of order on this sub¬ 
ject we have already studied, but what he really succeeded in 
achieving was only a change in name, for slavery during Akbar‘s 
o igir flourished to a great extent. His freeing the slaves bv 
not calling them Gtdmii (slaves) but calling them Cln-iis (disciples) 
did not in the least improve the tot of Chclas. In the decree of 
Akbar of 1594 A.D. it was laid down that. “A father or a mother 
might, if forced by hunger ant) extreme misery, sell their child, 
and afterwards when they had the means to pay, might buv it 
back again from servitude/' 1 ) 

Akbar realised the extremes to which a man may be forced 
and instead of trying to remove the causes (which affected his 
empire and incidentally his claim to greatness) responsible for 
several t i mines during his reign when cannibalism was practised 
near his capital, he naively suggests hypothecation of children ! 1 ' 
Sr is wrong to say that famines in India are the result of the 
Drain Policy of the British. Prior to their coming, India was 
.object to famines and the rulers introduced famine measures 
like Lflugar Kimiut (free supply of food), indiscriminate charities, 
etc. but these were not effective as they were not based on 
any economic principle. There is, however, a difference be¬ 
tween the famines of those days and the famines of these. The 
famines of those days were localised in nature—confined to one 
particular area on account of the defective transportation and 
communication machinery of the Government. Onlv the area 
where famine prevailed suffered The rest of the empire u.v. 
Liruiffet ie<J. Even if a w£re rich! he would have to stiiiggte 
on with the other* on account of the shortage of food-stufis.^He 
might die if there were no food available though he might be 
worth mtflmns. Regarding a severe famine in the beginning 
oi Akbjjr s reign it is said, ......and there was a terrible 

(amine in many parts, and especially In the province of Delhi. 

I hough they were finding signs of gold, they could see no trace 
<>f grain. Men took to eating one another, some would join 
t ogether and carry off a solitary' man, and make him their food! "*» 

11 1 ‘ M uT^aktiaEu-Taiva rihh 11 by .M-Badavuni (Vo!, Nj, p, 7^ w 
^V‘Ak1lflmaIIta ,, by H. feeveAdge, l,CS„ fVol. If), p L s - 
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J he famines of to-day are world-wide in their effect. A famine 
in India hits nor only the whole country but the whole world* 
And it is impossible foi y rich tnan to die because foot! is not 
available locally, He can get wheat from Australia or Canada 
m an aeroplane by sending a cable to traders there. Famines 
m die past were food-famines. The famines of 10-day are 
Jildney-famines, scarcity of purchasing power. Bur, whatever 
defence we may make of famines to-day t one thing is certain, that 
they are a blot on the administration of India. Thousands dying 
on account ol food-shortage or money-shortage in an extremelv 
fertile country like India does not reflect anv credit on the Ciov- 
eniment which manages the affairs in I ndia, Famines can be 
ended by mending the conditions which are responsible for them, 
but never bv 'passing the buck to and fro”, as Mr. Ford would 
sav, just as we have studied famines from a comparative stand- 
pomi. so it would be worth while to study slavery as well. Mr. 
More Urn 1 makes a sweeping assertion when he says. "The dis¬ 
appearance of slavery may burly be described as recent; until 
the passing of Act V. of 1843 the British Courts in India were 
ixicupjed in rlecitlin|r thifi question, Even at rJiat time slavery 

S recalled more or less throughout the presidencies of Rental 
ombay, and Madras.*'•) ‘ 6 

The Courts in India are occupied 10-dav in deciding the ques¬ 
tion of the sales of minor boys and girls. From the interior of 
Kumaon Division, these minor boys and girls are collected 
in :t bunch ami sold, mostly in the Punjab market. There is a 
traftic in human beings in the Simla Hill States and also among 
the J Iiarus (wild tribe) in the Eastern parts of the Cnired Pro¬ 
vinces of Agra and Oudh Forced labour or Begur prevails in 
many parts of RrErish-adminisrered districts in India. Almora, 
a highly advanced city in learning and culture, onlv ended this 
ev,l system of Bega r in r 9*0 A. D, The condition of the work - 
ers m the tea estates and coffee plantations of Assam and Mil- 
gin is on a par with those of slaves. The indentured labour sv^- 
tern1 which sent ship-loads of men to java, Fiji, Africa, etc. was 
nothing less than slavery. Fortunately, it has been ended now 
but only a tew years ago this traffic in human flesh ivas a lucra¬ 
tive trail*.* for a good many Much lias been done, but much 
mure remains to be accomplished, A Lincoln can only save 
die present world by teaching the relation that should exist 
between man and man, A ha lj-Mure and half free huinattitv 
t s doomed to destruction. _ 

It “India ai the DmI. of Akhar” by Mnrelanrt, p. 90. — 
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Poftomt to Labour in Akbar's Time . 

All wages were fixed at a minimum schedule rate. The nor- 
trial rate for an unskilled labourer was two dams ( 4 o dams equal 
o one rupee and ten such ruj>ees equal to a pound sterling j n 
ur s tune. So the unskilled labourers used to get 3/400 
or 1 ,200 or a pound sterling per day) ; while a first class 
tarpen £ ot se ^ e . n rf(I L n|t P^r &l]Y- The monev wages appear 
to amount to nothing, but monev in those days had tar greater 
purd.aju* power .ban .he money of feji*? Eve» IwfSS 
were of greater value m those days than the six annas (1/40 
ceding, approximately) which an unskilled labourer 
3 S£*¥f in Northern India. A comparative study is attempt¬ 
ed below in order u, emphasi* clearly the great differences be¬ 
tween money-wages and real wages in Akbar’s time and money- 
wages and real-wages to-day. y 
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■ "Akbar the Gr^t Mogul*' b> V. A, Smith, p. 39& . 
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Approximate prices in 1926 of some of the commodities used 
by the labourers in India to-day are given below : 
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Assuming that a labourer bad to support himself, his wife and 
four children—a family of six, he could do much better on two 
a day in Mogul times than on .;ix annas a day to-day* A 
family of six requires four pounds of Millet, a [>ound of mask 
(pulse), one quarter of a pound of oil. and a little salt. In India, 
labourers in Akbar’s time thanked their stars if they could get 
one meal a day. Even to-day the same is the case. We re¬ 
present below their consumption in tabular form : 
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I he labourer in Akbar's lime had a surplus of half dant to be 
spent on salt, fuel and other things, while the labourer of to-day 
has no margin even for necessaries like salt, fuel, etc. There is 
one factor more that must be taken into consideration, namely, 
that the labourer in Akbar's time could neither smoke on account 
of tobacco having been newly introduced and, therefore confined 
to the upper classes as a novelty, nor could he drink on account 
of State prohibition and social pressure which exercised strong 
control over people in those days. The labourer of to-day must 
smoke and in good many cases must drink and gamble because 
he hii% a vision of high living 1 Labour, having no free wilt in 
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Akbar's time. could be dominated by high class people and 
forced to do work. As (or payment, it was merely a question 
of comjemence IE he (the employer) liked to pay. hi would 
pay. otherwise He would have them beaten and timed out. but 
generally the workman got paid if he did not go out o£ his way 
to srntate Ins employer, who was the sole master against whom 
there was no appeal. * 

TuhiJur Distribution. 

J Vre were no I rades Unions to study the demand for labour 
and move labour from one district to the other. There was very 
ict e safety to life Oti the King’s highways and so there was 
htde movement. Moreover, there was no concentration of de¬ 
mand for labour at one particular place as there is to-day in 
Ho^y Calcutta Gawnpore ete. The manufacturers were all 
on the artisan level, and for them family life sufficed. The bitf- 
ge*t demand always came from the State, and the Kina bv his 

l ,Tman Cf * J ? d coflect any number of men lie liketk There 

was no Itnut to his massing of labourers, save the number of 
people m his Empire, 

There was always a movement of labour towards the t arjital 
because the demand for labour in ibe capital was insatiable 
" OE , "as required for any productive purpose ; it was 

smiply needed to enhance the reputation of the employer. The 
greater the number of servants one kept in India, the greater 
the Prestige. I rnhably on this ground, the Britishers who go 
to India engage from twelve to twenty servants in order to en¬ 
able them to pass the days of exile—voluntarily entered into 
nily does Moreland depict the conditions of weavers and pea¬ 
sants under the Mojfuls in die following words: "Weavers 
naked themselves toiled to clothe others. Peasants, them¬ 
selves hungry, coded to feed the towns and dries. M <> fj ut mi . 
Fortunately, it is a picture of to-da> as well. The number of 
towns and cu,es was small under the Moguls as compared to 
the n unifier of tpnfey. The increasing number of citiS Tpdk 
disaster to the villages. Weavers without clothes, peasants 

without food—can any man paint a picture of desolation more 
tragic than this ? 

* ^ ^ * i ' crawling when they ought to have been 
running, lisping when they ought to have been speaking — U it 
any wonder that these manufacturers of necessaries should 
starve so that cities might wallow in luxury ? 

II "From Aklwr tw Aunuig«b- by Mordand, pp. 394.5, 
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(Akbar's idea about population) 

-, ,,a musician named Goda, wai; brought before His 

Majesty and it appeared that be hits twenty-live children from 
one wife. Apropos of this His Majesty said, "A BUuci had 
twenty children from one wife and he came to the Court and 
petitioner! saying, and people say this chaste matron has become 
forbidden to me (karam : illegal.) on account of the numerous 
hsrth?.. What remedy have I t and what cute is ilierc for my 
wretchedness?' We bade him be comforted and observed that 
such a saying bad not the appearance of truth- Wicked ston 
tellers must have invented it, if any matrimony produced such 
a good result (as so large a progeny) it was an honour to the par 
ties, and not a case for abstension (hirrmctf). Let him then go 
on to display his own virility, and the fertility of his spouse,**»> 


1r “This Akbar Nirni of Abu-t-Fazl" Iran stated by H. Beveridge. i.C’S 
fVol. Ill), p L 37#. 





CHAPTER V. 

CAPITAL ORGANISATION: CURRENCY 
AND ITS REGULATION, 

KOTHEES, HUNDEES, 

Capital organisation, as we understand the term to-day, did 
not exist then* There were no Joint-Stock Companies for there 
was no need of them. Manufactures were on the artisan or 
agricultural level and people had no need for the mammoth pool¬ 
ing of rheir financial resources. 

.Moreover, people did not know the art n{ making money 
"breed”, and they either spent it or hoarded it unproductively. 
Those who traded in money generally practised usury The 
Eing was the sole hanker, 'Ht advanced big loans and financed 
industries. As he would not deal in small sums and as he would 
give money only to those whom he liked, so a need for other 
institutions which would take up small businesses, issue kundees 
(bills), and exchange old coins for new coins at a fixed discount 
was keenly felt. The latter part of the business, namely, the 
exchange oi old coins for new was also done by the King. The 
King's business was confined to the Capital.' !n other places. 
h<3 would deaj only through his governors. 

A lew banking houses came into existence in order to take up 
those businesses which the King would not do. They were 
immediately pounced upon bv the officials who put an 'end lo 
ih^ir business. ] hey plfcasetf these officials a tit! approached the 
Emperor who, after consulting his officers, allowed them to earn 
on their business within certain limits. The limits imposed were 
three : 

( i ) T hey should noc compete with the State. 

(2) ITiey should always consult (he King's officials if they 
intended introducing any new business; and 

(3) I he rates fixed by the King would be observed by them, 
that is to say, rates determined by the laws of supply 
and demand would be ignored and only the King’s rales 

, T / <lu ^ determine the market tone. 

1 he kinds of business that fell to their lot were : 

(a) That kind of money-lending which King would not do. 
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(bj Exchanging old coins for new coins at a certain discount 
lixed by the King ; 

and (c) Issuing and discounting of Hundees at rates sanctioned 
by the King. 

For depositing money, a certain rate of interest was charged 
from the depositor. 

These banking houses were called Kothees and the men en¬ 
gaged there were called Sharrafs (Shroffs) who had to work under 
the orders of Munetmjee (agent of the financier). These 
Kothees opened branches in different parts of the Empire. 
Mostly, the branches were opened in those parrs where they 
had other businesses as well. For example, a man dealing ]n 
indigo would have a branch in Sarkhcj (Gujarat) which would 
tap the business in the West, another at Lahore if he were en¬ 
gaged tn the overland trade of indigo, and his headquarters would 
be at Agra in order to give him all the facilities that the caijical 
tn those days gave and also to enable him to rap the Biana (near 
Agra) indigo, if he were interested in the Bengal trade, he 
would have a branch in Patna or in Satgeon (near Dacca), 

I he expanding indigo trade used to bring in a large profit 
and that was why the indigo men added another lucrative busi¬ 
ness of Banking to their already flourishing business. Later 
on, the banking houses and the indigo houses were called Ijv 
the name Neel (indigo) Kothees (houses). 

Very rarely does one find any particular house doing only the 
banking business and no other. Some of the Kothees failed, 
t utting up a red flag outside a ffuiliw was a sign of failure, 
some of the Kothees were worsted in competition and were 
swallowed up by bigger Kothees ; so at the end there were ono 
or t wo powerful Kothees which carried on a flourishing business 
by greasing the palms (bribing) of the officials and by eez- 
ing then clients. 

Such, in short, is the history of banking under Akbar. 

Currency and its Regulation Before Akbar. Sher Shah was 
the man who saw the advantages of a stable currency and he T 
with the help of his far-sighted financier Raja Todar Mall, stabi¬ 
lised the currency of his time. Akbar merely followed in his 
footsteps and was fortunate in securing that able man Raja Todar 
Mall who reformed lus currency and stabilised «. 

’Akbar brought his coins to a fixed standard of purity' and 
improved their shape. They were weighed against standard 
agate weights. One of them bore for a legend : The best coin 
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h liiat which h employed in supplying men with the necessaries 
of life*, and which benefits the companions in the road of God.* T »> 


C n rrenty. 


‘ The coins in regular use were silver and copper. Gold 
coins were also struck hut were rarelv found in circulation. The 
chief silver coin was the rupee of 172.5 grains j the chief cooper 
cum wa_Si the dam f and sn £ach there were subsidiary coins, 
UH? smaller silver piece being one-twentieth of a rupee, and the 
smallest copper being one-eighth of a dam, The copper coins 
were not as now tokens (40 dams equal to one rupee). ’' Even 
the smallest copper coin (the damn or one-eighth dam or otie- 
threr hundred-and-twentieth of a rupee) did not suffice for the 
detailed items of the Imperial accounts or for the small transai 
tmns of every day life. For the former purpose, the dam was sub¬ 
divided on paper into twenty-five jitah so that the accounts could 
be kept to the one-thousandth part of a rupee : for the latter 
cowries were used ,"4 


Another writer, speaking of the dam, says, 1 ‘The dam or fntisa 
was a massive copper coin weighing normally 333.5 grains. The 
normal relative value of copper to silver was 72.4 to 1 ami. for 
purposes of accounts, forty of the copper dams equalled one 

.'*/ rupee of 172.5 grams of pure silver, Dams were further 
subdivided into jitets which were not in circulation. Cowries 
formed the last rain." 3 ' 

Cowries were in circulation in all the parts of India prior to 
the Great War (1^14 A,D .}. Seventy-two cowries were equal 
to one pice. But now they have gone out of circulation as the 
price equilibrium is at a higher level in these days. 

Another coin which used to circulate was Mahmttdi which was 
a silver coin equivalent to eleven pence. Akhar*s rupee was 
equal to two shillings and three pence, and his gold mohiir was 
equal to his ten rupees, 

The Ain-i-Akhan (Pages 27 to 38) translated by H. Blochman 
gives a long schedule of gold, silver, and copper coins which 


11 ‘'The Mogul Emperors of Hindustan" by E. S. Holden, 
tj ' India at the Death of ,\kbar" by Moreland, p, 

*> M Akbar. the Groat Mogul" by V. A. Smith, p. 
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circulated in Akbar** time. Most of them arc of theoretical im¬ 
portance. Only a short summary is attempted below : 

GOLD COINS 


NAME 

OESntllTIOS 

Value 

Shufirh 

Ha hut 

A'tumh 

ftmdd win 
snimir *nd mum! 
■itlfcMn* And murid 

MW iali JaUh mflAurj 

lUnmt 

K£|unrr rind round 

eo 

CflUftil 

■Ml tin nr farm 

^ fi- 

*£ 

Lti'K Jnlttli 

rciund 

■' tv 

H Mohun 

Afiau't 

mum! 

Ji ru peti 

ittsh* 

round 

ift 

JUtgaihtir 

round 

Ml 

Stikrati 

munii 

|T 1» 

a 1( 

etc. 

etc. 

^U r . 


. ... luiivn^u 111 me imperial Mim was to com Ui V 

faiats (equate 2 ijwhurs), Dhans (equals 1 mohur). and 
(equals 11I the or 2-K-0), each coin for the 

spu e ot a minilJi, 1 he other gold coins were never stamped 
without special orders. It appears that Akbar was a great be- 
lever in the rotation of currency. W hat was the idea midcrtyme 
rotation or currency it U difficult to guc&s to^rlay. 

As to silver coins, the rupee was round and weighed 11.1 
and was equivalent to forty dams. The Dark was equi¬ 
valent to half-rupee; the CWn was equivalent to one-fourth of 
a nipee ; the Pandau one-Jifth ; the Asht, one-eighth ; the Dasa. 
one-tenth ; the Kata, one-sixteenth and the Suki, one-twentieth 
1 ost of these coins were never coined, but were used only in 
calculation Copper coins were important because thev cireu- 
a good deal. With the exception of the last (fitah, ail 
copper coins were in circulation : 


diMak 
Faufah 
Damri 
fJrtal} 


iV 

i « dam 
J- of * dam 
^ of 1 dam 
; ’j of 1 (fom 


H appears very strange that the class! heat ion of copper coins 
has been borrowed in tot a by the British from Akbar and applied 
in the country (India) to-day. 


in* 
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COPPER COINS IN INDIA TO-DAY 


(Puis*) Fir# 

Ad*rfo 
Fattlah&r 
Ckadttm 
Damri 


= of a rapcfl 

= A pii'C 

k j of n pier 

■* p of A pier 


Cfj(ufawi and Damn are expressed in cowries, but there is a 
copper coin called Pie which is equal to 1/3 of a pice* that 
is to say, the lowest copper coin tn India which bears the King's 
stamp is worth 1/192 ol a rupee or 1/2880 of a pound ster¬ 
ling ! 


Akb&r's Mint Reform. 

“The Dirhams and Dinars which had been coined with the 
stamps of former Emperors were to be melted down and sold 
for their value in gold and silver, and no trace of them was to be 
left in Lhe world. And nil sorts of Ashrnfis and Rupees, on 
which there was his owm royal stamp whether oh! or new, should 
be set in i;irdilation, and no difference of years was to he re* 
garded. And Qulij Khan, being very diligent, every day sought 
at the (jankers, and took bonds from them and inflicted fines 00 
them, anil many were nut to death with various tortures. But 
for all that they wmuld not desist from uttering counterfeit 
coins.'* 1 > 

In 1594 A.D. new decrees were promulgated. One of the 
decrees was ; “The price of gold, silver and precious stuffs was 
to remain fixed, and they were to be bought at the imperial tariff. 
A fixed profit was to accrue to the imperial treasury. This 
order was very effective because the King used to have the 
largest amount of precious metals and precious stones. Other 
people who liad some of this precious stuff were afraid to bring 
it out lest it might find its way into the Imperial Treasury by 
devices well-known to the people in those days. So the King 
could control the money market by a mere firman (order). 

The amount of wealth that Akbar left sounds fabulous. With 
that amount of wealth, he could easily force his will on the people 
without having recourse to other measures, “Akbar ltad never 
more than six thousand elephants at one time, nor hail he ever 
less than five thousand during his whole reign. His other pro¬ 
perty has been thus estimated : 


1) "Munralftiabki-Taivarikli'' b\ Al-Badayum (Vol. II), p. ^3, 
4) "Mumakhatbu-Tawarikh" by Al-Badayuni (Vol. II), p. '^4. 
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“Of AUayces (a golden coin), a sum equal to ten crore of 
rupees, Resides one crore's worth of aliayees. which he set aside 
for his private treasure. 

“'Jen maunds, full weight. (Soo lbs.) of uncoined gold. 
Seventy maunds (5600 lbs.) oi uncoined silver. Sixty 
mounds {4,800 lbs.) of uncoined copper ; besides one crore coin¬ 
ed into tankas. 

“Twelve thousand stable horses. One thousand camels and 
nearly one thousand Tfoos (hunting leopards)." 1 ' 

Another writer said that "Akbar left approximately forty mil¬ 
lion pounds sterling in coined money which would be equal to-day 
U> two hunt]red million pounds sterling if we fake the purchasing 
power as basis. '**) 

J here is nothing to wonder at in this. After meeting his great 
expenditure, Akbar was able to leave, the huge fortune behind 
because of his many sources of income, 

Akbar's Sources of Income. 

r. The King exacts enormous sums in tribute from the pro¬ 
vinces of his empire; 

2 - He also derives much revenue from the hoarded fortunes 
of the great nobles, which by law and custom all come 
to die King on their owner’s death. In addition, there 
are the spoils of conquered Kings and Chieftains, whose 
treasure is seized, ami the gTeat levies exacted, and gifts 
received, from the inhabitants of newly-subdued districts 
in every* part of his dominions ; 

j. He also engages in trading on his own account, and thus 
increases his wealth to no small degree; for he eagerly 
exploits every possible source of profit; 

4. He allows no bankers or money-changers in his Empire 
except the superintendents and' tellers of the royal trea¬ 
suries. I his enormous banking business brings the King 
great profit ; for at these royal! treasures alone may gold 
coin be changed for silver or copper, and vice versa. The 
Government officers are paid in gold, silver, or copper 
according to their rank- Thus it comes about that those 
who are paid m one type of com need to change some 
of it into another type ; 


13 “History of the Rise of Mahommtcfaii Power in India" bv Jotsn 
Briggs (Vnl, II), fp :Sr«ffo, 
tt "Attar the Great Mogul” by V. A. Smith. 
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ami "5. There is law also that no home muv be sold without 
1 hr King’s knowledge or that of his agents. I L allows 
.tiiftions to he fnedy hdd, bur buys tip all the best horses 
, "’ r himself, without however interfering with the bid¬ 
ding, or raking olfence if any one tries to outbid 

A & regards rhe ?nd. namely die spoils of conquered King, 
and chieftains."another writer snvs that bv the sack of Hindu 
:«Wns and places of worship. as well as the plunder obtained 
J"™ the tuaduls of tile infttda some of the Mohamedac Chiefs 
had made great fortunes. They wete loth to part with it. and 
, f! 7 S™ so irro ¥PfU that \kbar. in order to rripple rheir power 
took away the.r ill-gotten wealth. A part of it he spent m res¬ 
toring I I nidi! towns and places of worship. 

As regards the -;di, namely that Akbar did not allow banking 
oi aity kind, the statements are too general. As we have seen 
he allowed banking w ithin limits/' subject to the close com ml 
ol his orhcuUs. Free hanking was unknown. As regards the 
5th, namely free bidding in an auction when Akbar himself was 
iMdrlmg, it was unthinkable. No man would be anxious to part 
with his life, by bidding for an object which the King wanted 
to have for himself. Bur the latter part of the paragraph makes 

free bidding clear: “ .buys up all the best horses for 

himself. It appears that free bidding was’only permitted when 
he was not a bidder himself. We have studied currency, its 
reforms, ami banking in Akbar’s time and now a fen tinea must 
he devoted to H unites (bills) which were iuid are indigenous to 
I ndia. H*nfee* circulate freely in India even to-day hiuI a good 
dea of inland trade is settled by Hundees. The MarwarJes. a 
tradmg community :n India. have mostly monopolised this busi¬ 
ness. Ihtndeen may or may not come under the Negotiable 
J nstruiTienls Act . (f so drafted as to meet with all the require- 

mems of the Art, they are governed by the Act; otherwise nor. 
rtuvdees are of four kinds : 

(0 Darshavi — payable ai sight, 

1-) Miti — payable after date, 

W to a respectable matt, 

and (4.]y ftAfrfcomi-^arni’iiig risk. Insurance t)-pe, 

DitTshnm and itfifi ffuude €:s if properly drafted and stamped 
\\ u. otc under the Art, na\ m Shnk-Jag am! Jokhumi Hujwlees. 

In Suah-jog the person is not ^perihrti, and in Jokhamt risk is 


1 *nnxnent»r> of Fat he 1 Montiermte*' hy Tfoyhntl md Banerjw a, 
207. 
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/ otfa *** OOrobto insurance with Kill «f _ L 
The Huridee^ fha* rimiUrr-I \\* * . ^ IJ * c^warape^ 

MM. and S&E*SS Ssftrfi " m t 

kkatm Hundees wir ,kl f ^ U ' r sh !^ distances /o- 

always limits I, Shah-jog waTmuchlii lhe,r ri f rulatio, > was 
w.ih the tfifiictlliv rtf identification £* ( ,|J?PE ,f 1 °** a " '> 
any man presenting it uy >iiM ’. Ut . ri5 ^ was aJso great; 
the right man or nm, The owner oJ being 

tl,at ic no man. Thus Shah ia u rfr 'J ettai)Ie ' Beyond 

‘ u™;cy note, of these da vs Ww "*“ fes ^l« the 

we Appendix C.J J Cf treatment of ffundtts 


APPENDIX ~C 

tftAVDEES. 

Wuiufecj *ipp of four kinds : fa} Shah-in *> n k 

" W >•• «y respeciahle man ; Ltftp^&lSSf? “ ? *“$'? 
is morn nr I™ „> a n i„ sura ’ “ /'’“««• Mwnfce, which 

■? Smiili i„ Burma wonh five ««f» «*« 

Smuh and takes it to a fokhami HumA , . ■’ ohn < * rawi 

-sh down four hundred *tfZ2!£S££' ^ to give 

charges to cover his discoimi w P Eighty rupees he 
J&khi mn /fttrjtfprc-^du sends ri> it 1 t r - 1 . insura, J ] ce P r «mium. The 
s«s .ha. signed by sS Whn u° \ A ‘ , ' , '* - ‘' in »«- »"ri 

nipees. u on ( |,e IJth “ f ..* ■ mtm w mui gains nighty 
^ iiftiivil^euubi suffers a i f *taj l™* ** 1< T tro T e ^' /fliW- 

™.v bn goverVd 373® dXf n, ,W " ,m r" 5 A"; The 
Hundet comprising =; laryn parr of tFin in '* ' trt ‘ ,iJ1 . y a Johfi'imt 
be governed hv the said Ac[ In n . .'‘V!‘' ranine 

demand hill of cioW 3 ««* - a 

some specified days after date/ jxeneralk- H ^ ls 

j?oriahlc Instruments *\rr In " 1 ' * r> CChrJie und^cr the 

»r. Radhak/JSvj&terfcSSS"^ f "“ 0 "' i »g ««m 

p^.i^^S V r'UCT i “ 

eaebangr h r a re «" 7ar ^.em of 

Western s )Wm oJbffl, of et.rb.ange. "Ar'BL 
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made payable after a certain odd number of days {mifi), five and 
twenty-one for Bhiwani. eleven for Delhi, and sixty-one for 
Calcutta, Bombay or Cawtipore, The rates of premium or dis¬ 
count (ftundaaart) vary with the state of trade and the risk (/11011- 
ftnml of bankruptcy (dht'flfa) of the merchant, Like the bill of 
exchange the II undue changes hands. The genera! rate of dis¬ 
count for the Hutidce is annas 1 2 j>er R_s 100, per mensem. Be¬ 
fore the war it was annas 8 per Rs. 100. The Bunyas who com¬ 
mand credit would sell Hundees at par value (barti) at annas 1? 
|>er Rs. 100 per mensem. Bui when there is some risk of 
bankruptcy of the merchant concerned, they sell below par 
(Kamti), e.g., at annas 6 per Rs. too, There is a panchvyat 
of the bankers, which decides not merely social quarrels, hut also 
h nan rial claims. The claims are settled in a way somewhat like 
the following : A is the creditor. B. borrows from A and writes 
fduicnr) a hundee. A finds that B is unreliable and sells the hundee 
to C at below par. C accepts it because A's connection has 
added credit (fnsscnr) to B, If C cannot recover the amount 
from B, the amount will be divided between A, B, and C in 
proportions fixed by the Punchayat „ They never seek the pro¬ 
tection of the Courts. If any merchant refuses to obey the deci¬ 
sion of the Punchayat . the money market is closed for him (fmsnar 
btuidd), he is an outcasts, 


l>"Business Organisation'* by D, Pant, pp. 63-64. 






CHAPTER VL 


TAXATION. 


Taxation was recognised as a definite source of income to the 
King, ft was levied everywhere iti a haphazard manner la 
theory it was one ol the royal prerogatives to la\ taxes, but in 
practice anybody who was somebody levied taxes and realised 
them in bis area. So we find a multiplicity of taxes which 
harassed the traders a good deal. 

None of the Moguls ever thought of taxation as a powerful 
weapon to be used for transferring the money from the pockets 
of the foreigners into their own. Nor had they any idea of so 
raxing imports as to give encouragement to the growth of indus¬ 
tries within their Empire, Taxation was viewed purely from 
the revenue standpoint. Foreigners were taxed less Elian the 
subjects of I he Empire and were further given concessions which 
htt indigenous industries hard. This was done not with a view 
to enable the foreigners to destroy the Indian manufactures but 
to keep the foreigners fighting among themselves. Certainly 
this was the chief reason for the English getting better terms 
than the I ortuguese. Agra was anxious to cripple the growing 
power of the Portuguese and it wanted the English to fight with 
them. To make one class fight with the other so as to maintain 
the balance of power seems to he the destiny of India This 
central arch of class-war in the magnificent edifice of Administra¬ 
te"* « » prime necessity in India as all her rulers have 
The Moglils could not fight with the Portuguese their admi- 
r * ^sis only a Port Trust and nothing more, so the English 
and the Dutch got concessions in order to keep the Portuguese 
within bounds. The interests of the subjects of the Empire were 
sacrificed so that the English might keep the Portuguese in check. 
The political machinery, of which taxation forms an important 
pare, was set in motion to help the English against the Portu¬ 
guese. But the steam-roller of taxation ground down the 
1 ndtuiis as well and helped the foreigner?. And, gradually, the 
seat of power shifted from Agra to Surat and then to Calcutta, 
On no set principles were these taxes levied. Aurangzeb aim - 
e ;u tin? iinstruction of the Hindus and Shins f Mohaixinxedans of 

il 
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a different sect whom Aurangzeb hater]}, so he applied ruinous 
taxation to them. 

When Ait bar was building Agra port, lie levied a special tax 
lor that. He built Fatehpur-Sikri by a special tax. 
When Khandesh was annexed. Prince Datiival raised the asse&s- 
mem hfty per cent, by a stroke of the pen. In fact, the Moguls 
(Akbar was no exception^had no clear idea of the principles of 
taxation, In one of his joyous moods, he would remit many 
[-ixes, and when there was Stnrtily of money he would lew as 
tnany taxes as lie liked. He would never trouble to study the 
incidence of taxation. I here is one point in studying taxation 
which should not be hist sight of. When, bv a firman, taxes 
were remitted, they were actually remitted near the Capital. In 
■ustant places, they were still realised by the Mogul officials. The 
net effecL of the decree was in the direction of the flow of money. 
Instead of the money going to the coffers of the King, it would 
pass into the pockets of the officials. W hen new taxes were 
imposed, they would also be realised; but this money went to 
fhe King. The taxation history of the Moguls is a record of 
confusion worse confounded. 1 he evil of farming taxes aggra* 
vated the situation. When we take into consideration the high 
customs charges of to-day—generally 3^ per cent, ad vafo- 
r£,w and in some eases one hundred per cent, and even more— 
we sigh for the good old days of Akbar. But m actual practice, 
the per cent, aif valorem rax on goods levied by Akbar was a 
more crushing tariff than any tariff that is levied to-day in anv 
civilised country. Uncertainty of tiixes . the wide range of 
taxes; the insatiable greed of officials ; the frequency of taxes 
levied by powerful individuals on their own account; the multi- 
plicity of taxes ; and the weak protection of life and property on 
the King s highways and in the King's Courts; all these were 
bound to kill all enterprise and initiative in trade. 

T.ht of the centra] administration towards foreign 

1 oinmerce was usually favourable, and the prescribed scales of 
customs duties were distinctly moderate. Abul Fazl states 
that, under Akbar, duties did not exceed 2^ percent But their 
fixation and realisation depended on the personality of local olfi- 
C£ ™ tu - irusloms were let on co 11 tract {/>« k hta). 

T he inland transit duties were many and vexatious fin TJie- 
venot s time on the road from Aurangabad to Golcoiida he 
counted sixteen taxing posts, in twenty-three leagues). "it The 


l) TiuJin at Die DealIi of Afcbar* 1 by Moreland, pp. 49-50. 
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transit duties continued to be charged by local customs officers 
and collectors on the spot. 

Another writer, speaking of duties at ports, says :—"Duties 
at ports were generally ad valorem on the prune cost of goods, 
as given in the original invoices, or on the value realised on sale 
of those goods at the places of importation, that is, market price 
at ports. Actually it depended very much on the discretion of 
the customs officers/' 1 * * 

The same writer, speaking of transit duties, says : "The na’ 
live system of transit duties was more of the nature of a toll levied 
in ever)' subdivision of a district on each load of goods or produce 
passing through it or imported for consumption therein or ex¬ 
ported therefrom to other subdivisions. Each subdivision was 
taken as a unit The goods moving within it were free from 
duties until they reached the frontier. 

Therefore, the burden of Iran sit duties depended no/ on the 
quality oj goods but on the quantity ,>f goods and on the distance 
they had to be corned. Thin, principle is so important that we 
may illustrate it by an example. One bullock-toad of velvet pass¬ 
ing through one sub-division has to pay, say, ten rupees. The 
santi- load of the same quality of velvet having to pass Lhrough 
ten sub-divisions, the amount of tax that it would have to pay 
would be one hundred rupees, as toll duly was charged on ox- 
load, or bullock-load, or cart-load, or camel-load etc. per sub¬ 
division. with reference to the kinds and not the value of the 
loaded goods. It was of the nature of specific duty . The system in 
India then offered a comparison with the German system prior in 
the formation of the Zollverein. f f we only study the list of duties 
said to have been remitted by Akbar, we can form an idea of the 
immensity and diversity of taxation. One writer says that, “His 
Majesty Akbar, from the excess of his beneficence, Ltd remitted 
duties in this department (Sea Custom) that equalled the reve¬ 
nues of a Kingdom. Ndhing now exacted upon exports and 
imports except a trifle taken at the ports which never exceeded 
two and a hall per cent , and this demand is so inconsiderable that 
the merchants account this reduction a perfect remission/’ 31 


i " History nf Indian Tariff*" by N, f, Shah, p. u. 

* ’History of Fmlian TurifT.^' by ?f* J, SEt^jU, p. *j. 

^ * * ,\ irs- i: - \ kb is ri *' Iranslaftci by tTladttin (Vo!. 1 Etfn. j&:oj , p. ;j h i- 

U“ 
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List of Taxes remitted or reduced by A kbar, 

Jkiah (Poll-tax), (Class A at 40 ; [5 at 20 ; C .it io.) 
Afirhaiferi, Port-dues and Ferry-fees (Sea customs reduced 
to [x»r cent.. Tonnage dues on River Navigation fixed 
at 'one rupee per Kos per one thousand Mans (Maunds)\ 
or roughly speaking, 2 shillings per two and half miles for 
every 24.5 tons. Tax on ferries graduated at from ten 
dams for an elephant to one-sixteenth of a dam for the 
lowest beast of burden). 

*3 Kas. lax upon pilgrims anti religious assemblages (An 
avowedly expansive demand at the option of the ruling 

S awer). 

uu 5fuiwrin (Tax on cow), Tax on Cattle. 

"5- Sar Darakhti, Tax on trees, 

6. Peshkashj Thank-offering on appointments. 

"l- Faruk -(■/ i Aksam-i-peskah, Trade licenses. 

Daroghaganah, Fees to Daroghas. 

*0. T ausiiduri. Fees to Tausidars, 

" ro. Fatah Dari, Fees to Treasurers, 
it. 5 ahi?m, Fees to Landlords. Like many other local 
terms, liable to cover several irregular exactions. 

"12. Wajh Kirayah, Fees on hiring or letting. 

‘■(3, Klwritah, Fees for bags on cash payments. 

14, Satrafi, bees on veriliouion of coins. 

Hflsii-i-foiCfjf, Market dues on the sale of — 

‘ ! 5 *VafcWrhas, Cattle. 

*'16, San, Hemp. 

" 17 . Kmu bal, Blankets. 

"18. Raghan, Chi. (Clarified butter.) 

”19 Adhun, Hides. 

"20. Kaiyali, Rough estimate measurements or appraise¬ 
ments, in opposition to 
- 1 ■ Wasant, Absolute weighmeots. 

Z2 K assn hi. Slaughtering (animals) 

' ] - 3 • Dabbaghi, Tanning. 

‘*24 Kamaj had, Gambling 
2,v (Sawing planks. Timber-yards). 

26. Rahdart, Transit duties, 

tur ^ an -, (>ri investiture, installation etc ) 

1 l n P ne l ^ e Ctatitarhka or four bachhs (assessments) 
of the Delhi territory : I- Pag, 2. Tag ('the doth worn round a 
child s waist i, 3. Kudi or Kan, a hearth, and 4. Punchhi, a tail 
hence cattle. 
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"28. fhuU (Smoke), hearth tax. 

"29. Khtmnh, Sale of hotisies (Tax payable both by 

buyer and seller), 

“30. Nhnaki, Manufacture of salt, 

"31. Balkaii, Tax exacted on the comencement of the har¬ 
vest. 

”32, Pali uatmd, Coarse felts (Numdasb 

“ 33, Ckutuih Kan, Manufacture of lime. 

"34. Khamnian. Safe of intoxicating liquors. 

“35. Ud/uff. Brokerage, 

“36- Mirin' Giri t Fishing. 

”i 7 - Has&drakht-i-til, Dye (Morinda dtrifolia). 

"38. And various other charges and demands known under 
the general denomination of $ayr j that , * 11 ) 

Imports 00 manufactures of respectable kinds were called Jihai. 
and on the remainder Sayr Jihat. 

In A.D. 1590-1 an Imperial order was issued abolishing tran¬ 
sit duties in the Empire. But it was not a success. Very soon 
after the promulgation of this Decree, transit duties were rcim- 
|Kiset], 

Copy of the Order issued for A holislmg Transit Duty. 

11 Be it known to all government writers, both now and here¬ 
after, and 10 all executive officers, in every part of Hindustan, 
that, in this auspicious period, being the seventh year of the se¬ 
cond cycle from the commencement of the Imperial reign, an 
order has been issued to this effect! As the divine government 
ui the glorious and blessed God has in conformity with its great¬ 
ness arid purity, and with a knowledge exalted as*eternity, deem¬ 
ed it necessary that the dominion of countries, and the govern¬ 
ment of cities, (which must provide for friend and stranger, and 
rnusi arrange the affair?, nf the merchant and trader) should be 
accomplished by means of just kings, a tax was therefore estab¬ 
lished on all articles brought into the market; that from this 
source of revenue, troops might be kepi up ami proper guardians 
appointed to protect the property of the State and of individuals 
But, as such tax, when not justly collected, must be a source of 
confusion, and detrimental to business, (though, praised he God ! 
since the Emperor's just reign commenced, the attention and 
consideration of his heart have ever been exerted for the neces¬ 
sary' comfort of the common people, ami the encouragement of 
hi s subjects) an or der is hereby issued exempting from taxation 

I' "Aici'j-Akbari" '(Gladwin's Translation i),. p, 359, 
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fij the following articles : All kinds of grain, or seeds ■ 

herbs, whether edible or medicinal : oils, sugar, essences ; cotton 
ami woollen cloths ; things made of leather ; copper articles 
madder, wood, reeds anti grass ; with such like things and effects 
; LS Hre m common use among the people : excepting, however, 
horses, elephants, camels, sheep, goats, military antis, and silk* 
tm stuffs, the taxes on which, besides one per cent,, are claimed, 
as vested rights, toll, or for benevolent purposes. (The three 
sources of uixation are respectively called by the Mahommc- 
r aivs Tumaghe, Baf $ and Zakat). The goverrunenl writers and 
ot . executive offioers, are hereby commanded to give effect to 
His order, so that the powerful may not oppress the weak, nor 
i He tyrannical commit aggressions on those who are at their mer- 
f y : and, now that respect for the imperial greatness and majnu- 
hcence exists in every breast, and that the light of justice and cle- 
mcncy has appeared : let us give thanks for all these presents to 
hiim who is the beneficent author of truth, 

It is therefore necessary tluu all executive officers and coni' 
tenders, all [wovineial writers and governors of cities, with all 
}'W r " ar *> administrators of government lands. Custom-house 
officers, keepers of the highways or passes, landholders, and all 
other government authorities, should attend to this order and 
use their utmost efforts to obev ii ; without attempting in anv- 
way to evade the saiiie."ff 1 fa 

Akbar introduced a few cesses like the Hafiscri (a charec of 
about twenty-five pounds par acre .if cultivation) and Zabihimi 

? fyul\ U * e<?s payable to officials engaged in assessment 
{S.aot} and measurement iftmb). 

There were also certain Si legal cesses or Abwahs which fall into 
six brq&d daBses : 

"fa) Duties on the (oral sale of produce, like the Municipal 

orfror duty of certain towns in modern India, but taken bv 
the btate, i 

"(b) bees r> n the sale of immovable property. 

(c) Perquisites exacted by the officials for their own bene- 
tt, and tees or commissions levied, on behalf of the State. 


, ^ slniost every conceivable occasion, 

dj Licence tax for plying certain trades, 
fe) Ported subscriptions. 


d subscript tons, 

and (0 Special imposts on the 


Hindu*, e.g., bathing in the 


II I be Political and Statistical Himqry of rmjenit 4> bv Ali Mtl. Khan 
pp. 405*400. 
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Gauges, carrying bones 10 the Canges, etc."« This tax 
alone was effectively put an end to by Akbai. but revived after 
his time. 

Th* * on Ships Rivci Toffs, 

"For every boat was charged Rupee one per Koa at the rate 
of one thousand mans,?) provided the boat and the men belong 
to one and die same owner. But if the boat belongs to another 
man and everything in the boat to the man who has hired it, 
the tax is Rupee one for every' two and hall Kos. At ferry 
places an elephant has to pay ten pence for crossing ; a laden 
can foui pence ; empty enrt* two pence ; a laden camel , one 
lienny. empty camels, horses, catde with their things, hall 
penny ; ditto empty, one-fourth penny. Other beasts of burden 
pay one-sixteenth of a penny which included the toll due by the 
driver. Twenty people pay one jjenny for crossing, but they 
are often taken gratis." 3 > Mheet Baree was a tax on the build¬ 
ing of boats varying from eight a tin as to one rupee four annas 
according to the sire of the vessels, ft was also levied upon 
all boats arriving at or leaving the dockyard whose crews were 
foreigners, iliat is to say, not residents of the district. 

A boat proceeding to Moorshjdabad was charged at the rate* 
™ eight annas per oar r to Calcutta ten annas ; and to Benares 
Rupee one and Annas eight while boats arriving from these places 
were raxed at the rate of one, two, and four rupees per boat, 
f he Me hat was originally confined to the citv, but it afterwards 
extended to the country, where it was exacted by the Zemindars 
and farmers irom every boat that passed their estates. It was 
considered useful in leading to the detection of dacoics, as a re¬ 
gistry of the boats, tnaiijoes (rowers), and boatmen belonging to 
each d^tnci was kept by (he Zemindars (Taylor’s Tonography 
of Dacca, pp. 198-199). h S 1 7 

Mahal uad exactly of the same nature as Rakdart : one was 
a to ret me exaction From a boa: passing through a river in a Ze¬ 
mindar s territory while the other was an illegal exaction from 


Th *1 Mughal Aiknini&tratvan 11 by Judunath Kirkar + p* fk> 

** i>m mtm maund equal ia 554 lb. avoirdupois. 
m 'A History of Indian Shipping and Maritime Activity from the EarJi* 
c>t TiniEs 1 " by Radhakunuid Mukcrjee, pp T aoS-cf, 

*1 A Hi Bfaty of Indian Shipping and Maritime Actmt y frum xbr Earli- 
fS * I b> kiidhakumud Mukerjee. p. an 
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a traveller walking on a road which passed through the Zemin¬ 
dar's estate. 

At this stage a comparison between a Mogul’s conception of 
the King's taxes {which we have already studied) and Mann's 
conception of the King's taxes would be very instructive. Most 
of the Hindu Law in India to-day is based on Marm's rules. 

The Laws of Manu specify the King's taxes in the subjoined 
terms : 

“i2$. As the leech, the suckling calf, and the bee, take their 
natural food by little and Utile, thus must it King draw 
from his dominions an annual revenue. 

"130. Of cattle, of gems, of gold and silver added each year 
to the capital stock, a fiftieth pan may be taken by the 
King ; of grain, an eighth part, a sixth, or a twelfth, ac¬ 
cording to the difference of the soil and the labour neces¬ 
sary to cultivate it. 

"131. He may also take a sixth part of the dear annual in¬ 
crease of trees, flesh-meal ; honey, clarified butter, medi¬ 
cal substances, perfumes, liquids, flowers, roots and 
fruits. 

' [32. {And) Of gathered leaves, pot-herbs, grass utensils 
made with leather or cane, earthen pots, and all things 
made of stone. In addition to these demands, the King 
was entitled to graduated taxes on merchandize to be 
reduced to ’a mere trifle' on ‘petty traffic.' And in the 
case of those 'who support themselves Ly labour/ pay¬ 
ment of State dues was made in kind, in the form of ! a 
day's* work in each month. 

A source of income seemingly much relied upon was the un¬ 
claimed property, more especially that to which there was no 
heir, which reverted in its entirety to the State ; and, lastly, must 
be reckoned Lhe royalty of half upon ’old hoards' treasure trove, 
and ‘the precious minerals of the earth.* The fern lees, which 
are specified in full in other sections of the Law, must also have 
formed an important item of the royal incomes— (The Institutes 
of Manu, C. G Haughton, London, 1-845).* * l > 

Manu only recommended the lapsing of property 10 the Crown 
in two cases ; First, property which is not claimed ’ and second, 
property to which there is no inheritor. The Moguls' on the 
other hand, did not recognise permanent vested interest in any 


I) '* Revenue Resource* nf the Mughal Empire” bv Edward Ttonite 
F.R.S , p. t 5 . 
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immovable property, so at the death of the possessor the pro¬ 
perty passed to the Crown. This rule was strictly observe:! in 
the case of land ami some margin was allowed in the case of 
private houses, etc. 

■Summation. 

Akbar abolished a good many taxes md also reduced the inci¬ 
dence of taxation to a great extern. But he did not receive 
honest co-operation from his officers who went on rhea tint* the 
Imperial treasury by realising the taxes wherever they could. 
.Moreover, the contract system of collection of taxes was a power- 
n l C j to W ^ w «ph*g reforms in taxation, h is admitted on 
. ™ in «s that the customs charges were ridiculously low, and it 
ls admitted that the customs officers were corrupt and used 
various ways of extorting money from the traders, ‘ The one 
neutralised the other. The vexatious multiplicity of transit and 
inland duties operated against the healthy growth ol trade. 
Among A si m ics, the Mohammedan merchants enjoyed prefer¬ 
ence. The Customs charges and transit duties were for rev enue 
purposes. Foreign merchants enjoyed exemption, while native 
merchants had to jvay both (the Customs charges and transit 
duties). But foreign merchants had to give cosily presents u» 
the King which more than made up for the advantages they en¬ 
joyed from exemption. At ports, duties were ad valorem am! 
transit duties were on the bad without reference to the value of 
tie goods, Iran sit duties were charged in etch subdivision the 
loiitl p^Tss^d through - 

J[ I s ? [ * t oi prohibition by the rulers, transit duties 

\\ert- levied by local officers and Zemindars in distant provinces. 
11 ie system of farm mg out various sources of revenue wreath 
aggravated the evil, o * ? 


" “H^n-rv (if Indian Tariffs” bv \ J. Shah, p. ts . 





CHAPTER VU. 


MANUFACTURES-RAW MATERIALS 
AND THEIR UTILISATION. 


As has already been pointed out, manufactures were at the 
Amsan stage, 7 he State was the biggest entrepreneur, and the 
> tute m those days meant the King. Louis XI Vs dictum, "I 
juh i the State," was the motto of the Moguls. 

An was highly patronised by the Moguls, and the best skilled 
workers were monopolised by the Kings. The demand for silk 

j lint> g^ds grew, and was successfully met by pro- 

auction of tie luxe articles. 

Akbar was exceedingly fond of perfumes and the presence- 
chamber was constantly scented with dowers. Perfumes were 
aJ ways burned in alt his rooms in gold and silver vessels. The 
master) that the Indians acquired in the manufacture of per¬ 
fumes was t therefore, very great. The credit of manufacturing 
a very superior quality of perfume called Attar of roses goes tS 
Aurjehan s mother, the mother-in-law of Jehangir. 

Akbar had a mechanical turn of mind, and workshops on a 
iurge scale were maintained within the palace enclosure. 

'0 demand for colour gave an impetus to the development of 
iiHtigo culture which was produced in large quantities at Sarkhez 
in Ahmadabad and at Biana near Agra. 

’The manufactures of India were essentially domestic indus- ptiX 
-rtes, conducted by special castes, each member of which f 
ov - u hereditary loom, and in his own village ur home- 


1 he moment a manufacturer acquired a fame for skill, he 
w-iuM be transferred to the government workshops,. 

*' s ^‘ r - JU ' r efore, that the Empire was in a sell-supporting 
s oge. It produced all its necessaries and it also manufactured 
all its luxuries. Foreigners were attracted towards India bv 
the textile f:djrjcs, indigo and opium which the Mogul Empire 
produced, 7 hey also wanted pepper and spices which were 
produced in the Malabar and the Coromandel coasts outside the 


1 


t) 1 ‘Tilt* Indian Empire” fcv W W. Hunter. !*. 
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Empire, IjuL pepper and spice* were always available: in Agra as 
the Moguls used to get from South India and Sumatra very- 
large quantities of these condiments. I hey themselves consume 
ed a good deal of these articles. 

We shall now study the raw materials and the Finished pro¬ 
ducts of the Empire, 

The Suba of Allahabad was renowned for cloths, especially 
fhona and Mihrkul which were beautifully woven at Benares, 
Woollen carpets were manufactured at j a on pore. To-day Jaun- 
pore has lost its ancient: glory', but Benares is famous for its 
beautiful Surees (Indian silk lengths worn by ladies). 

I he 5 «&it o) Agra was rich in mineral wealth : Copper mines 
were at Pcrath, Singhana, Kotpuili : silver mines at I’erath ; 
Turquoise mines at Todah Bhim ; [ran mine in Gwalior, and a 
red-stone quarry near Fatehpur. All these mines except the 
last have ceased to work to-day, probably because they are ex¬ 
hausted. 

Biana was famous for indigo and '‘sugar of extreme white¬ 
ness." The place is of no importance to-day. 

Agra itself was famous for gold and silver embroidery work 
and also for its carpet and glass work. With the decay of the 
Moguls, the gold and silver embroidery work has also decayed. 
Its carpet manufacture was personally supervised and patronised 
by Akt iar and even to-day Agra is important for its carpet indus¬ 
try, An energetic young man, Mr A. K. Wattal, M.Sc. has 
given a great impetus to the declining Agra Carpet industry 
by starting the Agra Carpet Factory and running it on 
modern lines. He has succeeded in reviving this historical 
industry of Agra. 

Firozahad near Agra is to-day an important centre for the mak¬ 
ing of glass articles. 

The Snbrt of Oudh was not at all important. There was a 
village Dokon near Babralch which was an important copper 
producing centre. In Ajodya, gold was obtained by sifting 
dust. 

The Sufic? of Ajmer was famous for its salt yield-—the famous 
Sambhar lake which even to-day is an important source of sni r 
production in India. There were a few copper, zinc, lead and 
iron mines which have ceased to exist to-day 

The Sefia of Gujarat was the premier industrial province of 
the Empire. It had the best ports in the Mogul Empire r Cam- 
bay, Surat, Broach, etc. It ored hue oxen, camels, goats, and 
horses. I rs artisans carried on '‘painting, seal-engraving, and 
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inlaying of jmother-of-pearl on boxes and ink-stands. Stuffs of 
g^>M embroidery, such as Chirah (coloured turban), fetch, (foin- 
crbth) lanmhftat (flowered woollen stuff), Khan (undulated 
suk cloth), velvets and brocades were skilfully woven." 

Alckah (a kind of cloth) was manufactured at Broach. Swords 
daggers (especially the famdhar and Kkapwah). bows and ar - 
rmi's were well made. Good swords were manufactured at Smn- 
n.itli. The famous Hhidumni blades (steel tempered by a pro¬ 
cess not known to-day) were manufactured in Gujarat. 

This Sk6<i was also reputed for ft.? rare perfumes. Navsari 
was known far and wide fur its being "a manufactory of per¬ 
fumed oil. found nowhere eke. ’' 

-Surat was an important mart for jewellery and silver import- 
t.( roni Turkey and Persia* Salt was extracted from the Rann 
and the duly was levied in jhalvvarh. Its most imiportam agri- 
cultum] produce was the indigo of Sarkhez in Ahmadabad. Boat 
building was another important industry. 

Tile Svba of Bekuj was noted for the production of good paper 

The 5 «f>u of Bengal included Orissa in Akbar's time. Chitta¬ 
gong was outside Akbar’s Empire. The Portuguese were giving 
good deal of trouble to Akbur and earned on trade from Hughli 
and Satgaon. 

Its rich mineral wealth was not tapped in those days. To¬ 
day Bengal is the most important coal and iron producing pro¬ 
vince in India. ■ j r 

Silk and Sack-eloth (jute), Guuga-jal doth, and muslin 
manufactures of Bengal were important. Its mattresses were 
so richly made as to "resemble woven silk" and there was m 
greai trade in them. Probably the mattresses were thr Siistt- 
jtaiis tor which Btuigat h famous even to-day 

Boat-building was another important industry of Bengal The 
Subti was very rich in rice and sugar production. Salt and precious 
stones were the chief imports. 

The Saha of Delhi was not important in Akbar's time as the 
etP'tf t was Agra and not Delhi. It gained in importance in 
. hah Jahan « time. It was. however, reputed for the manufac¬ 
ture of fancy articles. It carried on an entrepot trade with 
K umaon. 

The Si<6n of Kabul was important for wool, raw-silk, fruits, 
wines, and cJiaias (smoking hemp). 

The Suba of Lahore was known for the manufacture of differ¬ 
ent kinds of cloth, particularly the gold- embroidered fa tali. Paper 
and weapons (daggers, lancet etc.) were other articles of this 
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Sit ha. The famous rock-sall mines of Khcora yielded a large 
income to the King Good horses were bred here. 

J he Snfin of Multan included Thattha. It was known for 
flowered carpets, Sairanjis, and Cfchitifs. Thattha carried on 
a good business in the export of fish and fish-oil. Boat-building 
was an important industry in Thattha. 

The Snbo oj Mahva was important for poppy cultivation A 
good quality of cloth was also woven here. 

The Suba of Bcrur had a few iron and diamond mines. It 
manufactured weapons and figured cloth. 

The So 6a of KIitodesh was not at all important. Cloth-weav ¬ 
ing was the principal industry. 

The Safin of Ahmadnagar used to manufacture cloths which 
were dyed and then sent out. Its coloured checks were well- 
known. 

The Suba of Kashmir was renowned For its shawl industry. 
It used to send out fruits, silk, wool, and chants. Ah bar per 
son ally encouraged the manufacture of shawls. Even to-day 
Kashmir has. a world-wide reputation for this product 

We shall now study the manufactures of some of the import- 
ant commodities like cotton goods, silk goods, and shawls ; Indi¬ 
go . saffron : opium ; sugar ; and salt. 

Textite fabrics (cotton, silk, and wool). 

Cotton goods. India being a tropical country, there was a 
great and growing demand for cotton goods. Indian looms mo 
nopnlised the home market for doth and whatever I ndia could 
spare was sent to Burma, Malacca, Arabia, and the east coast of 
Africa. 

Calico wu.% the most important of live cotton goods mamifac- 
lured in India. It was produced everywhere In India, that of 
Calicut being the most famous. Calicoes are plain rotton doth 
(bleached, unbleached, or dyed in various colours—the most 
important being indigo) made in pieces of twelve to fifteen yards 
long by less than three-fourths cif a yard broad and in Gujarat 
were called putties (Dhvties or loin-cloth) or haftas (calico of 
finer texture than Puffier). Baftas were worn by women, white 
men pul on Puff<cs. Sales were by the piece or by the ‘‘Gorge" 
nl' twenty pieces. It was exported to various ports of Asia. The 
Portuguese extended the trade to West Afrira and to Brazil. 
Pongdoth was ihe name given to Calico made on the Coast. 
The Longcloth of the Coromandel co:lsl was famous, though long 
pieces oiled Glides (from G.ic meaning a yards were also manu¬ 
factured in Northern India. Different ki nd s of calico were made 
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m J mi ha and the untoioured pieces were sent either to Afunad.i- 
Utl or Agra (indigo centres) to he dyed Semtanoes was the 

K? KZ p. r ht '° manufac S! red in Semuuta I„ North m 
235; . T h Portuguese gave the name of Pintados to calico 
T;5i h fef m colour. Striped calico was called Neca- 

eSt "! ll]e P 1 * 0 ® of P&m calico were called Pereafles. Muslins 
^ere tlimner in texture ami lighter in weight than calico. They 
were exportedI eluefly to Persia, Arabia, and Egypt. The fV- 
Ugucse extended the traJe to North-West Africa where the mus¬ 
lins were used for girdles (Knnutrbtitids) and turbans {Puggrees} 
oonargaon was most important on account of the special quality 
possessedby its tank water which could turn the doth extreme- 
> w lute. Later on, Dacca came into prominence on account 

ItS^TSe; , ^ p lT P “ 0 ' 1 ^ al8 ° 0n aK0unt of » ^ 

ch SfTllZi f f° C J g00t3s ’ i r clu T dm S P**todos, chintzes, handker- 

sd -in 4 H • r d P ‘ eces of caJlCc ’' woven with patterns. 

1 d ™ ^ ich intermixture of silk were demanded in the 
Eastern markets. L p to i(56o, there was a very weak demand 
or muslins or printed goods in Western Europe. Calico was, 
wever, much ini demand. Ralph Fitch speaking of Sinner- 

gan jbonargEof| K thi; capital of Eastern Bengal i^r-i&oS &itu- 
ated fifteen miles east of Dacca) says, ‘ Sirmergan is a town six 
leagues 6n&u» Serrepore. where there is the best and finest cloth 
made of cotton that is in all India. "D 

Cmtees OT painted cotton cloths were made in Gokonda, par¬ 
ticularly m the neighbourhood of Masulipatam. Simni and Bur¬ 
min pur were also famous fur this manufacture. 

j ]' 1 ,T Vf ^ district of Hoshiarpur in the Fun jab, manufactur- 

ed different kinds of cotton goods : Sinsaf, Adhars, Donah, p m ^ 

othcAimisTctoth!' 1 ^ CheraK ^ ° { gdd ftmbrai(Ier >' and 

BAar«j«ck(Broach) vm famous for akhab doth, 

M ; S j ik & oods according to Barbosa went from 
Ul ^arat to East Africa find to Pegu 

V anhama speaks of the export fn>rii Gujarat to 'all Persia, 

Si " k - BMiar >- mm. mm ? of *iik 

. r ,' Sl, j c ( ^ ood8 1 *erc Sported into India from the Far East 

u it* < erit C J T from p<Srs “G and from the countries aluim 

the Eastern Mediterranean.*' 3 t g 

I) "Marly Trnvcis in India |'i(|0j.i6i0” by FoflWr. p, i 5 

" Jnd,a Al D««h of Akbar” bj Montand, pp. ( I7i ., 781> 
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Bengal including Patna and Ahma&bad were two important 
centres of the silk industry in India. Kashmir was aL im- 

porunt h used to export large quantities of raw silk to Patna 
anti to Ahmadabad. 

The Bengal production of raw-silk was about two and half 
mi , P 0unds a year, of which one million pounds were worked 
up locally, three-quarters of a million pounds of raw silk were ex¬ 
ported by the Dutch anti the remainder was sent to Ahmadabad f 
Ahmadabad and Surat used to ge! Kasimbazar (in Bengal) f 
*ilk which was woven into fabrics. Some carpets were of silk 
and gold ; others of silk, gold, and silver ; others altogether of 
silk were made m Ahmadabad anti Surat. B 

in Gujarat " ' th ***** ° f *° ld ai!ver ) were also marie 

A <p 0 ° di ‘ W t ooI ’ en carpets were made in Fatehpur, 

n Agra ‘ SfP*** and f me stuffs were wov- 
t l i Akbar 5 P almna g e - Kashmir Putin (woollen tweed I 
and shawls were important, and the latter soon acquired a world 

k Z&gfi&F- mppott * Ve " to th « ® «*-* 3 

Here is a fine description of the shawl industry in Kashmir 
by George Forster. He describes the Industr^ about 178; 
A,D but the conditions u, Akbar's time were much ihe 

The wool of the shawl is not produced in the country but 
brought from dtstrkts of Thibet/ lying at the distant of I 
month s journey to the north-east. | E 1S originally of 4 dark 
grej colour, and is bleached in Kashmir by the heln nf 1 ctr 
tarn preparation of rice flour."*' J f 1,1 a Ctf 

11 Ihe shawls, when exported from Kashmir, are packed m 

in il£ ‘i >ne b:t e ‘ TT n " ng 3 ****** wt 'g ht quantity, whicl 1 

" ll,t . Ja!1 ^-'gc of the country is termed a bid&ery the^rwnrd 

-=RS 

'eMo l ttIe Vari f IOI1 ' t t0 3 V ^ ue bn S since Pertained? rimvTr/ 

seldom opened until conveyed to destined market " 

bays another writer. "The emperor (Akhnrj enenuraw^l 

production of Kashmir shawls. He started their manufacture 

at Lahore. Carpets and other fine textiles were woven at Agm 

'» -A Journey from Bengal to England” hy George Forster, (Vol HJ, 

^ lt*** Bengal to England" by Georg, Forster (Vo). I), 
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• m 'L Eatebpur-Sikri, Good cotton cloths were made at Pa tan 
3 r Ujaral o Durhanpore. Sonarguon in the Dacca district 
«t Eastern Bengal was famous for its delicate fabrics, Cotton 
goods were also made at Benares. M »> 

fiuitgo. Indigo was used in the Mediterranean area and to ,1 

ST m . w **** Eurojje. Its foreign trade developed 

.liter Alt bar b time, Jr was grown extensively in the Gangetir 
plain the Indus plain and Gujarat. The manufaauring centres 
were Btariii near Agra and Sarkhej m Gujarat The Biana inch- 


gojjgj^thgJjujq pf rp^tidll balls ami the Sarkhej waTm - 
foan_DfJJat:‘ cakes. ‘ Fiat? T were a 
n large percentage of sand being mixed in t hem. ‘ Rounds' 
pure, bo two “rounds" were'equivalent to three “flats.*' bar 
khej rttchgo was discarded by the rich class of people and export- 

Indigo was sent by land from Agra to the Cam bar pons ur 
aovss the frontier to Persia. William Finch (tfcS-1611) de- 
scribes the manufacture of indigo as follows : 

“1 he herbe Nill groweth in forme not much unlike rives (the 
chive or Allium) or rich-pease (chick-]**), having d small leaf 
like that of Sena, but shorter and broader and set on a very 
short foot stalke, the branches hard and of a wnodie substance 
like unto broome, ft usually groweth not alrove a v r ard high 
and with n stalke at the biggest (which is at the third veare) not 
much exceeding ;% man s thumhe. I he seede is included in a s mall 
round ctxlde about an inch long, resembling Foenigraecum, save 
that it is more blunt at both ends, as if it nad been cut of! with 
a kmft*. !r carryeth a small dower like that of Heait , s*easc; 
rhe -cede is ripe in November, and then gathered. The herb- 
once st>wne rlureth three yeeres, being cut every veere in August 
and September after the ratnes. Tliat of unr vee're is tender and 
thereof ts mad {najidha or young plant), which is a weighty 

reddish til l : sinking in water, not come to his perfection, that of 
the second yeere is rich and railed Cyeree (,m or sprouting from 
the root], very light and of a perfect violet colour, swimming 
°?»™ w.iter ; in the third veere the herbe is declining, and this 
■iL * e J Cutield (Khutiz&l at KhuutiJ being a weighty black 
is i mil, die worst of the three. This herbe. being cut the 
iitumit i aforesaid, is cast into a long cisterns, where it is pressed 
duwne with many stones, and then filled with water till it be cOv* 
ereu ; which so remaineth for certain e day vs. till the substance of 


II “ ULilt tile Lirtat Mogul” bv V. A. Smith, p 595 
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the herbs be gone imo the water. Then they let the water forth 
imo another round cisterne. in the middest of which is another 
small cisterne or center; this water being thus drawn e forth, 
they' labour with great staves, tike batter of white starch, and 
then let it settle, scumming of the cieare water on the toppe; 
then labouring it afresh, and let it settle againe. drawing forth 
the deare water . doing this oft, till nothing but a thicke substance 
remafne. which they take forth and spread on doth to dry in the 
sunne ; and being a little hardened, they take it in their hands 
and. making small balls, lay them on the sand to dry {for anv 
other thing would tirinke up the colour) : this is the cause of the 
sandy foot. So if raine fail, it looseth his colour and glosse and 
is called Ahad (aid or moist). Some deceitfully will take oF the 
herbe of all three crops and steeps them all together* hard to be 
discerned, very knavtshly. poure things are required in nill : a 

E ure graine. a violet colour, his gloss* in the sunne, and that it 
e dry and light, so that swimming in the water or burning in the 
fire is cast forth a pure light violet vapour, leaving a few ashes, n 

Saffron. 

Saffron was produced only in Kashmir, The Kistu ar variety 
was consul e red. the best. It was an article of luxury largely 
demanded by the rich class of people for flavouring their dishes 
and colouring their dress. 1 he Rajputs had a custom of putting 
on Kesarki dress (dress dyed with saffron) on certain ceremonial 
occasions. 1 he demand for saffron was so great that it was not 
available for export. Even today Kashmir has the monopoly 
oi saffron production in India. Its cultivation is described as 
follows : "In the village of Pam pur, there are twelve thousand 
of Saffron-land. The time for its cultivation is the end 
of March and the w hole of April d he soil is ploughed and soft¬ 
ened ; and then with shovels they make small parterres fit for cul¬ 
tivation. The bulbs of saffron are next placed in the soil. In 
one mnnth they turn green (i.e, send forth sprouts) and at the 
end oi the fla/u month of September are fully grown. They do 
not grow taller than a span. The stalk is of a white colour. 
When it grows equal to a finger, it begins to Rower ; the flowers 
‘ luster one to another up to eight flowers. Anti (it puts forth) 
six lily-like petals. In most of them six filaments, three yellow 
and three red, are found. The term saffron denotes the three 
latter. When the flowering is over, the stem turns green. One 

• ' EarU Travel* in India 1583.1619" by Foster* pp. 151-154. 
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planting yields flowers (nr six years, hi the first year they are 
few ; in the second ten to thirty times the first year’s crop is 
produced: in the third year the crop reaches its maximum, and 
so on trjr six years. Then the bulbs are dug out. If, However, 
they are kept in the same place, they deteriorate. Hence they 
are taken out and planted elsewhere/' 1 ? 

Opium. 

The cultivation of opium was encouraged, as poskt (.1 spiced 
infusion of opium) was freely drunk. Moreover, the RajpuLs 
were fond of eating it. Opium was also used for medicinal pur* 
poses and it was exported out of the country'. Malwa and Be¬ 
nares were important centres of poppy cultivation. Later on. it 
was cultivated in Bihar and Bengal as well. 

Sugar. 

Bengal was easily the first in sugar production. It used to 
send sugar to Northern India by water. Alimailabad was an¬ 
other centre of sugar manufacture. The Punjab produced a 
sugar called Candy, Lahore being the centre of inis trade. Three 
kinds of sugar were produced in India : black, brown, and white. 
The last variety was also exported. 

Salt. 

There are three sources of obtaining salt : one by Lhe evapo¬ 
ration of sea-water (Rann in the West was the centre of this 
industry), another was the Sambhar salt, and the third was the 
rock-salt of the Punjab. All these sources were tapped by 
Akbar, Bengal was a great importer of salt. The methods of 
getting salt from the Sambhar lake and from the mines in the 
Punjab are described below : 

“In Sambhar. excellent salt is manufactured. Near the city 
there is a large lake four Kos in length and one Kt>s in breadth. 
Its water is extremely briny. Within the lake there are many 
tracts of land like paddy fields. After loosening the soil with 
the spade, they fill it to the brim with the water of this lake. 
In fifteen or sixteen days, during which the land absorbs the 
water, all these tracts of fl^d become full of salt. Having dug 
tt wiih the spade and thrown it up on the banks, they sprinkle 
water ; the earth becomes separated from it, and pure salt comes 
out. It becomes blue, red, or white; several lacs of Rupees 


1 ) ’‘Khulasat” translated hr Jadunatb Sarkar. pp. 113.1* 
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worth are annually sold. The Imperial Government levies a 
tax on it. *> 

i ' Jl ! the ,lf $agar (between the jhelum ami the 

Indus), rock-salt ^is obtained near Shamsabad at the foot of 
the mountain, 1 he salineness and delicate taste of this salt are 
renowned as surpassing those of the salts of (other places on) 
the surface of the earth, ft is called the Sindh salt, i.e. the salt 
produced hi the dtub of the Sindh river. By the power of Gtxl, 
the creator of rare things, the whole mountain has been formed 
of sail though its length exceeds a hundred Kos. In short, 
men called Aiasha-Kiish are engaged in extracting the salt Dig¬ 
ging a, mine of more than two hundred or three hundred yards, 
deep in the lull side, each man, naked from head to foot, with 
torch in hand and pick-axe on shoulder goes into the dark mine, 
digs mu lumps of salt three maunds in weight, and comes out 
carrying them on the back. They get wages from the Super¬ 
intendents of this work. By the grace of Cod. inside the mines 
it is not hot jn summer nor cold in winter, but temperate like 
spring m all seasons. Although rock-salt is got from many places, 
yet Khuhra and Keohra arc two large mines near Shamsabad, 
Iffim which several lacs (one lac equals one hundred thousand) 
ot maunds of salt come out every- yea?, The Imperial Govern' 
mem gets from them a royalty amounting to the (total) revenue 
of other places. Many skilled artisans make trays, dishes dish- 
covers, and lamps of salt.'“ 3 i 

Even tO'tLiy these mines are very important and vteld to the 
Government of India a large and growing revenue. In the 
Kheora mine* near Rawalpindi may be found "skilled artisans 
making trays, dishes, dish-covers and lamps of salt/* 

he price of salt in Akbar's time was about one-eighteenth 
the pnee of salt to-day Ml 6 

"Merchants purchased rock-salt from the mines at 2 2/s to 
9 3/5 pies a maund (three pies equal to one pice and six tv-four 
pice equal to one rupee), the landlord charger I a royalty of four 
ann^ on each porter of salt (i.e. on one and half maunds). and 
the ..tate levied a duty of j 1 1 3 pies (approximately equal to 
one anna, sixteen annas equal to a rupee) on every maund Titus 
a nttle less than 45 annas per maund on an average was the cost 
price of rock-salt in Akbar's time."'l 


*> ‘ ' Kliu lasai u-T*Ta warikh lran*Im«d by Jadunatii Sarkar, p , S9 , 
4) 'RhutatttwT-Tawarikb- by Jadunaih Sarkar. pp, .oo-idi, 
of “India of Aursngzeb" by jadunuth Sarkar. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


TRADE. 


(a) General. 

j "A large external trade was an impossibility tinder the Mu- 
| ghal Emperors. Their capitals of Northern India, Agra and 
Delhi, lav more than a thousand miles from the river’s mouth. 
But even the capitals of the sea-board Provinces were chosen for 
military purposes, and with small regard to the commercial capa¬ 
bilities of their situation." 11 


The above is the verdict of ian impartial writer un Mogul In¬ 
dia. All the factors were in favour of India being a great trad¬ 
ing country' : Her natural wealth, her extensive sea-board, her 
teeming population endowed with artistic skill, and her earlier 
start in civilisation. 

All these were sacrificed by Akbar and his worthless succes¬ 
sors on account of "fear of water." One is tempted to say that 
the Moguls suffered frum hydrophobia. 

During Akbar's reign the Portuguese controlled the water 
routes, The Dutch were gathering strength ;unl England was 
only* dimly visible on the hnrbon. 

The Portuguese relied a good deal on the sanction of the Pope 
who permitted them to expand and monopolise the water-routes 
and they were helped by the lack of interest of Indians in sea- 
power. Akbar first encouraged the expansion of Portuguese ac¬ 
tivities liecause he was anxious to stimulate export trade and to 
get in return precious metals anil stones, horses, and other arti¬ 
cles of luxury. When he realised the effect of the nefarious ac¬ 
tivities of the Portuguese, namely the declaration of certain trade 
routes as the monopoly of the King of Portugal, the stoppage 
of Indian ships from going to East Africa., to China, or to the 
Spice Islands without their Permit (Girins), and die prohibition 
applied to all foreign vessels of carrying of munitions and pep¬ 
per. lie attempted to cripple the Portuguese power by encourag¬ 
ing the Dutch, His son played the same game by encouraging 
the British. 


IJ ‘‘Tiis Indian Empire" by VV. VV. Hunter. p, 556. 
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England made many attempts to establish trade with India 
prior to Sir Thomas Roe's embassy to Jehangir, but she did not 
succeed on account of the Portuguese influence at Agra. Before 
the East India Company came into existence, the Levant Com 1 
pany lived and flourished on account of Sir Edward Osborne's 
and Master Richard Staper’s activities, The beginning of trade 
with the East Indies dates from James Lancaster's first voyage 
who sailed from Plymouth in 1591 though the tide of the “ Pio¬ 
neer Englishman" belongs to Ralph Fitch who sailed in the 
"Tyger" in 1583, 

In this period, the letter ol Elizabeth to Akbar is important as 
giving a due to the then mentality of England. 

' Elizabeth by the grace of God, etc. To the most invincible, 
and most mightie prince. Lord Zelabdim Eehebar King of Cam* 
baya. Invincible Emperor, etc. T he great affection which our 
subjects have to visit the most distant places of the world, nut 
without, good will and intention to introduce the trade of mer¬ 
chandise of all nations whatsoever they can, by which means the 
mutual ami friendly irnfique of merchandize on both sides may 
come, is the cause that the bearer of this letter John Newbery, 
ibymly with tb'-se that be in his company, with a courteous and 
honest 1 jo! tin esse, doe prepaire to the borders Jind count revs of 
your Empire, we doubt not but that your imperial Matestie 
through your royal grace, will favourably and friendly accept him. 
And that you would doe it the rather for our sake, to make Us 
greatly beholding to your Maiestte ; wee should more earnestly, 
and with more wordes require it. it wee did think it needful. But 
by the singular report that is of your imperial Majesties huma¬ 
nize in these uttermost parts ol the world, wee are greatly eased 
of that burden,, and therefore wee use the fewer and lesse words : 
Ondy wee request that because they are our subjects, they may¬ 
be honestly in treated and received. And that in respect of the 
hard journey which they have undertaken to places so far distant, 
it would please your Maiesty with some libertie and sect)ritie of 
voiage to gratifie it, with such priudege as to you shall seeme 
good: Which curtesie if your Imperial! maiestie shal to nttr 
subjects at our requests perforate, wee. according to our rovall 
honour, will recom pence the same with as many deserts as we 
can. And herewith we bid your Imperial Maiestie to farewell." 

The Great Mogul (Akbar] was not familiar with the institu¬ 
tion t >f mercantile extra-territoriality, so the English did not gain 
much. It was on! 1 ,' in the reign of fehangir that thev vot a 
firm footing in Surat. 
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_ ^ow iv<‘ turn our intention to conditions inside the Empire. 
There were three most prominent communities engaged in com 
merce in India. They were {i) the moslems of the coastal areas, 
{-■ 1 th«- foimas Umder class) of Gujarat, and (3) the cketth of the 
Coromandel Coast, 

Indian goods were not in great demand in Western Europe, 
with the exception of Malabar pepper, the trade in cotton goods 
being only a retail trade. But the other parts of Asia demanded 
a very large quantity of Indian cotton goods. Therefore, the 
building up of Indian trade was a prime necessity for trade in 
Eastern waters. But there was a difficulty in building up this 
I nd O'European trade. India was not tit need of European 
goods. She wanted only precious metals of which she could 
absorb any amount. Beyond this she was indifferent to Eurouc 
an goods. 


(b) Trade Centres. 

The following were the sea-reports in 1600 : 

Lahari Bandar near (Karachi). 

Din 

Broach ^ 

Surat Cambay Group 

Daman 

Basse in near (Bombay) 

Chau I near (Bombay) 

Dabul 

Goa 

Baitkul 

Bhatkal 

Mangalore 

Calicut 

Cochin 

Quihw. . Extreme Southern Port. 

Negapuam 

Sl Thome 

Piilieat 

Masulrpatam 

Hoogly 

Satgaon 

Chittagong 

For Akhar the most important ports were Lahari Bandar. 
Broach. Surat and Satgaon. 
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Niecolao Maimed writes about Liihuri -bandar in Sindh as fob 
lowy : "Arabian and Persian vessels which import great quanti¬ 
ties of dates, horses, seed-pearls l/f fyiwfKir). pearls, incense, 

gommastic, senna-leaves, and jew's stones ____ fn return 

they load up with white and black sugar, butter, olive 

o:l, and woo. .. They also export many kinds 

01 white linen and primed goods-. .. 

About Surat Manned write*, “Surat is the largest port in 
India and the best river. Thus, it is resorted to by a great 
number of ships from different pans of Europe, Persia, Arabia, 
Mecca, lias* ora, the Coasts of Malabar and Choramandrd. Mas- 
sula-patao, Bengal, Siam, Acheetl. Queddah. the Maldives, Ma¬ 
lacca, Batavia, Manilla, China, and manv other parts of the 
world, 

"VVhenever a loaded vessel arrives, the Hindu traders go 
aboard, and ask if the Captain wishes to sell the whole cargo of 
the ship. If so, they pay for it in money, or furnish goods fat 
the return cargo, whichever is preferred. This js all done with¬ 
-it delays, and merchants can thus acquire whatever merchan¬ 
dise they are in search of, and for which they have left home.*’* 1 
Master Caesar Frederike describes trade in Cambietta in 1563 
as follows : 1 "T hese harkes be laden with alt sorts of spices, with 
silks of China, with sandals, with elephants teeth, velvets of Ver* 
civi. great Quantities of Pauvina, which eometb from Mecca, 
Chickinos which be pieces of goki worth seven shillings a piece 
sterling, with money, and with divers sorts of other merchandise 
Alsu these barkes fade out, as it were, an infinite quantitie of 
doth made of Bum bast of all sortes, as white stamped and paint¬ 
ed, with great quantitie of Indico, dried ginger and conserved, 
Myrabolans drte and condite, Bnoaso in paste, great store of 
sugar, great quantitie of cotton, abundance of opium, Assa Feti- 
da. Pudino, with tnany other sorts of drugges, Turbants made 
in f.liu great stones like to Corneolais, Granats, A gats, Diasprv, 
Cakidonii, Haematists and some kinds of natural! diamonds. 

He continues, “During the time I dwelt in Cambaietta, I saw 
very marvellous things : there were an infinite number of Artifi 
tiers that marie Bracelets caller! jLfuw, or bracelets of Elephants 
teeth, of divers colours. For the women of the Gentiles, which 
have their armes full decked with them.*' 1 * _ 

U '*$torU Do Mogar" by Niocolao Manucci (Vol. IJ, p 59. 

*) “Sioria Do Mogor" by N’iccoioo Manuucf (VoJ. If. pp. 61*41. 

Purrhas Hi* Pilgrims" VoL X. p. 90. 

♦1 'Turchts Hk Pilgrimes" Vol. X, p, 93. 
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Writing ot the Port of Satagan in 1567, Frederike says, "Iji 
the Port of Satagan every veere they lade thirds or five and 
tmrtie ships great and small, with Rice, cloth of Bombast of 
div ers sorts, Laces, great abundance of sugar, Mirabolans dried 
and preserved, long Pepper, Oyie of Zerzelene, and many other 
sorts of merchandize. 11 

The important cities and towns were Agra, Lahore, Ahmada- 
bad. Burhanpore, Sonargaon with the addition of those which 
have been described, 

Fitch in 1585 writes about Agra and Fatebpur as follows : 
'Agra and Fatehpur are two very great dtif*. either of them 
much1 greater than London and very populous. Between Agra 
and Fatehpore are twelve miles and ah the way is a market of 
victuals and other things, as lull as though a man were still in 
a trnme. and so tnany people as U a man were in a market, 11 

T erry describe* Lahore as "the chief city thereof (the Faoreb), 
bu.lt very large ;uid abounds both in triple and riches, one of 
the most principal cities for trade in all India.'’ 

Ahul Fazl writes about Abmadabad as ‘ A noble city in a 
high stare of prosperity (which) for the pleasantness of its climate 
anil its display of the choicest productions of the whole globe is 
almost unrivalled." 

Monsernite, writing about Burhanpur, says, ‘’Burhannur [n 
Khandesh is very great, rich, and full of people." 

Ralph Fitch in 1586 writes .ihoui Sonargaon in the following 
urain . JJere (Sonargauu) is best and finest cloth made of cot- 
jon that is in all India.,*,* Great siore cotton cloth goeth from 
and much rice, wherewith they serve alj India, Cevlon, 
Legu, Malacca, Summatra, and many other places/ 1 

In describing Satgaon, Fitch describes the CUtun (mar¬ 
ket) which appears to be oi the nature of Paitilhs in some of die 
places in INorthern India. In small places, there are no perma¬ 
nent markets. One day in a week or a fortnight the traders 
eome and the market U formed He says, "Satgann is a fair 
city for a my ot the Moors and very plentiful of all things. Here 
m Bengal they have every flay, in onr place or other, a great 
market which they cull t handgun and they have many great 
which they call 'jtencosc', wherewithal they go rrom place 
to place and buy rice arid many other things ; their Wats have 
twenty-four nr twenty-six oars to row them, they be of great 


l» "Purchas Bis Pilgrtmta" V 0 |. X, p. 114. j 
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(c) Inter-Provincial Trade . 

^Gujarat, Bengal, Lahore, and Multan were important Subas. 
Gujarat used to supply (mostly to Agra) the articles imported 
into India from countries outside India, These articles were 
mostly precious metals and stones, velvets, china goods, wines, 
and African slaves, it also supplied articles manufactured In the 
Si*6a like cotton goods, inlaid works and sil k and cotton m anu¬ 
factures of Ahmadabad, and the tscdleiu daggers and weapons 
made in Somnath. 

Bengal supplied rice, sugar, cotton and silk goods, and slaves. 
Sugar from Bengal was sent to Malabar round the coast and to 
Agra by way of the Ganges, 

Lahore and Multan were important for the manufacture of 
sugar, cotton goods, paper, and steel weapons. Agra was fa¬ 
mous for its excellent Binna indigo. Nurpur near Pat hankote 
supplied most of the Indian drugs, growing on the mountains : 
Spikenard, 1 nrbith (Indian Jalap), Afifoi Rebals (Chebulic my- 
robalans), Gunlack (gumlac), turpentine, costus (the rontof Sags- 
suretr lappa), etc. Kashmir supplied fruits, wines, shawls, 

■: haras (smoking hemp), raw silk, borax, etc., and imported rot- 
ton goods, indigo, and salt. 

Afghanistan supplied limits, wines, raw silk and wool, ckaras, 
matigit nr madder and other dyes and drug* and imported cot¬ 
ton goods, indigo, and salt. 

(il) Frantic i Trade. 

The frontier trade was with Nepal, Kumaon, Bhutan, and 
Burma. The Nepal trade was transacted in Patna. Its ex- 

E orts were cattle and horns, musk, borax, cheerata (a medicinal 
erb), madder (dve). Cardamoms, Chauris (yak-tails), furs, 
hawks, h ale hay (a scented grass for colouring hair-oils), etc. and 
tt used to import textile goods, salt, metals, sugar, and spices. 

Kuituian was known for its mineral wealth. It contained mines 
of gold. *ih'er, iron, copper, lead, arsenic and borax. In the 
northern parts where n touched Tibet, musk-deer, yaks, hawks, 
falcons, pony, and wild honey were plentiful. The other articles 
it sent out were the acid chuk (made of the juice (if sour pome¬ 
granates}, zedoarv (Kachurl, wax, wool, etc. It imported sugar 
and textile goods. 

Bhutan sent out musk and yak tails. The commodities from 
the hilly areas were transported on the backs of men, goats, and 
hid ponies. Kumaon trade was settled on the frontier of the 
Suba of Delhi. 
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Pegu trade (the name given to the trade «i(U Burma) consist' 
ed of the export of gold, silver, and precious stones The im¬ 
ports to Burma were piece-goods, yarn, and opium, but this trade 
was not viewed with favour on account dF the nefarious Portu- 
gttese activities (piracy). As Chittagong was not in the Empire, 
the traders could do nothing against the pirates. 

Referring to the trade with Pegu in 1567 A.D., we find the 
following note ; “The merchandize that goe out of Pegu, art- 
gold, silver, rubies, saphires, spinelles, great store of Benjamin, 
Long Pepper, lead, laeca, rice, wine, some sugar.. 

(e) Foreign Trade, 

The foreign trade of India with the West, China and Japan 
was a monopoly of the Portuguese, The Indians, however, 
used to carry on trade with Arabia, Africa, and Persia anti some¬ 
times even for these countries they were forced to secure the 
permission “f the Portuguese. 

Imports from Persia were coined silver (larins), pearls, wines 
(the famous Stuntzi wine drunk by the Emperors used to come 
fmm Shiraz, a place in Persia), perfumes (specially the Attar of 
roses), silks and carpets, and fruits (socially dried fruits}. 
Exports to Persia were cotton goods. Gujarat iron and inlaid 
works, and spices. Orjnui- was the centre of trade between 
India and Persia. 

J he imports from Arabia were horses, coffee, itutdder and cer- 
/ tain drugs and perfumes and the export from India was mostly 
' v/ cotton cloth. 1 lie centre of this trade was Mocha. Ormuz wits 
also an important centre for Indo-Arabian trade. 

Africa exported to I ndia ivory’, ebony, amber, slaves, and 
gold and imported from India textile goods, spices and provisions 
for the Portuguese colonists, and bktds from Gujarat for the 
natives The centres of fndo-African trade were Mozambique, 
Mombasa, etc. 

The chief outlets for the produce of the country were : (1) lHc 
Cambav ports, (z) Bengal, (3) the Coromandel Coast, amt (41 
the Indus. 

1 he articles that were tmjKirted into India from places outside 
the Empire were Gold, Silver, Horses, raw Silk, Copper. 
Tin, Zinc, Lead. Mercury. Ivory. Coral, Amber. Precious 
stones, Silks, Velvets, Brocades, Spices, Perfumes, China 


H "Pujvhs* Hi* Pit^rime, ■ (Vol. X}, p. 133, 
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goods 11 (porcelain lacquered ware, camphor, and various drugs 
■ho ft perftirne^). Wines, and African slaves. The exports from 
India were Textile fabrics, Pepper (got from Sumatra and lava), 
Spices (doves from Moluccas, mace and nutmegs from the island 
at Banda, ginger from Calicut, Cinnamon from Ceylon, turmeric 
from Madras, etc, I. Dyes (indigo from Sarkhej and Biana), and 
Opium I Makya and Benares). If we compare the above list of 
imports and exports with the list of to-day we note the complete 
absence in imports of piece-goods and machinery and in exports 
of food-grains, oilseeds, and fibres which swell the figures in the 
trade between India and the West. 

Mt-rcur) was supplied by Lisbon and China, lead by Europ: 
which also supplied coral, superior woollen doth. >ilks f velvets, 
and other fabrics, wines and spirits, glass and mirrors, and deli¬ 
cacies for the Portuguese residents in the East. 

There was a "Reserved" trade between Lisbon and Goa on 
Government account. A ileet composed of four or five Carracks 
11500 to 2000 tuns- } )and some smaller vessels sailed annually 
from Lisbon for India. It was not allowed to vail anywhere. It 
arrived at Goa ur Cochin laden with coined vilvei, metals, and 
luxuries I lie Portuguese were engaged in a profitable hjnW- 
rattgufar trad?' which was not thrown open to others, but closely 
guarded and monopolised bv the Portuguese. Ships from Goa 
sold their cargo at Macao (the port for Canton) and re-kiaded 
with China goods for japan. These goods were sold in Japan 
against silver (there was no embargo on silver in Japan while 
China declared the export of silver out of China as illegal). This 
silver was invested at Macao in Cliiau goods which were sold at 
Molucca where spices were purchased for India. The voyage 
took three years. Trade with Europe Had its foundation itt pep¬ 
per which, along with other spires, was used for jwvdering’ 
meat. A cargo on the Malabar coast made up of pepper ;md 
spices and drugs would be transhipped at Aden or Mocha, then 
unloaded in the Gulf of Suez, ana carried by land and water to 
the Mediterranean coast (the payment for transit across Egypt 
was exorbitant). When the cargo reached the Mediterranean 
coast, it would pass to the Italian traders who would send it on 
to Venice or Genoa. From there the cargo would he sent far¬ 
ther West by sea or by land over the Alps and then down the 
Rhine to Antwerp which was the distributing centre for West- 

Akbar left Chinese porcelain in alont- valued at two asuJ a half 

millmn-i of rupee*. 

fi Tuns—a unit of ship-measurement in Aker's time* 

11 " 
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em Eltrape in those days. Up to the end of the sixteenth cen¬ 
tury, pepper was the royal monopoly of Porruguah One of the- 
terms of the contract with the fleet was the annual importation 
ot 1750 tons of pepper into Portugal, As Indians were weak 
buyers of European -.roods and, moreover, were loth to pan 
with their stiver, so Europeans liad to bring a large supply of 
silver and silver coins in order to purchase Indian goods, mostly j 
pepper and spices. As there was a great demand for Indian 
goods outside India, so they (the European traders) had to yield 
to the whims of Indian traders. The selling price of Indian 
gtxxls in Europe used to be five times the purchase price in India. 

Will iam Hawkins wrote that “India is rich in silver, for all 
nations bring coin and carry away commodities for the same ; and 
this com is buried in India, and goeth not forth- ' Terry said 
that “Many silver streams run thither, a* all rivers to the sea, 
and there stay." 

(f) Government Interference in and Monopolies of Trade. 

Trade was not free under the Moguls. Religious fanaticism, 
Zenana intervention, oftirial obstructions, fiats of the Kings 
monopolising this or that trade and the fixation of prices at this 
or that level irrespective of the economic forces working in the 
market, and, finally, the inclination of the King to earn commer¬ 
cial profits for himself were some of the factors which impeded 
the free and even How of trade. 

It is true that under Akbar religious fanaticism played no part 
for, he always successfully kept in the background religious ele¬ 
vations and never allowed them to interfere with his administra¬ 
tive or commercial policies. He ordered, "that the religious de¬ 
ment was not to enter into the question before the judge or magis¬ 
trate. “i> Not so was the case with his successors, Akbar was 
■dso not much influenced by the harem. His nature was so ge¬ 
nerous (and he was so eager to oblige those whom he knew) 
that he must have played into file hands of those who could 
wisdy pull the strings. There are a few instances where he gave 
concessions to his relatives but they are rather instances of a 
good man being exploited by evil men than of anything else. 
Official obstructions were many, but Akbar was never a party 
to such nefarious activities. Akbar punished them whenever 
he caught them rod-handed, but ibe powerful officials in Surat, 
Bengal, and other distant parts of the far-flung Empire played 
havoc with the trade of the realm. The distance was so great 
:hat tney could n ^t he made to rentier account to the King. 

I) «'Akbar” hy CoL G. B. Mallcwn, p. 83. * 
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Tiie King had the first right of purchase .md the Governors 
were authorised to purchase in the name of the King any novel tv 
nr any fine stuff that came into the country or was put on the 
market. This gave the officials an opportunity to Reece whom*- 
soever they wanted to Reece. 

"S. Faizi begged that some experienced and sympathetic per¬ 
sons might be appointed in the cities ami bazaars who should fix 
the price of articles.’’ 1 ' Akbar agreed and accordingly issued 
orders for the same. 

Akbar monopolised the Banking business and he used to make 
a large sum of money out of it. by giving permission to others 
to carry on the banking business within specified limits and sub¬ 
ject to hts control. He was not averse to earning commercial 
profits and he made a good sum of money by reserving to him¬ 
self some of the fine industries of Gujarat and Agra and Kashmir, 
f wo quotations from two different authors support the above 
charge on Akbar: "He (Akbar) also engages in trading on hts 
own account, and thus increases his wealth to no small degree : 
for he eagerly exploits every possible source of profit. He 

allows no bankers or money-changers in his Empire....This 

enormous basking-business brings the King great profit.. 

’I here is a law also that no horse may be sold without the King's 
knowledge or that of his agents,”*> 

"Akbar himself was a trader, and did not disdain to earn 
co m m e rciai profits . "- 11 

Akbar, as has been already said, did not attach any import¬ 
ance to the principle of mercantile extra-territoriality. If he was 
pleased with the party, he would grant concessions by issuing 
/irmujii* 1 ; otherwise he would prohibit them from starting their 

business. ".. ports and dries were not open to settlements 

of foreign merchants as a matter of course; such settlements 
were based on special conventions or agreements, and the post- 
tton of the merchants with regard to the authorities was deter¬ 
mined by these conventions rather than the ordinary law. T,J) 


i' "i'liL" Akbar N'riina of Abu-l-FiizJ 1 * iraitsbied bv H. fk:v bridge* 

t.c.s.* (Voi, in). p--s6ow 

"CotiimtilUfy of Father Monserrate +r by Hoy Li nd uripj Uancrj^e, 

P 

” Vklur the (irtat Muj: 11 1 ' by V, A, Smith, p. 433. 

11 A /jxfiiurj wa* royal order ^wered with red silk And rn.ide up in 
do Eh of goW 

,y * l+ FiiMn Akbar to Aurangteb" by Moreland. p, 221. 





CHATTER IX* 


CONCLUSION. 


Akbar was a versatile genius and his farsightedness was 
unique. He built up an empire which survived Jehnngir's lust 
tor pleasures. Shall Jahan's infatuation for palaces ;tnd Mauso¬ 
leums, and Aurangzeb’s Eanaticism. The successive rulers 
after Alt bar so weakened the Empire that it ceased to exist after 
Aurangzeb ‘bunched his vessel on the waves of Eternity.' 

Autangzeb successfully destroyed all that Akbar built. The 
■secret of Akbar s success was his complete adaptability to the 
environment of the then India. On all questions which have 
affected mankind in alt ages, and which affect them still, the 
questions of religion* of civil polity, of the administration of jus- 
lice, he had an open mind, absolutely free from prejudice, eager 
to receive impressions. ” f l 

He trusted the Hindus and they completely identified them* 
selves with him. He abolished the Pilgrim fax which used to 

vicld millions of rupees yearly, .it would be wrong to 

throw the smallest stumbling-block in the way of this manifesta¬ 
tion of their submission to that which thev regarded as a divine 
Ordinance."** 

He abolished j'ttya or the capitation tax, thus turning ortho¬ 
dox Mohammedans against him. This was a great achievement 
on the part of Akbar for, Mohammedans always utilised this 
opportunity of collecting Jisya in a manner which offended the 
self-respect of the Hindu community. Here is a specimen of 
the stupid rule in the time of Firoz. ‘When the collector of the 
Diwnn (Revenue)" writes the author of the Tarikh-i-Firm Shah- 
hi. asks the Hindus to pay the tax, they should pay it with all 
humility and submission. And it the collector wishes to spit into 
mouths, they should open their mouths withuut the slightest 
fear of contamination, so that the collector may do so. ” The 
object of such humiliation and spitting into their mouths is to 
prove the obedience of infidel subjects under protection, ami to 


l) ’ Akbar" by Cal ti, R. iUlltMin, p. 83. 
^ "AklMr" by Cut C. B. MalJe*un p p + i“^ fc 
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promote the glory ot the Islam. the true religion, and to show 
contempt for false religions." ,;i 

l ie forbade marriages before the age of puberty, encouraged 
widmv marriages, anti discouraged Safe* (burning of the Hindu 
widows with their dead husbands). He prohibited the 
slaughter of animals for sacrifice, and prohibited trials bv ordeal. 
In order to further^ please the Hindus ‘'he discouraged the 
slaughter of kine. On the other hand, lie pronounced the killing 
and partaking of the flesh of swine to be lawful. He declared 
Jogs to be clean. He allowed the moderate use of wine Ju 
<592. lie introduced the practice of shaving the beard.”-) 
V , LS “"ONh-while remembering that the eating of swine's 
1 l 1 ' ^ kee P m £ of <Jo 5 s - drinking of wine, ami shaving 
°* the heard are explicitly disallowed in the Koran, But Akbar 
was no blind follower of dogmas and ritualism which destroy the 
essence of religion He always gave first place to reason and 
opposed bigotry. 

Akbar believed in a larger humanity and was always eager 10 
champion the cause of the weak. After his conquest of Bengal 
and Bihar, it came to his knowledge that these countrie* were 
highly malarial and that the soldiers suffered a good deal from 
this fell disease. He ordered for the encouragement of the 
army that the pay of the soldiers should ire increased by a hun¬ 
dred percent, in Bengal and fifty per cent, in Bihar.”3) ' 

He appointed right-minded and energetic men to act as inspec¬ 
tors m various places and to represent to him impartially the con¬ 
dition of oppressed people and seekers after justice and to re¬ 
port unavoiliable calamities. 

He gladly gave assent to Abu-I-Fad's request "that the Oor- 
gtas of every city and £<>wn should record the householders there¬ 
of, name by name, and trade by trade, and should always keep 
a (Jose eye on their income and expenditure, and should expel the 
do-nothings, the mischievous, and the bad."*) 

Akbar was a generous foe, defying the regent Bairam who 
asked him to kill the defeated and wounded Hemu. In the 
seventh year of his reign, "he abolished the practice, heretofore 

*1 “Akbar 1 by Col. G. B. Mallcjon, pp. 174-175. 

3 ) "Afahar“ by Col. Ci B. Ma Meson, p. 177, 

3 > "Akbar Nnm3 of Abu-J-Fad" translated bv H. Beveridge ICS 
(Vbt IUJ,p, 4i( , 

+) “Akbar Naina of Abu-I-Firl" translated by H. Beveridge, I.C.S., 
(Vol. tlJf, p. 560. 
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prevailing, by which the troop;; of the conqueror were permitted 
to forcibly sell or keep in slavery the wives, children, and de¬ 
pendent!, of the conquered. W Karev er might be the delinquen¬ 
cies of an enemy, his children and the people belonging to him 
were, according to the proclamation of the sovereign, to be free 
to go as they pleased to their own houses, or L< the houses of 
their relatives. No one, great or small, was to be made a slave. 

If the husband pursue an evil course/ argued the liberal-mind¬ 
ed prince, what fault is it of the wife? Anti it" the bullet rebel, 
how can the child reel be blamed?' 11 What more touching pic¬ 
ture con be given than the treatment he meted out to his foster- 
brother Aziz who, in spite of repeated warnings from the King, 
persisted in his acts of folly? He gave him the lightest of 
punishments and remarked ; ' * Between me and Aziz is a river of 
milk, which [ cannot cross/' Those who displeased Akbar 
were asked to go to Mecca and every' mark of honor was paid to 
them, fjairam, thus was abo asked to proceed to Mecca, Akbar 
never aimed at insulting his enemies. He only' expressed lib 
•desire that they should go to M ecca. and this was a sufficient him 
for the people in opposition to quit the stage. To-day' the same 
policy is followed with this difference. They (the high officials 
who arc not in the good books of their superiors) do not go to 
Mecca, but retire pm grounds of iti-healih l The trick is the 
same though the modus operandi is different. 

The Moguls had no forest policy for the simple reason that 
the problem for them was deforestation and not afforestation, 
I^arge tracts of forests provided hiding places for bad daises of 
people and the animals were a source of danger to life and pro¬ 
perty. Akbar encouraged the reclamation of the forest 
land for cultivation purposes. Unfortunately, his successors 
discontinued his policy. Akbar irttsl to build up the trade 
of the country by providing a strong central government and by 
passing humane rules for the guidance and control of trade. His 
™ er Prince Sultan Murad written in September 1591 on his 
(Murad s) appointment as Governor of Malwa gives aw insight 
into the sterling qualities of head and heart which Akbar possess¬ 
ed and which secured for him the tide of 1 The Great." (See Ap¬ 
pendix D.) 

1 he verdict of the famous historian, Stanely-Lane Poole, on 
Akbar is given bdow : 

To form the leading men of all races and creeds into one 


ll "Akbar" by Col. G. R. Mallcscm, p, iyj. 




CONCLUSION 


113 

!oyal corps, directly attached to the throne, Akbar established a 
sort of feudal, but not hereditary aristocracy called MaHsabtkTs 
who were in receipt of salaries or held lands direct from the 
crown, during the pleasure of the sovereign, on condition of mi- 
Inary service The? dangers of a possible territorial aristocracy, 
ihlc> which this body of life-peers might have developed, were 
minimised by a regular system of inspection and a careful super¬ 
vision of the rent-oallecti 1 m. ! he system worked admirably as 
hnig as it was strictly carried out. For nearly a century, Hindu 
and 1 ersian nobles loyally served their common sovereign in 
war and civil government of the country. It broke down only 
when religious intolerance sapped its strength,” 

Says another writer, “When we reflect what he did, the age 
m which he did it, the method he introduced to accomplish it, 
we are bound to recognise in Akbar one of those illustrious men 
whom Providence sends, in the hour of a nation's trouble, to 
reconduct it into those paths of peace and toleration which alone 
* assure (he napping of millions/ 111 


APPENDIX-D. 

Advice given to Prince Sultan Murad at the lime of bis de- 
pomre (1591 A,DO to take Charge of Lhe Province of Malwa 
^ recorded in ”Akbarnama" of Abu-l-Fa*| translated bv H. 
Beveridge, l.C.S., (pp, g n- 1 4 of vol. Ill), 

[ he hrst step is to enquire into what is God’s will, In order 
that right actions may be performed. After that, outward puri 
hcation is to be pursued. Food and clothing are not to be made 
cuds. Profundity of view is to l>e exercised. Tyrannous ac- 
ui'iis are to be abstained from. The rules of moderation and 
f ***** ^ *»« to be departed from. Everv member 

(of the body) is to be kept to its proper office. Much speakino 
and laughing are to be avoided. Sleep j s not to exceed on£ 
thtrd part of the day mid night (nychthemeronl. There must be 
an endeavour to improve the array, and the country, to provide 
for the safety of the roads, and the obedience of the refractory 
on, thieves and robbers must be put down. Then attention is 
10 be paid to internal improvement. Lust and wrath must be 


11 "Alttmr * 1 ty Col, G. I:_ Malltsun, p. aoo. 
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subjected to the commands of wisdom. for the Creator lm plac 
iHl two seniilnck—the two recording angels who attend every 
man, one records hisgwd actions, and the other his evil deeds— 
tii the Pal&oe of the body. I he one sees that proper things are 
done ; the tidier that evil things are abstained from, f he chil¬ 
dren of men out of somnolent intellect liave given these two a 
loose rein, and have made what should be the adornment of life 
. e supporter <-J death. Do nor neglect the knowledge of what 
f n S ht ’ 1 aJkI 5‘ippcirt the power of tile ruler (Reason) Preserve 
the equality of the four humours, and keep Ear from excess am! 
defect winch constitute evil. Use justice and discretion in this 
daily market of hypocrisy and double-facedness. The wotthlp 
- the choosers of hy-paths who liave severed the links of assn- 

! ,in &- *£ that <* &<** u ho are bound in the im- 
K n n e m m * the w ? rld . 15 mother. Though the idea of both is 

wh;u E yei . the . fo * nef Mver departs from awakedness, 
w hile insouciance is suitable to the latter. Study the actions of 
every one and be not disturbed by seeing improprieties. Lei 
not love or hate, or threats or encouragements transgress bounds 
A frown will effect with many, what in other men requires * 
dagger. Let riot difference of religion interfere with 
policy, and he not violent in indicting retribution. Adorn the 
confidential ctwnci with men who know their work. If apologies 
f-n matte a cccpt them. Be not stiff in your own opimjns. Do 
no consider any one suitable fur this employment (the aivinrr of 
ativice) except a far-seeing, right-thinking and disinterested per- 
t- n t 7 ° llr ^' nake east-your rule, and do not reject help in the 
day of (your) distress. Do not be dismayed by much ill-success 
L house the observance of your promises' aho^- all advantage to 
yourseii, and live so that the crowds of foreigners be not tha¬ 
rassed Especially see to it that merchants have a good opinion 

° >'°. u n l Z "I**. ""ft Expect from every one scr- 
uce in proportion to his ability. Be not deceived in ym.r in 

E? %ifi°Th g T rdS f L Tm one of four 

SSP: A * he ■** ^'Ofldly advantage. This is slow to 
come and soon goes. Second, spiritual advantage. This is 

firS V Thifdl gobdwss 0* disposition. This 
sts throughout life. Its permanency or its non-existence de- 
j^nds upon wisdtmi. Fourth, loyalty (tkhk,s). One must by 
. * o£ 1 l ' s four-fold stream look narrowly into the condi- 
0 v Jti ef ‘ i ' and regulate his actions according to such know- 
edge. You must Study instructive books (MafaXhtni/ 
to him) and apply your knowledge to practice. Secure the iiff,*- 
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hens of contuflLed termite and of the mailed-haired and hare 
footed. Be not uplifted by beholding those who have been rob¬ 
bed of snMuur. Apply yourself to sympathising with the sol 
dier. and give him his pay m due season. Demand from every 
one suitable horses, arms .and tents from him. Reward good 
service. Do not lose sight of an old servant. Fail not to en- 
courage the husbandman, hor every employment secure truth* 
Ini and act.ve-mmded men, so that they may do good work with- 
nut desire of money, or of greatness or praise. Do not withhold 
your own supervision front them. Exalt the right-thinking 
and admonish and punish the foolish. Be no t satisfied in the 
administration of (ustice with oaths and witnesses. Make va¬ 
rious mqiur.es and study the book of the forehead ft he physiog¬ 
nomy), Do not introduce new customs which yield little ad¬ 
vantage and much evil. Make over the Passes to brave and 
experienced men and neglect not the security of the roads. In 
prosperity remember adversity, and prepare remedies for every- 

™3S t C u a $ wd ™ m f lanbn ' ai ” 1 bf ™ Varied at his 
truthful speech. Obey wisdom and refrain from ebullitions of 
temper. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE ORGANISATION OF THE EMPIRE. 


(a) G metal Salbanike was a factor of the East India Com¬ 
pany- He lived in India during Jehangir's reign and gives a 
different interpretation to the word" Mughal. He says that the 
term included Persians, lurks, and Tartars. ‘Yea, very often 
they called Christians Mughals also.* He, as well as Sit "Tho- 
mas Roe, says that the term meant * circumcised, * that is. that 
it was applicable to all Mohammedans. 

Herruer remarks that it was enough to have a white com¬ 
plexion and to profess Islam to lie called ,i Mughal. Boullaye le 
and John Fryer simply give "white 1 as the significance of 
the term.II 

Jehangir was half a Mogul and half a Rajput. He ascended 
the throne in 1605 and though he ruled till [627, his reign after 
1 ort was the reign of the puppet King, for, after 1611 the real 
ruler of Hindustan was his wife Nur Jehnn. 

After 1611 he passed his time in sports and in sensual indul¬ 
gence. His nature w-as very cruel. He loved to torture men 
and animals. He never observed any method in his adminis¬ 
tration. His father laid down that a man should lie raised step 
by step, jehangir would give immediate promotion 10 his 
favourites front the lowest grade to a very high grade. 

He was very fond of wine, women, opium, and hunting, and 
after Kill he delegated all his powers to his wife Nur Jehan. 
He was very fond of flowers and perfumes. He laid mu juanv 
gardens in India which even lo-day show his aesthetic ability, 
in 1612. he laid out the Shafulera gardens at Lahore ; his father’s 
Mausoleum in Sikandm (near Agra} was completed in ifitjj; the 
famous gardens in Kashmir (Shall mar Bagh, 1613-15 and Nishat 
Bagh, (ffH >-20) pay tribute to his memory to-day ; and Khnsnr 
Bagri and Mausoleum at Allahabad were built in memory of his 
wife (KhusriTs mother) in the years 1615-1635. 

"dhis garden (Shalimnr bagh), situated on the edge of the 
Dhal lake, near Srinagar, is said by some to have been made by 
Jehangir, hut natives have told me that it was made by Akhar, 

II "History of Jehangir' 1 h> Hcni Prasad, pp. fij-84. 
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unij if the Nishat Mag’ll was made by Jcliangir, which is probably 
correct, it seems unlikely that he—Jehangir—would have made 
two gardens so close together.“'I 

rhis view of Mr. Gorham is not correct. It was Jehangir 
who started the practice of going to Kashmir and. moreover, he 
maintained two courts: one at Agra and the other at Lahore. 
Ahbar had neither time nor skill Un tin- laying out of gardens. 
Both the gardens were laid out by Jehangir. 

Nut J chan built a big Mosque called flatter Maaiid (Stone 
t l^>scjue| iri Srinagar t Kashmir. ] his Masjh] is the only 
well-built Miisjid, or indeed M^hotnedsn building, I have comi* 
■icToiiS in Kashmir, und in spite of its being situateti in Srinagar, 
which has a large iMahomedan population* is deserted and used 
as a store-ha use. tt was built in the time of Jehangir, by the 
Ouet.' n iVur Mahal, and it is said that Mahomedatis despise ihe 
building because it was made by a woman—that is to say under 
the orders of a queen.A mosque built by a woman would b* 
n house of abominalicsn to the true worshipers of Islam, (t 
would lie a monument of a woman's folly and as such would be 
condemned by men. No wonder that the Pathar Madid is a 
store-house to-day ! 

Jehangir enerjumged learning, was fond of architecture and 
art and devoted to the beauties of natural scenery and dowers. 
He h.«] trees planted on the roads, dug wells, and constructed 
oemts (tnnsj, In this alone he followed Akbar’s policy. He 
knew the art of squeezing presents from his Qvirahs and Afar. 
mbdars. On various occasions lie would convey hints to them 
and the presents would be given to him on a lavish scale. He 
, ou * Sul ran Rirveiz s return from Allahabad to Agra in 
thtSi strain : 1 iruimnred thin every individual person at my court, 

whatever i bgree h desirous of evincing his attachment me 
eacii according to his ability, should make a present <-f some 
V s l]e to Uie Shahfcadiih ; nod hy an account subsequently laid he- 
lore me, tt apjiears that he received on this occasion, in conse¬ 
quence r,f such intimation, in gold and jewels, 1 torses and ele¬ 
phants, what amounted in the whole to the value of two hundred 
lakh (30 million) of rupees.’* 3 I 

Sultan Parvciz presented to the Emperor, his father, " 1 Eighty 

U “ Indian Masons’ Mark-, of (tie Moghul Dynasty" hy Gorham, p, 17, 

-t Indian Masons" Marks of the Moghul Dynasty" hy Gorham, p. m. 

J| 'M*"*'i»graphn'a| Memoir x „f ihe Rcivu of Emperor jahanfirr"" hv 
Mitjor DaviJ Price. j>. mu. 
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trains 1 elephants of the highest value ; two huntlred hordes of the 
liest breed of Irak, with tntfr caparison* wrought in gold ; one 
thousand camels, of the dromedary sort chosen for their speed ; a 
number of the large white oxen of < iujerat ; four hum Iren 1 trays of 
gold brocade, velvet, satin, and other pieces of manufacture of 
the rarest fabric ; and twelve trays of jewels, consisting of dia¬ 
monds, rubies, pearls, and turquoises ; altogether, according to 
the schedule, being equivalent to the magnificent sum of four 
hundred Inks {forty' million) of rupees. On tny part, throwing 
round his neck a chaplet of pearl of the value of ten Jwfchs {one 
million) of rupees, I raked him at once from the order of ten 
thousand to that of thirty thousand horse. 1)1 Parveiz received 
presents worth twenty million rupees and gave presents worth 
forty million rupees and got a lift from ten thousand mansab to 
thirty thousand mansat 1 

Jehangir's reign k important for the East India Company, 
because it then secured permission to build a factory at Surat, 
Their coming into the field synchronised with the decay of the 
Portuguese power and their ultimate removal from the Eastern 
Seas. From 1498, the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope 
route, to 1580, the annexation of Portugal by Spain — the voice of 
Portugal was supreme in the waters of the East. “From the 
Cape of Good Hope to China the extended coast-line was armed 
with :i chain of Portuguese fortresses, and tin ship could sail 
without a Portuguese pass-port." 

From 1597 onwards the Dutch appeared in the Helul and they 
founded "plantations by the sword." The Portuguese were no 
match for them for the Dutch attacked their weakest links in the 
chain of fortresses. The Portuguese got no help from the Indi¬ 
ans because they had forfeited all confidence and love by their 
mad policy of ferocity and dishonesty, G. Pe Magalhaes Tei- 
xeiro Pinto. Chief Judge of Goa, ascribes the failure of the Por¬ 
tuguese to the following five factors : 

0) the great extent of the line of Forts which annually 
drained a large amount of money andi three thousand 
men from Portugal; 

(2) the destruction of native commerce by Portuguese mo¬ 


il " Auuifjwgrnphical Memoirs of die Rrlgn of Emperor Jaliatjgier" liy 
Major David Price, p. 123. 

i?) ‘'Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Ruk>" liy .Stanley Lamj-Pootc, 
P- * 93 - 
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{3} religious fanaticism ; 

(4) bail policy of Albuquerque in selecting Goa as the capi¬ 
tal and in extending towards Malacca ; and 

(5) the had and corrupt and licentious officials who encour¬ 
aged slavery mid immoral trade. 

Spanish domination which began in 1580 and lasted till 1640 was, 
in his opinion! only r ‘the finishing stroke.” 

(b) £.vJ(ei!f 0/ I lit Empire and its Administration. 

Extent of the Empire. 

Towards the close of Akbar’s reign the Mogul Empire extend¬ 
ed to the upper courses of the then Bhima, but Jehangir's feeble 
reign gave a set back to this expansion. “The length is North- 
West to South-East ; from Chandahar (Kandhar) to Lahore 350 
courses, about 800 miles ; from Lahore to Agra, 320 courses, 
about 75 s miles; from Agra to Hhagipurpatna (Patna) 300 
courses, about 080 mites; from Hhagipurpatna to Kirasunder 
(Kiyara Sundar in the Sarkar of Souargaon). 300 courses, about 
670 miles. In all, courses 1270, miles about 2872. 

“The breadth in all is North-East to South-West, from Hard- 
war to Duarsa (Dwarka), 630 courses, about 1500 miles, “ H 

Hawkins simply describes the Empire as lieing composed of 
live great kingdoms : ihe Punjab, Bengal, Malw r a, Deccan and 
Gujarat. 

“The length of it from Surat northwards to Kashmir is noo 
kos, or 80O (Holland) miles, taking i| kos to the mile. The 
stages are : Surat to Burhanpur, 150 kos ; thence to Agra, 350 
K. ; Agra to Lahore, 300 K. ; and from Lahore to Kashmir 300 
K. The route by .Yhmadubad is 50 Kos nearer* Towards the 
North-West, the distance from Lahore, by Multan, to Khandar 
is 000 K. On the Ea.st. it is 1000 K. from Agra to the sea coast 
through Pump, Bengal, and Orissa. In the west, Kabul is 30O 
K. from Lahore ; and in die South-West, the Kingdom extends 
to Tatta, Sinil and Bakkar. If all these countries were justly 
nr rationally governed, they would not only yield an incalculable 


o “The Embassy of Sir Thomas Rot to the Court of ihp 
{'■rent Mogul (1615-13)' 1 by William Forster (Part Ilf. Mileage 
not correct. From KiinHiior to Lahore is 700 mites; Lahore to 
Agra is 440 miles by way oi Muttra; Agra 10 Patna is 530 miles; 
Patna 10 Kiyara Sundar is over 400 miles; and so the tom) number of 
miles is about 1 too and nut 2872, pp« 540541, 
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income, but would enable him (jehangir) to conquer all the neigh¬ 
bouring kingdoms." i’ 

The extent of the Umpire in 1623 is briel 1 y summed up as 
comprising ‘‘The whole of ihe northern part of India, including 
the present North-West Provinces, Oudli and the Punjab, to¬ 
gether with the provinces of Bengal and Orissa, To these pro¬ 
vinces may be added the smaller territories of Malw.i. Sclnde, 
Gmerat, Mar war, Khanderli, and Herat 

/Idtiiintrtrafioa of the Empire. 

The plan of administration was the same as laid down by 
Akbar but jehangir had not the governing genius of his father. 
His weak nature and desire tor sensual enjoyment, on the one 
hand, and the trinity behind the throne formed of Nur Johan. her 
father Itimad-uddaukh, and her brother Asaf Khan, on the 
other, completely demoralised the government. He would pass 
order* which were not obeyed, he would mark out a line of ac¬ 
tion for himself which he did not follow, he would give promises 
and issue firniti :nr but they Were aim idled next day. Sir Thomas 
Roe in utter disgust wrote to the Eas« India Company on 14th 
February 1616. ‘V,....... I could procure you camels loodes of 

firmaens to no purpose," and in another letter to the Lord Bishop 
of Canterbury dated Adsmere, 2gth fan. 1616 he wrote, "His 
Governors of Provinces rule by his Firm mens, which is 0 brief 
letter authorising them. They take life and goodes at pleasure. 
His Dasturu-i-amal (Laws of Governance! gives us a clear idea 
of what he wanted to do and what he really did. The difference 
between theory and practice is, as usual, very great. The twelve 
rules of Z)a|furaT-am<ri are its follows : 

(1) He prohibited Tamgha and Mirbahn (river tolls) : (2) He 
encouraged the building of Serais and digging of wells at the 
sides of roads ; (3) The hides of merchants should not be open¬ 
ed on the roads without informing them and obtaining their 
leave ; (4) The property of the deceased should he teft to heirs 
If there are no heirs, then the property should be spent for some 
public good ; (5) They should not make wine (ifflini)nira®uxhija- 
rating drink) or any kind of intoxicating drink or sell it; fbj 
They should not take possession of any person's house ; (7) 

0 "The Rem cjnsira rite of Francisco Patsaert" transit ltd by More rind 
and Geyt. p. 5k. 

ft "'The Travels o| Pietro Ddlit Valle in India" b> Edward Gray (Vo), 
[j, p. XXXVI. 
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He stopped the cutting ol the nose or ears of any jjerson. and 
himself made a vow by the throne of Cod that he would 
not blemish any one by this punishment; (£) He gave an order 
that the officials of the Crown lands and the Jaghdars should 
not forcibly take the ryots’ lands and cultivate them on their 
own account; (n) A Government Collector or a Jagirdar should 
not without permission intermarry with the people of the bar¬ 
gain in which he might be ; (to) 1'hev should found hospitals in 
great cities; u [) Slaughter of animals was stopped for a certain 
number of days in the year. In every week, Thursdays and 
Sundays were prohibited days for the slaughter of animals: and 
(i’)_ He gave a general order that the offices and jngirs of 
his father's ^ervaniF, should remain as they were. 11 

Now let us see how his l.\\stuni-l-nmal worked in practice. 
The realisation of TunigStii and Afirfrafiri was continued by Ja- 
girdars and officials, The building of .Serais was encouraged 
Nur Jehan took an active part in the building of -Semis : M Mean¬ 
while she erects very expensive buildings in all directions— 
Sarah, or halting-places for travellers and merchants, and plea¬ 
sure-gardens and palaces such as no one has ever made before— 
intending thereby to establish an enduring reputation. 1 The 
bales of merchants were always opened and a good deal of 
trouble was given to them. The only wav to avoid this humi¬ 
liating treatment was to bribe the officials. Those who stood 
on their dignity and rights suffered, Sir lliomas Roe’s report 
and letters arc hill of the high-handed acts of these officials. 

The property of the deceased always lapsed to the Crown. 
u Hc is everv man's heire when he rlyeth, which maketh him 

rich, and the country so evill huilded-.. .But as they 

efie. and must needs gather, so it retumeth to the King like 
rivers to the sea, both of those he gave to. and of those that 
have gained by their owpe industrY.’"*' (Sir Thomas Roe.) "The 
citstome of this Mogoll Emperour (Jebangir) is to take posses¬ 
sion of his noblemen's treasure when they die, and to besLow 
on his (their) children what he pleaseth.*’ (William Haw- 


l> A summary of page?. 7 to id of "TimAc-i-Jahangiri** (Vof. 1 Roger? 
and flpi rrtd^rf 

? t niic Remnnwranlh? of Frauds Pelsaert' mndned by Moreland 

and Geyt, p. 50. 

3) -The Embassy .rf Sir Thomas R«** t« tlie Own of the Great Mogul 
(1615-16101" by Millbm Fosief (Vut. I), p- no, 
ii "Early Travels in India 1583-101')“ by Foster, p. (04* 
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kiiisT 'littm&JiateJy on the death of a lord who ha* enjoyed the 
King's Jagii, be he great or small, without any exception— 
even before ihe breath i& out of his body—the KingS officers 
are ready on the spot, and make m inventory of the entire 
estate, recording everything down to the value of a single pice, 
even to the dresses and jewels of the ladies, provided they have 
not concealed them. The King takes back the whole estate 
absolutely for himself, except in a case where the deceased has 
tone good service in his lifetime, when the women and children 
are given enough to live on, but no more. - ’ 11 

Roe, Hawkins, and Pdsaert agree that jehangir violated the 
rules* that he framed for others. There are innumerable instances 
f f die seizure of property of others and its lapsing to the 
Crown, As regards the rule about wine, it was more honoured 
in the breach than the observance. The whole court user! to 
drink its friyalas (cups) of wine ever)’ evening. 

The vow that Jehattgir took about not cutting oft the nose <<r 
ears of any person was the vow of a drunkard, broken as soon 
as the troth was plighted. Jehangir was rmi the man to keep 
this vow. for temperamentally he was very fond of subjecting 
others to torture. Akbar had i<- rebuke" him several times, 
Here is nn instance of his cruel temperament. 'This day a 
gemcllwoeman of Norrnalls was taken in the Kings house in some 
action with an Eunuch. Another capon that loved her kyled 
him. The Poore woeman was set up to the Arme pitts in the 
Earth hard ramed, her feete tyde to a stake, tu abyde ; dayes 
and 2 nights, without any sustenance, her head and armes hare, 
exposed to the sunns violence : if shee diet! not in that tyme 
she should be pardoned, 

The other rules are of minor importance and even they were 
not obeyed. 

Jehangir was very fond of show. There was no reality or 
originality about him, Speaking of his chain of justice he says, 


1) ‘The Remocistraniie of Francisco Peisaert" translated by Moreland 
and Geyl, pp, ; 4 -£ S . 

9) 1 errv lays that tht fault da; had committed was kissing the ffutittch t 

that 'he Imter was cut ir. pieces in her *lgbt; :md that she lived u 
dav and a half, crying out most lamentably, while she w»> abtt to 
apeak, in her language, as the Shu nannies chitde did in his. Ah, my 
head! my head]; which horrid execution or rather murder, was en¬ 
acted near our house.’' Foot note in p. Z15 of lie embassy uf Sir 
Thomas Roc. 
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'' I ordered them to make a chain of pure gold, jo gar in length 
anti : on raining 60 bells. Its weight was 4 Indian maiqidg equal 
to 4: Iraqi mauncls. One end of it they made fast to die bailie - 
merits of the Shah IJurj of Ltie fort at Agra and the other to a 
stone post lixed on the bank of the river," 11 

He describe his drain of pure gold minutely, but does not 
mention how many times it was pulled. What justice people got 
by that colossal waste r>f money he leaves out the account. 

No gram was made except under Nur Jehan*s seal. She 
was granted the rights of sovereignty. Coin was struck in her 
name with this superscription : ‘By order of King Jehaitgir, 
gold has a hundred splendours added to it by receiving the im¬ 
pression of the name of Nur-jehan the queen.* She signer! 
all finnans jointly with the King. 

Laws these people have none written. The King’s judg¬ 
ment binds ; who sits and gives judgment with much patience, 
both in civil and criminal causes, where sometimes he sees exe¬ 
cution done by his elephants, with ton much delight in blood. 
I I is governors oi province rule by his cum miss ions authorising 
them, anti take life and goods at pleasure. 

"All the land is his, no man has a foot J,?l 


Hawkins arrived at Surat on 24th August, [608. He found 
the authorities in Gujarat oppressive and venal. The governor 
pillaged the goods, only paying 1 'such a price as his owns bar¬ 
barous conscience afforded, —....... He came to my house three 

times, sweeping me dearie of all things that were good." We 
will close this part of the chapter hv giving Pelsaert*s views on 
"The Administration of the Country/ "The chief reason is 
that Jehangir. disregarding his own person anti position, has 
surrendered himself to a crafty wife of humble lineage, as the 
refill either of her arts or of her persuasive tongue. " :i > 

'Ti is the practice of the King, or rather of his wife, to give 
rapid advancement and promotion to any soldier, however low 
his rank, who has carried out orders with credit, or has efts- 

D 1 red courage in the field. On the other hand, a very' small 
(, or a trifling mistake, may bring a man to the depths of 
misery nr to the scaffold, and consequently everything in the 


U '■Tuj'uk'idahsngTri' 1 by Roger* and Beveridge (Veil. I), p. 7. 

"The Mogul Emperors of Hindustan" by E. S. Holden, p, 222 
:w '‘The Rcnioiu,trantie of Francisco PrtsaerL" by Moreland and Geyl, 
P* So: 
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kingdom is uncertain. Wealth, position, love, friendship, con¬ 
fidence, everything Hangs by a thread,' 1 lf 

“ (\s regard:, the laws, they are scarcely observed at all, lor 
the administration is absolutely autocratic, but there arc hooks 
of law, which are in charge of their lawyers, the Kazis 
“The facts are very different, although in every city there is a 
Kdfhhari, or royal court of justice, where the Governor, the 
Diwan, the Bdkshi, the Kotvtal, the Kas i, and other officers 
sit together daily, or Jour days in the week. Here all dis¬ 
putes are disposed of, hut not until avarice has had its share. 
All capital cases, such as thefts, murders, or crimes are finally 
disposed of by the Governor, if the criminals are poor and un¬ 
able to pay. and the sweepers drag than out to execution with 
very little ceremony. In the case nf other offences the crimi¬ 
nals are seldom or never executed ; their property is merely con¬ 
fiscated for the Governor and SCvlwol. Ordinary questions of 
divorce, quarrels, fights, threats, and the like, are in the hands 
of the Kotwul and the Kazi. One must indeed be sorry for the 
man who has to come to judgment before Lhese godless 'un-jud¬ 
ges’ ; their eyes arc bleared with greed, their mouths gape like 
wolves for covetousness, and their bellies hunger for the bread 
nf the poor; every one stands with hands open to receive, for 
nri merer}- or compassion can be had except on payment of cash 
‘this fault should not be attributed to judges or officers alone, 
for the evil is a universal plague ; from the least to the greatest, 
right up to the King himself, every one is interred with insati¬ 
able greed.. “The King’s letters or farnums to the 

chief lords or princes are transmitted with incredible speed, be¬ 
cause royal runners are posted in the villages 4 or 5 Kos apart, 
raking their turns of duty throughout the day and the night, 
an'I tbej take over a letter immediately on its arrival, run with 
it to the next village in a breath, and hand it over to another 
messenger. So the letter goes steadily on, and will travel So 
kes between night and day. Further the King has pigeons 
kept everywhere. 10 carry letters in time of need or great 
urgency But it is important to recognise, also that he (Jehangir) 
is to be regarded as King of the plains or the open roads only : for 


It " I hc H^rnrmMramie of Ffanciw J'ehatrn" by Moreland ami field, 

p. 50. 

o “Tiie Hfiminstriiniit of Francivu I’diaen ' 1 by Moreland and Guy l, 
P- .tr 

fa} ffiist* were m*l lawyers. They were judges. 
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in many places you can travel only with a strong body of men, or 

on payment of heavy tolls to rebels..... . . ..... 

...The governors are usually bribed by the thieves to re¬ 
main inactive k>r avarice dominates manly honour, .aid, instead 
of main mi fling troops, they fill and adorn their waliefr with beau¬ 
tiful women, ami seem to have the pleasure-house of the- wbyk- 
world within their walls ,,J f 

(cl Routt'S iiMti Transport System. 

In jeha&gir's reign Lahore rose irate importance and the 
routes converging at and radiating from Lahore, consequently 
received more attention. The importance of routes from Su¬ 
rat via Ahinadahad to Agra and from Agra to Patna was ill no 
way diminished. Bengal was coining more into prominence 
Ordinarily, little traffic existed on two of the land routes, those 
of Kabul and Kandahar, but when hostilities between the Portu¬ 
guese and the Moguls interrupted the sea-traffic In 1615, then 
these routes became very' important. By these routes indigo 
from Agra was sent to the Levant in those days and was sold 
in the Mediterranean markets. 

Some oh the routes traversed by famous travellers in [eban* 
gir’s reign are given below' : 

William Finch (1608-11): Agra — Ran kata — Undeg Sane—(J“- 
malpur) —Akbarpur — II a d a E— Pal wad — Faridab&d — Delhi— 
Panipat— K a 1 n a 1 -Thanesar (SaL-armOfuake pit-s abound)— 
Shallabad —Amballa — Sirhind — PhiliauD - K i* Sarai — >uJranpur 
—Lahore— A m in abaci — G ujArat -— K ha was pore—Rohlas—Ra- 
w.ilpindi — Massnnahdall — A nock— Peshawar — All M asjid — 
Dak a — A It Puglian — julalaba* 1 — Rudda Char bag — \ 1111L1— Sur- 
khab — I>oaba-Camree (Hikrumd—CabuJ- TaJikhao (a cit\ in 
Badakshan). “From Cabull to Cascar (Kashgar) with the ca¬ 
ravan ib some two or three monthes journey. It is a great king- 
dome and under the Tartar. A chief citie of trade in Ids terri- 
torie is Yar Chaun (Yar Kand), whence comes much dike, pur¬ 
slane (porcelain), niuske. and rheubarb, with other tuerchandure ; 
all which come from China, the gate or entrance whereof is some 
two or three monthes journey from hence. When (hey come 
to this entrance, they are forced to remain* under their tents, 
and by license send some ten or fifteen merchants m once to do 
their business, which being returned they may send as many 
mure ; but by no means can the whole caravan enter at once."*) 

i) " i lie Re tnons mimic vf Frandscu FelsaerL'* Uv Mur eland and Gcyl, 

PP- 57 5<(- 

"-Earl? TnveK in Incliu 1583.(619*' lw Fuller, pp. (6S-i<* ( 
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From Rrautporc to Agra is accompli I great toursc 
1 small course at t± mile per course is miles 


He describes an other route from Lahore to Kashmir* Lahore 
—Gujarat—Bhimbar— Feckly —Conowa—Gassinier (Kashmir). 
He says, 'Cassimer abounds with fruits, grainc, saffron, hi re 
and white women and is also reputed for rich poralieries (shawls 
— p&mri). Though near to Cascar, there is no passage for ca¬ 
ravans. "H 

Thomas Corynt (1612-1617), the famous "Odcomhiati leg- 
sprteteii'' travelled from London to Constantinople and then 
to Aleppo, F*rom Aleppo to Agra he took the following route, 
w hich in money cost him fifty shillings and in time ten months : 

Aleppo —Diarbekr— Tabriz—Kazvin—Ispahan—Kattdhar—■ 
Multan—Lahore--Delhi—Agra. I'eter Mundy (1608-t66“) 
gives the measurement of routes from Surat to Agra via Ltur- 
hanpur and (rum Agra to Surat via Ahmad a bad. 

from Surat to B ram pore (Burhanpur) is accompted small 

1 70 

X 41 IBHr tuuiat 13 trr* 1 TTt ,p. 2 I 

226 great course at i| mile per course is miles 

in all 

396 course of India make English miles 551 i s '-^ 

‘Agra to Seedpur (Sidhpur) 2S4 great course, at 
mile English per course amounting to miles 
Seedpur to Suratt 130 small course, at 11 mile 

English per course amounting to miles _* 7 - 4 - 

Course 414 makes miles ... 5,981” 3 ' 

And from Agra to Patna he computes at U53 great course, 
equal to J?9i miles. Tavernier in his “Travels in India” says 
that, Surat to Agra via Ahmad a bad takes thirty-five to forty 
days. He describes the routes from Kandahar to Agra via 
Kabul and via Multan, Though the latter route (via Multan) 
is shorter than the former by ten days journey, yet the caravans 
do not take it on account of the desert between Kandaluir mul 
Multan. He mentions the Ispahan (in Persia) to Agra route 
and says the journey falls into one hundred and fifty stage* j 
Ispahan—Farah— K andahar—Kabul—Lahore—Delhi—Agra. 

Nearly all the road from Lahore to Delhi and from Delhi to 


55‘J 


426 


I) "Early TntveU iu India ]583-161^" by Fprattf, p. 1 *1, 

* ' Hie Travel of p«| C r Mundy (*'608-1667)'* Vnl. It tlatshnt Society, 

p. 66. 

’ The Travels nl P«u*r Murnly ( 1 f«^S-*rs^r> - - VYL |[ Haltfnyl Sta-iny. 
p, *7*. 
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Agra is a continuous avenue planted throughout with beautiful 
trees on both sides, 

Tom Coryat admired this Long Walk' of four hundred miles 
in length shaded by trees on both sides/ 

Speaking of Masulipatam he says. ' ‘vessels from Pegu, Siam, 
Arakan, Bengal, Cochin China, Mecca, and Hormuz and Ma¬ 
dagascar, Sumatra, and the Manillas come there.” 

We dose the subject of routes after tracing Sir Thomas Roe's 
journey' from Surat to Ajmere anti back to Surat via Baroda : 
Sural (20th of September 1615)—Riarat (Viara in the Nadsari 
Division)—Baglan (in Nasik District)—Narampore (Navapur 
in the KhantiesK District)—Nandurbar—Tolnere (Thalmer in 
Shirpur subdivision) — Chapre (Chopra)—B ram pore (Burhan- 
pore 24th November 1615)—Burgome (Borgaon in the Xtmar 
District)— Mandoa (ManHiri — Cytor (Chitor)—Adjmere (Af- 
mere—23rd December 1615)—Ramsar—Toda—Ranthambhor 
- -Sultanpur—Ljjiiin—Hasilpur—Dhar—-Dohad—Balztsinor — 
Ahmzidnhad — Nariad—Baroda - Broach—Surat. 

Transport System. 

I he methods of transporting men and material were the same 
as in Akbar's time, 

I here is detailed information as regards transport charges in 
Jehangir's time in Hughe’s letter of 6th October, 1620 (Fac¬ 
tory Records volume I) ; Carts cany half a ton and kind trans¬ 
port from Faina to Agra takes thirty to thirty-five days- The 
carriage of eighty -one maunds, in carts from Fattia to Agra would 
cost one hundred and fifty-three rupees cash down ami eight 
rupees more if carts arrive in time. Loss by robbery and da¬ 
mage by rain were only too common. “Thus in 1619 the rate 
for conveyance from Agra to Surat by way of Burhanpur was 
Rs. 14J for a camd-loaU of approximately 500 lbs ; in i 63 S a 
cartage contract on this route was settled at Rs. per 74 lb, ; 
in 1651, Rs. 15 3; t6 was the charge per camel from Agra to 
Ahmedabad by the Rajputana route ; while in (6351 goods could 
be carried from Agra to Lahore for Rs. 2 per mound tl f 74 jp. 
Reducing these and other rates to a common standard, we find 
that the cost of carrying too lb. a distance of too miles in North¬ 
ern and Western India ranged between half and three-quarters 
of a rupee, exclusive of anything required for payment of armed 
guards and inland custom duties. These latter charges varied 
greatly according to local conditions; that they might add ma¬ 
terially to die cost is shown by Peter Mundy’s reference to a 
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contract by which the carriers from Agra to Ahmedabad under¬ 
took to discharge all customs demands in return for payment oi 
Rs. 45 per cart and Rs. 9^ per camel load.,_ .."u 

As to the carriage of correspondence, there was no state ar¬ 
rangement. Correspondence was all sent by private messengers 
who were obtainable in the chief marts \nrl were known as bazar 
Kas ids. The time required for the journey from Agra to 
Patna was considered to be eleven to thirteen days. 

(d) Land Policy. 

jehangir did not greatly disturb Akbar's land policy. He re¬ 
moved the insecurity' of tenure, which was great, bv passing die 
[oliowing order : ''that the officials of the crown lands and the 
Jaeirdars (grantees) should not forcibly Lake the ryots* lands and 
cultivate them on their own account'”** But he multiplied as¬ 
signments, extended the farming system and allowed summary 
settlements. "‘Those lands which are let pay to the King two- 
thirds of the profit; and of those which he giveth in fee, one- 
third nemafneth to the King. In all the world is not more fer¬ 
tile land than in some great parts of his dominions. 1131 (William 
Hawkins, i6oS-i6i3.) 

The greed of the King and the avarice of the officials destroy¬ 
ed the productivity of the land and killed enterprise in the pea¬ 
sants. Says Pelsaert, "The land would give a plentiful, or even 
an extraordinary yield, if the peasants were not so cruelly ant! 
pitilessly oppressed; for villages which, owing to some small 
shortage of produce, are unable to pay the full amount of the 
revenue-farm, are made prize, so to speak, by their masters or 
governors, and wives and children sold, on the pretext of a 
charge of rebellion. Some peasants abscond to escape their 
tyranny, and take refuge with rajas who are in rebellion, and 
consequently the fields lie empty and unsown, and grow into 
wilderness. Such oppression is" exceedingly prevalent in this 
country. "♦> 

A ttd (e) Labour A vnilahiiity and its Distribution. 

The position of labour did not improve at all. The supply 
was more than the dermind and the demand was restricted main¬ 
ly to the capital. Labourers could be taken by force and paid 

i> "I-rom ALbiir to Aurartgzeb" by Moreland, pp. 150-151. 

"India at the Dealt; of Akbar"' by Moreland, p. 129. 

Jl "Early Travels in India by Foster, p. tts. 

♦1 ‘'The Kemonstranik- of Francisco Pelsaert” by- Moreland and GevJ, 

?■ 4r- 
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whatever the master like*! to pay. In rase the labourer object¬ 
ed—which lie would not do—there was the Coiwfo (a whip of 
twisted cord about a fathom long with a handle of about a cubit) 
to bring him to his senses. 

The mobility of labour was very little. There was danger 
to life on the roads aggravated further by low payment, and 
hard, uncertain conditions of work. 

The efficiency of labour in India compared unfavourably with 
the efficiency of labour outside India. Referring to the cele¬ 
brated tomb of Akbar at Secmidra (Agra), says Hawkins, 

It hath l>een there fourteen years abuilding, anti it *s thought it 
will not he finished there seven years more, in ending gates and 
walk and other needful things, for the beautifying and setting it 
forth. The least that work there daily, are three thousand 
people, but this much 1 wit! say, that one of our workmen will 

despatch more than three of them."D 

besides the fact that the large and growing supply of cheap 
labour in India always undercut wages and was willing to put 
up with the tyrannies of rich men ami officials, there was the im¬ 
portation of slaves and eunuchs from Africa and from the east 
of India. Within the Empire slaves and eunuchs were also avail¬ 
able everywhere. Bengal and Assam were in this respect im¬ 
portant provinces. In spite of the repeated edicts of Akbar and 
jehangir, this trade in human flesh* flourished tinder the very 
nose of the King for he was the largest slave-owner (if eunuchs 
are included) in the Empire. Harems or Seraglios required 
the services of a large number of eunuchs to guard the ’purity' 
of ‘ the gilded hens, innumerable in number, so that "the 
golden cock* 1, might crow over alh 

’Tn Hindustan, especially in the province of Sylhat, which is 
a dependency of Bengal, it was the custom for the people of 
those parts to make eunuchs of some of their sons and rive t hem 
to the governor in place of revenue {mal-majibi) i This custom by 
degrees has been adopted in other provinces, and every year 
some children are thus ruined and cut off from procreation. This 
practice has become common. At this time I fjehangir) issued 
an order that hereafter no one should follow this abominable 
custom, and that the traffic in young eunuchs should be com¬ 
pletely done away with." 9 * Nothing was farther from Jehangir’s 
intention at the time of issuing this order than to stop the traffic. 

>> "Early Travels in India (1583-1619)” by Foster, p. uo. 

'*Tuz»k-t-jfthan£iri’ 1 by Rogers and Beveridge (Vo!. 1), pp, (50-151. 
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William Finch (i6gS-i6i 1} says, 1 A wood is incircled and what’ 
soever is taken in this enclosure is called the King's Sikar 
(sport) 

"The beasts taken, if man's meat, are sold and the money 
given to the poors; if men, they remains the King's slaves, 
which he yearly sends to Cabul! to barter for horse and dogs ; 
these being poors, miserable, theevtsh people that live in woods 
and departs, little differing from beasts," lt 

There is not the slightest doubt that slavery was encouraged 
by the King and his Onfrafts tor two reasons: First, slaves— 
including eunuchs, slave girls, anti concubines — met a real de¬ 
mand which then existed, and, second, the King enjoyed the 
monopoly of slaves. He made some money by traffic in staves 
and was himself royally served. 

Very ably f’elsaert sums up labour in "Jehangir's India." 
He says, “.**,.a workman s children can follow no occupa¬ 

tion other than that of their father, nor can they inter-marry 

with any other caste....There are three classes of the 

people who are indeed nominally free, but whose status differs 
very little from voluntary slavery—'workmen, peons or servants, 
and shopkeepers. For the workman there are two scourges, 

the first of wr licit is low wages (5 or 6 darns) . . .. 

The second is (the oppression of) the Governor, the nobles, the 
Dra-an, the KotwaL the Bdhhi, and other royal officers. If 
any of these wants a workman, the man is not asked if he is will¬ 
ing to come, but is seized in the house or in the street, well 
beaten it lie should dare to raise any objection, and in the even¬ 
ing paid half his wages, or nothing at all . . . 

"Peons or servants are exceedingly numerous in this country, 
for everyone—be he mounted soldier, merchant, or King’s offi¬ 
cial—keeps us many as his position and circumstance? permit.. .. 
"For this slack and lazy service the wages are paid by the 
MoguK only after large deductions, for most of the great lords 
reckon 40 days to the month, and pay from 3 to 4 rupees for 
that period : while wages are often left several months in arrears 
and then paid in worn-out clothe?, or other things. If, how¬ 
ever, the master holds office or power, the servants are arrogant, 
oppressing the innocent, and sinning on the strength of their 
master's greatness. Very few of them serve their master honest¬ 
ly : they steal whatever they can ; if they buy only a pice-Worth 
of food, they will uko their share or ufrfiiiiW (commission) .. 

"Whatever he may deal in.-,-,. the shop-keeper is held 

U “Early Travels In India 15B3-1619" bj Foster, p 154. 
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in greater respect than the workman, and some oi them are 
even well-to-do, hut they must not let the fact he seen, or they 
will be the victims of a trumped-up charge, and whatever they 

have, will In: confiscated in legal form...Further, they 

are subject to a rule that if the King's nobles, or governors, 
should require any of their goods, they must sell for very little— 
less than half price; for to begin with, they must give great 
weight for small coins (Jehangiri weight for Akbari money), 
the difference being 20 per cent. ; then 9 per cent, is deducted 
fur ddSturi; then clerks, overseers, cashiers, ami others all know' 
very well how to get their share ; so that in such circumstances 
the unfortunate shop-keeper may be robbed in a single hour of 

the profits of a whittle month,.-,. "This is a short sketch of 

the life of these poor wretches, who, in their submissive bond¬ 
age. may be compared to poor, contemptible earthworms, or 
to little fishes, which, however closely they may conceal them¬ 
selves, are swallower! up by the great monsters of a wild sea. 1 '** 
Verily might Sir Thomas Roe say "(Indians) live as fishes 
do in the sea—the great ones eat up the little. For first the 
farmer robs the peasant, the gentleman robs the farmer, the 
greater robs the lesser, and the King robs all/' \ 


!> '"The Rcnwnstrantiv of Fr&nchco Pdsam” by Moreland and Gey I, 
pp. 61 to 64. 




CHAPTER n. 


CAPITAL ORGANISATION: CURRENCY 
AND ITS REGULATIONS, HUNDEES, 
AND TAXATION. 

Jehangir, on ascending the throne, raked weights, measures, 
and coins by twenty per cent. This cause *1 great confusion. 
Both Akbari ;md jehangiri systems prevailed." Later on he 
reverted to the Akbari coins, but in weights and measures he 
allowed both systems to prevail. He gave preference to his 
coins and so Akbari coins circulated at a discount. Under Je- 
hangir. banking ceased to be the monopoly oi the King though 
rhe King remained the banker of the banks, and the greatest 
banker in his realm. Private people carried cm hanking freely. 
''In Agra the men who are richest live mainly by money-lend¬ 
ing. a practice which is not discreditable to Hindus, but only to 
Moslems (though indeed they do it commonly enough): and 
that certain profit comes before the gain of the enterprising nter- 
cham,' , *l e * * 

Jehangir introduced two innovations in his currency : One 
striking coin in the name of Nur Jehan already described and 
the other equally striking in the sixth year of his reign—his 
famous gold rnokvr —of a new type : ' ‘On one face is a portrait 
of the emperor in the act of raising a wine-cup to his bps ; on 
the other is the sun in the constellation of Leo/ r? » 

'The coins used are rupees, but there are different kinds, viz. 
Khazma. (treasury) or Akbar's old coins, and Chalani (current) 
which are the rupees struck during Jehangir's reign in Agra, 
Lahore, Patna, fvrtndhar, or Gujrat ; the Shroffs (Monev-Jea- 

rupee at from i to 3 per cent- above the 
K hazdMQ d though the coins are identical In weight Then there 
are rhe Snmti, which are equivalent to i\ rupees ; and the 


in “the Remonsiramie of Francisco Pdsaert" by Moreland and Geyl, 
pp. 36-29. 

** *'The Mogul Emperors of Hindustan" by E. 5. Holden, p. 23^ 
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Jahangiri, which weigh 20 per cent* more than the Khazana. 
All bargains are done in terms of the same series of units, either 

Akban or Jahangir* .....“There arc gold coins, 

but only of one series, named wioliyr, The double coin weighs 
a lulu. or 1 2 Mashas, and is equivalent to ! 4 rupees, the half- 
coin in proportion. The inscriptions are similar to those of the 
rupees, except those which have been coined by the Queen 
(Nur J ehan); her coins, both rupees find mohurs, bear the twelve 
sigtii of ihe Zodiac, one sign on each coin. Wry little trade, 
however, is done with these gold coins, seeing that most of 
them must come from the King's treasures, and further the great 
men hoard them, and search for them for their jGtazmia (trea¬ 
suries), Copper coins also are in use. They are called pice, 
and at present 58 or more go to the rupee : n For still smaller 
sums for the use of the poor there are cowries', or white sea- 
shells, which pass at 80 to the pice."-> 

'‘Formerly ninSnindrs, and not rupees, were current here 
(Gujarat) ; the mabmudi is smaller, and worth only io stivers 
by our reckoning. Rupees have come into circulation during 
the last five or six years; the mahmitdi is still the nominal unit 
for sides and purchases but the actual payment is generally made 
in rupees, which we take as 24 stivers. The King has now a 
mint in Surat, as in Ahmadabad and all other capital cities, "8 
Edward Terry (1616-1619) writes about coinage in Jehan- 
gir's time as follows ; “All the coin or bullion that comes to 
this country is presently melted down and refined, and coined 
with the stamp of the Mogul, being his name and titles in Per¬ 
sian characters. This coin is purer silver than any other that 
\ know, being of virgin silver without alloy, so that in the 
Spanish dollar, the purest money in Europe, there is some loss. 
1 heir money is caller! rupees-,*,,.... This is their general money 
of account.,...That which passes current for small change is 

ll like other writers of the period;* uses the word 

pict to denote both the dam and the half(or aJhda), 
In Akhar h s imi^ about -jo dun, or So adhrln* went to the rupee, but 
the price of cupper roue sharp!) early in the rjih ecflturv\ mti ai 
iH h time a rupee exchanged for jo jJaifti or less; in this passage the 
reference must be tu ihe urfheLi." footnote {3( page ^ 

-1 ,l Thc Rfmonstrantic of Francisco Pelsaert 1 * translated by Moreland 
and Geyl, p. 

to T*h? Remonatrantie of E'ranci&CO Pclsaert 1 * translated by Moreland 
and Geyl. p, 43* 
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brass money, which they call pices, of w'htcb three, or there¬ 
about, are worth an English penny. These are made so massy, 
that the brass in them, when put to other uses, is wdl worth 
Lhe quantity of silver at which they are rated. Their silver 
money is made both square and round, but so thick that it never 
breaks or wears out,” 11 (Edward Terry in Kerr, lx, p. 392,) 
Importation of silver and gold at two per cent, custom duty 
was freely permitted, hut (it was) a crime not lesse than capi¬ 
ta 11 to carry any great sum me thence.'(Edward Terry)— 
Here is a list of coins of other countries outside the Empire 
which circulated freely in Jehangir's India : 


py of Jiccottiil 

Dutch icrofils 

Filed flt A/0 rapcc. 

Siivft 

Spanish: thro* out East 

2 ruprrt. 

Gold 

Smth l mi ] 11 Ac KjisI Cowrf 

H Lo 3] rupt«. 

Gold 

do* 

% lo A rw^a. 

om 

do. 

* arUMft. 

Gold 

throughout lilililft 

I u rmpot*. 


yimn M'toJ IFbrjj ml.I iff (#rauf ff/ rup §4 

Guilder re* ftreJn 
Hinl nf rjphl 

Ffcgoda, fifitt 
Piiraln, ol.l 
Fftft&m 

Found Sterling 

To sum up the currency in Jehangir’s time in his own words, 
we have to take the material from “Tuzuk-i- Jehangiri." He says,, 
" I>j each (gold) coin I gave a separate name, viz. to the tuuht 
of foo loh, that of ncir-Sfiirki; to that of 50 tola, that of mir- 
snltiim : to that of 20 lola, nur-daulat . to that of to tola, tiut- 
Karam ; to that of 5 tola, nnr*mikr : and to that of 1 tola, nur- 
fahani, lhe half of this t called nuratif, and the quarter, rawa- 
gt. \\ ith regard to the silver coins (Sifefcas), I gave to the coin 
of too Ida the name of J&iu&ab-t-faii (star of horoscope!; to 
that of 50 fofa, the name of Kaukab-i~i<jbal (star of fortune); 
to that of 20 tola, the name of Kauhah-i-muratl (star id desire) ; 
to that of jo tola, the name of Kaukah-i-bakht (star of good 
hick) ; to that of 5 tola, the name of Kaufeah-u-jo’d (star of sus¬ 
piciousness) ; to that of t tola, the name of Jehangbi, The half 
Jehangin, 1 called 5 fd/om; the quarter, msrtri (showering 
money): the dime, Khair-i-qabut (the acceptable). Copper, also, 

\ Coined in the same proportions t and gave each division a par¬ 
ticular name, 1 ordered Lhat on the gcilr] muhr of ico, 50, 
and to tola the following verse by Asaf Khan should be 
pressed namely, on the obverse was this couplet : 

t UTOte on lhe coin in letters of light, 

The Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir/ 


20 

irn- 


ik Krvenue Resources of this Mogul Empire" p by Edward Thoma^ 

p. 26, 

M "Eftrljr Travels in Indis 15*3-1 frig 1 * by Foster, p, 302. 
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and between the lines of the verse the Creed (A'dtma) was im¬ 
pressed. On the reverse was this couplet, in which the date of 
coinage was signified : 

'Through this coin in the world brightened as by die Sun, 
And the date thereof is ‘Sun of Dominion" (Aftab-i-Mam- 
labitY’U 

JV. B. — Aftab-t'Mamlaktii expressed in figures would repre¬ 
sent ioj 4 A.H. or 1605 A.D. 

Bundles and Kuthees. Kothees increased in number as res¬ 
trict ions on banking were removed and Huudees also circulated 
to a greater extent. The practice of insurance became very 
common and war risks were frequently dealt in. Some enter’ 
pricing Banins also initiated the policy of covering losses due 
to "overdue market/" Marine insurance was well established. 
We learn from Nathaniel Halstead's letter from Cambay to the 
Surat Factory dated 24th July 1622 that "To assure our goods 
hence to Swalley (as the tymes is, 2 or 2^ per cent.) in our 
mvnc names 1 find itt bee difinJt.. 1,11 

The rates of insurance were very high because there were 
manv risks to be covered and, moreover, on the sea the Moguls 
had no authority. 

The development of banking in jehangir’s lime was due to 
Virjee Vora of Surat who died probably in 1677, Malaya of the 
Coromandel Coast who died in 1634, and Chelty of Malabar. 
These three bankers controlled an extensive anil highly lucra¬ 
tive banking trade and other kinds of businesses its well. They 
were not only the biggest financiers of their time, but they were 
also very successful merchants. 

About Virjee Yora there is a footnote which says that "he 
was a wealthy merchant at Surat, with whom the English had 
dealings as early as 1619. He is alluded to (1625) as a 'prime 
merchant of this town/ (1628) 'the greatest banian merchant 1 , 
(1630) 'our old and accustomed merchant' ,(1634) 'the greatest 
and richest general merchant that inhabiteth this Vast King- 
dome.' He was the Company's largest creditor in Surat and 
employed agents or Vakils in Agra, Burhatipur, Ahmed abad, 
etc. In 1643 the Court of Committees sent an ‘iron chest from 
Nuremburg' as a present to Virjee Vora, Thevenot mentions 
Viijee Vora as late as 1666—'There are people vastly rich in 

1» "TuanfcTjafiangiri’* by Rogers and Beveridge (Vol. I}. pp. so-i 1 . 

- 1 1,1 Tlie English Factories in India (1621-1633}’' IVillLjim Foster, 

p. 101. 
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Surat. and a Banian a Friend of mine, called Vargivara. is 
reckoned to be worth at least eight millions’/' i‘ 

Taxation* Taxation was very vexatious and uncertain, 't he 
practice of farming taxes or compounding with the officials for 
taxes inflicted great hardship on the traders, and the shifting 
of the burden of taxation from one commodity to the other or 
from one community to the other by mere finnans was a fa¬ 
vourite practice of jehangir ami his successors. Says Terry, 
“The Mogul sometimes by his Firmans or letters patent will 
grant some particular thing unto single or divers persons and 
presently after will contradict those grants by other letters, ex¬ 
cusing himself thus : that he is a great and an absolute king, 
and therefore must not be tied unto anything ; which if he were, 
he said that he was a slave and not a free man. Yet what he 
promised was usually enjoyed, although he would not be tied to 
a certain performance of his promise. Therefore, there can be 
no dealing with this king upon very sure terms, who will say and 
unsay, promise and deny/' s > This idea of “a great and an ab¬ 
solute king, (who) therefore must not Ire tied unto anything" 
coupled with the inherent right of 1 ‘a great and an absolute king" 
to "saj- and unsay, promise and deny" was the root cause of 
JehangirYnot listening to any treaty with the King of England. 
Sir T homas Roe always pressed the King for a treaty and 
Jehangir always refuser! his request. He gave him Firmans 
instead, In sh eer disgust Sir Thomas Roe wrote in his journal, 
■’Keythcr will this overgrowne Eliphant descend to Article or 
bynde himsdfe reciprocally to any Prince upon terms of Equa¬ 
lity, but only by way of favour admit! our stay.....you can 

never expect to trade here upon Capitulation that shall be per¬ 
manent- We must serve the cyme," 

As regards the evil of farming taxes and the high-handed atro¬ 
cities of the Mogul officials, Roe mentions the conversation that 
he had with the^ viceroy of Pa tan. "This being translated 
means that the Governor of Patan (Patna )was an officer or 
inansabdtiT of the rank of 5,000 horsemen, nominal, but was 
•"inly expected to maintain a force of 1,500, which cost him three 
hundred thousand rupees a year. But he drew from the im¬ 
perial treasury at the rate of 5,000 horse, or 1,000,000 ruj«fc>. 

1) "The Travels of Feter Muridy LjGqB- 1667V VoL II, Hakluyai 
Society, footnote 1 p, [jtj. 

-! I he [■.mbass.t of Sir Ttunus Rot to the Court of the Great Mogul 
(1615-1619I by William Fusler, Yol. I, footnote 1 p. \sviii. 
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thus gaining 700,000 profit, besides whatever he could sweat 
out of the taxes of the province which was binned out to him, 
beyond the 1,100,000 rupees he had to pay as rent to the trea¬ 
sury . In other words, this official drew a fixed salary of nearly 
j£Ro,ooo a year, besides w hat he could make out of the taxes." 11 
"Yet," says Roe, "he assured me there were divers had double 
his entertainment 1 and about twenty equal!," 

Jehangir remitted a few taxes tike Zekhat and T umgka and he 
dul not impose any fresh taxes, but his habit of frequently 
changing the schedule of tariff and of farming the taxes spelled 
disaster for the people. 

Finch writes about the Surat custom-house as follows : “Near© 
to the Castle is the nlphnndUa (custom-house), where is a patre 
of stnires for lading and unlading of goods ; within are roomes 
for keeping goods till they be cleared, the customs being two 
and haife for goods, three for victualls, and two for money. 

But none may passe without the Porcugalls passe, for what, 
how much, and whither they please to give licence, erecting 
a custom© on the sea, with confiscation of shippe anti goods 
not showing it in the full quantise tu the taker and examiner.'‘ a> 
Finch also mentions a new tax called Gras which "was a kind 
of blackmail levied hy Rajputs and Kofis, and grassia was the 
term given to the person who receiver! this toil. !t thus came 
to mean a robber. 1 & 

Pel suer t differs front Finch as regards the customs dudes He 
says "Customs duties are here (Surat) 3! per cent, on all im¬ 
ports and exports of goods, and 2 per cent, on money*, either 
gold or silver. At present these duties arc collected for the 
King by the Governor, Mir jahari Rub Beg, but formerly* they 
were assigned to various lords as salary ; the arrangement has 
been altered as often as twice or thrice in the year.” 41 These 
duties the English also had to pay. 

As to tolls, I’elsaert says, speaking of Broach, that "Tolls 
are levied here on goods, whether brought here for consumption, 
or merely in transit; the rate is 1 £ per cent., hut it is calculated 


it "Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule” by Stanley Lane-route, 
P J'5- 

2* "Early Travels in India 1583-1619" by Foster, pp, 134-135. 

•*> "Early Travels in India 1383-1619" by Foster, p, (43 (footnote). 
"The Remonst ramie of Francisco Pelsacrt’' translated by Moreland 
and Gey I, p. 4a. 
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lor all kinds of goods on a valuation made by the Knzi, or law- 
yer, of the town, and is in fact merely a knavish method of 
draining poor merchants dry. If, for instance, doves are brought 
there cm the way to Ahmadabad or Agra, the toll tvill be charg¬ 
ed on the retail price which a local shop-keeper would charge 
for a pice-weight or ounce, without allowing for the heavy 
expense required to bring the goods into the shop, or for the 
seller’;; probe. 11 is the same lor dJ kinds of gootls in pro- 
portion, and, if this toll did not exist to stop us. we could bring 
all our goods from ami to Agra much more conveniently than 
by way of Burhanpur, and at half the cost. It would therefore 
be an excellent thing if we could contract for this toll, or obtain 
an exemption from the king; the advantage and profit of this 
course can be readily inferred from what has been said above." 1 > 

Sir 1 hnmas Roe tried his best to contract for the customs 
duties but he did not succeed. 

jehangir had a very vague notion of the principles of taxa¬ 
tion. He used to issue firmans affecting the revenue of the 
empire without mature consideration, fie gave rights to his 
favourites of collecting taxes and paying to the imperial treasury 
u certain stipulated sum. The methods employed to collect 
taxes and the multiplication and uncertainty of taxes hampered 

trade to a great extent. 


1) “The Rcmonsl ramie of Francisco Pelsaert’ - translated by Moreland 
and Gtyl, p. 43. 




CHAPTER III. 


MANUFACTURES-RAW MATERIALS 
AND THEIR UTILISATION. 


New raw materials like saltpetre, sal-ammoniac, sandalwood, 
tobacco and others came into prominence. Old articles de com- 
wirce of Akbar s time like indigo, sugar, cotton goods, etc. were 
man u fact tired on a larger scale as trade in Jehangir's time 
developed greatly. In Akbar's time, there was only one foreign 

f roup which was supreme in the markets of India, namely the 
orcuguese : but in jehangir's time the Dutch, the Portuguese 
and the English were competing for Indian stuff in Indian 
market*. These traders also opened up trade w ith Japan and 
China and so the entrepot trade was increased. 

1 he net result "f the activities of the foreigners was to widen 
the markets of India and to raise the prices of Indian commo¬ 
dities by increasing the aggregate demand. 

The manufacture of perfumes of different kinds received a 
new stimulus not from the foreigners but from the pleasure¬ 
seeking effeminate Jehangir and his durbaries (courtiers). 

/ndfip>.—In Sir Thomas Roe's phrase, indigo was the “prime 
commodity.' ’ It was grown in the Gauge tic plain, in Sind, 
in Gujarat, in the Deccan, and along the East Coast. Near 
Agra alone there were the following indigo centres ; Hindowne 
(Hindaun), By ana (Dayana), Panchoona. Bashavor (Bisaur), 
Connoway (Khonwajj, etc 

The Deccan and East Coast indigo was not developed in 
Akbar’s time and the little that was produced was meanr for 
home consumption. But in Jehangir's time the indigo of Ben- 
gala was coming into prominence and in Shah Johan's me Pa tn a 
became an important centre. The usual net weight of a bale, 
of indigo was about :sO lbs. for Btana and 150 lbs. for Sarkhej. 
The three qualities of indigo Ahiidt, Ziarie, and Katel already 
described under Akbar referred to first year's cutting, second 
year's 1 lining, and final cutting. Pekaert gives .1 very humor¬ 
ous description of these : “The best comparison I can give to 
illustrate these three kinds of indigo is that the nctnfi is like <t 
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growing lad who ha* still to come to hi* prime and vigour ; the 
rifoit- is like a man in his vigorous prime ; the katel is like an 
old, decrepit man, who in the course of his journey has had to 
crrrss many valleys of sadness and many mountains of misery > 
not only changed and wrinkled in the face, but falling grad uall y 
into helpless senility. I will add that the unuli for surpasses 
the iGdel in substance and quality, for while only a rupee a 
maund separates the siaree from the «rtnb. thev are worth fully 
double the 

Pdsaert attributes the superiority of the true Bay ana indigo 
(indigo made near the town of Bayanu which does not amount 
to more than 300 bales) to the "brackish water" in the wells 
near the town, "for the use of sweet water makes the indigo 
hard and coarse.’’ Aligarh in the United Provinces of Agra 
and Oudh came into prominence as an indigo producing area 
during Jehangirs reign. The king and his relations used to 
deal in this commodity. 

Sugar.—In Europe beet-sugar was not produced and, there¬ 
fore, Europe depended for its supply on China and India in the 
East, and Brazil and Antilles in the West. England, not being 
on good terms with Portugal, had to fall back on the Eastern 
supply . The Eastern markets of sugar were rn a great extent 
controlled by the Dutch, who mostly worked up the Bengal su¬ 
gar. Indian sugar was of three types: Candy. Powdered 
sugar, anti Jaggery or G«r. The first two kinds of sugar were 
in demand and factors at Surat used to export them. Abmada- 
bad and AgTa were two important manufacturing centres of high 
class sugar. 

Cotton goods .—"William Finch in his Report sent home 
from Surat in 1609 refers First to the different qualities of BajUs 
(ordinary Gujarat Calico, the fine makes of Broach, and the 
coarser goods of other centres; then to Semkinotw (calico made 
at Semiana in Patiala in Northern India), ‘broader than the 
calico, and as 1 suppose more fitter for England than the f? a/to s' 

..then comes Putties (the loin-cloths in common wear), 

and then Bairamis the latter ‘resembling Holland Cloths' — these 
four types representing calico in the general sense of the word. 
"Next he mentions a slighter stuff, or muslin, called Serribafj 
(muslins made in Deccan), as probably suited: to the North Afri¬ 
can trade, and a calico ol extra width, made somewhere in Caj>e 


H ai Tht Rcmcrtsiranrie of Francisco Pclaserr' translated by Moreland 

and i\eyh pp. *2-13* 
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Comorin, which would sell well in England for sheeting* ; and 
he adds that higher qualities than these counLry linens' could 
l>e got if required. He then suggests some other goods for 
the African trade, and Pintados (the Portuguese word common¬ 
ly used to describe goods with patterns in colours), as being like¬ 
ly to sell profitably for quilts and for fine hangings ; also quilts 
ready-made of u r hite calico and of calico dyed red or blue. 1 * 1 * 
Under fancy goods, specially designed for Africa, Reeses 
(Dimity); Neeanies (striped calico); and Einirites (cloth worn 
by pilgrims to Mecca) were well-known. The chief kind of 
Coast Calicoes were : Percalles (plain Calico of the highest 
grade in pieces o£ 8 yards by 0, best Moorees (calico occasional¬ 
ly dyed blue but usually shipped brown or bleached in pieces of 
9 yards by t|). Fine Salempores (ordinary Moorees in pieces of 
16 yards by i) and ordinary Salempores (longcloth in pieces of 
30 to 40 yards in length and a yard in width). 

Other calicoes were ; Derrwfmtids (Duriyabad lies midway 
between Lucknow and Fyzabad), Kerria bands (manufactured 
probably in Khairabad, a short distance from Lucknow), Erh- 
batyes (nametl after the Emperor Akbar and made m Oudh), 
treooHs (manufactured in Western Oudli), Antbwtees (Patna 
calico), and Dungaree (cloth of a very low grade). 

T he demand for Calico for export purposes rose between 1610 
and '62,5 by 186,000 pieces, one piece being i 2 to 15 yards in 
length. The shipment of calico in r61 y was 14,000 pieces 
and in 1625 was 200,000 and so new markets were developed 
and wider areas were tapped. 

Tobacco .—Tobacco developed after Akbar's time but It never 
received fair play for its growth from the Moguls for they were 
always opposed to this commodity. The Portuguese and Dutch 

? rew it in their colonies. Jehangir prohibited smoking in j 617. 

n the latter part of his reign, however, and in Shah-Jaban's 
time no restriction was imposed and the tobacco trade developed 
greatly. Manned says that in the early years of Aurangzeb’s 
reign the farmer of taxes paid live thousand rupees a day for 
the tobacco duty at Delhi alone ! The figure of five thousand 
rupees a day does not sound possible, but it shows the magnitude 
of the tobacco trade. Aurangzeb by 1 a mere stroke of the pen 
completely annihilated the tobacco trade in his Empire. No 
man was allowed to smoke. 


t> "From Air bar m Aurangzeb" by Moreland, pp, 124-125. 
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Burhaiipur and Bengal produced large quantities of tobacco. 
Says Terry, "They sowe tobacco in abundance, but know not 
how to cure and make it strong, as those in the Western India 
(i.e, the West Indies).” 1 * 

Sid d»iTWpnwc w;ts found at Thanesar or Sirhind, ft is a 
sort of scum which was dug out and purified by evaporation. 
The price ranged between 7 and rupees and the demand for 
the commodity was weak. 

Saltpetre. In 1605 the King of Spain ordered the Viceroy 
of Goa to send home ten or twelve casks of saltpetre yearly until 
further orders. 

The Dutch Report in 1617 makes a mention of the substance 
and in the invoice <-f the "N’aerden" from MaatiEpotam October 
1621 there are two items relating to Saltpetre : Saltpetre, 47,000 
lb. avoir, 2,964 Guilders. Saltpetre (refined), B.70D lb. avoir, 
i.fTO guilders. Saltpetre, which is nothing but the washings of 
the contaminated soil, was obtained from the Coromandel coast, 
Gujarat and Agra, Konkan ports and Bihar. (Rama, therefore, 
became an important centre for saltpetre later on.) 

Pelsaeit describes this industry in detail. He says, "Salt* 
petre is found in many places near Agra, at distances of from to 
to 40 kos: it occurs usually in villages which have formerly been 
inhabitp.l, anil have been for some years abandoned, ft is pre¬ 
pared from three kinds of earth, black, yellow, and white, but 
the black earth gives the best quality, being free from salt or 
brackishness. The method of manufacture is as follows : Two 
shallow reservoirs like salt-pans are made on the ground one 
much larger than the other. The larger is filler! with the salt 
earth and flooded with water from a channel in the ground ; the 
earth is then thoroughly trodden out by numbers of labourers 
dll it is pulverised and forms a thin paste ; then it if. allowed to 
stand tor two days, so that the water ma> absorb all the sub¬ 
stance, The water is then run off by a large outlet into the 
other reservoir, where a deposit settles, which is evajjoraied in 
iron pans once or twice, according to the degree of whiteness 
and purity desired, being skimmed continually until scarcely any 
impurities rise. It is then placed in large cart hem jars, holding 
25 to 30 lb,, anil if any impurities are still left, they sink to the 
bottom ; the pots are then broken, and the saltpetre dried in 
the sun. From 5,000 to 6,000 maunds should be obtainable 
yearly in Agra alone, without reckoning the produce of places 


J) * * Earh Travek tn India. t by Foster, p. 29* 
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at a distance* The peasants, however, have now recognised 
that the produce, which was formerly cheap and in small demand, 
is wanted by us as well as by die English, who are also begin¬ 
ning to buy, and, like monkeys* are eager to imitate whatever 
they see clone by others. The result is that, instead of the old 
price of i ]L rupees for a mauml of 64 lb., it is now up to 2 or 24 
rupees, and likely to rise Steadily -" 41 

Per) urn vs. Jehangir was very fond of perfumes. Sandal, 
musk, amber, ambergris, attar (specially tln-Jahangiri which 
was attar of roses made for him by the mother of Nur jehan). 
and Chna^ were much in demand. 

Sandalwood was supplied to Agra by the Portuguese who 
used to obtain it in Timor, and transport it to Malacca and 
thence to Goa and Cambay, 

Musk was sent to Patna by Bhutan and Tibet, and Kumaon 
used to send it to Delhi. 

A tuber is a congelation of a species of gum which forms in 
the sea and Ambergris consists of the faeces of the sperm whale. 
Both yield good seem and were supplied by the foreigners. 

A liar of different kinds was manufactured in India. Naosari 
in Gujarat and Agra were famous for the scent. 

■’China*’ is a rich perfume, made liquid, of colour black, 
which commonly they put under their Armepkts and 1 hereabouts 
and many tymes over bosome and backe. t,;l > 


1) "The Remonstrant it of PrnncwcO Pefsacrt' by Mcreland and Geyl, 
P* 4 ® 1 * 3 

9) A marginal note on p. 162 of “The Travels of Peter Mundy 1608- 
1667" Vo). II. " ’Cli»i* wnrlh 18 and 20 rupees an ounce ordinarily 
f /i. 1W i 1 Chaawa, Cfcoii *j and Chea are cummon commercial namrs 
for q fragrant ointment or paste, mat}* up of four ingredients, usu¬ 
ally sandalwood, wood of aloes, saffron, and musk, or of amlwr- 
pb, saffron, musk and die juice of Rowers of the 3 rl>or tristU” 

3 ) "The Travels of Peter Mundv 1608-1667“ Vot. it {Haktuyei Society), 

p. i6j. 
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_-., , n[ - The Dutch worked on the bast boast, uieir n 
r j-' ' t puiicat MasUipatam anti other places. I he English 

"teSUlS.'ISrS. opening u„ trmlc „Uh China and 
Japan and so arose a greater demand lor Indian goods to be s 

of Indian markets then and even “ Q lh * 

cuAe ofhig E Ung. Finch notes that the ongtaal tomanA oo 
canicular pilgrim ship was too.ooo wiaJwwadtS (^bout ^ 4 ■ - 
Speesh but die freight actually settled after considerable hig 

Markets were not open throughout the 
week “Every great towne or cine of India hath flunked t 
n jav . j„ the coole season presently after the swine has risen, 
and I iiSe before his setting. They sell almost everything by 

^During the summer season shops would be busy up 10 ° 1lC ** 

and lor three or four hows after ^set. 

At noon they would be dosed because the heat 

Victuals were very cheap- Terry tells us, 1 ha % - * 

ooodmulion sold for the value of one shilling. Four couple ol 
henries at the same price, one h»" M die valu e ol a penny, three 

i) M EflHy Travels in India 1583-16*9 by Faster, p- -l 1 3 - 
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partridges for as little, and so in proportion all the rest, I lie 
state a( the Indian shipping industry was not happy under Je- 
hancir The coastal trade to Goa decreased on account of the 
decay of the Portuguese influence. The shipping 10 Achm de¬ 
creased because the English and the Dutch fleets soiled there. 
The English also retaliated on Indian ships for the bad treat¬ 
ment thev had received from Prince Khurram, ( he sailings 
to Persia also fell on account of the Portuguese collecting tolls 
from Indian vessds at Muscat niter the fall of Ormuz. 1 he 
Reel Sea trade was reserved fur Indians by Prince Khurram, but 
his order was not effective. Prince Khurram was powerless 

on the water. . 

The Moguls could not directly help the Indian Shipping in¬ 
dustry on account of their having no naval strength. Indirectly 
they did their best by issuing firmans, and imposing restrictions 

on the foreigner. . 

it is not so easy to account for India, occupying the same 
position in the Shipping Industry to-day as it did under Jehait- 
gir. The naval strength of England is superior to the l ort 
Trust Organisation of the Moguls called by courtesy the Admi¬ 
ralty. and yet Indian Shipping Industry has not advanced , H 
The merchants of India have been given bad names by the 
foreigners and it is a relief to find a famous traveller (Pyrard de 
LavS) giving an impartial verdict on Indian merchants. A 
few views of travellers are given below ; 

Tavernier speaking of the Indian merchants of this period 
says, "The Jews engaged in money matters in the Turkish 
Empire are usually considered to be exceptionally able, but 
they are scarcely fit tn be apprenticed to the money-changers of 
India.” 

William Finch sneaking of them (the Indian merchants) says, 
"They are ns subtle (ls the devil, whose limbs 1 certainly persu- , 
ade mvsell thev are.* 1 I 

"Banians," says Dr Fryer "are the fittest loots for any de- 1 
teitful under taking." 

Pyrard de Laval has some interesting things to say about the ^ 
Indian merchants : "For they are all cunning folk, and owe no¬ 
thing to the people of the West, themselves endued with a keen¬ 
er intelligence than is usual with us, and hands as subtle as ours : 
to see or hear a thing but once, is with them to know it. A 
cunning and crafty race : not, however, fraudulent, nor easy to 



n *Tndu in the XVI! Century" by j N. Das-Gupn, p. 170. 


I»’ 






148 THE COMMERCIAL POLICY of- Tl[fi MOGULS 

defraud And what is to be observed of all thdr manufacture 
is tins, that they are both of good workmanship and cheap l 
have never seen men of wit so fine and polished as are these 
J mdians; they have nothing barbarous or savage about them 

as we are apt to suppose.In fact the Portuguese take 

find team more from them than they from the Portuguese ; and 
they that come fresh to Goa are v ery simpletons till thev have 
acquired the airs and graces of the Indies.''»> 

(b) Trade Centres. Agra, Lahore. Multan in the North; 
Satgaon Bengal, Patna in the East; Ahmadabad, Cambay, 
burnt, Lahn Bimdar in die West; and Burhanpur in the South 
were important trading centres. During jehangir's time. Agra 
Inst importance a great deal on account of hit (Jehangir’s) resi¬ 
dence out of Agra for many months in a year. Lahore grew in 
importance. Patna and Bengal were gaining ground at the 
cost of burat. Lahn Bimdar lost importance on account of the 
utter defeat of the Portuguese at Ormuz. The centre of trade 
was shifting from the West to the East. The rise of the East¬ 
ern coast synchronises with the growth of the English. Now 
we will study the trade centres in some detail. 

Agra. The importance of Agra was due to the following : 
Its being(i) the Capital of the Empire ; 

(2) the indigo centre; 

(3) the greatest spice-market; anil because of 

(4) the situation of the city at the junction of all the 
roads from distant countries. 

''All goods must pass this way, as from Gujrai, Tatta for Sind) : 
Jrutn Kabul, Kandhar. or Multan, to ihe Deccan; from the 
Her cart or Burhanpur to those places, or Eo Lahore : and from 
Bengal and the whole East Country ; there are no practicable 
alternative routes, and the roads carry indescribable quantities of 
merchandise, especially cotton goods.'‘*3 
The only industry of importance in Agra was camet-mamt- 
ractunng though the city was full of "all sorts of artisans in great 
numbers, who can imitate neatly w hatever they see, but design 
nothing by themselves/’M 


!> "The Voyage of Pymrtl De Laval (160H-16UI" by Albert Gn« 
(Pan I Vu), []}, pp. ,*48-349, 

“The Remvnsirantie of Francisco Peisaert" by Mo retard and Guy I, 

p. 6. 

S3 “The Renton? (ramie of Francisco Ptlsacrt ' bv Moreland anil Gcvl 
P* 9* ' 
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^ Lahore was important for the overland trade with Kabul, 
Kandahar, Persia, and other countries. The Armenian and 
Aleppo merchants did a large and profitable business in Lahore, 
The Ravi flows past the city of Tatta, carrying a large trade in 
shallow-draught vessels. Lahore was famous for its carjjet 
manufactures. 

Mullan commanded the route to Persia which went by way 
of Kandahar. Its most important products were sugar, opium, 
cotton goods, and sulphur. The best camels in India were 
available in Multan. 

Sateaon was an important port in the East. The various 
agricultural products of Bengal and its textile products were sent 
out from Satgaon. 

Bmgal ‘The country is healthy and temperate, and so 
wondrous fertile that one lives there for almost nothing; and 
there is such a quantity of rice, that, besides supplying the whole 
country, it is exported to aj! pans of India, as well to Goa and 
Malabar, as to Sumatra, the Moluccas, and ail the islands of 
Sunda. to all of which lands Bengal is a very nursing mother, 
who supplies them with their entire subsistence and food,..,,. 

I he country' is well supplied with animals, such as oxen, cows, 
and sheep , flesh is accordingly very cheap, lei alone milk-foods 
and butter, w-herenf they have such an abundance that they sup¬ 
ply the rest of India : and pile carpels of various kinds, which 

they weave with great skill, There are many good fruits. 

The country abounds with sugar-cane.Cotton is so plenti¬ 

ful. that, after providing for the uses and clothing of the natives, 
anti besides exporting the raw material, they make such a quan¬ 
tity of cottort cloths, and so excellently woven, that these artides 
are exported, and thence only, to alt India, but chiefly to the 
parts about Sunda, Likewise is there plenty of silk, as well 
that of the silkworm as of the (silk) herb,i> which Is of the bright - 

I) Foot-note 3, in p .128 (re (silk) herb) of -The Voyage of iVard Do 
L»*T’ fay Albert Gray; 

"This grass-silk is referred lo by Linscholen ns a kind of linen. *It 
is vdlimbh, anil is called (he herbe of Ftcngsfen, wherewith they do 
most cunningly stitch their coverfiis, pavilions, pittoww, carpets and 
jtiamkb—likewise they make whole peecca or wrbbes of diis Jterbe 
sometimes mixed and woven with silke, a I (hough those of die hear be 
itselfe are dearer and more esteemed, and is much fairer than thu 
silke. These webbes are named Sarrijm, and it h much used and 
worn in India' ” (Hak. Sec., f, 9 6). 
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yellow colour, iiiid brighter than silk itself r of this they 
rtihke many stuffs of divers colours, and export them to all parts, 
Some of these cottons and silks are so fine that it is difficult to 
say whether a person so attired be clothed or nude Many 
other kinds of work* such as furniture and vessels, are construct* 
ed with extraordinary delicacy which, if brought here, would 
be said to come from China,"d 

Sir Thomas Roe in i6i6 wrote to the factors at Surat about 
Bengal as follows : ''That Bengali* should bee poors I see no 
reason : it feeds this Couinrie with wheats and rice ; it sends 
sugar to *11 India; it hath the finest doth and Pintadoes , Musk. 
Ciutt and Amber (besides) almost all raretyes from thence bv 
trade from P ?gu<;. 

T lie agricultural wealth of Bengal was and is very great. The 
Moguls had no idea of the great mineral wealth of Bengal or 
they would have earned fabulous royalties out of it. They were 
Fully familiar with the royalty system for no permission for min¬ 
ing was given unless a stipulated sum was paid to the King, 

Palm yielded annually about 1,000 to 2,000 maunds of silk 
winch was sent to Gujarat and to Agra. It produced muslin 
(cassa) and opium, I he shields manufactured in Patna had 
more than a local fame. Patna carried on a lucrative trade with 
Bhutan, Thibet, and Nepal- 

Ahmadabod was the most inifiortant city of the Moguls its 
articles de luxe were reputed far and wide. * * Painter,; inlayers, 
and other skilful workmen arrange oyster shells in such a way 
as to form beautiful lines. Pen-holders, small boxes, and other 
1 hirvgs are made. Cloth of gold tissue, chirah (coloured turban) 
fetah (loin-band), Jamaitttwi (dowered woollen stuff), velvet, 
brocade, siik-ejoth, and khara (undulated silk-cloth), are well- 
woven here. I liey imitate various fabrics of Turkey, Europe, 
and Persia , the dhoti especially, is excellently woven, and it is 
rarried to distant lands by way of present. Swords, Jamdkats, 
KhapivQh (dag'jjers I * anti bows are well-made. Lustrous jewels 
are bought and sold. The silver and gold of 'Turkey anti Iraq 
are imported/**) 

Combay'i trade declined considerably. Formerly three Kafi- 
Itis (manv coasting fleets of small craft) used to come every year. 
But the decline of the Portuguese trading affected Cambav a 

■> ’’The Voyage of Pyrard Dc Laval” by Albert Gray (V 0 L I). pp , 

3*9- 

*' Khulasatu-T-Tawariku” translated by Jadunath Sarkar, pp. 6t-6s. 
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gr&at deal, C am hay is celebrated for the manufacture of agates 
cornelian, and other stones. The Cornelians come from mines 
10 the vicinity of Rataupur, in the native state of Kalgunta 
Rewii Kantha." , > ’ 

Surat is the chief sea-port, though ihe city is 7 Kos t up 
the river; All goods, both Imports and exports, must lie 
shipped and landed by boat. After the settling of the English 
there, Indians suffered heavily in trade. The carrying trade 
from Surat to Mocha, Ispahan, or Suez fell to the English at 
the cost of the Indians. Surat, being a poor manufacturing 
city, was lasing rapidly in importance. 

Ldm Biiuday was an important pen where all large vessels 
ctjftili anchor. It declined considerably after the fall of Ormuz, 
latiii, the capita! of Sind, was a good hinterland. Cotton-goods, 
taffetas of yarn and silk : ornamental desks, writing cast s and 
smuliir goods prettily inlaid with ivory and ebony were ihe im¬ 
portant manufactures of the place. 

Burhanput was fin the way from Surat to Agra and vviis an 
impoi'taiu gateway for Deccan. The English used to have 
a factory there. They found B urban pur a good market for 
the sale of heavy woollen doth, lead, tin, quicksilver, vermilion, 
satins, and velvets, for the army, They also purchased from 
there cotton goods and opium. As it was an important mili¬ 
tary- outpost it was well governed and provisioned, lourdaui 
wmes about Burhanpur as follows : "] never saive better gnv- 
ernmem than there was in the Campe. and plentie of all things 
™ c ' ttie d f h a found -n makeinge of tine bajtmes. bmmmes; 
serebafts, rich turbants and girdles of silke and gould To this 
towne there is trade from all places of the Indies 'v. 


(c) infer -Provincial Trade tind (d) Frontier Trade, 

Kashmir sent to Agra saffron, fruits, wines, and pamris 
{shawls) And imported from there cotton-cloth, vam, pepper, 
indigo, and opium. Tatta carried on trade with the merchants 
from Ispahan who brought silk for sale clandestinely because its 
export from Persia was prohibited, feu me (Indian madder) 
used for dyeing red like chay-root on the Coromandel Coast 
dried and fresh fruits, wines, carpets, and gold ducats. In r«- 

,J " T * w Travels of Pietro Della Valin in India" Tty Edward Oray fVnl, 
*)i foot-note- s, p. 61. 

* J “the jourrmi of John Jourdain 11608-1617)*' hv Hale, Society pa 
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turn the Ispahan! merchants took cotton goods, indigo, and su¬ 
gars. 

Afghanistan received from Peshawar sugars, cotton cloths anti 
indigo and sent to it iron, leather, tobacco, fruits, wines and 
woollen goods. 

Bengal (Patna) sent out to Agra raw silk, Saltpetre, lue (seal* 
ing-wast ant! varnishes were made ol lar in those days) and it 
was also exporting to other places indigo, cotton goods chiefly 
dtnbaii (course cloth). Trade developed in all provinces though i 
it was considerably handicapped by the corruption of the nffii i-fi 
als, by danger to life and property on the road, and by the un-l 
certainty of the finnans of the King. 

(ej Foreign Tnule. The Indians and Portuguese were losing 
ground, white the Dutch and i he English were steadily advanc¬ 
ing. The 1 hitch tapped the East Coast while the English 
capped the West Coast and the Indians acted as mere middle¬ 
men. Their foreign trade was bound to go down on nt-coum of 
the following reasons : 

(a I Nearly all the carrying trade in the waters was either 
in the hands of the English or in the hands of the Dutch, 
for Indians had neither an efficient mercantile marine 
nor a navy; 

(h) At that time Indians were terrorised by the Portuguese 
and even on their own coasts—the Eastern Coast being 
robbed by Arrakanese, Mug Its, and the Western Coast 
by the Malabark—-Indian shipping was not safe l 

(c) The Red Sea trade ceased to be a Reserved trade for 
Indians ; and 

(d) The dread of water, a disease from which the Indians 
suffered then also. 

Even today the foreign trade of India is in the hands of 
foreigners! Indians have no share in it because of (a) their 
having no mercantile marine on account of Indians having no 
monopoly of the Coastal trade and no navy and (b) the utter 
indifference of the Government of India to develop the latent 
sea-faring instinct of the Indians on the Malabar and die Coro¬ 
mandel Coasts, 
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Conspectus of die Indian Export trade at the Opening of the 

XVI? Century: 11 


Coastal Regions ,md 
Chief Pom. 

SI ml—Ui hii ri Banria r 

Gujtrat— 

Cambay* Gug-hA* Giu t 
Sural- 
Ronkan— 

Chaul> Dabhol, Raja- 
pur 

f; a a-—Goa I libaikal 
decayed). 


Malabar— 

CaVicui, Cochin j s-. vt - 
rid minor pom. 

South Coaid— 

Qu£lon t Tuticorin, 
Neg*p*l am 
Commandel Coast— 
South— S, Thomti, 
Piilki^at. 

>f u ri U—X l EmiUpatanv 


Gingtlly Coadl — 

VlzagapaiRni. Btfnlh 
para m. 

Bengal— 

IliKigfjL 1 ! pipli, Bfllfl- 
^ore, Chittagong,. 


Principal Espom 
Calico 

Cotton good*. yarn, 
indigo. 

Also Pilgrim Traffic 
Chiefly Calico and 
fancy good*; some 
pepper. Uso Pilgrim 
Traffic. 

Transhipment; * few 

local i xporte. 


Pepper 


Cal wo, Pepper* 

Fanyy Goods, Calico, 
aod Mudia, Yarn, 


Caiitru and Muslin. 
Fanrv Good* find 
Yam. 


Provisions (net and 
oil seeds). 

Provisions (nee and 
Sugar), MusEin. 


DestimtLlcn 

Persian Golf; Consi- 
Yvist to Gaa. 

Red Sea t Persian Gulf 
A eh [a ; Coast w ise to 
Gor. 

Red Sea, Persian Gulf 
Coa-M'.yLse to Goa. 


Persian Crulf h East 
Africa, IJ&bun Malac¬ 
ca and beyond; Cey¬ 
lon. 

Cochin to Lisbon and 
to Ceylon and Malac¬ 
ca. Colicut and Mi¬ 
nor ports to Red Sea. 
M a in I y Co^iwise; 
Ncgapamrri to Malac¬ 
ca and beyond. 
Malacca and beyond; 
Achin; Pegu and Te* 
itajwrim; coastwise 
to Citia Aftii Malabar 
Malacca and beyond; 
Adi in: Pegu and Te¬ 
rra ssc-Hm ; Persian 
li u 1 t: Coastwise, 
North and South. 
Chiefly Cofisiwis*. 

Peg n and Ttaatuc- 
rim; Malacca and 
beyond ; Aehin; ^s- 

tensfar c o a % t w i i e 
trade. 


\Ve will now study under Foreign Trade iha Portuguese 

Trade, the Dutch Trade, anti the English Trade. While studying 
the latter we shall note the effect or Sir Thomas Roe’s activi¬ 
ties nn the Moguls. 

Tire Portuguese Trade. The flourishing trade of the Portu- 
gues-e under Akbar declined during Jehangir's reign and ceased 

li "Fr-fim Akteir m Aurairgzi'b'" by Moreland p. ^7 
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to count as of any importance m the reign of Shah Jahau. They 
lost their monopoly of the Cape of Good Hope route by the 
aggressive activities of the Dutch and the English. They tost 
their imjwrtariee in the Ret! Sea and in the Persian Gulf by the 
fall of Ormua. In India itself, the Western Coast was feeling the 
Strong pressure of the English and the Eastern Coast was being 
exploited by the Dutch. Indians themselves rejoiced at the 
fall of the Portuguese for their religious fanaticism, low moral 
tone, and Ingh-handed acts of cruelty alienated Indian sympathies 
from them. 

Thus, unlamented, passed away a power which could have 
built a Lasting empire like the English. Certain it is 
that the Portuguese hud greater advantages on their side than 
the English, hut they lived for the moment while chinking of 
Eternity and thus destroyed their Etnptre! 

During jehangir's reign, Kn/ilus of 300 to 400 vessels laden 
with merchandise used to sail two or three times a year from 
Cambay to Goa, They carried indigo, precious stones, rock 
crystal, iron, copper, rock-alum, wheat, vegetables, medicinal 
drugs, butter, oils, white and black soap, sugars and conserves, 
paper, wax, honey, opium, silk and cotton stuffs, couches and 
bed-steads (lacquered), carpets, cabinets (inlaid with mother-of- 
pearl, ivory, gold, silver, and precious stones), anti boxes of 
tortoise-shell. 

Goa used to send out to Cambay what it received from Por¬ 
tugal : silver, woollen doth, swords, arms and ammunition of 
war, mirrors, iron, lead, wines, fruits, cheese, printed books, 
etc. Generally the profits of the Portuguese engaged in trade 
were four to one on general merchandise and six to one on provi¬ 
sions. On the eastern coast also the Portuguese had a brisk 
trade. Their trading vessels used to come annually from Ma¬ 
lacca and Macas laden with spices, lead, tin, quicksilver, and ver¬ 
milion, ami for the return voyage used 10 take cotton goods, 
butter, rice, gmgelly seed, etc, 

Goa used to send out to Lisbon pepper, ginger (Chinese gin¬ 
ger was preferred), cardamoms, indigo, cornelians (laquecaj, 
ebony, calicoes, and precious stones (diamonds anti pearls). 

The Dutch Trade. The Dutch had not a large supply of 
silver at their disposal like the Portuguese, but they had the 
monopoly of cloves, mace and nutmegs. As there was a great 
demand for spices in Northern India, so, by selling them, the 
Dutch were able to purchase Indian goods, We get a first 
glimpse of their trading in 1607 from Admiral MatedicfPs Re- 
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port tn which lie makes an attempt to study Asiatic trade from 
the following standpoints: (i) Pepper, (2) Other Spices, (3) 
Gujarat, (4} Coromandel, ami (5) China and japan. He was 
against developing the Gujarat trade and wanted to develop 
and participate iit tfie Coromandel trade for the commodities 
of this Coast were much in demand in the Far East whence 
gold and silver could be obtained in :i Triangular Trade. That 
is how the Dutch and the English obtained gold and silver later 
on. In Japan there was no great demand for European or 
Indian goods, but there was a great demand for silk (raw), hides 
and skins (as Japan was and is even to-day extremely poor in 
cattle). These goods could be had in Siam where Indian col- 
ton-goods were much in demand. As japan was the only coun¬ 
try in the East which freely allowed the export of silver, so this 
I ndo-Japanese trade via Siam and Indo-Cnina was an absolute 
necessity for the Dutch and the English who were restricted in 
their business deals in India by the shortage of silver. So, 
Indian cotton goods were sent to Siam and [ndo-China. Hides 
obtained from Siam and raw silk from 1 ndo-China were sent to 
Japan where they were exchanged for silver. This silver was 
invested in Indian goods which were sent out to Europe, 

The following Dutch invoice of the ‘' Naerden" from Masult- 
patam October 1621 gives us an idea of the com modi ties the 
Dutch in India were then interested in : 


"Goods Quantities Value in Guilders 


Pepper About 1 

Saltpetre ,, 

56,000 lb. (avoir). 

3^,457 

47 * t > n 

3,964 

Saltpetre (refined} 

8,700 ,, 

t,t 70 

Diamonds -— 


(.326 

Borax 

650 lb. (avoir) 

1 75 

Yam 

3.4^ 1 , 1 , 

*, 39 ° 

Gurnee Cloth 

65,000 yards 

n, 9 f$ 

Moorcas (superior caliro) 
Bed lies (Muslins from 

500 pieces 

.M 54 

the Deccan} 

Miscellaneous Charges, and 

too (1200 yds.) 

1 ,200 

60,754 

some small errors 


1*000 

Value of Cargo 


6 =. 754 " 


"From \^bar to Atiran^zeb ' by Moreland, p. jin. 
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Holland used to send to Masuiipatam woollen cloth, vermilion, 
quicksilver, ivory, tin, swords and knives. 

The English Trade. "In six years the English have not 
liought more than 600 bides, because, owing to bad lurk, ad¬ 
versity, and mismanagement, their commercial position has great¬ 
ly deteriorated*.So wrote Felsacrt of the "bad luck, 

adversity, and mismanagement" of the English in the early 
part of jehangir's reign, little dreaming of the smiles of Dame 
Fortune reserved for that nation* Less than three hundred 
years after Pelsaert’s writing the above, a representative of 
England, Lord Curzon ol Kedlestnn, Viceroy-designate of India 
in his speech delivered in the Royal Society's Club on November 
7, 189S said that, "The casual stone which was thrown into (he 
sea of chance by a handful of merchant adventurers two hun¬ 
dred years ago hail produced an ever-cxtemling circle of ripples, 
until at the present moment they embraced the limits and affect¬ 
ed the destinies of the entire Asiatic Comment," 

The position of the English in India in jehnttgir's time was 
far from enviable, Had it not been for Sir Thomas Roe who 
came to India in 1 (Sr 5, the East India Company would have 
been wound up and the English would have left the shores of 
India. The light of Sir Thomas Roe for the prestige of his 
nation and as well as for the commercial preference to his na¬ 
tion reads like a chapter from a Book of Romance. Through¬ 
out his stay in India (1615-1610), he severely condemned the 
corrupt officials, even including Prince Khurmm, who later on 
ascended the throne under the title of Shah jahan, the childish 
mentality of Jehangir. and the utter unreliability of those with 
whom he had to transact business. It reflect* much credit on 
that "true and undoubted Attorney, Procurator, Legate, and 
Ambassador to that high and mighty Monarch, the Great Mo 
goar. King of the Oriental! Judges, of Condaby, of CUismcr, 
and of Corason" to have secured certain favourable terms for 
his nation in spite of the determined opposition of Nur Jehan and 
Prince Khurrani, 

Jehangir never liked Roe but, prior 10 the coming of Roe, 
Hawkins and Best ]iad seen the Great Mogul, Strange to say, 
Jehangir became very friendly with the blunt sailor William 
Hawkins. When the Emperor read the letter of King James 
to himself, he said tn Hawkins, "By God, that all what the King 

it Tbr Krtnuhatratisi-; of Frand?sco Pel&flcrt ’ by Moreland and Gty], 
p. t 8 < 
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had there written he would grant and allow with his heart, ami 

more .*' u .swearing by his Father's soule. that if 

I (Hawkins) would remeyne with him, he would gram me arti¬ 
cles for our F actorie to my heart's desire, and would never go 
from his word, "* J 

Captain Thomas Best in 1611 brought letter* and presents 
from King James for Jehungir and in exchange received a Fir- 
jh«ji dated at Agra the 25th January, l6tj 'Whereby among 
other things it was stipulated that there should be a perpetual 
peace and free commerce between the Mogul’s subjects and the 
English in all parts of his dominions ; that all English goods 
should pa\ custom at the rate of per cent, upon the value or 
price they were worth when put into the Custom House, and 
that it should be lawful for the King of England to keep and 
com in lie an ambassador at the Court of the Great Mogul during 
the time of the said peace and commerce, there to compound and 
end all such great and weighty questions as might anyway lead 
to a breach of the said peace/ ,9 * 

This paved the way for the appointment of an ambassador. 
Now we turn our attention to the trade conditions prior 10 the 
appointment of Sir Thomas Roc. 

L'liJer commission issued to Sir Henry Middleton and others 
for the sixth voyage to the East Indies in 1 6 jo, it was kid down 
that "The most desirable commodities for sending home are 
indigo, both round and flat, of the best quality ; calicoes, while, 
of good quality ; calicoes, light-coloured, only the best qualities . 
stresses of all iorts ; cinnamon, twenty tons of the best Ceylon, 
well packed ; cotton yarn, twenty tons of the finest, also five tons 
of a coarser quality ; green ginger, four tons : red sandal wood, 

three runs: ’Turbithf/ two tons; opium,,..pounds weight; 

Benjamin, ten tons, if it can be had at a reasonable rate ; "Safi 
.trmoniark 1 . two tons; olibanum, ten tons; lignum aloes, as 
much as possible ; worm seeds ; gumlae. both best and second 

qualities; and silk of Persia, a good quantity,"** .*_ 

convenyenlly come by ante rare thinges, as live birdes, or beastes 

"Mediae vnl India under Mohammedan Ryle" by Stanley Lane-Pool p, 
P joo- 

14 Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule** by Stanley i^ne-Foole, 
P 30a* 

31 '‘From India m ihe XV M CenlurV 1 by | S’. Das-Gupta, p. 1 J 4 . 

"Tlje Voyages of Sir James Lancaster* Kt, to the East Indies.** 
Edited by Clements R. Markham, p. 140, 
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or an v other thinge fit for us to present to Marie or any of the 
noble Lordes, who are our honorable frendes,"” he (Sir Hen¬ 
ry Mitiifleton) G to send them home to the Committee in charge 
of careful persons. 

Sir Henry Middleton writing to the Governor of Surat, Mae- 
crab Chan, says, "All his hooking was both by himself and by 
divers instruments to find out and buy all such fantastical I toyes. 

■ . .- ’ hut f° r anything else, unless it might serve his own 

purpose, he cared not,'’** 

Maccrab Chan purchased all the Chests of sword-blades, 

\\ hereof he seemed so greedye, as he would not trust us to 
send them sficr him, but would see them all sent ashore before 
Ins departure. ^ In a feiv days after having made his choice he 
returned those which he did not like "Carelesslve and illcondition- 
ed, as there accustomed manner is to doe all things whatsoever 
they have bought, when by alt the view thev can have thev 
dislike the same.'**) 

Sir Henty Middleton writes about the mean and stingy treat¬ 
ment accorded to him and to his crew by Maccrab Chan under 
(he pressure of the Jesuits of whom the Moguls were much 
Afratd. "During the time, 138 days, that the vessels by off 
Svvally, much injury' was suffered from delays; breach of faith ; 
thv prohibition of the country people from trading ; the little 
trade done, and that, too, at unprofitable rates; the refusal of 

F rerraission to found a factory ; the non-payment of debts former* 
y < 3 ue i and the expulsion of the merchants from the town, and 
of the ships from the port. This expulsion was due 10 a letter, 
written at the instigation of the Jesuits, from Dan gee, by a 
hatitfltj at Cautbrai, to Muccntb Chan, ail vising him to give m> 
place to the English, for if he did so. the Portugal* would come 
with force to burn all the sea to was and to seize all the ships 
found at sea," il 

We have seen the list of Indian goods required in Europe 
whirh Middleton was asked to purchase. The goods that were 


I) “The Voyages of Sir James Lancaster, Kt, to the East Indies 1 * * * * &) ’ 
edited by Clements R. Markham, p. 14^. 

*} *‘Tfce Voyages of Sir James Lankier, Kt. to the East indie*" 

edited by Cleitienb R. Markham, p. rgj, 

ai D& ' do, (to- do. 

** *>o do F do. do. 

&) '"The Voyifres , of Sir Jame* Lanraatcr, Rt„ to the East Indies 
tailed by Clement* R Markham, p, 
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required in India from England were cloth of light and pleasant 
colours, quicksilver, lead, tin, vermilion. Elephant's teeth and 
Red Cora] (from Africa), 13 a lasses (ruby), new drinking glasses, 
wines specially red wines, looking glasses etc- About looking 

glasses we find the following note : “. and I verily suppose 

that some fair targe looking glass would be highly accepted of 
this King, for be affects not the value of anything but rarity 
in everything, insomuch that some pretty new fangled toys 
would give him high content, though their value were small... 
... .”■) The Dutch factor, Van Ravesteyn suggested that all 
manner of curiosities should he sent "particularly for the Great 
Mogul." pictures of landscapes and great personages, "mirrors 
as tall as a man with frames wrought with festoons," "fine 
greyhounds and some strong dogs which will tackle tigers," ctc. 

Bpth jehangir and Prince Kurram were novelty mad.' In 
his letter from Adsmere, dated 25th January, 1615 (16) to the 
East India-Company Sir Thomas Roe writes, "But raretyes 

E lease as well,...*.. . ........There is nothing more welcome 

ere, nor ever saw I man soe enamord of drincke as both the 
King and Prince ;tre of redd ivyne, whereof the Governor of 
Suratt sent up some pottle. Ever since, the Kyng hath soli¬ 
cited for more. I thinck 4 or 5 handsome cases of that wyne wil 
be morfd welcome than the richest lewtrfl in Cheapes) de. Pictures, 
Lardge, on Cloth, the frames in pieces ; but they must be good, 
and for varyetye some story, with many faces, for single to the 
life hath heene more visuall. If the Queene must be presented 

(which I will not advise too . fine needle worke toyes, 

fay re bone lace, cut r worke. and some handsome wrought wast- 

core, sweetbagges or cabinetts. wil be most convenient _... 

I would add any iaire China Bedsteeds, or Cabin etc* or tnincks 
of Japan are here rich presents,’* 01 

About Prince Khurrnm s desire for novelties PcJsaert writes, 
"He was a patron of all craftsmen, to whome he paid such 
high wages that he attracted all the splendour of his father's 
Court, for he was as greedy for novelties, costly jewels, and 
other rarities as Jebangir himself, and he paid more liberally. 


U^’Lcilcr* Rtctivcd by ihc East India Company From lt» Servants in 
the East." VvS. 1 f 1602-161 , p. 13. 

** " Hit Embassy of Sir Thomas Ror to ihc Court of the Great Mogul 
(16(5*1619}" hy William Foster (VoJ. I.) 
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Z3£f%£S&f “ '**"■*■ likt his **-■ * «* 

Jehanfflr so far forgot his position that he wrote for novelties 

^* mg H'T* of f rom Ajmtre in March 1615 : ‘'And 

now and formerly I have received from you diver3 tokens of 
>our love, so l desire your mindfulness of me by some novelties 
from your country as an argument of friendship between us for 
such is the custom of Princes here. 1 ‘ US< '° r 

M^rmbri? that T aS giv f n 10 Nich.Downton at Surat bv 
i laccrab Chan, novelties and toys are greatly stressed : 

No. rH^, 

landW^JiT^^ by ^T lb o Chan ,n ^ P tovM i« Eng- 

land and sent by the next shtps for Surat, for the Great Magore. 

a * l^ CGmpkte ****** wrou * ht - I** Jight, and easy to 

Crooked swords, broad ; hard to be gotten, for thev rrv 
.hem with their knee and. if they stanch in no %£g ' 
Knives uf the best, large, long and thin to bow almost 
round and come straight again of themselves. 

Satm of red, yellow, green, tawny. 

Velvet of the best, of red. yellow, black, green 
£11 tmmner of toys that may content the king. 

:m r d^een h ^ ** ^ uiil not stair >- * ydtow, red 

All manner of toys for women 
Pictures in doth, not in wood 
1 erfumed leather. 

Cloth of Arras, wrought with pictures. 
m ’ J Iie fu eiresi looking-glasses that may be got 

I Any figures of heists, birds or other similks made of 

jvr 4 - m PaSter ' ° f S ' Ver, ‘ bMSS - woot} ' iron ‘ RtQne <* 

Perfumed sweet-bags, embroidered with gold 
Rich cabinets with .1 glass, embroidered. 

Kicli shag of ret! colour. 

each ^ greyh0UndSl s P anielf; ‘ ‘ti'd little dogs, three of 


b. 


d, 

e, 

f, 

h* 

L 

k< 

L 


n, 

O. 

pw 

<1* 

r* 

s. 


M pp l; l^ ,,,0t,,lfi,mie ° f Franc '^ Pclsacti- by Moreland and Gejl, 
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t, I-arge Muscovia hides, 

v. Veil urn and parchment good store. 

(Notes) 

d. Satin some small quantity, for I think they will give little 
more than it cost in England; of the least gummed- 

e. Velvet brought by Sir Henry Middleton made but little 
profit and is no mail's money but the King's : therefore 
the less. 

f. Things will ask some labour to find. 

g. Broadcloths, His meaning is very fine clothes and per¬ 
fect colours ; anti the red he meaneth scarlet. 

i. 1’icuires on cloth as you had made at London, not as the 
french, which warp, rend and break. 

I. Cloth of Arra is very costly; therefore i think best to 
make show' of difficulty in the getting thereof, unless a 
little, but tapestry instead Lhereof. 
it. f igures of divers beasts and dogs in stone or plaster I 
have seen come from Frainckford (Frankfart). I think at 
Amsterdam may enough be had, 
s. Dogs hard to be carried. 

l. I hey thought much to give the price they cost in England, 
v. Parchment you may fir them with store, for 1 think it be 
hut to write books on. 

Nich. Doivntoa. ** *) 

1 he transport and other charges between India and England 

were very high ,f .that ten shilling!: imploved in Pepper 

in the East-Indies, wilt require thirty and five shillings for all 
charges whatsoever to deliver it in London."** 

In India, die English were looked upon with great disfavour 
» as L ^ e,r presents were poor and few compared with the Portu- 
guese and Persian presents. Roe wrote to Keeling on January 
13th, [616 hor presents, I have none, or so meane that they 
are worse titan none ; so that l have resolved to give none, for 
the Last years liberality*; and provision of the Company was such 

.....-.as 1 can no way equal!. Therefore 1 answer to 

all the Great ones : I come from Kyng to Kyng, not to present 
every man, but to demand Justice for the injuries and insolettcy 


11 - " L «twi (Wived liy the Past India Company from It* Servants in 
ll,e V'ol. !i 1613*1615 ", pp. 17J-174. 

«> "A discourse of Trade" by Mon. p. 13, 
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offeree! his Majesties subjects. * *‘ l > In an earlier letter (January 
ist 1616), Roe told Keeling that he hat! sent Asaf Khan “a 

ringe...,...to make aquayntance (not as a present, but in 

loveV. but it had been returned "as too poore of vaSew , yett 
did the Kings stone cutter rate it at 400 rupyes/'** 

Asol Khan the brother of Nur Jehan would not have demeaned 
himself by accepting a 1 'poore valew" ring ! Roe himself writes 
to the Company on 25 th January, 16) 6 as follows : ' ‘ Asaf chan 
-lid expect some great present for himselfe and the Queerie, as 
I understood ; and as ne is the cheefest man with the Kyng, 
soe is he in faction wiLh .Sultan Coromie (who hath married his 
daughter), and Noraiatl the beloved wife of the Kyng is sister 
to Asaf Chan. So they are hitched togeather, governs the 
Kyng, and carry business that no complayni should be made 
whereby the Kyng might be angry with Sultan Coronne.*'*' 

1 his giving of jxxt presents was lotvering the prestige of 
the Company which was being further exploited by its own ser¬ 
vants who started trading privately at the cost of the Company. 
The Company wrote strongly on the 15th March, 1610 to the 
factors at Surat ; 1 And forasmuch as we have heretofore found 
that the private trade of our fiacto^ hath beene carefully carrved 
for their owne Lucar and game w U| the greate neglect of u ,J 
con vertinge all the ritche and pretious thinge to their owne use 
and nothingc for the Company but papp and grosse commodities, 
and seeing theis three shipf>s in this sixt voyadge, are the begyn- 
ninge of a new aceoumpte, we have ordered that nowe and 
hencforth neither o’ 1 Generalls Merchants ffacto^ nor any other 
that we ymploye shall be pmitted any pryvate dealing© or trade 
for themselves.... 

Sir Thomas Roc obtained a JirfMan from Sultan Pamet autho¬ 
rising the English to establish a factory at Burhanpur and he 
repeated!y requested Jehangir to sign a treaty providing (a) for 
the free access of the English to all ports belonging to the Great 
Mogul and the free passage of their goods without payment of 
any duty beyond the usual customs ; for permission to buy .md 


n "The Emteu&y of Sir Thomas Rot to the Coon of the Great ’.logo! 

11 ft 15-1610:” by- William Foster (Vo), I), p. xvit. 

D Do, <io- do. 

yi 1 '*The Embassy uf Sir Thomas Roe to the Court of the Great Mogul 
f 1615-1619)1’" by WLUtaxn Foxier (Voi. I}* p* xvii [footno tv t). 

*) 4 fHie First loiter IJook of the East India Company (iGoo-sG-i^)*' by 

Brrttaood find Foster, p. 317. 
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sell freely, to rent factories, to hire boats and carts; and (b) to 
exempt them from search by custom officials. The English shall 
give the following undertakings % (a) “behave themselves peace¬ 
ably and civilly, and (b) procure rarities for the Great Mogul, 
and furnish to him upon payment with goods or “furniture of 
warr" and shall assist him against “any Enemv to the Common 
Peace.“ 

The wily Mogul was not to be trapped. He refused to sign 
the treaty for he said it was infra dig. for a great King like hint 
tu do that. He, however, issued a firman. In September 
the English got better terms. They were allowed to trade 
freely, jewels were to be admitted free of duty. No tolls were 
to h-e levied on goods passing to the port. The factors were to 
be permuted to hire any house for a factory. Permission was 
given to them to govern according to their religion and laws. 
The permission to buy or build a permanent building was, how¬ 
ever, curtly refused. 

Sir Thomas Roe during his stay in the Mogul Court gathered 
experience and he summed it up in two rules for the benefit of the 
factors at Suraf in Ins letter to them from Mandoa. 29th Septem¬ 
ber, (6r7. He writes, ......two general rules I gather 

tt> observe at Court and ill all factories : to make such bargains 
as may be recovered hv the ordinary course in such cases and 

to deal with merchants or men of honour . Next, that 

such goods as are fit for Court, to deliver a bill of at the ship's 
arrival, to know his pleasure, and such only to send to him, and 
freely to bring them before him." 1 * 

Up to 1620 the English export trade from Surat was chiefly 
made up rtf indigo and miscellaneous goods, Between 1620 
and 1630 Calico developed. The following Invoke of the “Royal 
Anne" which left Surat in February with a cargo valued at 
720,000 Mahmildis (equal to 2,88,000 rupees at 2/5 a rupee) 
illustrates the export of the season 1618-16:9 : 

"Indian' Sarkk*} MuhmuJit £51,000 

f Bmjhi 27«,"Ou 

CUIt* . . * . , 

Fanff Colton guocb and uiniries . 

Gamine 

Stalin* Wm ....... 

Turmeric ......... 

hfoinu* Sumer and UjicttHnnxii .... 

_ 780,000 

i> ' Letters Received by the Hast Indie Company Ftool its Servants in 
Use Ea*t Voi, VI (1617)”, p. 305, 

ei* 
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77,000 

:,boo 

a.ooo 

200 

iso 

1,750 
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together with some indigo-dust, not valued, and some foreign 
goods captured from the Portuguese,"^ 

Till the end of Jehangir's reign the English, trade was con¬ 
fined to the West Coast. The annual export in English ves¬ 
sels from India to Europe was (about 1610) from the West 
Coast lakhs of rupees, from the East Coast anti Bengal 

nit, (about 1628) from the West Coast 6 fafefrs of rupees and 
from the East Coast and Bengal nil. The East coast was 
tapped by the English in the reign of Shah Jahan. 
and (0 Govern in enf Interference in and Monopolies of Trade. 

Examples of government interference by way of issuing 
firmans and allowing considerable latitude to the officials to 
tyrannize and appropriate the commodiiies of others without 
rhyme or reason have already been given, Sir T homas Roe, 
writing to (he Governor of Surat on 12th October 1615, says, 
"First, contrary to the articles confirmed by the Great Mogul 
the English goods are taken by violence, the- merchants reviled, 
their servants beaten, their money taken away by peons and 
some of their cloths stolen in the Custom house, ami nothing 
suffered to be landed but such things as may please the humour 
o' the Governor." ■ 1 

The situation was further aggravated by the Emperor him¬ 
self, hif^muther, his favourite wife Nur Jehan, and his son Prince 
Khurram and others trading on their own account, 
iitsfnwres of ihc Emperor's Tmding. 

WillUm Hawkins writes, ‘Likewise lie (Jdungir) cannot 
abide that any man should have any precious stone of value, for 
it is death if he knew it not at that present time, and that he 

hath the refusal! thereof.. ... .. By this means the King 

hath ingrossed all fairs stones, that no man can buy from five 
carats upwards without his leave; for he hath the refusall nf all, 
and giveth not by a third part so much as their value. 

Sir Thomas Roe writing to Sir Thomas Smythe on 16th 
January 1616 (17) says .the King suffers the money¬ 

changers to let fall his coin one-fourth and others raise their 
goods up to it.... _ 

Sj ‘The English Factories in Indin (t&iS-ibaiby William t'<wier, 

D, 6 J* 

H) **letters Received by the Enst India Company From h& Struts 
in the East {i6i $}" VoL tlf, p, iSi. 

3 ) "Early Travels in )ndi;j (t583^1 6ig) M by FoWftr* pp. cu^iia* 

*> "Letters Received by the EAst India Company Fmiti Servants 
in the Ease ibij" (V r oL V}> p. 333. 
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(He thus Kikes from the money-changers what he pleases.) 

instance* of the Emperor's Mother $ Trading . 

William Finch says, “The Emperor’s mother, or others act¬ 
ing under her protection, carried on extensive trailing operations, 
and at this time a vessel belonging to her was being laden (with 
indigo) for a voyage to Mokha. "0 

John Jourdain (1608-1617) writes in the Journal that Khwa- 
ja AhuM-Hasan “...alledginge unto him (Captain Haw¬ 

kins) that hee had sent to Biana to buve the indieo out of the 
Queenes Mothers hand, her factor havinge made price for Itt... 

..■*« Extensive trading operations were carried on by 

1 'Queenes Mothers,'' 

Instances of Nut Jelutns Trading. 

Nut Jehan dabbled in indigo and embroidered doth trade. 
She sometimes quarrelled with the English and sometimes was 
friendly with them. Her chief agent was her brother Asaf- 
khan. "The one and twentieth at this instant, came unto me 
from Asaph Chan, a servant, in the name of Nonnahal, that 
shee had mowed the Prince for another firman, and that shee 
had obtained it, and was readie to send down her servant with 
that, to see and take order for our good establishment, that shoe 
would see that wee should not bee wronged."^ 

This favour she did to the English because her goods could 
not go out of India on account of the great tension between the 
Portuguese and the Moguls. She was anxious to send her 
goods out on English ships. 

Instances of Prince K hurra m’s trading are very many, t he 
reservation of the Red Sea trade for Indians was primarily meant 
to develop his private trading with Mocha and Persia. His anti- 
English attitude was mostly the result of the English destroying 

his monopoly....'*.. the English had in 1618 swept the 

markets bare (of calicoes) with the result that the officials res¬ 
ponsible for lading the Prince’s junk for the Red Sea had been 
forced to fill her with tobacco. 


l) “Early Travels in India (1583-1619)’' by Foster, p 133. 
s> “The Journal of John Jourdain” by Haklnyat Society, pp. i£S*i 5 & 
3) "Travels in India in the XVI! Century” by Kir Thomas Roc and Dr, 
Julio lMjyer 3 144. 

t) "Tin: English Factories in India (1618-1631)” by William Foster, 

p. XV. 
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\V<r dose this subject by giv ing an instance of the perverse 
mentality of a Judge Abdel Hassan* who, while deciding Bow- 
can's case in 1610 laid down "that it was not justice to pay 
debts to Christians." 1 ) 1 


APPENDIX —A, 

Weights and measures in Akbar's and Jehangir's time. 

Pre-Akbar maund was equivalent to 28 lb. (avoir). 

Akbar's maund was equivalent to 55 1 lb. (avoir). 

Forty of his maund* would therefore be equal to a loii. as 
against 27 maunds of to-day. Akbar's seer was of the weight 
of 39 dams. 

Generally, near the Mogul capital the maund was equivalent 
to 56 lb and elsewhere 30 lb. Akbar's maund of 40 seers 
weighed 38s, 275 grains. 

As Jehangir raised weights, measures, and mins 20 per cent, 
above his father's standards, his seer was equivalent to 36 dams. 
In South India the weight was a Candy equivalent to 500 lb. 
(avoir). The Behar was the Arab unit and was equivalent to 
130 lb. (avoir). The ga: (Indian yard) in Akbar's time was of 
two kinds : one Jfuftt gaz equals 3of inches and the other 
dflwri gaz equals 34 inches approximately. 100 Akbtm 
gaz were equal to 120 of ells ( Holland measure). The /efian- 
giri gtur was 20 per cent, higher. It was of 40 inches (in 
Patna it was of 41 inches). 

Weights and measures on the Western Coast were smaller 
than in Hindustan. 1 'The Gujarat gaz^ is eight per cent, short¬ 
er than a Holland elf, and a set weighs only j8 pice or \ lb. 
(Holland)24 picc weighing 1 pound..,,.,, ."*> 


It “Early I ravels in India (1563-1619)" by Foster, p. 147 
s? "The Remonsrrfliitit' of Francisco Pelsaert" translated by Moreland 
and Gey I, p. 4a, 

"Tlie Gujarat measure for coiton cloth is usually called 'covad-..- .. 

.j it was rather less than } yd, The figure given. 8 per cent,, 

seems somewhat too high... . The difference between an til and a 
covad was* ! think, nearer one inch than two.” 

3} In order to convert Holland pound", into avoirdupois raise them by 9 
per cent. 

*> "The Remon it ramie of Francisco Pelsaert*' translated by Moreland 
and GejI.. p, +r- 
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Covad was a fluctuating measure. For cotton goods it was 
equal to 26 inches and for woollens 35 inches and so on. 

Akbar's Cow (Mite) was equal to 5000 gaz. 

The Tun was the ship measurement in Akbar’s time. I he 
tun of wine (two butts) was equal to 40.3 cubic feet, adding the 
size of the casks and the loss due to irregular shape, it equalled 
60 cubic feet. 


CHAPTER V. 


CONCLUSION. 

jebangir was a gav monarch who in the pursuit of sensual 
pleasure uut-Babured Babur, his great grand-father. Here the 
comparison between Babur and Jehangir ends. 

Babur by his strong arm ami dare-devil temperament carved 
a big slice out of India for himself and his descendants. Jehangir 
enjoyed it because of the rich legacy left by his father Akbar 
which was preserved in tact by the wise tactics of Nut jehan and 
the strong policy of Prince Khurram. 

jehangir's acquisition, however, lay in another direction. The 
most memorable incident in the reign of Jehangir was the con¬ 
quest of Nur Jehan, who, in her defeat, triumphed over her 
conqueror. 

Jehangir was a problem to Akbar. He could never control 
his licentious habits and he felt aggrieved by Baba s (Jehaitgir's) 
delight in torturing others. Later on. jehangir was obsessed 
with the idea of hoarding and collecting novelties. He piled 
up big treasures, and Hawkins gives an account nf them which 
is quoted in Purrhas, l, p. 217 ; 


GOLD 

a) Jn (it ! Eta is StTBjjlaft Eeberi 00 bkn at ipp e*rb = 

6 > Of another «rrte of Cnjnc iff 1000 B*. <mch 

c) Of timjtbtr nf Cofpe of JOfl H*- eaeb 

10,00$ pa trees 

dj Of REioibcr nor!* of of SO 

<10.000 pieces,™ 

Of ftiiErtlicr unrlr of gold of 10 

S4 f W 30 pieces,™ 

/) Of (mother sortt of fold al Z mirths 

M,DOO p\ rert,™ 
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SILVER 


aj Akbftti nipee* IS Kror — 

b J ^Cuvnsr i>f S^lfcfu Sbab, this king" of 100 JtiArAj, 

iO.UOfl pieces * 3 

cj ff Coync of Srlitu ishMh + this king ' 1 of 50 U& 

IpOOiMHI piec^,= 

iff * ^ Coyne of Selim Shah* fhii kiri£ "f ^0 
f J f*Ctfjnc of Selim Stmh P this king" of *0 WoA*, 

piCiYK| 

j i -i Coyne of Selim Sliab* this kinjr' of to (WuA i, 

plecci,- 

£ Ji Coynr nf Sr Inn £hnli T tbii bint” of * fo/nAf* 

^i.iwcj piece*,— 

A J Of a certain money that 4 s r*lkd &itoj (Sautty) 
which is u fofo | (ij): of these there are 

pie^ t -T 

i J Of IttRoriti' whereof 5 make 6 tok^* there 


R trptci 
|S,OO k ti0 l H0 




AO,UO.OO<1 


W.Uti.tiUti 


b.mu'OO 

£ H u*/wo 


1^5,000 


V0 + fX* 


More should have t^n coined nf this 

slampe. hot the eontrarj uyb» emnpounfled— 1 USu^mjo 

Whole Total" 

£ 

This is only a list of the money in cash Jehangir left behind. 
Add to it the priceless jewels and stones, the costly novelties, 
rich trappings and ornaments, horses, elephants, chinas, 
and costly articles too innumerable to enumerate, and we reach 
a figure which staggers the brain. Alt of this was wrong from 
the starving peasants who toiled and sweated so that the Great 
Mogul might increase his pile 1 

Jehangir loved to see His property growing. He adopted 
various unkinglv tactics to wring money from others, and the 
pleasure that he derived from his wealth was akin to the pleasure 
of a miser who simply loves to hear the chink of tnonev. Says 
Hawkins. “Also his (Jehangir's) custome is that of all sorts of 
treasure excepting coine, to say, of all sorts of beasts, and all 
other things of value, a small quantitie is daily brought before 
him, All things are severally divided into three hundred and 

It "Revenue Resources <<t »bc Maglial Empire” by Edward Tlwmas, 


P- *4- 
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sixtie parts ; so tKat hee daily seeth a certaine number, to say, 
of ds plum is, horses, camels, dromedaries, movies, oxen and all 
other ; as also a certaine quantitie of jewels, and so ii continueth 
all die yejire long; for what U brought him to-day is not scene 
againe till that day twelve month." 11 

jehangir was a vain man. He had neither the grace nor the 
grave bearing of his father. After his conquest of Kangra Fort 
he rewarded handsomely one of his courtiers (and not any of 
liis military officers or soldiers) for composing a poem in honour 
of the event : 

‘ 'World-gripper. world -g i ver, worl d -hot>. I er, wo rid -king, 
With the sword of Ghad 91 -ship he conquered this fort. 
Wisdom spoke the date 'The Jehangir Fortune opened 
this fort. 1 

Jehangir was very susceptible to flattery, which is why he 
did not like Sir I homas Roe’s unbending attitude. Sir Thomas 
Roe himself contrasts his behaviour with that of the Persian 
ambassador who, after giving costly presents to the King, rubbed 
Ills forehead on the floor. He humorously writes about the 
Persian ambassador as follows : "When all was delivered for 
that day hee prostrated himseife on the ground, and knocked 
with his head as if he would enter in.” 4 * * 

Jehangir, however, got on very well with his boon-companion 
Hawkins who probably could out-drink him. He gives this pen- 
portrait of Jehangir ; ' 1 Now here I meane to speak* a little of his 
manners, and customes in the Court, First, in the morning 
about the break* of day, he is at his Beatles, with his face turn¬ 
ed to the westward (towards Kaaha. Mnhomedans sacred 
place of worship in Arabia). The manner of his praying when 
lie is in Agra, is in a private faire roome, upon i goodly jet 
stone, having onely a Persian lamb-ski one under him having 
rtlso some eight, chained of beades, every one of them containing 
foure hundred. The Beatles ure of rich Pearle, baliacc Rubyes, 
Diamonds, Rubyes, Emeralds, Lignum Aloes, Eshem, ami 
Corall At the upper-end of this Jet stone, the Pictures of 
Our Lady and Christ are placed, graven in stone : So he tur- 

l> "Early Travels in India (1583-16191'' by Foster, p. 105. 

*j Ghusi means the Defender of Faith, Later on it came to mean ‘the 
destroyer of infidel ft.’ 

HI " J ujuk-i-JaiLiLagir’’ by Rogers and Beveridge (VoL II), p. 117. 

*1 "The Embassy of Sir Thomas Roe to the Court of the Great Mogul 
1 1615-16jr*j" by William Foster (Part II), p. 300. 
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neih over his Beades* and saith three thousand two hundred 
words, according to the number of his Beades, and then his 
Prayer is ended. After he hath done, he sheweth himselfe to 
the people. receiving their Satanis, or good morrowes, unto 
whom multitudes resort every morning for this purpose. This 
done, hee sleepelh two hours more, and then dineth. and pas- 
seth his time with his women, and at noone he s-heweth himselfe 
to die people again*?, sitting till three of the docke. viewing 
and seeing his Pastimes anti sports made by men and fighting 
of many sorts of beast* every day sundry kinds of Pastimes. 
Then at three of the clocks, all the Nollies in gene rail (that be 
in Agra and are well) resort unto the Court, rhe King coming 
forth in audience, sitting in his Seat-Roy all, and every man 
standing in his degree before him, hts chiefest sort of Nobles 
standing within a red Rayht, and the rest without. They are 
all placed by his Lieutenant Generali. This red Rayle, is three 
steppes higher than the place where the rest stand : and with¬ 
in this red Rayle 1 was placed, amongst the ch infest of ail, The 
rest are placed by officers, and they likewise he within another 
very spacious place rayled 1 and without that Ray!e, stand all 
sorts of horsemen and souldiers, that belong unto his Laptaines, 
and all other cotnmers, At these Rayles, there are many 
doores kept by many Porters, who have white rods to keep 
men in order. In the mid Jest of the place, right before the 
King, standeth one of his Sheriffes, together with his Master 
Hangman, who is accompanied with forty hangmen, wearing 
on their heads a certain quilted cap, different from all others, 
with an Hatchet on their shoulders; and others with all sorts 
of Whips, being there, readie to doe what the King command¬ 
ed!. The King heareth all causes in this place, unit stayer h 
some two boures every day (these Kings of l nJia sit daily in 
Justice every day, and on the Tuesdayes doe their executions). 
Then he departed) towards his private place of Prayer - his 
Prayer being ended, foure or five sorts of very well dressed and 
roasted meats are brought him, of which as hee pleaseth, he 
eateth a bit to 'stay his stornaeke, ’ drinking one of his strong 
drinke Then he cometh forth into a private roome, where none 
can come, hut such as himselfe nominated! (for two yeans to¬ 
gether ! was one of his attendants here), In this (dace He 
drinkech five other cupfuls, which is the jwrrion that the Phy¬ 
sicians aiot him, This done, he eateth opium, and then he 
ariseth, and being in the height of his drilike, he layeth downe 
to sleeps, every man departing to his- owne home. And after 
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lie hath slept two houres, they awake him, and bring his supper 
to him, at which time he is not able to feed himselfe ; but it is 
thrust into his mouth by others, and this is about one of the 
clockc : anti then he sleejjeth the rest of the night/ 11 

Pelsaert says, "Everyone leaves when the last cup has been 
drunk, and the King goes to bed. As soon as all the men have 
left, the Queen comes with the female slaves, and they undress 
him, chafing and fondling him as if he were a little child ; for 
Ilia three cups (or five cups?) have made him so 'happy' that 
he is more disposed t<s rest than to keep awake. ! his is the 
time when his wife, who knows so well how to manage him that 
she obtains whatever she asks for or desires, gets always 'yes', 
and hardly ever *no’ in reply."’ 1 

Such was Jehangir in whose hands was placed the destiny of 
millions of men in his Empire I Was it any wonder, then, that 
the people of his Empire were groaning under the weight pF 
hardships due to the trade of the Empire passing into the hands 
of rhe foreigners on account of the utter irresponsibility and 
great corruption of 'those in power*? _ 

The Crown of the Empire* was verily a plaything lor Nur 

Jehan!!! 
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CHAPTER l 

THE ORGANISATION OF THE EMPIRE. 

SHAH JAHAN (i6 *8 -tGs& A.D.j. 




(a) General. 

Sir Thomas Roe in the time of Jfehangir wrote about Shaft 
Jahan as being 'ilaltered by same, envied by others, loved by 
none. 1 his description of Shah J Ethan was not true after he 
ascended the throne. He proved to be a strong ruler. Not 
only did he maintain peace throughout his Empire but he extend¬ 
ed the boundaries of the Empire as well. Tavernier writes of 
the rule of Shah Jahan as “that of a father over las children . 11 
He testifies to the firm administration of justice and the univer¬ 
sal sense of security. 

But it cannot be denied that Shah Jahan discriminated between 
his children of different religions. He was pro-moslem and wap. 
much biassed against Hindus and Christians. He was very in¬ 
tolerant though he professed orthodox Sunnism. His wife 
Arjumand Banu (Mumtaz-i-Mahall, “the lady of the Tap) 
urged upon him a large scale persecution of the Hindus. But 
Shah Jahan knew' the danger of feminine intervention in Politics. 
He was aware of the tutelage of his father under Nur Jahan and 
though he loved Mumtaz much, yet he would not allow her to 
ride rough-shod over state affairs. 

In 1632 A.D, the report concerning the destruction of temples 
<4 Hindus in Benares) gave great pleasure to Sh;ih Jahan, In 
Peter Mundy's Travels we find the incident described as follows : 
"It Lad been brought to the notice of His Majesty (Shahjehan) 
that during the late reign many idol temples had been begun, 
but remained unfinished, at Benares, the great stronghold of 
infidelity. The infidels were now desirous of completing them. 
His Majesty, the Defender of Faith, gave orders that at Bena¬ 
res, and throughout all his dominions in every place, all temples 
that had had been begun should be cast down. It was now {j 042 
A-II., 1635 A.D.) reported from the province of Allahabad that 
seventy-sbt temples had been destroyed in the district of Bena- 
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res/^BadsKahnama). The destruction of the Portuguese of 
Ha git in Ifjji was, however, not due to any anU-Chrrtttan feel¬ 
ing,'It rn a political necessity. They harassed the Indians and 
exacted from them what they liked. In the MiodaHfljmf-hd a 
of Khali Khan, we find a mention of the atrocities oi ^Portu¬ 
guese which excited the wrath oi Shah lahan. 1 h^V (the l or- 
uieuest of Hugh) vexed the Muautmans of the neighbourhood, 
and they harassed travellers, and they exerted themselves conti¬ 
nually to strengthen their settlement.■ n * exports 

which they occupied on the sea-coast, they offered no injury 
either to the property or person of either Muhammadans or Hin¬ 
dus who dwelt under their rule ; but if one uE these inhabitants 
died, leaving children of tender age p they look both the children 
and the property under Lheir charge, and, whether these t-niiig 
children were samds. or whether they were brahmans they 
made them Christians and slaves (mamluks)^ 1 

There are many instances of Shah Jahans ann-Chmttan teel- 
ings, but like a wise ruler he did not give them a tree play 
"Howe great an enemv bee (Shahjehan) is to Christianity, 
wrote the factors to the Company. The Viceroy of Ooa wrote 
of Shah lahan as "the declared enemy of the Christian mu«c. 

Aurangzeb imbibed the religious bigotry- from Ins mother 
(Muminz} and saw in it a means of strengthening his religion and 
also of enriching himself by expropriating the Hindus. Like a 
fanatic he did not know when to call a halt to his mad gallop anti 
as we shall see, he risked the Empire to satisfy the cravings of 

l l VS! lahan imparted solidarity to the Empire which was 
getting looselv .kstached as the result of Jehangir s weak reign 
Kandahar had been lost by Jehangir. Shah Jahan retook it and 
then lost it again. He made various attempts to take it once 
more but did not succeed. The loss of Kandahar was a great 
blow to him. On account o£ the Hirmnnd, Kandahar is a long 
expanse of gardens, cornfields and nurseries. It is an important 


i> Travels of Peter Mundy (1608-1667)" VeL II H. S- p. t/b 

*> ''^"mston. of India as Told by its own Historian*" by Ellin U 
imd Dawsin (VqI. VII}. ji. m* 

3 ) -The English Factories in India (1%4-^H" by William Foster. 

+1 "The English Factories India (1634-1636)" by William Foster, 
p. 341 (K. No. i>, p. 24«- 
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centre for tram-Indian routes to Persia or Central Asia* More¬ 
over, its inclusion in die Empire was necessary for the safety of 
Kabul. It was an important gateway of Commerce in the 
XV 11 th Century. In 1615, Richard Steel stressed the import¬ 
ance of Kandahar. He wrote that fourteen thousand laden ca¬ 
mels annually passed this route for Persia. 

Bengal was incorporated in the Empire by Akbar, but in 
the reign of jehangir Maghs. the pirates of Chiugaon, depended 
solely on looting Bengal. The Maghs paid half of their loot 
to the King of Arracan who lent them his support. They used 
to run up to Dacca either by the naffair which leaves the Brah¬ 
maputra. passes by Khiztrpur, ami joins the r.'rdlufi of Dacca 
or via faurapur 3nd Bikrampur, Shah Jahati took immediate 
steps to bring their power to an end. He restored peace and 
order in Bengal. 

His daily routine gives an insight into his policy of adminis¬ 
tration ; 

A . 11 . 

1 '4 o Wakes .......... Prayer .......... Reading. 

6 45 Appears at Darstmn window—elephant combats—re¬ 
view of cavalry . 

j 40 Public Durbar (Dftctm-i-zfw). 

9 40 Private Audience (£hVa«-i-KJrajf). 

It 40 Secret Consultation in the Shall Burj. 

12 o In harem (meal, siesta, charity to women). 

p.tt. 

4 0 Public audience. Evening Prayer. 

6 30 Evening Assembly in the Diwan-i^khas* 

8 o Secret Council in the Shah Burj. 

8 30 In the harem — Music. 

to o Hears books read. 

10-30 to 4 a.m. Sleeps." 1 * 

Later on, Shall Julian took to a life of ease and then (prob¬ 
ably) the above routine was changed. In a letter written on 
29th December, 1640 to the Company by the factors we find a 
mention of the drinking habits of the King, "Besides, this 
King begins to turne good fellow, for about three or four months 
since he wryt unto this Governor (yet privately) to provide him 
of grape wine (for so their language renders it), eyther from us 
or the Portugalts, so that we then sent him two large cases filled 
with Canary wine and Allegant, which (with Lwenty horsemen 


'•* “Studies in Mugh.il Indin" by Jadunath Sarkar. p, 3. 
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to attend them) were on men's shoulders sent towards him to 
Kish mi re. We shortly expert to hears how he likes them, and 
accordingly to he troubled with his further commands. ^ The 
index “to turtle good fellow” was the capacity for “grape 
wine’' t! ! 

During Shah Jahan's reign there was a senes of famines 
which took a heavy toll of life and property in spite of the 
Famine measures taken by him. The system of receiving pre¬ 
sents on the vernal equinox, royal birthday, royal accession, and 
on other occasions manipulate! by the late King was continued 
in full swing. Money so received was lavishly spent on building 
forts, palaces, mosques, the throne, and the Taj. Shah 
jahan's legacy to India is a rich legacy when measured from the 
architectural standpoint. He buih Jehangir s Mausoleum in 
Lahore (1630-1640) ; the Taj Mahal, Agra (1632-1654); Shah- 
jehanabad (New Delhi — 1633- 1645), the Jama Masjid, Delhi 
(1650) ; and a host of other places too numerous to mention, 
t'he celebrated Peacock Throne was constructed by the order 
of Shall jahan under the supervision of Be-badal Khan who was 
ihc superintendent of the Royal Gold Department. . We find 
a description of it in the Radshahnama of Abdu-l-Hamid Lahori 
and also in the SJwib/e#ia«tim« of Inayat Khan. From the 
latter the following description is taken : "The Nau-roz (a festi¬ 
vity among the Mohammedans) of the year 1044 fdl on the 
Id-i-fitr.' when His Majesty was to take his seat on the jewell¬ 
ed throne. This gorgeous structure, with a canopy supported 
on twelve pillars, measured three yards and * half in length, 
two yards and a half in breadth, and hve yards in height from 
the flight of steps to the overhanging dome. On His Majesty’s 
accession to the throne (1628 A.D.), he had commanded the 
eighty-six iac$ worth of gems and precious stones, and a diamond 
worth fourteen lacs which together made a crare of rupees as 
money is reckoned in Hindustan, should be used in its decora¬ 
tion. It was completed in seven years, and among the precious 
stones was a ruby worth a lac of rupees that Shah Abbas Safari 
had sent to the late Emperor, on which were inscribed the names 
of the great Timur Sahib-Kiran, etc, -* This Peacock Throne 
consumed one lac tolas of gold which was in value equivalent 


1) "The English Factories in India (1637*1641)'* by William Foster, p, 
289. 

9) "The History oi India as told by Its own Historians'’ by Elliott and 
Dawson (Vol, VII), p. 46 (loot note 1). 
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to fourteen fucs of rupees Tavernier who carefully examined 
the throne fixed the total cost at sixty million dollars! 

The Taj, aptly called "a dream in marble, designed by Ti¬ 
tans, and finished by jewellers/' took twenty-two years for its 
completion* Tavernier says that twenty thousand men con¬ 
stantly worked on it. 

The foundation ot Delhi Fort was laid on Friday the 9th 
1639 A.D. To complete the Fort nine years, three months and 
some days were required anti it cost Shah Jahan sixty incs of ru¬ 
pees over and above the forced labour that Ire employed. 
"Throughout the Imperial dominions, wherever artificers could 
be found, whether plain stone-cutter*, ornamental sculptors, 
masons, or carpenters, by the mandate worthy of implicit obedi¬ 
ence they were all collected together, and multitudes of com¬ 
mon labourers were employed in the work.'*b {Shakjeltan Noma 
of Inayat Khan). Not only were the artificers collected at Del¬ 
hi, but the transport was monopolised as well. *\♦....*.*...but 
such hath bin our misfortune that carts could not upon any 
tearmes bee acquired, by reason the King, in building of a new 
pallace at Dilly (1639-1647), 70 course from Agfa, gave con¬ 
stant employment unto all that could possibly, either by vio¬ 
lence ot otherwise, bee procured; for which wee need noe far¬ 
ther confirmation then our owne experiment, who, having 3 
parcel I of browne cloth in May last sent from Agra to bee whited 
at Brodra and Broach, after they had proceeded fifteen or twen¬ 
ty miles on the way, the goods by the King's officers were cast 
downe in the fields and the carts taken for his use ; sue that ne¬ 
cessity enforced those that had charge of them to bowse them in 
the next village, where they continued dureing the raines, and 
by dial mcanes came not unto us untill November was far 
spent /'*> 

While Shah Jahan was draining the Empire in order to build 
magnificent palaces and mosques, the foreigners (the Dutch 
and the English) were 'fixing their tentacles deep into the 
heart of the Empire. Mendelslo describing their factories at 
Surat says, "They have there their Lodges, their store-houses, 
their Presidents, their Merchants, and their Secretaries, and 


II "'Tht History of India as lold by Its own Historians” by Elliott and 
fJawson (Voi.VItJ, p. 86, 

T« "The English Factories in India (1646-1650)'" by William Foster, 
P- * 53 - 
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indeed have made it one of the most eminent Cities for Traftick 
of all the East." 

Later on, these factories proved more formidable than trie 
Houses of Pleasure called Forts which Shah Jahan was build¬ 
ing. A few words about Shah jahan’s famous tent DiTJJiuffl 
(Generous heart) will not be out of place here, it cost him 
fifty thousand rupees. When Bahadurshah ordered the 
fixing of this tent at Lahore in 1711 A.D., “Five hundred tent- 
pitchers and carpenters were employed tor one mouth in putting 
it tip, and in so doing several persons were killed.’’^ 

This tens occupied 1 4 miles in circuit. The tents of the Em¬ 
peror, his sons, and grandsons were of a red doth, csdled fctotr- 
-,vai j. a stout canvas-like cotton doth, dyed red with the root 
of the ol plant. The JFnfeil-i-Mufiiuj (Vicegerent) and Jamdat- 
id-iHtc't (Chief Minister} were allowed Patnpat; or strip™ tents, 
one ted stripe and one white stripe alternately. 

(b) Extent of the Empire and its Admmhtmiiojj. 

in <635 the King of Rijapur agreed to pay £200,000 tribute 
annually to Shah jahan, and the Nazam Shah's dominions were 
absorbed into the Moghul Empire. 

Little Tibet, of which Ali Rai, father of Abdal, was the M«*z- 

was incorporated into the Empire in 1636 A.D. Jehangir 
had wanted to take it but he could not. Shah Jahan ordered the 
Governor of Kashmir. Zalar Khan, to march against AH Rai 
who refused to surrender his country to Shah Jahan. Zaiar Khan 
marched by the route of Karcha-bark and in one month reached 
the district of Shkardu, the first place of importance In Tibet. 
The road was “like the neck of a reed, and the curve of a ta¬ 
lon.* ’ 

Ralkh and fladakshan were taken in 1643 A. LX On the 
14th July 1636, Shah Jahan appointed Aurangjscb a b the Vice¬ 
roy of the Mugal Deccan which then consisted of 

a, Khandesh or the Tapti Valley (the Satpura range in 
the North and the Sahyadri Mountains in the South); 

b, Rerar (the Mahadeo hills in the North and the Ajanta 
range in the South); 

c , TeSingana (South of Rerar and to the North of Golconda 
and d. Dmtlatabad including Ahmadnagar and other depend¬ 
encies. 

Aurangzefa followed a vigorous “forward" policy in the Dec- 
can. But the loss of Kandahar in 1648 was a great loss of 


n “The Army of iht Indian Moguls-" by WilJLaci Irvine, p. 
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prestige to Shah Jahan* in spite of his repeated efforts to retake 
tt. he could not. 

The extent and boundaries o£ the Empire are given below : 

"In length, from Lahri Bander to Silhet, close upon two 
thousand Kos Padshtihi, each kos consisting of five thousand 
cubits, and each cubit of forty-mo fingers ; and in breadth, from 
the fort of Bust to tire fort of Ausah (Orissa), about fifteen hun¬ 
dred Kos, comprising within its limits twenty-two 5uftuhs and 
four thousand, three hundred and fifty sub divisional Parganas 

___...The whole yielding a revenue of RHo Krors of tiums 

(j£2 2,aoo,ooo) ,, i> Roughly speaking, one might say that the 
.Southern limits of the Empire were fixed bv Bijapur and Gol- 
conda, the North-west by Balkh and Badakshnn, the East by 
Bengal; and the West by Surat. 

AdmtnisiraUon. As regards political affairs, the strong hand 
of Shah Jahan was visible everywhere. ‘'Having pollitickly 
wrought his owne securitie by cutting off all the bloud royall. 
w ithout leaving any butt his owns sounes that canne lay claims 
to his Crowne ; and then impovribbing his amra-m's or nobles 
by taking from them all their treasure and livings, allowing hoe 
more than will main tain e them barely in an ordinary state." - 1 

Shah Jahan gave tone"to the Government, When his father-in- 
law Asaf Khan died, it is reported that he left seventeen hr ores 
of rupees (?) in addition to his jewels, houses, horses, etc. 
{Ba d-tfuih tint ma gives only two and half krorcs in place ni seven¬ 
teen krores) Shah Jahan immediately seized it. .. 

and forced Santidas, from whom most of them (jewels) liad been 
bought, to take back the stones and refund the money he had 
received for them/' 3 ' 

Of Santidas we are told that "He was a wealthy Jaina mer¬ 
chant of Ahmedabad, and about 1638 built in the city a temple 
called Chintaman’s Temple (now known as Junta* Mantar), 
which Mandelslo describes as one of the noblest structures that 
can be seen. It is now in ruins and utterly forsaken. Santidas 
('the gTcat BanfaT was in great favour at court ; and the title of 


i> ■Revenue Resources of the Mogul Empire" by Edw.irri Tin truss, p, 
*?- 

i) "The English Factories in India { 1630*1633)" by William Foster, 
P- 3J- 

31 "The English Factories in India (1637-1641)” by William Foster, p. 
xxviL 
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A T ugiir Seth, conferred on him by the Emperor, is still borne 
bv his descendants," 11 

After Asaf Khan's death. Sa'dullah Khan the highly respected 
Waair steered the bark of Government most successfully. Sa’ 
diillah Khan was a capable and upright main and Shah Jahan’s 
reign was rendered memorable by his honest and loyal coopera¬ 
tion. Shah Jahan appointed Dara Governor of Kabul and Mul¬ 
tan. but Dara governed these countries bv deputies, for, be him- 
sell always worked as Secretary to his father. Shuja was aj> 
pointed Governor of Bengal, Aurangzeb oi the Deccan, and 
Murad A Gujarat, The magnificent splendour of Shah Jahan* s 
Court, the liberality uf his generous heart, the personal popu¬ 
larity that he enjoyed, the display of lus sons and the huge and 
beautiful buddings thaL be was constructing h- it to defy Lime—all 
these dazzled an onlimker and hid from his gaze the crumbling 
interior. 

The vast empire from Kabul to Bengal and from Kashmir 
to Rijapur was being weakened by the love of display of Shah 
jahan ;uid his sons {excluding Aurangzeb), The Mogul officials 
started extorting money in their domains and highwaymen defied 
the laws of Shah Jahan. 

In Rajputana and Gujarat large bands of robbers lurked in the 
bills and attacked caravans. "Seventy torse of Ahmcdabad 
' at a place called Burrkee Gate (Bhakri) {the Caravan) was as- 
said led by one Jnggadas, a notorious theete. with sixty horse¬ 
men in armor and two thousand foot*. 

In Lower Sind the hill tribes gave much trouble. In Guja¬ 
rat the Kolis came plundering almost to the gates of Ahmeda 
bad Shah Jahan’s Governor personally investigated the Kolis’ 
case, and how iM-ainifully he did it I ' 'Oppressing the innocent 
and deluding the pnore of their hire* ami hbi (the Governor’s) 
unheerd of tir.mii In depopulating whole to woes of miserably 
pore ]>eople, under pretence of their harbouring thieves and 
rogues (whilst those that are such may walkt untoucht at intone 
day) are grievous testimonies of hi* rigged disposition, though 
the factors themselves arc only spectators ami not sufferers." 3 * 

1164? A.D.h _ 

I' "THr English Fnctnfiv* in India (1634-16389*' by William Foster, 
p. itfi, (F. N, i) T 

- j i "The English Factories in India (1646-1650" by William Foster, 
p. if> 3 - 

3 ? “Thr English Factories in itvJii (1646.1^50]" bv William Ristrr. 
p. *37. 
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The fact is that a show of justice was maintained. While the 
oppression of the local authorities was breaking the backs of 
millions of poor people and while the venal and arbitrary Court 
Officials were draining the wealth of the country in order to 
meet the unproductive expenditure on their sensual enjoyments, 
we are told that “Notwithstanding the great area of this Cotm 
try, plaints were so few that only one day in the week, viz,. 
Wednesday, was fixed upon for the administration of justice ; 
and it was rarely even then that twenty plaintiff* could be found 
to prefer suits, the number being generally much less, " 

1 1 was not that plaints were so few hut that the terror of the offi¬ 
cials was so great that plaints were not submitted even when 
the party was grossly wronged. Such a simple fact was not in¬ 
telligible to Shah jahanl And even to-day this simple fact is 
not obvious to those who govern India in the name of Law and 
Order! A high officer on tour receives very few plaints He 
personally enquires front the people about his subordinates, A 
string of praises. He goes back to the headquarters highly 
satisfied with "the high standard of public service” maintained 
by his subordinates. He forgets that all what the people said 
to him was merely "His Master's Voice." They dare not sub¬ 
mit plaints unless they have received the officials’ assent. Such 
3 simple explanation of the fewness of plaints was lost on Shah 
jahan in 16^0 and is lost on the men of light and learning who 
hold the destiny of millions of men in the hollow of their nands 
in the year of grace 1926 I 

(c) Routes and Transport System, 

In Shah Jahan’s time the Overland routes from Multan and 
Kashmir lost their importance on account of the disturbed 
state of affairs on the Frontier. The Ittdo-Persian wars regard¬ 
ing Kandahar disturbed those trade routes anJ diverted traffic 
to Surat. The sea-trade between Surat and Gombroon bene¬ 
fited a great deal thereby and the English earned a targe amount 
of monev by carrying men ami commodities from one part to 
the other . 

The overland routes were as follows: (if Multan — Chottali 
—Pishin— Kandahar—Persia ; and (2) Kashmir—Afghanis¬ 
tan—Persia and thence across the Caspian Sea to European 
Russia, Tavernier also describes two routes of great mi port- 

D - >The History til Imlu as Told by its Own Historians," by EJliott 
and Dawson (VoL VII}. p > 7 ^ 
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ance : One from Sural—Bardoli—Nawapura—Naunpur—Fama 
— Deogaon— Daulatabad—Aura n gabad—Nander—Santapur— 
Satanagar—Golconda—and the other from Golconda—Tenant 
—Pungul—Kolhir— Beawada— N cdumulu— M asulipatam. The 
first route goes from West to South and the other links it with 
the East which was well connected with the North and West, 

These routes between Surat anti Golcpnda and Golconda to 
M asulipatam became important on account of the activities of the 
Moguls in the Deccan. 

Mandelslo, a native of Mecklenburg and educated at the Court 
of [he Duke of Holstein, describes the route which he took in 
163s to come to India : Ispahan—PersepoUs—Shiraz—Gom¬ 
broon—Surat. He describes travelling in Gujarat as unsafe 
nn account of the depredations of the Rajputs. 

The Lall Dong Pass at the beat! of the mountains in the 
Punjab was rising into prominence. One could go from Cal¬ 
cutta to Kashmir via this pass using both land and water trans¬ 
port The route can be traced as follows :—Calcutta—Sook- 
s a g a r —Berhampur (in Bengal)—Murshidabad—Rajmahal— 
Monghyr—P a t n a—Muzufferpore—Chapra—Buxar—Benares 
—A 11 a hahad—Lu ck now—Furr lick abaci—Rajnpur—M ora da bad 
—Amroha—Najeebabnd—Lall Pong— Bellaspore—Nourpour 
—jumbo—Kashmir, 

Transport System. 

The Transport System was much upset by the increased ne¬ 
farious activities of the highwaymen which have been already 
described and also by the high-handedness of the King who 
wanted the men engaged in transport service to be at his ser¬ 
vice for building activities in Delhi. "All the waggons which 
come to Surat from Agra or from other places in the Empire, 
and which return by Agra and jahtmabnd. are compelled to 
carry lime, which comes from Broach, and which, as soon as 
it is used, becomes as hard as marble (coral or shell lime}, it 
is a great source of profit to the King, who sends this lime where 
he pleases ; but, on the other hand, he takes no dues from the 

waggons.''^ 

11 became customary to engage men in the transport service 
through a headman who would be responsible for them. Wher¬ 
ever labour was hired there was their headman to answer for 
their honesty. Each man when employed gave the headman 
a rupet, j 


i> "Travels in India" by Tavernier, etliird by Ball (Vo!, J), p. S3. 
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Tavernier mentions a queer instance of the rivalry that exist¬ 
ed between caravans engaged in different trades and describes 
the part played by Shah jahan in removing their tendency to 
right. He says, "When the caravan which carries com and 
that which carries rice meet, rather than give way one to the 
other, they often engage in very sanguinary encounters, The 
Great Mogul, considering one day that these quarrels were pre¬ 
judicial to commerce and to the transport of food in his King¬ 
dom, arranged that the Chiefs of the two caravans should come 
to see him. When they had arrived, the King (Shahjehan) 
alter he had advised them for their mutual benefit to live For the 
future in harmony with each other, and not to fight any more 
when they meet, presented each of them with a lakh (£10.000), 
anil a chain of pearls." 1 * 

This was paternal government with a vengeance l 
(d) Land Pdiry.—-Shah Jahan’s reign tins disfigured by a, num¬ 
ber of famines which devastated a large area of the Empire, 
During 1630 and 1033 famines caused great loss of life and has! 
an .tdvtfr&e affect on cultivation and manufactures, The 1630 
famine reduced the land between Gujarat and Golcoiuia to one 
vast chartiel-house." "Life was offered for a loaf, but none 
would buy ; rank was to be sold for a cake, but none cared for 
it \ the ever-bounteous hand was now stretched out to beg for 
food, and the feel which had always trodden the way of content¬ 
ment walked about only in search of sustenance. For a long 
time dog’s flesh was sold for goat's flesh and the pounded bones 
of the dead were mixed with Hour and sold. When this was 
discovered, the sellers were brought to justice. Destitution at 
length reached such a pitch that men began to devour each 
other, and the flesh of a son was preferred to his love. The 
numbers of the dying caused obstructions in the roads, and every 
man whose dire sufferings did riot terminate in death and who 
retained the power to move wandered off to the towns and vil¬ 
lages of other countries. Those lands which have been famous 
for their fertility and plenty now retained no trace of productive¬ 
ness,’^* (Bad-sfjfthimwn.) 

On the Coromandel Coast the factors, wrote that "Sorely 
opprest with famine, the liveing earing up the dead, and men 


it “Travels in India” b> Tavernier, Edited by Ball (VoJ. I), p. 83, 
ii ’The History of India as Told by Its Own Historians.” by F.llioti 
and lbw«in p (VqL VII), p. J4. 
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-durst scarsly travel! in the country for fearc they should be 
kiid and eaten. , ' 1) 

The Emperor immediately opened relief measures which con¬ 
sisted of (a) the free distribution of soup and bread in chief 
centres; (b) the giving of one kifek of rupees to Bur ban pur. and 
Fifty thousand rupees to Ahinadabad : and (c) the remitting of 
revenue to the extern of seventy Lakhs of rupees. 

Shah Johan followed the same land policy as was laid down 
by Akbar, with two variations, Toe one was the extensive 
system of farming the revenues and assigning the revenues for 
various purposes. Akbar was opposed to this, but Shah Johan 
encouraged it. And the other was in the scale of remuneration 
and duties of a Krori {collector of Kror dams). 

Krori in Akbar’s time was a mere collector of Kror (ten rail- 
lion) dams, and used to get eight per cent, on his collections. In 
Sliah Jahan's reign, a krori was also a janjdar and used to 
receive ten per cent, on his collection. The faujdetr was not 
only a collector of revenue, but was also vested with full p"litre 

powers. This naturally resulted in great oppression of ti.pour 

peasants. 

To Shah Jahan's credit is the construction of the following ca 
uals : (a) the Ravi Canal which was constructed at the place 
where the Ravi descends from the hills into the plains and so 
benefited Lahore ; (b) iVnJirt-t-ihfjisi (Canal of Heaven) which 
was thirty Imperial Ko$ in length. It started from Saikhm to 
the regal residence; and (c) He got extensive repairs and clean¬ 
ing done to the Firoz Shah Canal which was constructed from 
Khizmbad to SaJidun. 

and (e) Labour Availability and its Distribution, 

The quantity of labour—the usual procedure was to think of 
labour as a commodity—was much decreased on account of the 
famines which took a heavy tot! in human lives. Its distribu¬ 
tion was also much affected by the increased insecurity in travell¬ 
ing on the King’s roads. Moreover, demand for labour in¬ 
creased on account of the building mania of Shah Jahan. Stilt, 
the wages did not increase. The tit mans of the King and die 
nis'JuirtA (signed orders) of the Governors were sufficiently pow¬ 
erful to drag the labourer from his hearth and make him work 
on any wage that the great ones thought fit for him to receive. 


0 M The English Factories in India (i 6.10-163;;)" by William Foster, 

p. 
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We get some information oi the rate of wages from scattered 
information in the English Factories Records. In .163+- 
Company's peons at Surat and Abmadabad were d rawing hve 
to seven mn/mmnifty per month (equals 4 shillings and seven 
pence), tn T63& the scale ol remuneration was raised by three 
mfl/tnuufis. They were paying their fosters (i.e. Lascars) about 
double a peon's wages. The Lascars received food extra. 1 he 
factors were not satisfied with their work "for these lascars are 
very chargeable, in regard wee pay them reddy money month- 
ly three and four rial Is at eight per month besides their dyefct, 
little inferior to our owns people; and they upon the least 
disiast (although twere to save shsp[* and goods) will run away. 111 

(October 25, i6jy.) . r . 

This is the first time that we learn that the lascars diet was 
"little infer!our* 1 to the English. In 163$. the standard of liv¬ 
ing of the English must have been very low. 

This fact is corroborated by the factors at Bantam in their 
letter to Surat written on the 25th of July. 1642. They write 
“linro mI csine (twenty Guzerat Lascars), during her ‘Expedition 
Stay here, we have given the same allowance that our own people 
hiivc, being one rial of eight ami sixty pounds of rice each man 
per month, with which they I rave seemed very well pleased. ”*■' 

The difference in the cash money paid as wages was probably 
to the steamer being in port. But the important fact to be noted 

ts the lack of 'differential scale of remuneration'.... "wt have 

given the same allowance that our own people have." 


i) “The English l/actone*. in India (1641-1^5)” by William Foster. 

p. 186. 

5 ) “The English Factories in India (1637*164!)” b >’ WiHiam Ftater, 
p. 37 - 
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CHAPTER It 


CAPITAL ORGANISATION: CURRENCY 
AND ITS REGULATIONS, 

HUN DEES AND TAXATION, 


Currency and Mint. 

In Shah. Johan's time the money market was well organised. 
Hundtxs and insurance business were highly developed, Shalt 
Uihan did not interfere much with the currency of the Empire, 
for corns of other countries like Portugal, England, Holland, 
Spain circulated freely and there was the difficulty of stopping 
the operation of the ‘Gresham lav, ’ if he tampered with his coins. 
The coins of the Empire were lull-value coins made ot pure 
metal. The exchange rate of a rupee and a daiu was constantly 
fluctuating. 

Shah Jahan's reign is memorable for the mini reforms he in¬ 
troduced. He equalised conditions of minting money in Surat 
anti in Akniadabad. The following coins were in free circula¬ 
tion : 


Afoliur 
Rose Nobles 
Old Jacobuses 
Albertuaes 


COINED ©OLD 

equivalent to p shillings 

K *» ^ ,i 

•F IP 25 ,, 

COINED SILVER 
4 li 


Rupee ,, t y 

*k. {, 1 16 of a rupee also) 

Rix rlalers equivalent to 
Spanish Reefs 
Rial of Eight ff 
Ecu 

Mahmuds 


f» 

+1 


4 shillings 
4 

4 *i 
II 4 M 

1 r 4 1 P 

COINED GOITER 


and S [rence 

»t 8 tt 


>• 6 I 1 

and 7 pence 

tt *o tt 

1 - 6 Ft 

ti it 11 


PatM, i, 2, and 4 paisas. One paisa equivalent to 35 to 50 
Bada mi (bitter persian almonds) or equivalent to So coteries 
(shell) on the seaside or 50 in Agra, 



CURRENCY AND ITS REGULATIONS 

Other coins like Sol (equals 4AU.) Ducat (equals 95,^ 4tl.). 
Pagoda (equals 9s. or more. Different kinds), banaim 
(equals j;d. Different kinds) were also to be seen here and 
there. The difficulty in the money market arose out of the prac¬ 
tice of paving in old coins but receiving in new coins. The 
difference chargeable was two per cent The Shroffs, who were 
original!v money changes, acted also as bankers, making remit¬ 
tances of money and issuing letter* of Exchange. They had 
understandings with the Governors of Provinces who always 
used to issue old coins and demand payment in new coins. The 
shroffs used to charge two per cent,, of which half used to go to 
the Governor, They also used to create a favourable ratio of 
exchange for themselves between the rupee and the paisa. As 
the coins were full value coins, there was no danger of counter¬ 
feiting , Mints were also free and open mints, but it was not 
^ifip 10 give the metal for coinage direct to the mint as the officers 
of the mint knew the art of exacting money. So it was always 
desirable to give the metal for coinage through a Shroff who used 
to charge a small commission. 

In suggesting the desirability of shifting the factory from ^urnt 
to Ahmariabad, the factors laid stress on the mint advantages and 
jilso on the favourable exchange that Ahmad^bail then ^ijoy^a* 
The mint in Ahmadabnd indeed used to charge two per cent, 
more than the mint in Surat, The brassage was higher "yet com- 
mnnlv so much will be saved by the losse of exchange between 
that (Surat) and this place (Ahitiedabad), which is generally i|. 
rf t and 2 per cent." 1 ' 

The favourable exchange that Ahmadabad enjoved was due to 
the precious commodities it used to manufacture, chiefly for Agra 
and Delhi. The accounts were generally adjusted without any 
money actually passing from or to Ahmadabad. Not so was it 
with Surat which had actually to remit money because it was not 
an important manufacturing country. 

The Surat mint was open "diverse months'’ if there was any 
competition. If the Portuguese and English wanted the bullion 
turned into coins, then (lays would be reserved for each nation. 
So there was a risk of having to wait for several days or even 
months. Even if there were no competition, the Mint would not 
awe more than six thousand rupees a day. This was not the 
case with the Ahmadabad Mint. This difference in the Mbit con- 


D “The English Factories in Imlia (1634* 16361" by William Foster, 
p. 218, 
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ditions lasted till i6^S when "by speciall command from the King 
(Shahjeharc) the mint of Suratt is made equal to that of Ahmeda- 
bad ami so the charge is increased seven per milk. 

The batta (lit. means discount) between the Mahmudi and the 
Rupee was 13 to r4 per cent, in 1630. 6 per cent, in (633 ami 
dropped to nothing in 1634. The high rate of discount in 1630 
was due to the famine. The JfcwjViras (carriers who carry goods 
on mules or in carts) carried food stuff from Agra to Gujarat and 
they would only sell it for Rupees and not for Alrth»utift> for T 
"XfdiinittdiV are none of the Kings Coyne, bm coyned by the 

Rajah of Mall ore. „. ...and are only current in these adjacent 

countries, not further than Brodera. "- 1 

Rials were much preferreti as they appreciated a shilling and 
moreover there was no toss in melting and cutting rials as there 
was in the case of bullion. The loss in the case of bullion vised 
to come up to 1 A j>er cent. Of course, gold was much the better 
of the two, viz., Rials and bullion silver. 

The rate of interest in England in about 1655 was four per 
cent., while in India it was seven and a half to nine per cent., 
though once (1648) the English had to borrow at eighteen per 
cent The English had a good friend in Virjee Vora who ’‘Would 
advance them money at a low rate of interest : "" V erge Vora hath 
of his owtie accord offered, even in the chiefest brunt of those 
hroyles, two hundred thousand rupees to supply our occasions,’’ 3 ' 

The highest tribute Jus been paid to Virjee Yarn's business 
capacity by the English in the following lines 1 "1 he potency of 
Virgee Vora (who hath bene the usual I merchant, anil is now be¬ 
come the sole monopolist of all European Commodities) is ob¬ 
served to beare such sway amongst the i rife hour merchants of this 
towne that when they would oftentymes luiy (and give greater 
[irices) they are still r estrayned, not dareing to betray their intents 
to his knowledge and their owns sufferance, insomuch that the 
tyme and price is still in his will and at his own ri#Sposufe. M *> 


>1 “The English Factories in India {1637-16411” by William Foster, 

p. *q. 

sj *'T|tt; English Factories in India (16 54-1636) 1 by William Foster, 

P- Mg. 

3 i " T hr Engliib Factories in India (1634-1636)” by William Foster, 
P lift. 

4 ) M Thc English Faururu^ in India (16^.5-163ft} 1 by William Foster, 
p . 24, 
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flfadees and Itrfimirocc BustWss. 

]-Jur.dees were generally met at Sural hi two months after date 
bv fiaybg a high rate of exchange. 

‘ 'At Lahore on Surat the Exchange goes up to 6 £ per cent. 

At Agra from 4} to 5 P er cent - 

Ai Ahmedabad from 1 to l 4 per cent. 

Ai Sironj to 3 per cent. 

At Burhanpur from si to 3 per cent. 

At Dacca to jo per cent. 

At Patna from 7 to 3 [><?r cent. 

At Benares to 6 per cent. . 

At these three last places (i.e. Dacca, f atna. and LenaresT 
thee give onlv letters of Exchange or Agra, and at Agra they 
give others on Surat, the whole only amounting to the sum 
I have staled. 

At Goleonda from 4 to 5 per cent. 

And on Goa. the same. 

At Deccan to 3 per cent. 

At Bijapur to 3 tier cent. 

’At Daularabad from J 10 1 4 percent. » 

“Besides, it is not to be wondered at that the exchange i s so 
high, for those who lend the money run. for their part, the risk 
that if (he goods are stolen the money is lost to them.’ ■' 

For Mocha and Basra the exchange ranges from 22 to 24 per 
cent, and from 16 to 20 per cent, for Hormuz. The Jokham 
(risk), it must be admitted, was very great and the rate conse¬ 
quently had to be forced up. The general tendency, however, 
was to draw bills at forty* aod forty-one days sijjjht bjkJ the ex- 
change was (| per cent, to 2 per cent, in favour of Agra. 

We have seen that exchange rates also included insurance 
rates, that is to say, the hills were not Dar.tfcan( or Miti but jo- 
ijinmi. In Masuiipauun, however, no man dealt in Exchange 
anti so money must be brought over from Goleonda, ‘" 1 he 
cheapest way is to insure it, by givdnge four, somelycnes five 
per cent/*$ 

This is an instance of overland insurance. 

There is anotlier instance which is humorously called “An- 
drew’s Cochineal/* This Cochineal was sent, at his urgent re* 

n "Travels in India" by Tavernier. Edited by Ball, (Vnl. 1 ). p. 36. 

t> "Travels in India" by Tavernier. Edited by Ball, (Vol. IJ. p, 37. 

3) "Tbc Einglish Factories in India (1637-1^ 1)" by William Foster, p. 
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quest, from Surat to Agra insure - at zh per cent. Exchange 
from Surat tt> Agra in t6j8 went up from 9 to t 1 pet cent. The 
Dutch paid from 5! to £>| per cent, li may have been due to 
the unsettled condition of the Mogul Kingdom because of the 
fight for Shah Jahan's throne. 

Taxation. 

“In 1649 a new charter was given to the East India Company 
hy Shuhjehan by which the English goixls had to pay 2 per 
cent, on the prime cost or sale value of the goods at the place 
of importation." 1 ' Shah Jahan was in the habit of farming out 
revenues and those who bid the highest used to get the contract. 
There is an instance of a Governor of Surat who bid such a high 
figure for Lbc income of that port that he had let become a default¬ 
er later on. The name of the Governor was Mir Musa who 
agreed to give senventy-two lakhs of MaJtwiudit for Surat. By 
1641, he fount! himself short by thirty-one fukJu. Mir Musa 
was turned out from Surat, but he retained Cambay and Broach 
which had also been farmed out to him. Jam Quii Beg was 
appointed in his place. In order to make lam Quii Beg cut a 
sorry figure before Shah Jahan. Mir Musa halved the customs 
dues in Cambay and Broach and further ordered aii goods from 
Cambay to be moved in ships anil not by land in order to attract 
trade at the cost of Surat. 

These officers, after having got the jlower to collect the reve¬ 
nue's, used to extort money by unfair means iis much as they 
could, Maiulelsto writes on the ordeal of Custom House exami¬ 
nation by Mogul officials as follows : 

"We came ashore near the Sultan’s Palace, and went imme¬ 
diately to the Custom House to have our things searched by the 
officers there (Surat) : which is done with such exactness in this 
place, that they think it not enough to open chests and port- 
mentles, but examine people's clothes and pockets. The Sultan 
or Governor, nay the customers themselves, oblige merchants 
and passengers to part with, at the price they shall think lit to 
put upon them, those goods and Commodities which they had 

brought for their own private use.....(Sultan took from 

its a bracelet and a diamond. He returned the latter arid kept 
the former). Manddslo's Travels translated by John Davies. 
Tavernier says, “As soon as merchandise is landed at Surat it has 
to be taken to the Custom House, which adjoins the fort.... 

i| “History of Indian Tariffs ’ 1 by M. J. Shah, pp. a ft fid j. 

“India in the XVII Century” by j- N. Da.^Cupta, p 18.2. 
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Private individuals pay as much as four and live per cent, duty 
on all their goods; but as for the English Company and the 

Dutch Company they pay less....Gold and silver pay 

two per cent.” 1 ' 

But the English ami the Dutch had to present cosdy novelties 
to the King, his sons, and his powerful officials, so they were 
not in .1 better position, as the presents used to cost them a good 
deal. 

The pages of "‘The English Factories in India' 1 are full of the 
efforts made by the English to get rid of the vexatious customs 
duties and other taxes, They did succeed tn getting firmans 
from the Emperor and m is ha ns from his sons, but how far these 

were effective in practical life it is difficult to say. ‘ 1 ---.the 

King having been pleased to gratify us with his firman for re¬ 
ducing in this Custom House the rates of Abmuda (bail). Agra, 
and Brodra goods, the first from 25 to 5. the second from 40 to 
20, and the last from 12| per cent, (that they were used to exact 
more than the cost of the goods where they were brought) to 
nothing (Relating their goods for export in I644).* 19 ' 

He {Dara Shikoh) hath also been pleased to grant us severall 
rtes/ums (orders) or letters, m your favour for Thatta, that Custom 
House and country belonging unto 

Hut Thatta was no good. It was near failure on account of the 
exactions of the Mogul officials. Splller, the head of the Thatta 
factory, after investigating the upper districts of Sind in 1644, 
writes "the people are so exceedingly oppress: anti kept so miser* 
ably jKMir that, notwithstanding the soil is fertile and proper and 
would produce large quantities of good indkoes, they have nei¬ 
ther will nor means to manure and sow the ground. Thus we 
see that the Customs Houses were houses of terror. Though 
the rates were scheduled, yet the corruption of the officials and the 
ease with which the firmans or the ntsfiom could be obtained made 
Customs Duties unascer tamable items. As regards other taxes, 
the condition was the same. 

Shihabuddin Tolish complained in f 6&5 of the uncertainty of 


l) M Travels in India’" h y Tavernier. Edited by BalL {Vo 1 + 1 ). B. 

21 "Thtr English FacLori^ Eft India {*644*1645)1 -i William Foster, 

P- J1 4 - 

,- Thi s English Factories in India (164a-1645)' 1 by WiiOutt Foster* 
P- **$- 

"The English Factories in India ( 164a-*645^ '' by William Foster, 
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the raxes. " From the ffisr -.Hcupalion of India and its ports by 
rhe Muslims to rhe end of Shah Jehan’s reign, it was a rule and 
practice to exact fw,di (j 1, per cent, tax) from every trailer—from 
the rose-vendor to the day-vendor, from the weaver of fine linen 
to that of coarse cloth.' 1 

Road dues (Zakats) were also very common and coolJ not be 
suppressed. Anybody having the power to exact these dues 
would collect the same for himself ami not for the King. The 
local governors started making exorbitant demands for them¬ 
selves. They called this exaction Jagatee or Customs, 

Richard Davidge to wan Is the end of July 1650 obtained from 
the King firmans " ’granting the English freedom from road-dues, 
ordering the officials at Surat and in Sind to abstain from certain 
vexatious practices which were the subject of complaint, and 
providing for compensation to be given for the robbery of a cam- 
van between Agra and Lucknow some months before."* 1 

The copy of the Firman of 1650 is given below*. 

Copy of a firman from the Emperor Shah Jahan, dated 25 
ShflfietM in the 24th year, A.H. 1060 (i.e. 11. August, 1650). 

Folio 5. 

"Order is given to the various officials, including those having 
charge of the roads between Agra and Bengal and between Agra 
:ind Surat, either by way of B urban pur or via Ah mad a bad, that 
the English, having paid the usual custome at Surat, Broach, 
or Lahri (bandar), are not to be troubled with any further de¬ 
mands. This injunction is to be considered as perpetual. Should 
any robbery be committed, the jagirdar of the place is to use his 
best endeavours to recover the goods, paying every attention 
to the English," 3 * The Hugh factory was established in 1651 
and Prince Shuja, the Governor of Bengal, freed the English 
from payment of all customs or dues in 1653, A special tax 
called the Chukil-Yak (a levy of H per cent.) for Tat rah used to 
oppress other traders. By ihe tttshan of Data Shikoh, the 
English got exemption from the same. 


1) "Tin' Moghul Admininiratinn* 1 by jadunath Sarkar p. 6v 
-. J i ''The English Fa^fnrin', in India (1646-1650)'' by William Foster, 
p. xxm. 

HJ "The Koglish Facioric* in India (1655-tfiCoi" by Willtim Fritter, 
pp. 414-41 5 - 









CHAPTER III. 

MANUFACTURES-RAW MATERIALS 
AND THEIR UTILISATION, 

In Shall JaharTs reign the saltpetre and opium trade developed 
very greatly, 1 he exportation ot doth ivas checked and in its 
place arose a great demand for yams. The manufacturers in 
England dem;inded yarns and not the manufactured cotton goods. 
Trade in indigo was very slack. 

The shawl industiy of Kashmir and the Punjab, the carpet 
industry of Agra and Amritsar, the Kimkh-Mub (cotton and silk 
doth interlaced ivith gold and silver threads) and other embroid- 
try works of Ahmadahad, the cotton goods of Bengal, and the 
manufacture of porcelains, the carving in ivory and inlaid metal 
vessels reached their zenith in the reign of fihah Jahan. 

indigo .—lire trade in indigo suffered from three causes * (a) 
accidents of seo&ou. 1 he disastrous Gujarat Famine of 1630', 
the excessive Biana rains of 16m and r640 which turned indigo 
fields into floating ponds; and the complete destruction of the 
crops in 1635 1646 by locusts—all these so killed the indus¬ 

try' that it never revived afterwards. 

(b) Interference by the Authorities, In t6iS the Governor 
of Ahmadabad wanted a bribe of one lakh o( rupees in order 
to allow free trade in the commodity. In 1633 Shah Jahan made 
it a royal monopoly just as the Shah of Persia had the royal 
monopoly of silk in Persia, In the autumn of 163} "a royal 
edict confining the sale of indigo throughout the Mogul domini¬ 
ons for three years to a Hindu named Manohar Das, who was to 
be assisted by a loan from the royal treasure, which was to share 
ill any profit that might result. The Dutch and English protest¬ 
ed strongly, but without result, for behind the Hindu merchant 
Stood an influential noble. Mir jtimla.'’h 

To break tit is monopoly a solemn engagement was entered into 
at Surat an 19th November, 1633 by the Dutch and the English 
to the effect that no party should purchase indigo for one year 
save at their prices and that any purchase of indigo should lie a 

11 "The English Factor !-a in India (1630-1633)’* |>y William Foster, 
pp- mit-iuv. 
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sort of a joint venture. And, further, the Dutch and the English 
solemnly pledged themselves not to accept indigo as freight. 

This combination between Lhe Dutch and the English compell¬ 
ed Shah Jahan to dissolve his partnership with Manchar Das and 
Mir Jumla on j 4th April, 1635. 

The English made an attempt to develop the indigo trade 
in Thatta (Sind) and were successful in securing a msliun in ^>44 
from Data Shikoh who was then the Governor in charge of That¬ 
ta. Spiller. the man in charge of the Thatta Factory, wrote 
to Surat, ' He (Data Shikoh) hath also been pleased to grant us 
several! (orders) nr letters in your favour for Tutthst. 

that Custom House and country belonging unto him- , *» But 
this mstaii was noL effective as the Government in Thatta. was 
so oppressive that the cultivators refused to grow the crop 
because they did not know who would reap tire harvest. 

And (c) Adulteration was so great that the purchaser did not 
know the amount of sand he was purchasing. Every kind of 
mal-practice grew up, and the Governor of Ahmadabad passed 
emergency* measures to check them hut without any avail. Capi¬ 
tal punish men? was indicted in 1 few cases where adulteration 
was proved, hut the evil was beyond control. 

\ r ature and the Moguls both conspired to kill the industry 
which did not thrive again. 

Saltpetre .—Saltpetre was in great demand. It was required 
by the foreigners for the manufacture of gunpowder. Shergarh 
near Agra, Thatta, Patna, Ahmadabad were important saltpetre 
producing centres. Up to 1650 the trade was moderate but the 
establishment of the Dutch ami the English Factories a! Patna 
gave this trade a great impetus. Patna became its most import¬ 
ant centre. 

Here also we see the same rapacity of the Mogul officials, 
and the same greed of the King to force the trade in saltpetre 
into channels which would flow towards the Imperial Treasury, 
as we saw in the case of indigo. 1 ‘This com modi tie (saltpetre) 
hath this yeare cost us much trouble, being prohibited transporta¬ 
tion by order from the King, upon false information from this 
Govern our against ours anil the Dutches proceeds in Masulipa- 
tam but especially theirs. Both hath suffered equal) discontents ; 
though lets iycense (as are all nthcr graunts) first given to us. 
Some bribes and extraordinary expence itt hath cost to wnrke 


o “1 hr Engh>h tmaorie* in India ^^16451 -1 by William Foster, 
p. 315 - 
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it is release, and more wee doubt itt will require to regain e our 
former freedom e for buying that comodite* *"^ 

After they got rid o| this transportation difficulty by bribing, 
the trade in saltpetre developed, A few years elapsed and a new 

difficulty was raised. *'..the begetters (the supplier) being 

extreamJy troubled by the King's officers, who forbid boyling 
(saltpetre) for any but the Kings either (those producing for the 
King); yet, by corrupting with small bribes, we should finde 
little difficulty in procuring it, were the time of the years litt 
for the action.' 

Then comes the climax. "The King hath made it his owns 
commodity ; who hath lying ready in Ahmada (Vad) 10,000 
double maunds, once refined, very full of salt, ami (tis report’d) 
cost him rupees the maund. Soe long as any of this pared! 
lies unsold, wee shall not bee suffered to buy in this Kingdoms, 
nor gather in what is due unto you from the peetermen. f ’ 5> 

The system it appears was that anyone had perfect liberty to 
develop any new trade, but, when once it started expanding, the 
Mogul officials would take a big slice out of the profits. Later 
on, the King would enter the field by swallowing up those who 
were in the trade and by preventing others who would like to 
work up the industry. 

Yrtrn.“The factors during Shah Jahan's reign received letters 
from the Company to decrease investment in doth and to increase 
the purchase of yam.The quality of doth produced in India had 
much deteriorated and ihey (the Company Directors} wanted to 
encourage weaving in their own country. So the demand for 
yam went up. The price of finer qualities of yam was re to 14 
pence per ll>,, one hundred bales being exported by Surat on 
29th November 1641. 

Opium .—Opium was much in demand both in India anti for 
export purpose. In India, the Rajputs and the Moguls used to 
eat it, and it was also required for medicinal purposes. Foreigners 
exported it to their countries, for it was much used in the manu¬ 
facture ol medicines. I he following note about opium may he 
found useful : "Opium, which in Europe is one of our most valu- 





U tJ Thi English Factories in India (1630*163-51’' by William Foster, 
p.aj, 

*VThe English Factories in Indio (1646-1660}“* b> William Foster, 
pp, ui-ia. 

:p Tin English F^iurits in India (1635-1660)" b} William Footer, 
P- *5- 
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able medicines, hut which in China feeds a depraved taste, is 
manufactured from the juice of the white poppv, a small quantity 
of which is grown in Turkey and Persia, and also in China, buL 

it is cultivated to die greatest extent in India.-.The process 

of cultivation and manufacture may be shortly described. The 
finest soil is required for the plant. The seed is sown in Novem¬ 
ber, 1 he preparation of the ground, and the subsequent weed¬ 
ing and watering, require much attention. The time for collect¬ 
ing the juice is in February and March. The poppy heads are 
then cut or scratched with a sharp instrument, and a milky juice 
exudes, which heroines brown in colour and chick In consistency 
by exposure to the sun and air, and is carefully collected by the 

farmer and his family. This is the cnjtle opium_... The prin - 

eipal districts m which the poppy is grown are Patna, Benares, 
Behar. and Malwa, from whicn the different kinds of drug derive 
their names. "H 

The raw and finished materials of Bengal* * were much in de¬ 
mand in Agra and on the West. Its sugar, rice, cotton goods, 
silk, and lac were much in demand. 

Cotton Goods. —Peter Mundy points out that there were vari¬ 
ous restrictions imposed on the manufacture and sale of cotton 
goods. 1 his was not so simple as it would at first sight appear. 
"Firstly, the bleaching was a serious matter, involving a delay 
of some three months, and with it were connected various 
charges. The actual cost of bleaching; is stated to have been 
Rs. 2I to Rs. 3! per score of pieces, besides the cost of clean¬ 
ing materials, which means that it was i annas to 3 annas the 
piece (equals 14^ yards long). There was an allowance of 
35 per cent, to the vendor ; that is, the score meant 16 not 20 or, 
to put it in another way, Rs. 20 counted as Rs. 25. Thirdly, 
there was the rasa, or a fragment of 10 per cent, of the total 
length of a piece cut off by the owner before putting it out to 
bleach.Next, there was a fluctuating, unsettled broker¬ 

age on the unbleached goods, while on the bleached \ per cent 
to t per cent, was chargeable as brokerage, together with a duty 
of | per cent, to 1 per cent, mure, reckoned at 5 pice the piece. 
Of this duty 2 pice went to the Governor, 2 to the broker, and i 
to the merchant." '*) 


1 ) "A JuHturv of 1 lie British Empire in India and the East" by Dr. E 
H. N'olan, (Otv. JtIJ. 

*i "The iVav'tb Peter Mundy {■608.1667?" by H. S. (Vol.ll), im. 
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Another difficulty was the fluctuation of measurement*. 

Maudelsb mentions a kind of embargo put by Shah Julian on 
the use of KimHwk manufactured in Ahmadabad. As he 
himself used to wear it. so his subjects had no right to wear the 
cloth. He, however, put no check on its export. Writing 
about 1638, MandeUJo says that M At the time of my being 
there (Ahmedabad.l, they had begun to make a new kind of stub 
of silk and cotton with flowers of gold, which was very much 
esteemed and sold at five crowne* the Eli ; hut the inhabitants 
were forbidden the wearing of it. upon this accompt, that the 
King reserved the wearing of it for his own, yet not so strictly, 
but that he permitted Foreigners to buy ot it, to be transported 
out of the Kingdom." 11 

Silk .-— ‘The sale of skein silk seems to have been a monopoly 
oi the Governor, anti it had to be bought through his agent, the 
Town Magistrate {Kotwal) in Patna.’ 1 ^ it appears that during 
Shah J atari's reign official interference in trade had reached its 
maximum. The King was busy building his Palaces and Mau¬ 
soleums* and his officials were busy killing trade by extortion. 
Kassim bazaar in Bengal was an important mart for the purchase 
of raw-silk. Patna, on account ot its central position, became 
the most important silk mart in India. The fed lowing informa¬ 
tion about cocoons and the production of silk, being of general 
importance, is given below ; 

"From 250 to 400 cocoons go to the pound. To compose an 
ounce of eggs of the largest breed of silkworms of 4-casts, it 
would require 37,440 : if each of these eggs produced a worm, 
and they all lived, from one ounce of eggs 3; 3 lbs. of cocoons 
would l*e obtained. 

"One ounce of worms consume m the— 

lbs. 


I si age 

4 >* - - - 

6 uf leaves. 

2nd 

R ■ ■ „ , , 

«** ^8 M ** 

3rd „ 

bit# ... 

* # ■ f i h m 

4th M 


* * * I80 r f * i 

5 th „ 

— 

* 09 ® M 


Total 

T, 362 lbs. of leaves from the 

hatching to the formation of the 

cocoon. 


K “Mendclsto’s Travels" by John Divio, p. 31. 
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During die life of the silk-worm there has been excrement to 
the amount of 745 lbs. S ozs,, and uneaten leaves or fragments. 
! 55 lbs, odd. 458 feet 4 inches of spun silk extracted from a 
common cocoon of 4-casts weighs one grain. A cocoon yields 
1760 feet of spun silk : the ounce of this spun silk is 264,000 
feet long. We may conclude, on an average, that the silk¬ 
worm, in forming its cocoon, draws a thread of half a mile in 
length. The full-grown worm is three inches long. After four, 
rive, or six days each moth will have laid on an average 510 eggs, 
and 68 eggs weigh one gram : 180 female moths lay 01,800 
eggs, weighing 2^ ©zs/’D 

Manufacturers of rich taffetas in Gujarat and of the famous 
Sirohi sword blades were directly encouraged by Shah J aha it, 
Hut everywhere one could see "the crumbling interior" in the 
otherwise magnificent facade of Shah Jahan’s Administration, 

The corruption of the officials mid the greed of thi? King were 
paralysing Indian trade. It never recovered its pristine plon 
after Shah Jahan's reign. 


U ”A History of dir British Empire in India and the East" bv Dr. E. 
H Nolan, (Dh. Ell), p. 4C4, 




CHAPTER IV. 


TRAD E. 

(a) General .—Shah Jaban's strong rule promoted peace but 
it did not encourage trade. On account of his being a great 
trader, people were afraid to risk new ventures for they did 
not know the firmans in store for them. 

The disastrous famines and the greed of the officials also 
crippled trade to a great extern, in the latter pan of Shah 
Jahan's reign, Mir Jumln joined the Mogul Court, and his ex¬ 
tensive trading operations were on a larger scale than those of 
the King. Prior to Mir Jumla's coming in the field, Asaf Khan 
"Whoc governs anti manadges the affaires of the whole King- 
dome'’ was the chief trader. This extensive exploitation of 
the markets bv men who were bound to protect them hit the 
growing internal trade of India. The Kandahar wars blocked 
the North-West land routes and forced trade on to the sea-mute 
from Surat to (inmbronn. Thus the English made up for their 
losses on account of the famines and the high-handedness of the 
officials. The Dutch, however, earned on their trade in the 
Hast, in the South, in Persia, in Sumatra, Macao, and Japan. 
The brightest period of the Dutch prosperity was Shah Jahan's 
reign. They seemed possessed of a large amount of cash and 
had greater communal efficiency than the other foreigners. The, 
English factors were perennially short of cash and their liusi-j 
ness was much hampered by the Company not supplying them] 
with money when they needed it. The Portuguese were faring 
badly■ They were fighting with the English and rhe Dutch 
and the I alter secured the upper hand over them. A temporary 
agreement between the English and the Portuguese in 1634 
gave the latter some respite, but the Portuguese were marked 
by Fate for failure and they could not revive their tost glory. 

The French appeared in the field in 1633 as pirates. During 
Shah Jahan's time the French were active on the sea not as 
traders but as pirates, lire formation of a rival Company call¬ 
ed the "Courteen’s Association 1 * in December 1635 under very 
powerful patronage gave the East India Company both at home 
and in India a great deal of trouble. King Charles I purchased 
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the shares of the Association, authorised it to use the royal flag 
and wrote letters on behalf of the Association to the Viceroy 
at Goa and to the Dutch authorities and ordered British sub¬ 
jects to render assistance to the men of the Association. 

Pursuant to the Directors' wish that the Company should 
procure a national interest in some town? in India to make 
the scale of trade for these parts," an attempt was marie to 
build a fort at Madraspatam during 1637-1641, The attempt 
was entirely successful, 1 he headquarters of the Coast Agency 
were shifted from Masulipatam to it. This resulted in the first 
territorial acquisition of the East India Company in India. Mad¬ 
ras became a Presidency of the Company in 1653, 

In 1657, the position of the Company was strengthened by 
reaffirming the monopoly of the Company to trade with the 
Indies and by floating a "New General Stock" of £740,000 
which was easily subscribed. The Mogul Empire in 1657 was 
in the melting pot. Data, Sliuja. Aurangueb, anil Murad were 
contesting for the throne of Hind while their father Shah laban 
was still alive 1 This great fratricidal war precipitated the rum 
of the Mogul Empire. I rade during this period was deterio¬ 
rating. for, people did not know to whom victory would go in this 
contest for the throne. Uncertainty and unstability were exact¬ 
ing a heavy coll from the national life of the country. 

(b) i rude Centres. 

Delhi ,—Delhi was the chief citv of India during Shah 
Jahan's ami Aurangtel/s reigns, feeing the Capital* of the 
Mogul Empire during Shah Jahan's reign Delhi grew up out 
of the ashes of old Delhi into a new and greater Delhi. The 
revenues of the Empire were sacrificed in order to satisfy the 
whim of Shah Jahan. The net result was the rise of Delhi at 
the cost of Agra, for in those days trade followed the King. 
Bernier writes about Delhi m 1663 (eleven years after the 
completion of Delhi) as follows r 

The city was built in the form of a crescent on the right 
bank of the Jumna, which formed its north-eastern boundary 
and was crossed by a single bridge of boats. Tlie flat sur¬ 
rounding country was then, as now, richly wooded and cul¬ 
tivated, and the city was famous for its luxuriant gardens. The 
circuit of the walls was six or seven miles ; but outside the gates 
were extensive suburbs, where the chief nobles and wealthy 
merchants had their luxurious houses ; and there also were the 
decayed and straggling remains of the older city just without 
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the walls of its supplanier, Numberless narrow streets inter¬ 
sected this wide area, and displayed every variety of budding, 
from the thatched mud and bamboo hots of the troopers and 
camp-followers, ami the day or brick houses of the smaller 
officials ,-iml merchants, to the spacious mansions of the chief 
nobles, with their courtyards and gardens, fountains and cool 
matted chambers* open to the four winds, where the afternoon 
siesta might be enjoyed during the heats. Two main streets, 
perhaps thirty paces wide and very long and straight, lined 
with covered arcades of shops, let! into the 'great royal square' 
which fronted the fortress or palace of the Emperor. This 
square was the meeting place of the citizens anti the army, and 
the scene of varied spectacles—. 

The palace within was the most magnificent building of its 
kind in the hast, and the private rooms or wn/iod alone cover 
more than twice the space of any European palace. Streets 
opened in every direction, and here and there were seen the 
merchants’ caravanserais and the great workshops where the 
artisans employed by the Emperor and the nobles plied, their 
hereditary crafts of embroidery, silver and gold smithery, gun- 
tuaking, lacqLier wprk. painting, turning, and so forth. 

"Delhi was famous for its skill tn the arts and crafts. It 
was only under royal or aristocratic patronage that the artist 
flourished ; elsewhere the artisan was at the mercy of his tem¬ 
porary employer, who paid him as he chose. The Mogul Em¬ 
perors displayed a laudable appreciation of the fine arts, which 
they employed with lavish lianas in the decoration of their palac¬ 
es. A large number of exquisite miniatures, or paintings on 
paper designed to illustrate manuscripts or to form royal por¬ 
trait-albums, have come down to us from the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries* The technique and detail are admir¬ 
able, and the colouring and lights often astonishingly skilful.’ 111 

Next to Delhi came Agra in importance. Agra, the City 
of Akbar, suffered from its rival the Delhi of Shah jahan. Bur 
the love of display which prompted every oriental King to make 
a new building rather than to add to the glory of the existing 
one by repairing it or adding to it, left no option for him but 
to build new' magnificent buildings in order to commemorate 


J| "Mediaeval India under Malnimmedan Rule" by Stanch Lanr-Pool*, 

PP- 


n* 




104 the commercial pgucv of the moguls 

his name. This love of display Shah JaJian sacrificed the 
interests of the Empire |o the lovely Taj anti the fascinating 
Shahjehanabad (Delhi). 

/ijpvr. Fot the last time we get a glimpse of Agra in the 
pages of Mandelstams Travels, He describes " ‘Agra in his 
day .is the noblest city of Hindustan, and the one in wluch the 
Moghul most delighted’.,........it was as m uch as a horse¬ 

man could do to ride round the city in a day. 

Its streets are fair and spacious, and there are some of 
them vaulted, which are above a quarter of a league in length, 
where the Merchants and Tradesmen have their Shops, dis¬ 
tinguished bv their trades and the Merchandizes which are 
there sold ; every Trade and every Merchant having a parti- 
tTul.ir Street and Quarter assigned him.' There were eighty 
caravanserais for foreign merchants, 'most of them thre~ sto- 
rics high with very noble Lodgings, Store-houses, Vaults, and 
Stables belonging to them.' He counted seventy great mos¬ 
ques, and estimates the number of public baths or Hot-Houses’ 
at above eight hundred, the tax on which brought in a consider¬ 
able revenue to the State..... 

f 110 treasure there jealously guarded was estimated on credi¬ 
ble authority ai above 1500 millions of Crowns, or 
£.100,000,000. This wealth 1 , he explains, ‘is more and more 
augmented every liny, not so much out of the ordinary Revenue 
coming in horn die graat Kingdom he hath (in regard’that as his 
Ordinary' Expence abates not anything of his Treasure ; so is 
it setdome seen that he increases ir, by ought remaining at the 
vests end of his Revenue) as by the presents which are made 
him. and the Escheats falling to him at the death of great Lords 
ami Favourites, who make the Mogul Heir to what thev had 
gotten by his favour ; insomuch that the cliildren have no hone 
to enjoy ought of their Fathers’ Estates, either Real I or Per¬ 
sia 11 For the Moguls Authority is such, and his Power so 
ih?ii the Estates of all his Subjects H at Ms 

posal ....... There is no hereditary Digniry in ail his country. 

I bat *i| Rnsgi or Rtfjn > which he bestows rather upon the ac- 

comp* of Merit than Births is Personal]. . . . .* 

'Agra a very densely inhabited city at this time 11638 
A I > f of such extent and so populous, that were there n neces¬ 
sity , (here might lie raised out of it two hundred thousand men 
able to bear Armes. There is no Nation in aJI the East but 
hath some commerce or other at their place ; hut most of the 
inhabitants are Mahometans, and dl the Merchandizes that are 
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imported into it, or exported om of it* pay' ten in the hun¬ 
dred’ 

We learn from this description of Agra three new facts viz. 
(a) the distribution of particular streets to particular trades. For 
instance. Goldsmiths would have one particular street. In that 
street no other trade would be allowed. This specialisation of 
the streets according to the trade that one follows still prevails 
to-day in India, The caste system has been and to-day is a 
strong supporter of this segregation of Trades ; (b) the exist¬ 
ence of a tax on “ Hot-Houses” “which brought in a consider¬ 
able revenue to the state;" and (c) the levying of a ten per 
cent, tax on “all the merchandize that are imported into it 
(Agra), or exported out of it..,.-......." 

This tax is not given by other authorities. A special tax for 
the capita! (Agra) was called Haiti. It was only one and half 
pet cent. Unless they had a rebate system, of which no dear 
mention is found, goods from Lahore would avoid passing 
Agra on the way to Surat or to Patna, 

Father Sebastian Manrique in the " I tcnerano” published 
in Rome in 1649 says that the Agra of r640 stretched for six 
miles along the Jumna and had a population of six lacs. exclud¬ 
ing strangers, 

BurhanpQre.' —This- city was reputed for the cultivation of 
opium and the manufacture of transparent muslins which were 
sent out to Turkey, Miiscovie, Poland. Arabia, Grand Cairo, 
and other places. The most beautiful doth was that of “Gold, 
Silver, and of silk with flowers, whereof there is no reverse, 
one side being as beautiful as the other.' - 1 

Broach. — Bajhis (pieces of long and narrow calico) were 
very famous. Custom dues were paid at Broach on all goods, 
whether imported or exported. 

Cambay .—-Here the industry of cutting agates and turning 
them into cups, beads, etc, was very important. 

Ahmadcibad had a considerable trade in silken stuffs, gold 
and silver tapestries, and Kimkhwabs, Saltpetre, sugar, gin¬ 
ger (both candied and plain), tamarind, myrabolans, and indi¬ 
go were other important commercial products. 

Bsngal had a considerable trade in cotton goods, raw silk, 
saltpetre, sugar and rice, 

1 >*‘.Mediaeval India under Mohammedan Rule ' 1 by Slanelv Lane-Poole, 
PP J 3 J 33 S 

«r*Traveb in Judin* 1 by Tavernier. Edited by Rail, p, 51. 
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(c) tnter-ProvincUii Trade and (d) Frontier Trade. On ac¬ 
count of the famines, the floods, the trade interference of Shah 
J.ihan and his subordinates, anti the Indo-Persian wars, inter- 
provincial trade did not develop much. 

The 1630 famine was so severe that “children were sold at 
13 pence or 6 pence or even tree at Dhatia.'* (Peter M uridyl- 
Agra and Delhi alone could pay for their luxuries, while the 
rest of the Empire was passing through a severe crisis. There 
was great demand in Agra anti Delhi for the " Ridri pots” 
manufactured in the province of Bidar. 

Bidri pots'' included the panda* (for keeping betel leaves, 
nuts, etc.) ab-khora (cup for drinking water), reitabs (saucer), 
small and large cups, ftufefcii (hubble-bubble), candle-stick and 
other things: different sorts of flowers tire inlaid on them with 
gold anil silver by the artisans ol this place (Bidar 1, so delicate¬ 
ly and niedv that even a painter cannot picture them in his 
imagination.'^ Patna trade was important on account of its 
tmbntis (calicoes), silk, cotton goods, and saltpetre. The In- 
dmo merchants brought gold arid silver into Patna anil purchas¬ 
ed what they needed from the Patna mart. 

Sometimes they used to enter into transactions by Httvdees. 
The Portuguese were their great rivals in Patna Trade. The 
Portuguese traded entirely via Bengal, who imported Chinese 
silks, spices, tin, and jewellery, and exported ttw&dfi, fine mus¬ 
lin. silk and 1 ami pur carpets. 

The Deccan was famous for doth : gold cloth, hordered doth, 
turbans, waist-bands had more than a local market for their 
products. “In the territory of the Karnatick ddihil (a kind uf 
doth) is well manufactured ; and a turban, also called rfeJiiirf. is 
woven, i>f which the warp and the woof are made of the hair of 
the cow. It is very nice, fine yellow, and black. Many men 
make dresses of 

The industry of Kashmir was much developed because Shah 
fahan needed a large numher of shawls and carpets for the new 
palaces he was constructing. It thus reached its highest pitch 
in lIu- reign of Shah Jahan. 

There b an interesting account of the wav in which ice was 
supplied from Sirmoor—a hill estate—to the King. “From 
these emporia (ice-houses in Sirmoor) porters used to carry 
loads of snow and ire on their hacks as far as Dhamras, the 


i) H ChaTi3r Galshaii" by Jiiiiimaih 5 arkif% (Bonk I), pp, i6t>i6f. 

^"Chahftr iiuSshan' b y Jadunalh Sarktr, (Htxsk f). p. ibi, 
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name of a place situated on the bank of the river Jumna at a 
distance of sixteen kos, but the road to which is extremely 
difficult. There it was packet! in boxes* and sent down the 
stream on rafts to Daryapur, one of the dependencies of peu- 
gana Khizrabiid, which is also sixteen kos off from Dhamras. 
From that point it was transported to the metropolis on board 
of boats in the course of three days and nights. U 

(e) Foreign Trade. —‘The English attempted the East Coast 
trade in the reign of Shah Jahan. just as they were much affect¬ 
ed by the antagonistic feelings displayed by Lhe Portuguese 
when they wanted to tap the West Coast, so in tapping the 
East Coast they were encroaching on the Dutch sphere of 
activity. L!ut, fortunately for the English, the Dutch wore busy 
in settling their account' with the Portuguese. Moreover, they 
looked for business more in the South and in Persia. 

The English secured a firman on 2nd February, 1634 which 
"gives lihertye of trade unto us in his whole country of Ben- 
gala, but restrains our shipinge only unto the poire of Pijjlye. ,i? > 
There was a considerable decline in the Company s trade 
-luring 1630 to 1637 on account of the famines in India, but 
their trade recovered from T63R to i6$J. They were exporting 
to England calico, indigo, yarn, saltpetre, pepper, sugar, gin¬ 
ger, shallae, etc. and importing from there into India broad¬ 
cloth, coral, elephants* teeth, mercury, tin, lead, and vermilion. 
The coral anti elephants* teeth they used to get from Africa. 

After 1653, the East India Company trade in India received 
a temporary- check due to the trade being thrown open to pri¬ 
vate vessels. The trade of the Company was established on 
a firm fooling in 1657 and. after that the flag followed the trade 
in Madras, Bombay, and Bengal. 

The importance of the Surat-London trade can be realised 
from the following table taken from Moreland's 'From Ak- 
bar 10 Aurangzeb" (page ior) : 

1638-1639 1639-1640 1640-4 i 

(Royal Mary & Swan) (Discovery) (Crispian) 
Total value of Cargo t, +05,200 fl 16.200 1,1 fki, too 

Of which Indian goods 959 o«*> 398,300 419-000 

f! „ re-exports 445.700 4 i 7 - 9 °° 770,100 


if‘The History of India as Told by Its Own Historians," by El liott 
and Dawson (Vol. VI)}, p. 106. 
fffTb* English Factories in India (1634-1636)'* by 
p. XXXVL 
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Detail of Indian goods :— 

Cotton gu,xls 
Cotton Yarn 
Indigo 
Saltpetre 
Pepper 
Sugar 
Ginger 

Miscellaneous 
Detail uf re-exports : — 

Persian Silk 
Bantam Sugar 
,, Pepper 
Aloes, Myrrh, etc. 

English goods returned 
unsold 

The figures given above are Jlfdfcawrfw, one Afeftnwdf being 
equivalent to 11 pence. 

As regards the importance of the West coast trade in com¬ 
parison with the East Coast trade we notice the superiority of 
Surat over Hooghlv till the end of Shah Jahan's reign. 

I n 1 640, the annual exports in English vessels from the West 
coast to Europe was H lo 3 fdfchs of rupees and from the East 
coast and Bengal was nil; in 1 643-48 the annual exports went up 
to 3^ InfcJtr of rupees, the East Coast and Bengal not contribut¬ 
ing anything to this figure. In r 649-53 we find the West Coast 
annual expons at 2 lakhs and the East Coast and Bengal annu¬ 
al exports in English vessels 1 lath; anti in 1658-60 the figures 
for the West Coast are 5 lakhs and for the East Coast and Ben¬ 
gal 3 Ijfcfi:; The East Coast and Bengal now shows a high 
figure. 11 became important in the reign of Aurangzeb and 
reached its zenith in 1690 and after. 

The price of indigo fluctuated considerably as the following 
table shows : 

Source Average price in rupees per c-wt* paid cm the spot. 

1638-39 1639-40 1640-41 

Liana . 106*3 93.3 76.4 

Sarkhej . 90,6 58.1 56,6 

The decline in the price of Endian indigo was due to adulte¬ 
ration and to die competition of supplies from America (West 
Indies). The Indian indigo trade came to ait end after Aurang- 
/eb’s reign. We have already studied the equalising of the 
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Mint conditions in Surat and in Ahmadabad. anti we learn ttac 
in 1616 Shah Jahan equalise! the weights of die two places. 
This was of great advantage to the trader as it did away with 
the evils of two different standards in places so _ near and so 
closely knit together bv various considerations of trade. uy 
order from die'King, who sent his H*to that purpose (Fe¬ 
bruary 12, 1636), the scare of this place (Gujarat), which hath 
in alf former times been* but tS pice weight, was now made 20 
Dice : according whereunto all weights were recti hed. In Aroada- 
E*| it hath been soe for more than a yeare : and now the mac« 
ot this place is just the halfe of a ma*» of Jehaun, which con* 
sisteth of 40 (seares), and even; seare 40 j>ice weight. 

In 1628 the demand for calico was going up. for, not only 
did the English want it, but also the Portuguese and the Dutch. 
Th** Agra factory opened a branch in Lucknow m 1640 to tap 
DarivaUd, Kemabad, and other places near Lucknow. 1 his 
was abandoned in =633 ; for. on account of the change in fashion 
initiated bv Shah Jahan, the demand for red cloth fell. Jehangir 
was fond of red doth, but his son preferred green as it is the 
colour approved by Mullah* {religious beads). So the factors 
wrote to the Company that "redd doth was not so much esteem¬ 
ed as greenes slighted hy the father. King Jangeare, as now- 
green es are most desired and redds rejected (wee meane lor 
wearing garments) by his sonne Shaw jehan, the present cm- 

pftrar/ ( , L , , 

English trade entered on a new phase about the year 1640 
for supplies of cotton goods from Sind, Agra, Uujarat began 
to be supplemented regularly from the East Coast. The quan¬ 
tities ordered for supply during 1638 show the wide area that 
was tapped by the Company in India ' 


From Sura* 
Narrow bafias 
Mercolies 
Broad fcaftas 
Sind Calico 
Dariyabads 


10.000 pieces 5 * 
to.ooo 
5,000 
10,000 ,, 

10,000 


il "The English Factories In India (1634-16361“ hy \\ illiimi Foster. 

J) ^The English Factories in India (1637-1 O^ty by William Foster, 

p. 308. 

9 ) A piece was ol u 10 15 yards in length. 
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Dungaree ... .. jo.ooo pieces 

Other Calico ... ... ... 8,500 


63.500 1t 

also 1,OOO pieces of chintz, and 500 chintz quilts. 

From Madras 

Longdotfi, 20,000 pieces, equal to 50,000 standard pieces. 
Salem pores ao.ooo ,, ,, 

Others (including some muslin) 14,000 ,, ,, 


34-000 


“Calico bought in Agra and Sind cost From one to two ru¬ 
pees per pace of the ordinary length, while the price in Guja¬ 
rat was about half a rupee more. Tlic invoice rate-, for long- 
cloth work out to somewhere about two rupees for the standard 
length : Salem pore > had a wider range of value, but the quali¬ 
ties most largely bought cost approximately two rupees for the 

f >iece.' ,JJ The export of calico to Europe suffered from the 
olio wing difficulties :■—(a) Official interference and corruption 
culminating into the monopolisation of looms for the State ; (b) 
Giving advances to workers who were not reliable, for without 
advances they would not work ; and (c) the utter lark of stand¬ 
ardisation. 

Raw cotton was demanded for candlewkks and fustians 
(doth which have flaxen warps with cotton wefts). India had 
no pressing machines, so that this demand for raw cotton was 
supplied by the Levant which has pressing machines. Indian 
cotton was exported to fill gaps. The demand for Indian yarn, 
however, was continually going up as no country could then 
compete with India in Cjtar&fki (Wheel)—spinning. 

(f) Government interference in and Monopolies oi Trade. 

Shah Johan was a great trader. Both as Prince and King he 
made a Urge amount of money by trailing. We have already 
studied his attempt-. t-> monopolism indigo and saltpetre. He 
failed in both, but the loss was borne by lus officials who re¬ 
couped themselves by extorting money out of the Indians, the 
Dutch, and the English. 


i}“Fnwi Akbar ro Attranflieb" by Moreland, pp, iji-Hjj. 
4 >“From Akbar 10 Aurasgreb" by Marti find. p. 153, 








Shah Jahan used to trade in doth, indigo, saltpetre, stones, 
Otq He used to exchange his goods at Basra lor horses, 
"They (the English factors) sent to Agra most of their rem¬ 
nants of broadcloth, which were there sold to the King for 
twelve rup ee* the 'Clovtct i ^ind ihsir IkmiUct fulviwi th&t i P ooo 
‘covens' of reds and gresims would sell readily.” 1 ' 

The factors complained in 1643 A.D, Against the high-hand¬ 
edness of the Governor of Surat who prohibited people giving 



very ucue ireigni uwmi w uihwiku, hiv v». 


lading good* on any vessel ‘unlit! the Kings great jounck was 
fqj),''S) Anil 'to ccnvev her free of the Matlavars danger* the 
Governor prevailed u;«jn the president to order the 'Discovery* 
to attend on the Junk. 

Shah lahan'-- Father-in-law Asaf Khan was a notorious trader 
and sn was Mirjumla who was made Dcwan for making presents 
of above fifteen lakhs of rupees to Shall Jnhrm. 

Princess. Johanam the favourite daughter of Shah 1'dian used 
to trade on her own account. 

Sa'dullah Khan was free from this vice, hut ol what avail 
was this virtue when the King himsdf stooped to make low bar- 
gains? 


APPENDIX-A. 


Tavernier was a great jeweller. He mentions diamond 
mines in Raolconda, Kollur, Saumetpur, Pannu, Sambatpur, 
Gotconda. Waifiigari, etc. He says, "two per cent, on ail 
purchases (of diamonds) is paid to the King, who receives also 
a royalty from the merchants for permission to mine/'* 1 

At Kaolconda and Koilur . they weighed diamonds b\ rmngf- 
lins (ij carats or 7 grains). Bui at SoumeJpur iBen- 


D'THc English Factor!** in India {1634-1636)” by William Fv-tcr. 
p- '44- 

rT'Tbf English Factories in India {1643*1 <45) ' by William Foster. 
!*■ 9>- 

tj "Travel* m India" by Tavernier, Edited by Ball, (Vo). 1 Ij, p. 5t> 
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gal), they weighed by raff is (red seed)- One ralii equalled 

“ TS-emier^iScribre in page y6 of his "Travdt" fVoL 

the method of calculating the price of diamond. He divdes 
diamonds into four classes: Perfect stone Jth« f 1 ^). Im¬ 
perfect superior stone (the second class) ; Middling (the third 
class); and the Worst Stone (the fourth class). . 

He says the first thing is to find out the carat (the weight) 
of the stone and the class to which it belongs. Square the ca¬ 
rat and multiple it by 150 for the first class stone, by roo for 
the second class stone. by 80 for the middling , ami by 00 lor 
the worst class stone. You get the price of the stone in hvre. 
(one livre equals is. 6d->. Multiply the same by 3 / 4 p- Y™ 
get the price in sterling, for example, let us assume that the 
stone is the first class stone and it weighs 2 carats. 1 ts price 
would he 2 X = X (50 equals 600 byres or £45. 

The formula for the above would be m; = (m X :} a, whcie 
tn is the number of carats and a the value depending on the 
quality of stone (15Q* 10 ®* or 


CHAPTER V. 
CONCLUSION. 


Shah Jahan was a great ruler who restored order in the whole 
Empire and thus imparted solidarity to it. As General and Gov¬ 
ernor he was a marked success, but as a ruler in the latter part of 
his reign he walked more in the footsteps; of his father than in 
those of fis distinguished grandfather who by his ability and 

courage founded the Mogul Empire* , , 

For the first time we see in Shah Jahan the sprouting of vlaho- 
mcdan fanaticism which, under the garb of Sunni Fanaticism worn 
bv Aurangzeb, destroyed the Mogul Empire. Aurangzeb never 
knew what Kemal Pasha knows to-day. namely, that the 
literal interpretation and application of Koranic teachings ope* 
nite against the formation of a distinct nation. The utopia o 
world brotherhood under Mohammed is not within the scope 
of practical politics, but the formation of a separate nation on 
entirely nationalistic lines focussing attention on its geographic 
boundaries rather than on the cry of the Muazsfm (one who 
calls the faithful to their prayers) is a live possibility pulsating 
with life as we see all around us. 

Another defect in Shah Jahan was the habit of making money 
bv trailing in divers commodities. 1 his had a disastrous effect 
as it killed private enterprise and encouraged corruption among 
the officials. The third and the last defect of Shah Jahan was 
to pile up the money of the Empire in marble blocks one above 
ihe other. The number of palatial buildings that he construct- 
ed was p;reat and ihe amount of money that he sunk in thent was 
colossal- AH this money and labour could have been produc¬ 
tively invested in reviving moribund industries and in starting 
new ones It is really surprising why Bernier calls Shah jahan 
an Economist. Says he, "Chah-Jehan. who was a great eco¬ 
nomist* and reigned more than forty* years (>) without being 
involved in any great wars, never amassed six kourours of rou- 
oi€s fcssh) ^ ^ i) 

With all his delects, the reign of Shah Jahan may be compared 
with the reign of Akha r and not with that of Jehangir. 

1) ■'Bernier's Travels” by Constable anti Smith, p. 223. 
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Shah Jahan was a statesman of a high order. He never yield¬ 
ed to the promptings of his favourite wife Mumtaz or to the 
promptings of his powerful relations and advisers. 

The following lines truly sum up the reign of Shah Jahan : 
“The emperor and the court had reached a pitch of luxury that 
fostered effeminacy. In his youth and early manhood Prince 
Khurram had been a brave soldier, a brilliant general, a prudent 
counsellor, and a stem and resolute governor. As he grew old 
he abandoned all active pursuits, gave himself up more and more 
to pleasure, and suffered himself to be managed by his children. 

....He was still the benevolent anil popular 

King that he had always been since his accession, but his strength 
of character was gone; he had become a mere sensual pageant 
of royalty, given over to ease and the aesthetic delights of the 

eye and taste.,.The sceptre was falling from his hand, 

and he tried to secure peace by breaking it in pieces. It was a 
fatal policy. The fragments of the sceptre, like the rods of 
Pharaoh’s sorcerers, turned into so many serpents, which 
srtangled the remnant of his power, dll the rod of Aurangzeb 
swallowed up the rest, and with them the Peacock Throne it- 
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*'l hsr?e latmthtd my vt&irf pn the waves of 
Eternity* Farrw?H> FarratfU. FarwsB/' 


{AMr&ngzth's Liiii Cry*) 



CHAPTER 1. 


THE ORGANISATION OF THE EMPIRE, 

(a) General. 

Muhluddin Muhammad Aurangzeb, the third son of the Em* 
peror Shah Jahan and his famous wife Mumtaz Mahal the in¬ 
spire r of the “Dream in Marble”, was bom on 24th October 
at Dohad hr die Ranch Mahal district nf the Bomhay Presi¬ 
dency, He ascended the throne on the 26th May 1659 
took the pompous tide of Alamgir (the world com pollen. 

This puritan monarch cleared his way to the throne by im¬ 
prisoning his old father am) by murdering his brothers. He 
believed only in StfNisiii. Hindus, Christians* Singhs (a sect 
of Mohammedans), and men of other creeds were heretics, in 
bis opinion , and as such must be persecuted by him to tne glory 

of his God, ft* 

'Hie number of Hindus he killed and the number of their 

temples he destroyed defy numerical representation. The me- 
t_hons he employed were barbarous, and so clumsily were ihey 
put Into action that Chengiz and Timur must have turned in 
their graves Monsieur de Thevenot describes the interesting 
ceremony of converting a temple into a mosque. Referring to 
the ceremony of King" Aurangzeb for converting the Santidas 
Pagoda in Ahmadabad, be says, 'When he performed that 
ceremivnie. he caused a cow to be killed in the place. 

Khali Khan in his Muniakhabti-l Lubah describes the treat¬ 
ment accorded to Sambha son of the famous Shivaji and his mi¬ 
nister Kabkalas, He says Unit “ Aurangzeb gave orders that 

the tongues of both should be cut out,.,,...After that, thesr 

eves were to be torn out. Then...they were to be put to 

death with a variety of tortures, and, lastly, he ordered that the 
skins of the heads of Sambha and kitbkitlfls should be stuffed 
with straw and exposed in all the cities and towns of the DuiJitn 
(the place of which Sambha was the ruler), with heat of drum 
and sound of trumpet.”* 1 ___ 

II “Tfit Travels of Monsieur t>e Tbevtoot" by Level* (Pari HI) p io. 

Si "The History of India as Told by lt> Own Historian*” by 
and Dawson, (Vol, VII). p. 34'* 
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In 1691 “An order was issued that no Hindu should ndejn 
a tedfe* * (palanquin) or on an Arab horse without permission.”" 
He revived the poll-tax on Hindus and also doubled He 
exempted the Sunni* from the payment of any tax. “ The 

S kkIs of the true believers, indeed, were for some time altoge- 
er exempted from duties; and were eventually charged only 
one-half the rate paid by the Hindus. 1 '* 

He hated and distrusted the Persians, their only fault being 
that thev were Shiahs, 

The following routine of work of Aurnngzeb gives an insight 
into the man who disgraced the throne of Delhi in 165® : 

9 1 A.. M. 

5^0 Wakes ... Morning Prayer ... Devotional Reading. 
7-30 Justice in Private Chamber. 

S-30 Darshim —hReview—Elephant lights. 

0-15 Public Darhar. 

11 Private audience. 
tt-50 Harem and Siesta, 

P,M. 

i Zahar Prayer. 

2-30 Private Chamber—Study—Business— Asar Prayer 
State affairs. 

5-30 Evening salute in the Private Audience Hall—Sunset 
Prayer. 

6-40 Soiree in the Dewan-i-Khas. 

7-40 Court dismissed —faha Prayer. 

S In the harem—Religious meditation—and reading— 

sleep, “W 1, t ■ 

Such was the man about whom Tavernier wrote : "Mo ani¬ 
mal food, passed his lips, and his drink was water—he slept on 
the ground, with only a tiger skin over him *'" 

The Prophet's precept being that every Muslim should prac¬ 
tise a trade, Aurangzeb starter! making skull-caps and writing 
the /vomit. Such a fanatical Suitin' fire-brand would have been 
a source of strength to the shrines of Mecca and Medina, hut lie 
was a source of danger to the already tottering throne of Delhi. 

11 "The History of India as Told by Its Own Historians" by Elliott and 
Dawson (Vol. VII), p, 343. 

91 “The Mogul Emperors of Hindustan'' by E, S. Holden, p. 335. 

Si “Studies in MugbaJ India 1 ' by jadunath Sarkar, p. 64. 

*1 “Mediaeval India tinder Mohammedan Rule" by Stanley Lanc-Poole, 

P- 
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India was prepared to endure 11 the eclectic philosohy" of Ak- 
bar, ‘'the luxurious profligacy" of Jehangir, "the splendid 
ease" of Shah lahan ; hut the senseless bigotry of Aurangzeb 
was the last straw. It broke the Empire into pieces which 
were then gathered, bit by bit, and consolidated by the East 

India Company. . n 

There is one thing to be said in favour of Aurangzeb. He 
uas a man of indomitable will and great courage. In the lialkli 
Campaign, hemmed in by the enemy "like locusts and ants, 
he dismounted and performed his evening prayer I he king 
of thi" Uscbcgs noted ctciion 2 Uk) said, lo ^vitn such 

a man h selRestruCtion." Aurangzeb had the right concep¬ 
tion of sovereignty, but his religious mania stood in Lhe way of 
its application . He wrote to Shah Jahan ’Sovereignty is the 
guardianship at the people, not self-indulgence and profligacy. 
Bv the people, he only meant the people of to s zct—Snnms 
fiat believing in delegated authority, an<1 not aware of the 
word ‘Trust,* while fully believing in the transcendental supre¬ 
macy of his Slrtmism, Aurangzeb succeeded in rousing against 
him the Rajputs and the Marathas, lovingly designating the 

latter as "mountain-ruts" ! , , .. 

Rakhtawar Khan author of Mir-AU Alam gives us a pen- 

portrait of Aurangzeb. He writes " .**The Emperor, a 

great worshipper of Coil by natural propensity, is remarkable 
for his rigid attachment to religion.......refrains from pro¬ 
hibited meats and practices.....nor does be ever use ves¬ 
sels of gold nr silver..,..Hindu writers have been entirely 

excluded from holding public offices, and all the worshipping 
places of the infidels and the great temples of these infamous 
people have been thrown down and destroyed in a manner which 
excites astonishment at the successful completion of so difficult 
a task. His Majesty personally teaches the sacred XoWjj 
( treed) to many infidels with success, and invests them with 
khit'atQ (Robes of honour) and other favours, Alms and dona- 

tions to (Mohammedans) . .Remission of the transit duties 

upon all sorts of grain, doth, mid other goods, as well as on 

tobacco.He exempted the Mohammedans from taxes 

.jhe Royal orders were also issued to collect the reve¬ 
nues of each province according to the M ohammedan law—■■ 
„,Qne of the greatest excellences of this virtuous monarch 
is, that he has learnt the K»«tw by heart........—... To please 

Almighty God he never turned his eye towards a flatterer, nor 
gave his ear to a poet 1 ..,.*...As long as nature nourishes the 
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tree of existence, and keeps the garden of the world fresh, may 
the plant of the prosperity of this preserver of the garden of 
dignity and honour continue fruitful.'' 11 

Never was a prayer more falsified, never were words in the 
mouth turned ashes so quickly as the pious and honest wishes 
of Bakhta war Khan 1 Aurangzeb was against the fine arts ; 
painting, music, poetry, decorations in buildings, etc. were all 
taboo, as they smacked of idolatry. He was opposed to the 
chronicling of the events of his reign, for, to his sensitive mind, 
it appeared akin to idol-worship. 

His spartan character, great learning, and detachment from 
earthly pleasures make Aurangzeb a great figure in the history 
of the sensual Moguls. His indomitable will and his great per¬ 
sonal courage secure for him a high place in the galaxy of the 
valiant warriors of that age. But his furious puritamsm and 
his uiikingly temperament pul him at the feet of the pedestal 
of Babur—that gay chivalrous founder of the Mogul Empire. 

lb) Extent of the Empire and Its Adwht&stT&tion - 

Aurangzeb’s Empire in length and breadth greatly exceeded 
that of any Mogul King who sat on the throne of Delhi, hrom 
Ghazni to Chatgaon, and Kashmir to the Kamatac the people 
acknowledged him as their King. Even Ladakh and Malabar 
accepted his overlordship, 

Tavernier says, the Empire 1 'extends from the mountains upon 
this side of the river Indus to the other side of the Ganges, 
touches on tire east the Kingdoms of Arakan (Andean was an¬ 
nexed to the Empire in 1670 by the then Governor of Bengal 
Shaista Khan), Tipperah. Assam ; on the west Persia and Tar¬ 
tary of the Usbegs; on the south the Kingdoms of Golconda 
and Bijapur (added to the Empire in tCSi) ; and on the north 
it reaches to the Caucasus, having on the north-east the King¬ 
dom of Bhutan, from whence comes Musk, and to the north-west 
the country of Chegathay or the Usbegs. 

Bernier says it requires three months to go from Golconda 
to Ghazni—from one end of the Empire to the other. He says 
the distance must be five times the distance from Paris to Lyons. 
Bakhta war Khan in his Mir-At- 1 ' Alum gives a dear description 
of the Empire and its divisions. He writes '" Length from the 


i) "The History of India as Told by Its Own Historian--.’‘ by Eliiutt and 
Daw ■von, (VoL VII). pp. 156-162. 

ri “Travels in India” by Tavernier. Edited by Rail, {Vol. I). pp. 321-322. 
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porr at Lahori, province o£ Thatta, to the thatia of Bindasal in 
Bengal* is 994 royal kos. 174° common ko$ known tn most parts 
of Hindustan. Each royal kos measures 5,000 yards and each 
yard is the breadth of 4- lingers. I wo royal fcos are equal to 

3 k common kos.. .and calculating every stage at twelve 

fees, the usual travelling distance in Hindustan, the whole length 
is 145 stages, or a journey of four months and twenty^seven 
days.'The breadth of the whole Empire is from the frontier of 
Tibet and the delightful province of Kashmir to the fort of Sho- 

| a p Ur ... a distance of 672 royal kos, or 1176 common 

}, os __.At the note of twelve kos a stage, the whole 

breadth is 9S stages, occupying a period of 3 months and to 

dav^.."St is divided into 19 provinces, and 4440 fam- 

ganttfis. the revenue of which amounts altogether to 9 urabs ( r ->ti£ 
arab equals one thousand million), 24 krors (one hr or equals 
ten million), 17 lacs (one Jar equals r/itr of a million), 
*6,082 dams, or 9,21,17,16,082 da vis, out of which the 
or the sum paid to the royal treasury, is 1,7*■ 79 '** > 
damr, and the assignments of the Jagifdnrs, or the remainder, 

was 7-51,77.54.731 < . 

Such was the vast empire whose safety was placed in the hands 
of Aurangtteb by a blind Destiny 1 

I is A dtnin ist ra Hon . 

In Aurangzeb’s time the number ol mawsabdurs increased con¬ 
siderably- Me continued the practice of giving them fcWiluf# 
(robes of honour) but was chary of issuing Zfonsito*’ (orders 
for the payment of money, which bore the King's signet) because 
of hi- miserliness. The demand for robes was so great that 
iCk4H-t*SamttM or the Lord High Steward had to organise a 
Khitlat department- The following gives some idea of the de¬ 
mand : "And its (KhiSat) need was very large- Twice every 
year—in the rainy season and the winter—a robe (kJtdlflf) suit¬ 
able for the season was presented by the Emperor to every 
witiisnhcftir, and the number of niarKdfrtfar* in 1690 is given as 
nearly 7.75000 who were paid in cash and 4,000 who held Jagiris- 

l) "Thc His lory of India ns Told by Its Own Historians’* by Elliott and 
Dawson, (Vo!, VfJ). pp- 162-164. 

i\ a karat corresponded W the modern cheque. It was a statement 
of account giving ddttils oi the service for which it wa_s issued, a 
pay order. It had to pass through many hands for countersignature 
before being actually cashed. 
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For the higher nobles, one suit of live robe of honour consisted 
of several articles of apparel. In addition to these two season¬ 
al gifts, the princes of the blood, of vassal Rajahs and many of die 
ambassadors and court officials receive! robes o£ honour at the 
two birthdays of the Emperor (viz. according to the lunar and 
the -solar calculations), the lunar anniversary of his coronations, 
the two Ids (Mohammedan Festivities), and, down to Aurang- 
zeb's reign, on the old Persian New Year’s Day, when the sun 
enters the Aries («<tv-ros). As a matter of fact, Kliiiafs were also 
bestowed on most persons when they were presented at Court or 
cook leave, or, were appointed to posts, and, for some time in 
Aurangzeb’s reign, on converts to Islam." 11 

As long as it was merely a question of giving rides or K Jwaff 
the system worked well, buL when it came to the issue of Barat- 
tes (pay order) Aunmgzeb strongly disapproved. 

Khali Khan puts the case of the itmnsabdurs very clearly. Says 
he, "In the reign of Alamgir the maistt&dars for a long period 
were reduced to wanting their evening meal, owing to the low¬ 
ness of the assignments {fmebaqi) granted by the emperor. His 
stinginess reminds one of die proverb 1 Ynfe utter, sav twain* (one 
pomegranate for a hundred sick men). After many efforts and 
exertions, some small assignment (/rtfur) on the land revenue 
would 1 h? obtained. The lands were probably uncultivated, and 
the total income of the /ago might not amount to a half or even 
a third ■>( the money required for the expenses of the animals. 
If these were realised from the officer, whence could come the 
money to preserve his children and family from death by starva¬ 
tion?' In spite of this, the Akhtah Bdgi (Master of the Horse) 
and other accursed clerks caused the cost of feeding the emperor s 
animals to be imposed on the tnamsflinfers, and, imprisoning their 
agents at Court, used force and oppression of ail kinds to obtain 
the money- When the agents (tog kite) complained of this op¬ 
pression to the emperor, the head of the elephant stables and the 
Aktah Begi so impressed matters on the Emperor’s mind, that 
the complaints were not listened to, and all the men were reduced 
to such an extremity by this oppression, that the agents resigned 
their agency.....^ 

The poor mansabdars were further subjected to frequent Age- 
iras, that is to say, were bound to take at a fixed valuation the 
King’s furniture, etc. Those mansithdars who were near Delhi 


l> "The MughiiT Administration" by jsdunath S&rlcari p. 7. 
c> "The Army «>i the Indian Moguls" hy William Irvine, p. 11. 
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could not easily extort money from others ; but they (wwNsafcdars) 
whose jagirs or duties were far away from the capital violated all 
human laws and extorted as much as they could. 

The whole administrative machinery was heavy and its parts 
were ill-adjusted, specially after the wholesale driving out of the 
Hindus from every administrative office under Aurangzeb. His 
measures, some effective and some utopian may be thus summed 
up ; 

fa) He abolished the New Year Festival of March and res¬ 
tored the Arabic lunar months ; (b) he prohibited the use of wine ; 

(c) he suppressed all gambling houses and abolished singing, 

dancing, and buffoonery.All dancing girls were to lie 

either lawfully married or banished from the King’s dominions ; 

(d) he forbade Astrology ; (e) he introduced a system of strictest 
economy ; (fj he perfected the spy system ; (g) he passed mea¬ 
sures against Lhe Sfms, namely " — .....prohibiting the Skias 
from wearing long moustaches, lie appointed officers to measure 
their moustaches and dip them if they exceeded the orthodox 
standard {Yak Musht ant char otmgul — one fist and four lingers 
sanctioned by Mohammed. Peace be to his soul) ; ,J > (h) A/W- 
liihr (priests) were appointed to check all ostentatious display of 
idols. He forbade fairs on Hindu festivals. He dismissed the 
Hindu employees under him. About 1690, he prohibited Hin¬ 
dus from being carried in palanquins or riding on Arab horses. A 
large number of Jogis, Snnyqsis, etc. (religious mendicants) were 
driven out of the Kingdom - {i) he reduced the duty on merchan¬ 
dise belonging to Mohammedans to one-half the amount paid 
by Hindus and revived die hated Jazta or poll-tax in 1679 ; and 
(k) in 1 668 he issued an order to stop castration of children 
throughout his Empire. 

Such was the administration of Aurangzeb, which succeeded 
in detaching Rajputs and Shiahs from his Siwni Empire. When 
"ihe mountain rat" or "the hell-dog" (Sivaji) started nibbling 
at the Deccan territory of Aurangzeb, all tile might of Aurang- 
zeb, did not succeed in crushing the Mar at has. The 
Empire was rotten to the core. Aurangzeb was not the 
man to impart vitality to it. He died at the age of 
S9 in Aurangabad vainly contesting against the forces which he 
himself had created and with him vanished the dreams of Babur 
and Akbar. 


15 "History of the Punjab" by Syccl Mahomed Laiif. p, 175- 
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(c) Rotifer anal Transport System 

The Detain policy of Aunmgzeb was the ruin of the Empire, 
for ail government activities were directed to the collection of men 
and directing them via Burhanpore to Golconda and Bijapur. 
Routes in Northern India became ven,- unsafe. The Juts near 
Agra, the Rajputs hi Gujarat and Sind, and any petty official 
who was not in the military camp owned their livelihood by loot¬ 
ing the people. The pirates in Bengal, in the Coromandel CoasL 
and in the Malabar coast enlarged their fields of operation. All 
the available transport, carts, camek, horses or men, etc., was 
needed by the King to move his harem and his men to the south 
in order to wipe out "the infidel dogs.” The Marathas refused 
to be wiped out. The transport charges rose to such an extent 
that traders could not move their goods. Moreover, there was 
no safety on the roads. Trade came to a standstill. 

The English withdrew from Agra and Delhi and tried redeve¬ 
lop Bengal. In 1687, they acquired territorial rights in the Bom¬ 
bay Presidency ot exactly the same type as ihey Had acquired 
in Madras in 1653. In 1690 they established territorial rights 
in Bengal. 

While Aurangzeb. by his mail Deccan policy, was annihilating 
trade and starving his subjects, the English were laying the foun¬ 
dation of their Empire in India. 

(d) Tend Policy.—Trade being at 3 standstill and the expendi¬ 
ture of the Government rising rapidly, land was rack-rented and 
labour sweated. The policy was the same as initiated by Akbar. 
but what a change in the application of the rules. T he assign¬ 
ments were multiplied and the farming system was encouraged. 
Summary settlements were freely permitted. Fifty pet cent, 
of the gross produce was forcibly taken from the cultivators as 
against 33J per cent, in the time of Akhar. Aurangzeb's 
new Kharaj-i-Mniizzaf . 1 1 system placed the peasants under the 
merciless tyranny of the unscrupulous officials. 

The Krort or the collector of a Kror dam received 8 per cent, 
on his collection in the reign of Akbar. ami in the reign of Shah 
Jahan the percentage was to, because the Krori did the work of 
a favjdar as well, Aurangzeb reduced the J£roti’s commission 
to 4 per cent. The Krari naturally made up die loss by ex- 

■ ? KhdTaj-i-tmsiitzrif tiic system under which a peasant compound- 
with Ehr authority for tile Laud in hU occupation by annual cad* 
payment* quite Independent of the taeutnc which he might draw 
from it. 
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lotting the difference and sometimes more From “the dumb, 
driven cattle,’’ The result of the high-handed policy of the 
Krens is obvious from the records of famines in Aurangzeb’s 
time. ' Thevenut says that when he was in India (A.D. 1665), 
human flesh was publicly sold in the market at Debca, about 
forty leagues from Baroche." 1 11 Aurangzeb ordered that in addi¬ 
tion to the regular butghur-Khana where raw and cooked grain 
was given away, ten more Langai-Khavas (free kitchens) should 
be opened in the city and Lwelve hiiJ^furr-K lianas in the suburbs 
and among ‘the tombs", that is to say, near the mosques and 
not near temples. He also remitted taxes on the transport of 
grain. The exactions on the land were so great and the Hindu 
;>easams were so cruelly treated that revolts in different parts of 
the Empire \\ere ordinary occurrences, 

The revenue from land and also the total revenue reached 
their zenith in the reign of Aurangzeb. The land revenue went 
up on account of the high exactions and the larger size of the 
Empire and nor on account of increased efficiency of the cultiva¬ 
tors or 0/ better terms offered to them. The total revenue went 
up on account "1 the pillage of the South and .Assam and also 
from the sack of innumerable temples. The rich states of Col- 
mnda and Dijnpur were sacked and plundered before they were 
finally incorporated into the Empire. Mir Jumla’s conquest of 
Assam brought to the Imperial Treasury a very large amount of 
gold and precious stones. The Assamese used to bury gold 
ami precious stones with their dead. The dead bodies were ex¬ 
humed and the precious metals and stones removed by Mir Jum- 
la. The Raja agreed to pay 120,000 tolas (40 foias equal 
1 lb.) of silver, 2,000 tolas of gold, 50 elephants, and one of his 
ugly daughters to Aurangzeb ; while he (the Rajai gave fifteen 
elephants and another daughter to Mir Jumla. 

Khaii Khan gloats over the conquest nf Assam in i66r and 
describes Mir Jumla’s chivalrous action tn ihe following words : 
"He ordered that tine prisoners should have the heads of the slain 
tied round them, ant! be thus exposed to the derision of ihe camp. 
He dieii sent them to die outposts to be again exposed, and 
afterwards pul to death." 91 

The same Khali Khan, while stigmatising Stvajji as "dog" 
and "hell-dog," writes about him as follows, "But he (Sivaji) 

1) "jMirvul of a residence in India” by Maria Gralum, p. 15, 

91 “Tlic Hi'iiun pf India a* Told by li- Own Historian*” by Elliott 
and Daivwio, {Vol. Vltj. 
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made it a rule that wherever his followers wait plundering, they 
should do no harm to the mosques, the Book of God {Koran) > 
or the women of anv one. Whenever a copy of the sacred Ko¬ 
ran came into his hands,, he treated it with respect, and gave it 
to ^me of his Musalman followers.”!! The nth presents that 
Aurangzeb exacted from those who wanted to pay their respects 
to him used to amount to a great sum. I Tavernier s description 
of the presents which he gave to Aurangzeb is given m Appendix 
A.) 

The net result of all these was a considerable increase in the 
total revenue. (A comparative list of the revenues of the Moguls 
from Akbar to Aurangzeb is given in Appendix B.) 

T he increased revenue of Aurangzeb was not the result m a 
benevolent policy benevolently followed. It was the result of 
the old. old policy of killing the goose that lays the golden eggs. 
Land was farmed, industry was crippled, labour was forced 
so that Aurangzeb might have money to carry on his plunder¬ 
ing exploits in the South in the name of his Stnm religion. 

and (c) Labour AvathbiUty and Its Distribution. 

All labour in Aurangzeb’s reign was classed according to the 
religion professed. The Hindus were disallowed trom holding 
any appointment in the government but that of menial servants 
or ordinary foot-soldiers in the army. 

The Sunnis were in their glory' under Aurangzeb, out, as the 
demand of the army was insatiable, Hindus were compelled to 
Loin it under most 'disadvantageous terms. , 

' Forced labour was a distinguishing practice of this King, and 
he made the situation worse by giving to this unnatural policy at 

his a religious tinge. . . , 

There was very little demand for artisans because Aurangzeb 
was against Art in any form. Appreciation of beauty was to him 
akin to idolatry. There was no demand for Hindu intellectuals, 
no demand for artisans, whether Hindu or Mohammedan ; 
but there was a considerable demand for Hindu foot-soldiers. 
Hindus were dragged (rom their homes or caught on the roads 
to swell the numbers of his army. Labour consequently e 
came immobile. Only force could make it move. 

Labour reached its nadir in the reign of Aurangzeb, 


J>"Thc History of India as Told by hs Own Historians by Elliott and 
Dawson (VoL VII), p. 260. 
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Tavernier's presents to Aurangzeb and to sundry other people 
at Court (taken from "Travels in India” edited by Dr. Ball, 
Vol. I pages 139-141) : "Having arrived at jahanabad 1 went 
to make my reverence to the King on the c 2th September 1665 , 
and this is the present which 1 made him. Firstly, a shield of 
bronze in high relief thoroughly well gilt, the gilding alone cost¬ 
ing 300 ducats of gold, which amount to t8oo livres (£135), and 
the whole price to 437$ livres (£328.75.). In the middle was 
represented the hisrory of Curtius, who threw himself, on horse¬ 
back and fully armed, into the gulf which opened in Rome, and 
from which a’ mephitic vapour emanated. On the circuit of the 
shield was a clever representation of the sieve of Rochella. It 
was the chef d'acuvre of one of Lhe most excellent workmen in 
France, and it hail been ordered by M, Le Cardinal Richelieu. 

"All the great nobles who were then with the King Aurang¬ 
zeb were charmed with the beauty of this work of art. and they 
told him that he should place this rich piece on the grand ele¬ 
phant which carried the standard before his Majesty when march¬ 
ing. "1 also presented the King with a battle mace of rock 
crystal, all the sides of which were covered with rubies and emer¬ 
alds inlaid in gold m the crystal. This pair cost 3119 livres 
(£233. 18J. o d.). "Also a turkish saddle embroidered with 
small rubies, pearls, anti emeralds, which had cost 2892 livres 
(£216. e Ss.), 

"Also another horse’s saddte with the housing, the whole cov¬ 
ered with an embroidery of gold and stiver, costing 1730 livres 
(£^9. 15s,). The entire present which I made to the King 
amounted to 12,119 livres. "Present made to Nawab Zafar 
Khan, uncle of the Great Mogul. Firstly, a table with nineteen 
pieces to make a cabinet the whole of precious stones of diverse 
colours, representing all kinds of Flowers and birds, ^he work 
had been done at Florence, and had cost 2130 livres (£t6i. 5s.). 

"Also a ring with a perfect ruby which cost 1300 livres (£97 
10s.}. "To the grand Treasurer, a watch having a golden case 
covered with small emeralds, 720 livres (£54). 

“To the attendants of the Treasury of the King, and to those 
who drew the money from the treasury, 200 rupees, which make 
300 livres (£22 ids,). 
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"To the eunuch of the Grand Begum, sister of the King, 
Auraogzeb, a watch with a painted case which cost 260 livrcs 
(£19. 105.). All the presents which 1 made to the Great Mogul 
I M Of or in the Origimd), to SHaista Khan, and to Zalar Khan, 
uncles of his Majesty, as also to the grand Treasurers of the 
King, W> the Stewards of the Khan's houses, to the Captains of 
the Palate gates, and further to those who on two occasions 
brought me the Khilui or robe of honour, on the part of the King 
and as often on the part of the Begum, his sister, and once on 
the pin: of Zafar Khan alf these presents, 1 say, amounted to 
the sum of 23.187 livres (£1739-0-6). (Trade must have been 
profitable to have allowed such presents to be made.) 

“So true is it that those who desire to do business at the courts 
d! the Princes, in Turkey as well as in Persia and India, should 
not attempt to commence anything unless they have considerable 
presents readv prepared, and almost always an open purse for 
diverse officers of Trust of whose services they have need. “1 
have said nothing in the first volume of the present which 1 
also made to him who brought the Khiiat on the part of the King 
of Persia to whom I presented 200 ecus (£45), M 
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CHAPTER II. 


CAPITAL ORGANISATION AND TAXATION* 

Capital Organisation. 

In (he reign of Aurangzeb bunks suffered a great deal. As 
a staunch follower of the Koranic laws, he could neither do bank¬ 
ing himself nor could he permit any Mohammedan to take part 
in it. For a true Mohammedan the taking of interest Ls haram 
(unlawful). So the Bankers' Bank, the Imperial Treasury, 
stopped all money-lending transactions- Hindus were so bitterly* 
persecuted that it became well-nigh impossible for them to carry 
on any business, least of all the banking business which was 
an eye-sore to true Mohammedans, 

Mohammedans, being debarred from reaping any profit by 
way of interest, naturally stood in the way of the Hindus reap¬ 
ing any benefit. Moreover, as there was very little peace or 
safety in the Empire, the people themselves preferred to have 
all their available assets with them. Trade was so dislocated 
that there was very little demand for Hunices. The foreigners 
—the Dutch and the English—withdrew from internal trade and 
confined themselves mostly to the; sea-carrying trade and to the 
tapping of the coastal areas and the South, For their own pur¬ 
pose they made themselves independent of Aumngzcb’s coins 
by pulling into circulation their own. The English opened a 
mim in Bombay ami started minting their coins without the per¬ 
mission of Aurangzeh. 

Aurangzeb resented their *' boldness" and made an attempt to 
punish them, but the Englishmen in Bombay though a mere 
handful were more than a match for the fast-decaving might of 
Aurangzeb and hb attempt ended in a fiasco. 

The withdrawing of all the loans by the Treasury further 
dislocated trade, but it enabled Aurangzeb to lead a large army 
into the South, with the most disastrous results to himself and to 
his Empire. 

The only currency reform that he made was the raising of the 
fineness id the coins. The factors wrote in the year 1650 "the 
new King, Oran Zeeb, hath rais’d his mine to 5/8 per cent, liner 
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than formerly . ,.” * 1 > There was an annual coinage of rupees 

and the new rupees circulated at a premium of a paisa more than 
that of the foregoing year. (A paisa was equivalent to seventy 
bitter almonds.) 

During the latter part of Aurangzeb's reign the coins of Bija- 
pur and Goiconda circulated freely. One might see "Laris" (a 
silver coin made of wire, doubled somewhat like a hairpin, with 
inscriptions stamped on the prongs and worth one shilling) cir¬ 
culating in the Persian Gulf and Western India ami also the old/ 
and new "Pagodas' ’, half pagodas, janams, and others circulat¬ 
ing freely on the West and the East coasts and in the South. 

"There was no difference betw een the old and the new pagodas 
as regards weight and fineness, and yet the old pagodas circu¬ 
lated at 41 rupees while the new’ pagoda* were quoted at jT 
This difference was due to. first, the superstition in favour of 
old things (just as to-day superstition taboos the keeping of 
five-shilling pieces called Crowns, so the shroffs of those days 
thought the new pagodas unlucky, and second, to the profit that 
the shroffs made in retaining a quasi-double-currency. ThevenOt 
speaks well of the currency of Aurangzeb. Says he, "It 
is to l>e observed that the Silver Money of the Great Mogul is 
finer than any other, for whenever a stranger enters the Empire, 
he is made to change the Silver he hath, whether Piastres or 
Abassis, into the money of the Country, and at the same time 
they are melted down, and the Silver refined for the coyning of 
Roupies" 

TaAnfioii. 

The basic principle of taxation in Aurangzeb's rime was die 
economic starvation of the Hindus, Taxes on bathing in the 
Ganges, carrying the Hindu dead to the cremation ground, Hin¬ 
du marriages and births and diverse others tike the hated Jadjyd 
were mercilessly applied in order to end the Hindus or force 
them to accept Islam, Never in the history of India was the 
political and economic machinery of the government so set in 
motion to grind those subjects who were not of the same faith a* 
the King as it was in the reign of the last of the Great Moguls. 

Allahabad was specially obnoxious to Aumngzeb as it was a 


t> "Tlit English Factories in India {1655-1660)" by William Foster, 

p. jit. 

1 ) "The Travels of Monsieur de Thcveftot" by Love!) (Pan III), p. id. 
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sacred city of the Hindus, The tax per bath in the Ganges at 
Allahabad was 6£ rupees. (“This bath-tax yields a good reve¬ 
nue to the Moghul King, for every person who bathes in the 
river (the Ganges at Allahabad) pays six and a quarter rupees.' * *U 

The tax on merchandise was very strictly realised at Allaha¬ 
bad for, Mohammedans being exempt from paying custom du¬ 
ties, only Hindus were made to suffer. ‘'For on each side there 
is a Daragah (Police officer), who allows no one to pass without 
an order ; and he takes note also of the kind of merchandise car¬ 
ried, each waggon being charged four rupees, and a chariot pay¬ 
ing but one, without counting the boat, for which it is necessary 
to pav separate!V-*'* 1 Aurangzeb first exempted ihe Mohamme¬ 
dans from paying any custom duties and levied on the Hindus 
five per cent. Hindu goods were at a consideration passed by 
the Mohammedans in their own name and thus the King was 
cheated by his own "true believers"] So he levied on them 
also j] per cent. The Hindus, thus had to pay double the tax 
that a Mohammedan trader paid. The English after 1649 A.D. 
paid only two per cent, on the prime cost or sale value of the 
goods at the place of importation. This fluty was increased by 
Aurangzeb to 3^ per cent,, but. after the attack on Surat by 
Shivaji and Lhe help that the English rendered to Aurangzeb's 
cause, the tax was permanently reduced to two per cent. As a 
puritan, lie disallowed the sale of bhang (hemp), tobacco, wines 
and oLher intoxicating drinks. Prostitutes were given the option 
of either marry ing nr leaving the Empire. (“He appointed an 
official under the title of A/flf«ri6 (Muhtasih), whose business it 
was to prevent the use of this beverage (fiJmitg) or of others simi¬ 
lar to 

The letter that he wrote to his grandson Azim about wiRe¬ 
selling and drinking shows the puriiv of Auraagzeb’s character. 
Here is a part of it 1 "Grandson Azim, though the produce of 
’toddy* (drink obtained from date-trees and palm-trees) of Mahal 
(Raj Mahal, a district of Uengal) is meant tor acquiring wealth, 
it cannot be understood which dishonest *Kari’ gave you a deci¬ 
sion (in favour of selling and drinking ‘toddy'). 

" You should regard such Counsellors who are the cause ot ruin 
to families, as the enemies of your person and property and as 
the evil wishers of your present and future lives-..........,''*> 

it “ Storin Do Mogor” by Xiccolao Manned (Vot. 11), p. Si, 

*) "Travels in India" by Tavernier. Edited by Dr, Ball. (VoM]. p- <17. 

3> "Storia Do Mogw” by Niccotao Mamicci (Vol. Ill, p. 7 . 

♦> Letter XC, page 86 of "Letters of Aurangreb" by |. H, Billlmoria. 
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The Mohammedans consumed a great deal of tobacco and, 
according to Marnica, the chief tax-farmer paid five thousand 
rupees a day on this account for Delhi only. (The figure of 
five thousand appears improbable.) The sale of tobacco was 
declared illegal and the licence oi the chief tax-farmer was can¬ 
celled. 

A special tax was levied on the workers in cottons and silken 
stuffs. The workers were subject to the mercy of the licence. 

‘These workers (cottons, silken stuffs), before exposing any- 
(King for sale, have to go to him who holds the contract, in order 
to get the King’s stamp inpressed on the pieces of calico or 
silk, otherwise they are fined and flogged.” 1 * 

For sending goods from Agra to Surat the total cost of trans¬ 
portation used to rise to twenty-five per cent, ' All goods in com¬ 
ing from Agra to Surat, for despatch of bills of exchange at 5 
per cent, for packing, carriage, and customs, according to their 
classes, are charged from 15 to 20 per cent.*> 

Some remission of taxes was made in Bengal by the Governor 
of Bengal, Shaista Khan, hut how far they were effective if is 
difficult to say. Shaista Khan abolished ijara (monopolies) of 
all articles of food and clothing which the former governors used 
to enjoy. He abolished Zuknt (one-fortieth of the income) from 
merchants and travellers and he also abolished Hnsil from artifi¬ 
cers, tradesmen and newcomers. Other vexatious taxes were 
also abolished by him. 

The King abolished a number of taxes, but on paper only. "I he 
real effect of the King’s order was negligible. The officials 
would not introduce a new tax, but, once it was introduced by 
the King, it could not be taken away by the King for the officials 
would go on collecting the Lax for themselves and not for the 
King. 'The Emperor gave orders for the remission of the 
wfufuri (toll) which was collected on every' highway (Gusorj, 
frontier and ferry, and brought in a large sum to the revenue 
He also remitted the ptmdan, a ground or house cess, which 
was paid throughout the Imperial dominions by every trades¬ 
man and dealer, from the butcher, the potter, and the green¬ 
grocer, to the draper, jeweller and banker...,_Other cesses, 

lawful and unlawful, as the Sat'Skumati, bus-Stiumari (tax on 


I) P. 1)8 of "Travels in India" by Tavernier. Edited by !>r. Hall, (Vo!. 

I)- 

-i Pp. 24-25 of "Travels in ttidiii 1 f>\ Tavernier. Edited by Dr. Ball, 
(Vol. H). 
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goats), bargadi, the Charm (grazing tax) of the Samara? (the 
carriers who transpnrr goods on the back of the animals), the 
tuiea'ana, the collections from the fairs held at the festivals of 
Mohammedan saints, and at the Jatras or fairs of the infidels, 
held near Hindu temples.. 

“'The tax on spirits, on gambling houses, on brothels, the fines 
thaitk-ofle rings, and the fourth part of debts recovered by the 
help of magistrates from creditors. These and other imposts, 
nearly eighty in number, which brought in Krors of rupees to 
the public treasury, were all abolished throughout Hindustan. 
Besides these, the tithe of com, which lawfully brought in twenty- 
five J<urs of rupees, was remitted in order to alleviate the heavy 
cost of grain. To enforce these remissions, stringent orders 
were published everywhere throughout the provinces, by the 
hands of mace-bearers and soldiers." 1 ! (MuntakhabuA-Lubab). 
Of the lung list of remissions only that of Pint da ri was success¬ 
ful as it was mostly collected in the Capital. Other taxes were 
fredy- collected in spite of the ''stringent orders." The remis¬ 
sion of taxes on I iiindli fairs was based on the Haratu (unlawful) 
nature of the tax. A puritan King like Aurangzeb could not de¬ 
file himself by accepting Ha ram money. A parallel may he 
died to-day in the recent controversy about the betting tax. 
Money collected from gambling was stigmatised by some as Ha- 
ram. But this view was not accepted. About these remissions 
of Aurangzeb the same historian says. "By degrees matters have 
come to such a pass, that between the time of leaving the factory 
or port and reaching their destination, goods and merchandise 
pay double their cost price in to 1 ls. ,,?1 Further on, he says, 
"Through the villainy and oppression of the toll-collectors and 
the Zemindars, the property, the honour and the lives of thou¬ 
sands of travellers and peaceful wayfarers are frittered away. 1 ' 8 ? 

'Die maltreatment of a subject [rayyat) was of no considera¬ 
tion for Aurangzeb, for what caret! he for then; when his wn 
revenue was soaring? His total revenue, composed of land re¬ 
venue, tribute by the Hindus together with the 5 per cent, cus¬ 
toms duty on goods brought by Hindu merchants and 2 A per 
cent, from the Mohammedans and 2 per tent, from the English 
and also presents from them, bathing and other taxes on the 

n "The History of India a? ToM by Its Own Historians" by Elliott 
and Dawson, (Vol. V11), pp. 346*^7. 

2} , n <! 3) * The History of India as Told by Its Own Historians" by 
Elliott and Dawson, (Vol, VII), p, 346. 
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Hindus together with the rich yield from the GoJkoruiah mines, 1 ' 
revenue from sea-ports and mint profit (Surat : income from the 
seaport was 30 lakhs and n fa hIts was from mint), rich inherit¬ 
ance on the death of officers and grandees, and “divers others*' 
too numerous to mention"—his total revenue eclipsed the reve¬ 
nues of the other Great Moguls. But Aurangzeb forgot that his 
policy was that of “After me the deluge." The evictions that 
he made were not of the nature of income, but were a part of his 
capital : great slices of the Empire were carved and sold for 
cash. 


1) Any which (dramaml) weigh above |ths of an ounce belong to 
Aumngreb." P. of “Siorta Do Mayor" by Niccofao Mamjcei 
(Vo!. [|). 
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TRAD E. 


(a) General, 

Trade reached a low level in the reign of Aurangzcb for rea¬ 
sons already given. No attempt was made by him to revive 
trade for he was engaged, as he thought, In a jehad (religious , 
war). The foreigners were supreme on the coastal strips (both 
East and West) and also on the water. The recognition by them 
of the Mogul Emperor was merely format. 

In 1694 A.D„ the ‘'Cunj-i-Sait’ai"—the largest boat of 
Aurangzeb which was reserved for its annual trip to Mecca— 
was bringing fifty-two lakhs of rupees from Mecca and several 
men and women passengers, most of whom were related to 
Anrangzeb. Ie was looted by the foreigners ami the chastity of 
the women violated by thetn. 

The Hutch blockaded Surat and its trade was destroyed, 
Aurangzeb could only make the Dutch raise the blockade by 
bribing them. To such a pass had the world-gripper come by 

Jus insensate policy 1 “.the traders of Surat appeared again 

to supplicate his Majesty (Aurangzeb) to get diem back the trade 
which had been stopped by the Dutch-.. 

“His Majesty ordered twelve lakhs of rupees to be paid lo 
the Dutch, with which they must be content. The Dutch agreed 
to accept die amount and cease to blockade the trade of the port. 
They had suffered no loss, having at various times taken pos¬ 
session of several valuable prizes.** 1 * 

Hindus did not venture on “forward** transactions for they 
did not know what the Hat of the Emperor had in store for them. 
The Mohammedans enjoyed their undeserved ‘soft* jobs provid¬ 
ed for them by the Afidfaft-King. The English were profiting 
by the muddle that was being created by Aurangzeb for they 
were laying the foundation of an Empire over which in future 
the sun would not set. 

(b) Manufactures. 

One new commodity come into general use in the reign of 
Aurangzeb* It was Chili or The. now called Tea. This article was 

1 ) ‘"Storia Do Mogor 1 ’ by Niecolflo Manned (VoL IV), pp. 375-J7*. 
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largely used in India in the XVI Ith century and was introduced 
into England by Lords Arlington and Ossory. who imported 
it from Holland in t666. A direct demand was made on the 
factors in India by the Company in 1669- Even to-day the 
largest per capita consumption of Tea is in England. 

During the reign of Aurangzeb, Tea was not an article of com¬ 
merce of any importance. It was only coming on the market, 
passing through an experimental stage. 

Indigo had considerably declined in importance on account 
of the West Indies competition and also on account of adultera¬ 
tion of the Indian stuff. 

From Strevtjsham Master‘d Diary in r 676* ' we get interest¬ 
ing information about some new commodities and the condition of 
the country : 7th September. This morning wee came faire 
by the A era can Shoare, and by the Dutch Bores, and come to 
an anchor at the mouth of the River near the isle of Coxes, and 
bought as much fish out of a boate for lialf a rupee as would 
serve fourscore men. 

‘'8th September. This day we passed by the river which 
goes to Lhittygom and Dacca, which the English call the river 
of Rogues, bv reason the Arracaners user] to come out thence w 
Roll, and sailed up the river Gauges, on the east side of which 
most part of the great quantity of beeswax is made, which is 
the King's commodity, and none suffered to deale therein but for 
his accompi. And swarm es of Rees llew over our vessell, alsoe 
we passed by great number of salt pitta, and places to boile salt, 
which is alsoe appropriated to the King of Great Mogul I, and 
none suffered to 1>e made hut for his accompt.’U 

So beeswax and salt, we learn, were the monopoly of Aurang- 
zeh. Aurangzeb was not a trader in the sense that Shah jahan 
or Mir jiimla was. He had no time to meddle with trade, so busy 
was he in learning the Koran by heart and leading his army to 
fight with the Marathas. 

in the Diary of Streyttsham dated Rth November we find 

mention of the silk industry'. M .All the country, or greater 

part thereof, about Cassambazar is planted or sett with Mul¬ 
berry treys the leaves of which are gathered young to feed the 
worms with, awl made the silk fine, and therefore the trees are 
planted every yeare. The soile of Bengala is very fertile, being 
a kind of a loose fait earth and some places a fatt sand. There 
i.-, not one moutaine or Hii! to be seen about Hugly or Cas&am- 


1> " itijir. in tht XVIItb Century” by J. X. Dfts-Gvpia. p. *iE, 
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bazar* the Country being all platnc anti level I. and though any¬ 
thing will grow by reason of the fertileness o£ the soile, yett 
firewood is <arce, and timber bad and very deare/' 11 

The famous Bidar work of inlaying gold and silver on pots, 
the Delhi arid Agra painting and working upon agates and 
crystals, the Ktmkhwab of Broach and Ahroadabad, the per¬ 
fumes of Navsari. the ivory works of Jaipur and various others 
declined considerably in importance as the Court ceased to be 
a patroniser of arts and crafts, 

Niccolao Manned in his ‘ Storia Do Mogul" (Wil. II) gives 
a description of the Provinces which in summarised below : 

"The province of Dihli is in the middle of the Em¬ 
pire_..its territory is fertile in grains.there are not 

many manufactures (P 421)." 

Agrah ot Akbarabad. "This province abounds in white 
cloth, silk stuffs, cloth of gold and of silver of great fineness, 
used for turbans, in bee and other adornments for women,.,... 
The country round produces much indigo, which is collected 

there (P.424),” . * * \ . , 

[jyhar. ".a quantity of fine white cloth is made 

there ; many pieces of stlfc of all colors (tiltndjaff) also much 
work in embroidery, carpets, plain and flowered, good bows 
and arrows, terns, saddles, swords, coarse woollen studs, boots 
and shoes. Much rock-salt is g:lined from neighbouring moun¬ 
tain ....(P.424)" 

AsmiT (Ajmere). ‘......They make much fine white doth , 

they harvest much grain : milk, hotter and salt are abundant 
(P. 425 )-" 

On account of the “black fat earth’* Saltpetre was largely 
obtained. 

Gujarat or Ahjncdabad. "hi this province there is made a 
prodigious quantity of gold and silver cloth, and of (lowered 

silks.They Also make much gold and silver work, and a 

quantity of jewellery set with stones .... The country is fertile 
in cereals (P. 425h" 

M'tfJirtj — “This province produce- white and coloured cloth 

abundantly. The country is fertile in cereals..,..(F .425). 

"Poppy is lwgely grown. 9 * 

Patnfil r, nr BrJtur. "Fine white doth is very plentiful in 


H -'India in the XVIlth Century" It* J. X. Das-tJupin, pp. a;o-»i 
f3 and low alike ^ave to their children* up to the of three. 

DpLjjm it j rut." {LXl of '"India of \mran^wh" hy jarlunaih Sark sir) 
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this province; they find there the materials for a great quantity 
of saltpetre, which is carried by the Europeans to Europe...... 

...... Pamah (much earthen pottery is made, which emits a 

pleasant odour, and is so fine that it is no thicker than paper 

m 4*6)." 

Multan. "Much printed cloth is made in this province, also 
hows and arrow's. The country has many short-haired camels, 
mules and asses (P. 426)." 

Kabul, ' 'This province abounds in good horses, called Tur- 
ki, also in large hairy camels, and it has tnanv good fruits, the 

equal of those of Europe..The traders of India go to 

this province to buy beavers (castors) and the skins of these 
beasts, musk, Zedoar, and rubies (P. 426).” 

idiii/jtsk. The province of Tatthah abounds in very fine 
white cloth, also in coarse cloth and printed doth of two kinds, 
and has much Feather, which is exported to Arabia and Persia. 
The country produces much grain, and butter is very plentiful, 
which is exported to Musqat (P. 427)." 

Bhakkar. "In this province is made much white and colour¬ 
ed doth i the soil is fertile, and the grain produce;! is excellent 
(P. 427)* 

L rissah. " -much tine white doth is made there. 

1 he land produced much rice (P, 427).” Eunuchs were pro¬ 
curable in this province. 

Kashmir, ' Jn the province of Kashmir much fine (woollen) 
cloth h made—........They make many beds, ink-boxes, trays, 

boxes, spoons, etc., out of wood, both in plain anti carved 
works. Fruit is plentiful,P,42$)," 

1 Havas (Allahabad). ...no cloth is made; nothing but 

dishes of different colours, and not verv durable .... 

Benares : many stuffs of silk, doth of gold and of silver tur¬ 
bans, waist-belts, and goods suited to women's use (P. 428)." 

/lurunirahad, "In this province much white doth and silk 
stuff* are produced (P. 42S)," Sugar-cane, mango, coconut, 
betel-leaf, rice and K&ora (leaves yield the rich jKeoiu perfume) 
formed the chief agricultural wealth of the province. 

Bamr. ..productive in cereals, corn, and vegetables, 

poppy, sugar-cane (P.42q)." "Iron mines and other metals 
found near Indor and Narnal. Near Watragarh were diamond 
and ruby mines Figured cloth was woven at Wairagarh ; ex- 
celjent stone utensils were carved at Indor and Nam a I ; the ma¬ 
terials for the manufacture of soap and glass were extracted and 
salt-pet re produced from the JLcmar Lake. Lustre was given 
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to weapons of steel by dipping them in die water of a spring in 
Gawd/'i) 

Burlwnpiti m Khandtsh. "In this province they make much 
very fine white and coloured cloth, also printed doth, which are 
exported in quantities by Persian and Armenian merchants to 
S^ersia, Arabia, and Turkev, The soil is productive in grain 

(fc mV* 

Bughmah. "They weave in tilts province much coarse white 
cloth, but little of line quality. Much grain grows in it fP. 
4 * 9 )'" 

uhnkan. ".prodigious quantity of white cloth and 

silken stuffs of which the nations of Europe and elsewhere trans¬ 
port annually several shiploads (P. 429).'' 

Ujjain , "This province produces nothing but grain mid 
salt (P. 430)-” 

liaj-MahaL ‘.they make much line cloth, and a 

great quantity of rice is harvested (P. 430)-" 

Gidkundflh. "In this province ate the diamond mines. A 
quantity of primed doth is made, and these goods are the best 
to be found in India. They also make a great dpt of white 
cloth, coarse and fine. Iron is abundant (P. 431)," 

Tavernier give* us a description of Golconda before its ruin 
by Aurang7eb. He writes, “There are so many public women 
in the town, the suburbs, and in the fortress, which is like an¬ 
other town, that it is estimated that there are generally more 
than 20.000 entered in the Darogha’s register, without which 
it is not allowed to any women to ply their trade. They pay 
no tribute to the King, hut a certain number of them are obliged 
to go every Friday with their governess and their music to pre¬ 
sent themselves in the square in front of the balcony. If the 
King be there they dance before him, and if he h not, an eunuch 

signals to them with his hand that they may withdraw.’**> 

The tori (drink) shops could only be opened after sunset. The 
King derived great revenue from tari shops and that is why he 
permitted the prostitutes to ply their tirade without paying any 
tribute. Before entering Golconda men were carefully searched 
for tobacco and salt, "because these vield the principal revenue 
of the King.*' 3 ) ____ 

n “India of AurangMb" by Jadunath Sarkar, p. L.\XtX. 

•Ji “Travels in India" by Tavernier. Edited by Dr. Ball, (Vol. If, 
pp. 157-8. 

3) ‘'Travels in India" by Tavernier. Edited by Dr. Ball. (VoL I), 
P- ‘54* 
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{<■') 7 mdt ? Centres and Inter-provincuit Trade. 

Surat declined in importance on account of the rise of the 
Marnhas and also on account of the decline of the Indigo trade 
llie Saktmas or bawarah (a lawless set of men belonging to 
Surat and living by piracy) became so bold that the Governor 
ot Surat had to bribe them. The power of punishment was 
gone, riven Aumngzeb had to bribe the Dutch with twelve 
Uikfts of rupees m order to have the port opened ! 

Hoodbhr w;^ coming to the forefront as <t lu<J a rich hinter- 
land. I he following is from Qavell's account of the trade of 
Hooghly and Balasore which is appended to ritnsynsbam Mas- 
ter s Diary of his tour of inspection through Bengal in 1676 r 
About Hugiy there live many weavers who weave cotton 
doth, ami comm and Tcsset or Herba of several sorts, and from 
the parts thereabouts there is brought silk, sugar, opium, rice, 

'3 i°' V C ’ ^TL* r * COLtrs f hampe gunueys, and manv other 
I ommiiliiyes. 1 he way of procuring these is to agree upon 
musters with the merchants of Hugiy or to send Bannias who 
mn give security to buy them on our accounts in the places 
where they ore made nr procurable at cheapest hands and whe¬ 
ther wee use one way or other we give passes in the English 
name, tor the bringing those goods free of custome, and ail those 
places have soe gTeat a convenience that most of the goods are 
brought by water, unless from the places near into Hugh , The 
gociL wee sell in Hugiy by merchants there are upon time, or 
reaily money, but which way soever it is that wee sell them 
wee give passes and send them out in our names to avoids the 
merchants paying custome which otherwise they would not doe. 
and wee tire forced to abate in the price proportionate/ 1 u 

xe trend of the trade was towards the South, for the North 
was passing through a grave crisis. The Mogul authority was 
confined to the Lascar (army) round Auiangzeb. Outside that 
ic ceased to be effect ive. 

I hr movement of men and goods from one province to the 
rnher was checked* remaining only brisk bekitfcl thearmv. Trade 
US! 7 ** Aurangwb's reign followed the armv, for 

lit'le tf ^ artS °* [ “ E ^ m P‘ re safety to life and property was very 

(d) Foreign Trade. 

The Portuguese trade was completely smashed l-v Aurimgzeb 
because he became weary o f them. Khali Khan says, ‘their 
Iflndia in the XVlHb Omury" by J. N. D^i; upt a, pp . 2 : ^z~ 






TRADE 


241 


(the Portuguese) con version policy irritated him (Aurangzeb),'' 
How naively he puts it! The English suffered much from 
shortage of funds. They wrote to the Company that the differ* 
ence between cash and credit prices ranged between ten and 
fifteen per cent. Money was so tight that the cash prices were 
very favourable. Sivaji also dislocated their trade by attacks 
011 the Western coast and Surat, After his attack on Surat in 
1604 the factors wrote home ''Sevagy is soe famously infamous 
for liis notorious thefts that report hath made an a [rev bodv and 
added winges. M i> 


The English trade bad considerably decreased in the Mogul 
Empire during Aurangzeb's reign. They had closed their fac¬ 
tories at Lucknow. Agra, and Ahmadabad. The Surat and 
Persian trade was very low. The Madras factory suffered from 
famine. Bengal was only supplying them with business. 

By the export of manufactured goods they made less and less 
profit, so they started sending raw materials to England and im¬ 
porting manufactured goods—a state of things which is the cha¬ 
racteristic feature of [ndoBritish trade to-day. The English 
factors wrote in 1661 “the two vessels luul now good cargoes 
of olibanuro, myrrh, pepper, cowries, and other goods; but salt-I 
pvtre could not be obtained, 'the cnptaines of this townes castl^ j 
(Surat) ingrossing it, under pretence of the King's service 
India wanted spices and the Dutch supplied them to her; she 
needed lead, broadcloth, rhinoceros horns, elephants' teeth 
and slaves from Ethiopia ; horses from Arabia. Persia, or Ethio¬ 
pia ; musk and porcelain from China, and pearls from Bahrein. 
The English supplied her with all these commodities. The 
cowries (sea-shells) and ambergris she got from the Maldives 
either through the Dutch or through the English. 

India at the death of Aurangzeb was like a cripple needing 
the support of others. She leaned more and more on the Eng¬ 
lish because they out-rivalled other competitors and were su¬ 
preme in 1 ndia. From the proud position of a great manufac¬ 
turing country sending her goods far and wide she became ’‘a 
hewer of wood and drawer of water." All this followed from 


l>"The English Factories in Imlii (i66i*i6n f 1” by William Foster. 

p■ m- 

"The English Factories in India (1661-1664)" by William Fouler, 
P- jo. 

31 
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the nefarious activities of Aurangieb who, in forcing his faith, 
lost his throne. 

(F’01 Bernier's description of Indian trade see Appendix C,) 

and (e) Government hiierferenti: hr and Monopolies of Trade. 

Aurang/eb was not a trader. He was an anrahilator of trade, 
i he various monopolies in saltpetre, wax, silk, and others 
were the creations of his wily governors. AH trade regulations 
were violated and various interferences in trade amounted to 
a policy of obstruction. His firmans were mere scraps of paper 
—no one paid any attention to them, His authority was flouted 
and the increased insecurity' in the Empire first paralysed trade 
anil then killed it outright. 


APPENDIX-C. 

From the letter to Monseigneur Colbert by Bernier in 1670 

! pp. 202-204 of "Bernier's Travels In the Mogul Empire" 
1656-1668 A.D. by Constable and Smith): — 

"It is important to observe that of this vast tract of country, 
a large portion is extremely fertile ; the large kingdom of Ben- 
gala, for instance, surpassing Egypt itself, not only in the pro¬ 
duction of rice, com and other necessaries ot life, but of unninn¬ 
er able articles of commerce which are not cultivated in Egypt; 
such as silks, cotton and indigo. There are also many parts 
of the Indies, where the population is sufficiently abundant, and 
the land pretty well tilled ; and where the artisan although natu¬ 
rally indolent, is yet compelled by necessity or otherwise to em¬ 
ploy himself in manufacturing carpets, brocades, embroideries, 
gold ant] silver cloth, anti the various sorts of silk and cotton 
goods, which arc used in the Country' or exported abroad. 

"It should not escape notice that gold and silver, after cir¬ 
culating in every other quarter of the glolje. come at length 
to be swallowed up, lost in some measure, in Hindustan, Of 
the quantity drawn from America and dispersed among the 
different European States, a pan finds its way through various 
channels, to Turkey, for the payment of commodities imported 
from ihat country ; and a part passes into Persia, by way of 
Smyrna, for the silks laden at that port. Turkey cannot dis- 
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pense with the coffee, which she receives from Yemen, or Ara¬ 
bia Felix ; and the productions of the Indies are equally necessary 
to Turkey, Yemen, and Persia. 

“Thus it happens that these countries are under die necessity 
of sending a portion of their gold and silver to Moka, on the 
Red Sea, near Babel-Matidel ; to Bassora, at the top of the 
Persian Gulf; and to Bander Abaasi on Corner on near Ormus, 
which gold and silver is exported to Hindustan by the vessels 
that arrive every year in the ituutsem, on the season of the winds, 
at those three celebrated ports, laden with gold from that coun¬ 
try-, Let it also be borne in mind that all the Indian vessels 
whether they belong to Indians themselves or to the Dutch or 
English or Portuguese which every year carry' cargoes of mer¬ 
chandise from Hindustan to Pegu, Tannaseri, Siam, Ceylon, 
A then, Macassar, the Maldives, to Mozambie, and other plac¬ 
es, bring back to Hindustan from those countries large quan¬ 
tities of precious metals, which share the fate of those brought 
from Moka. Bassora, and Bander-Abassi, And in regard to 
the gold and silver which the Dutch draw from Japan, where 
there are mines, a part is, sooner or later, introduced into Hin¬ 
dustan : and whatever is brought directly by sea, either from 
Portugal or from France, seldom leaves the country*, returns 
being made in merchandise. 

“I am aware it may be said that Hindustan is in want of copper 
Hove?, nutmegs, cinnamon, elephants and other things with 
which she is supplied by the Dutch from Japan, and the Moluc¬ 
cas, Ceylon anti Europe; that she obtains lead from abroad, 
in part from England ; broad cloths and other articles from 
France ; that she Is in need of considerable number of foreign 
horses, receiving annually more than live-and-twenty thousand 
from Usbec, or great many from Persia bv way of Kandhar, 
and several from Ethiopia, Arabia, and Persia, by' sea, through 
the ports of Moka, Bassora, and Bandar-Abassi, It may also 
be observed that Hindustan consumes an immense quantity' of 
fresh fruit from Samarkand. Bali, Bokhara and Persia : such 
as melons, apples, (tears and grapes eaten at Delhi and purchas¬ 
er! at a very high price nearly the whole winter ; and likewise 
dried fruit, such as almonds, pistachio, and various other small 
nuts, plums, apricots and resins, which may be procured the 
whole vear round ; that she imports a smalt sea-shell from the 
Maldives, used in Bengala, and other places, as a species of 
small money ; ambergris from the Maldives and Mozambie ; 
rhinoceros and porcelain from China, and pearls from Beheren, 

31 " 
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and Tmuconry , near Ceylon ; and t know not what quantity of 
other similar wares, which she might well do without. 

“The importation of all these articles into Hindustan does not, 
however, occasion the export of gold and silver ; because the 
merchants who bring them find it advantageous to take back, 
in exchange, the productions of the country. 

“Supplying itself with articles of foreign growth or manufac¬ 
ture tides not, therefore prevent Hindustan from absorbing a 
large portion iff the gold and silver of the world, admitted through 
a variety of channels, while there is scarcely an opening tor its 
return.' 5 » 


IJU was fur ilit above reasons that B-micr called India "an abyss of 
gold and silver. “ 



CHAPTER IV. 


CONCLUSION. 

On 4th March 1707 Aurangzeb passed away at the ripe age of 
eighty-nine. He had ruled for fifty years. He dug his grave 
and also the grave of hk Empire in Aurangabad, After the 
battle of Panipat in 1761 and the still more famous battle of 
Ruxar In 1764. the moribund Empire of the Moguls ceased to 
function. The treaty of Buxar made the Nawab-Vazier a vas¬ 
sal of Calcutta and the Mogul Emperor (by courtesy called em¬ 
peror) a pensioner of the East India Company. Such was the 
inglorious ending of the glorious Mogul Empire of which the 
first foundation was laid by Babur t Akbar expanded and con¬ 
solidated the Empire. Jehangir enjoyed the fruits of his ances¬ 
tors’ labours, Shah Jahan immortalised his mime by building 
magnificent buildings and by maintaining law and order, and 
Aurang/eb wrecked all for his faith J His policy of destruction, 
rigorously applied to exterminate those who were not of his 
faith mused the ire of the Rajputs, the Sikhs, the jats, and the 
Marat has : his policy of trade suppression ; his intense puritanic 
cult amounting to an obsession : his policy of distrust—all these 
and other follies ended the Empire even before his death. 

He was a stranger to the finer instincts of humanity like 
Love, Trust. Tolerance, etc. In Babur’s time Love mounted 
"the warrior's steed,* 1 in Akbar's time she danced "on the 
green/* in Jehangir's time she tuned "the shepherd's reed." 
in Shah Jahan’s time she was "in Halls in gay attire seen," but 
in Atirangzeb's time she was buried under the earth. 

Such a man was not fit for the throne of Delhi. His firmans 
were nut tor the betterment of the people, but for the glory of his 
faith: "On the (Sth April t66$i orders were issued to all the 

governors of provinces.......to destroy with a willing hand 

the schools and temples of the infidels ; and they were strictly en¬ 
joined to put an entire stop to the teaching and practising of 
idolatrous forms of worship/’» (Lubbu-T-Tawarikh Hind of 
Rai Bhara Mai). _ 

1} '*Thr History of India as Told by Its Own Historians” by Elliott 

and Dawson, (Vol. V1 1 )■ h p. 184P 
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It is not of much use to liarp on the idiosyncracies of Attrang- 
zcb, Here is a bright strain imparted by that veteran writer 
on the Mogul period. Jadunath Sarkar to the good, iudilierent, 
and bad doings of the Great Moguls who kept the Empire go¬ 
ing. 

Says he, "The Mughal Empire re-established the contact 
between India and the outer Asiatic world ......-..1 hrough the 

passes of the Afghan frontier the stream of population and trade 
flowed peacefully into India from Bokhara and Samarkand. 
Balfch and Khurasan, Khawarizam and Persia, because Afgha- 
n is tan belonged to the ruler of Delhi, till near the end of the 
Mughal Empire. Through the Bolan Pass leading from India 
to Qandhar in South Afghanistan and thence to Persia, as many 
as 14,000 camel-loads of merchandise passed every year in 1 he 
reign of Jehangir early tn the XV Nth Century. The ports in 
our Western Coast—Tatta. Broach, Surat. Omul. Raja pur. 
Goa (before its annexation by the Portuguese), and Karwar,— 
were so many doors between India and the outer world that 
could be reached by sea, such as Arabia, Persia, Turkey, Egypt. 
Barbery, Abyssinia, and even Zanzibar. From the eastern port 
of Masuliparam belonging to the Sultan* of Golconda up to 1687 
and thereafter to the Moguls—ships used to sail for Ceylon. 
Sumatra, Java, Siam, and even China." 11 

Such was the vast empire teeming with rich potentialities, 
and to-day even its debris is with difficulty traced! 

Verilv does Omar Khayyam sing his plaintive tune : 

" The Palace that to Reaven its pillars threw, 

And Kings their, forehead on the threshold drew ; 

I saw a solitary ring-dove there, 

And 'Cobft Coo, Coo,‘ she cried, and ‘Coo, Coo, Coo 1 
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SIDE-LIGHTS ON THE GREAT MOGULS, 
THEIR GOVERNMENT, TRADE, ETC* 


General. 

The pages that follow only stress some of the points already 
discussed in the other Books. The manner of presen cation of 
the material is different, and some new information will also 
be found scattered here and there. 

Minds, like the iacets of a crystal, receive and reflect light 
at different angles and that is why the more the facets the more 
brilliant the effect produced on the retina. Some old authors, 
now alas! forgotten, and a few new authors who have just ap¬ 
peared have been mercilessly taxed here to contribute to the 
greatness or detract from the supposed greatness of the Great 
Moguls. The real spade-work in laying the foundation of the 
Mogul Empire on a sound and firm basis fell to the lot of Akbar. 
Babur indeed waged wars and wrested the crown of Hind from 
(brahim Lodi, but it was never firmly placed on his head. Lay¬ 
ing claim to the Empire of India in the name of his ancestor, 
Timur the Lame who devastated the country in 1398, Babur be¬ 
came the first Mogul Emperor of India. About Babur, Perish- 
r,. records, “in his person he was handsome : his address was 
engaging and unaffected ; his countenance pleasing, and his dis¬ 
position affable.” 1 * “He was learned, and had few equals in 

the arts of poetry', prose, composition and music.He was 

ardently devoted 10 the enjoyments of the cup, and to female 
society.”** 

Humayun. who succeeded him, was a prince of refined taste 
and cultivated mind. But he was of a weak nature and inter¬ 
necine quarrels harassed him a good deal. When Humayun 
sent word to his brother Prince Kamran to cease fighting and 
join forces with him, Kamran replied, "He shall obtain the 
bride of the kingdom who embraces her across the edge 
of the sharp sword.” 31 Humayun had, therefore, no option but 
to carry on internecine wars to the hitter end, crippling his re¬ 
sources and handicapping him greatly in the consolidation of his 

jjufiii*) "A History til the British Empire in India and the East"' by 
Of, Nolan, (Dh\ IV), p* 630. 

^‘Tokenll M Vakiat r+ by Charles Stewarts* p. 91* 
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Empire* The crown fell from his liCtU.Ii hut subsequently he 
managed to replace it. The conquest of 1 ndia and the consoU- 
elation of the Empire* however, dates from 1556 A.D., when 
Akbur ascended the throne of hts father. 

Akbar the Greof. 

“In spite of the Mogul traditions of hts (Akbar) family, lu 
was humane ami beneficent. Though a warrior and a conqueror. 
he was a just ruler and a mild and wise legislator. Though 
brought up in tents, he was polished and urbane. Excelling in 
athletic sports, he was yet fond of literary pursuits. Reared in 
a fanatical religion, he was die most tolerant of rulers. Conti¬ 
nually successful, he was ever moderate, and preserved an even 
temper under contradiction. His mental energy was astonish¬ 
ing........He was roost attentive to business, and listened 

lo reports which were made to him from different parts of the 
Empire. He was accessible to all his subjects, and heard caus¬ 
es even 1 day." 1 * “That any person might be able to speak to 
him on business of importance, Echeber appeared twice daily in 

public, and gave audience to all classes of his subjects.. . . 

When giving audience, ihc King is also attended by a number of 
secretaries, whose duty is to record in writing every word that 

he speaks.’, . 

Akbar was a freethinker and, therefore, placed no restrictions 
on religious performances. He invited the Jesuits and when he 
found that under their religious garb they were supplying in¬ 
formation to their Government in Goa, he did not break off re¬ 
lations, He kept up relations with them, but changed his tac¬ 
tics. He kept spies rm Lhem and sent ambassadors to Goa 
with instructions to report on the feasibility* of attacking Goa. 
They were ordered to supply him with information regarding 
the army, navy', forts, etc. This game of double-dealing does 
not reflect credit on Akbar, but it must be borne in mind that 
the game was first started by the Jesuits. 

"?t may be presumed that, from the outset, they (the Fa¬ 
thers) were expected to do anything they could to further the 
interests of their country at the Mogul Court, and to pass on 
to Gun any information likely to be of use to the Portuguese 
authorities. 


\> 41 Golden Bullets' h by William W* Ireland, p, 5*}. 

*} "Akbar and the Jesuits" by C, H. Paynr. p. tt- 
3 i +i Akbar and the Jesuits” by C* H, Payne, p. XLIV, 
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"Akbar's attitude towards the Missions closely resembled 
that of the Portuguese authorities. Like them, he ivas influ¬ 
enced by both religious and political motives* *.....The Missions, 
however, did offer him political advantages, and he naturally 
welcomed them none the less on that account. Chief amongst 
th^se were the opportUliities + or excuse* whsm they aJ on 
him of sending letter, and firmans to Goa, the bearers ot which 
were able to bring him much useful intelligence regarding die 
state of affairs in the Portuguese Settlements, towards which 
he had long been casting covetous eyes.’'" 

Paradoxical as It may sound, his own creed with it? dogmas 
and ritualisms rather irritated than soothed him. I here are seve¬ 
ral instances when he actively lent iris support to the Fathers to 
humiliate men learned in the Koran. (In * 59 °)' "^mg 
caused all the .Alcoran* [Alcoran* is a minaret) m the town 
in which he then held his court to be razed to the ground -> 
There is a note (No, l T page 229) relating to the above miorma- 
tion which runs as follows ; "The desecration of the mosques is 
referred to bv Badaoni, who says that they were changed into 
store-rooms, or given to Hindu Chowkidars (Ain, 1 , p. 2<xiJ : 
but the destruction of the minarets is not confirmed by other 
writers " How naivelv Badaoni turns Akbar s anti-Islamic 
actions into childish pranks : "And in contempt of Islam ceasing 
tg consider swine and dogs as unclean, he kept them in the ia- 
rarn and under the fort, arid regarded the going to look at them 
every morning as a religious dury-"^ 

Akbar always kept an open mind in religious matters and it 
was only to keep his relatives and QazU from terrorising his non- 
modem subjects that he used to belittle what was he rehgion 
from birth. "Perfect religious toleration existed in his (Akbar s) 
Empire at a time when the Moriseoes were expelled from Spam, 
and the Catholics and Protestants were shedding one soothers 
blood. During his reign the Hindus «*ere admitted to the high¬ 
est offices of State, No prince ever knew better hove to govern 
India, to make himself respected, obliged, loved, and feared. *» 
Akbar was a great admirer of the Portuguese, but lie also 
hated them for their fanaticism in matters of religion and for their 
high-handedness on the seas. From the Persian t.ulf to Mo- 

1} "Attar anil the Jesuits" by C. H. Payne, pp, XLV-XLVL 
i) "Akbar and the Jesuits" by C. H. Payne, p. 44. 

* 1 Mtin t akhab-u t-T aw a rikh’ ' by Badaoni, VoL II, p. 314 
*> "Golden Bullets" by William W. Ireland, PP- 
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zamblque and from Mozambique to Malacca was the monopoly 
of the Portuguese. Without their license, even Akbar’s ships 
carrying pilgrims to Mecca were not permitted to sail. “As 
a race he (Akbar) held a high opinion of the Portuguese : he 
was strongly attracted by their religion ; he admired their civili¬ 
sation ; and he took delight in the society of their learned doctors. 
At the same time, he regarded them as intruders. Their domi¬ 
nation of the Indian seas was a constant offence to him. and was 
rendered the more intolerable by the humiliating control which 
it enabled them to exercise over his maritime ventures. More 
than all, he resented their settlements on the outskirts of his 
territories, which effectively barred his access to Lhe West Coast 
ports. In short, the Portuguese were a very troublesome thorn 
in Akhar's side, and one of the dearest wishes of his heart was 
to turn them neck and crop out of India." " 

This dearest wish of his heart was never realised in his life¬ 
time. 

The greatest wealth of India, namely the forests, never receiv¬ 
ed any attention from the Moguls, In fact, it has received very 
scant attention even from the English. It was only late in the 
XIXth century that a regular scientific Forest, policy was be¬ 
gun in India. The Mohammedans are known in History' for 
their vandalism and their hand lay heavy on the forests. The 
forests were ruthlessly'destroyed, and 'India intra Gan gem’ con¬ 
sequently suffered, just as other countries like Persia and Spain 
suffered, for having come under the yoke of the Mohammedans, 
ft is true that trees were planted by the roadsides, near mosques 
and Serais, and that flower and fruit-gardens were laid out by 
1 he Kings ;*nd Omraihs; but it is also true that their activity was 
not in afforestation but deforestation. Even so, there was no 
justification for them to burn forests, miles in area for the purpose 
of “driving out thieves” or for the purpose of raising one crop 
in their Jife-time on that forest reclaimed lam!. 

“The Mahomedan had no regard for the forests, nor any reli¬ 
gious scruples about destroying them. Rather, he was taught 
that the forest was a free gift of Nature and belonged to anyone, 
just as water did. The destruction, therefore, proceeded apace. 
India suffered from Mohammedan incursions just as Persia, Asia 
Minor, Spain and other countries on the Mediterranean suffered. 
"On the other hand, the planting of trees either for the fruit 
which they yielded or for the purposes of obtaining shade was 


“The Finest* of India" by E. I 1 . SlcU>ing r , Vol. I, pp. 31-33. 
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an act which was held in high esteem in Eastern countries, and 

especially in India, from very early times.....- 

In the Sumtad of the Emperor Akbar, it is directed 'that on 
both the sides of the canal down i-j Hissar, trees of every des¬ 
cription, both for shade and blossom, be planted, so as to make 
it like the Caiud under the tree in Paradise ; and that the sweet 
flavour of the rare fruits may reach the mouth of every one, and 
that from those luxuries a voice may go forth to travellers call¬ 
ing them to rest in the cities where their every want will be sup¬ 
plied' (Calcutta Review, No, 23)." l) 

The Sunnad shows the innate generosity of his heart. Akbar 
was of a very kind and loving disposition. He was the only 
Mogul Emperor who look away the power of capital punishment 
from his governors anti he deliberated a good deal before exer¬ 
cising (he same power himself, 1 'Towards his fellow-men he Was 
kind and forbearing, averse from taking life, and quick to show 
mercy. Hence it was that he decreed that if he condemned any 
one to death, the sentence was not to be carried into effect until 
the receipt of his third order. 

Akbar was not only humane but an Economist of a high 
order. In order to improve the material welfare of his people, 
he laid down very generous rules for foreigners. He regulated 
taxes and customs and in various ways helped the growth of 
trade. He was neither 'novelty-mad' like his son Jehangir nor 
‘trade-mad* like his grandson Shah Jahan, He steered a safe 
and dignified course for himself. He worked unceasingly to 
check corruption and to promote the welfare of his people. His¬ 
tory is unanimous in recognising Akbar's high worth. 

Dr. Garbe writes about Akbar as follows : “Akbar sought 
also to advance trade and commerce in every [possible way. He 
regulated the harbor and toll duties, removed the oppressive 
taxes on cattle, trees, grain and other produce as well as the 
customary fees of subjects at every possible appointment or 
office. In the year 1574 it was decreed that the loss which 
agriculture suffered by the passage of royal troops through the 
fields should he carefully calculated and scrupulously replaced. ’ ‘ u 
"Under Akbar's rule India stood upon a much higher plane of 


l> t, Thc Foreof India” by E. P- Stubbing, VoL L. pp. 31-3*. 
a •■Akbar and the Jesuit” by C. H. Pay tie. pp- 2 oyio 6 . 
at “ Akbar” by Dr. Richard Von Garhe, p. 14. 
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civilisation in the sixteenth centurv than Europe at the same 

time,"” 

Controversies as to the manner of death of this great King 
are current and not finally settled. P- Du Jamc, a Jesuit Fa¬ 
ther, wrote in his "Akbar and the Jesuits” which has been re¬ 
cently translated by Mr- Payne that A kbar's death was due to 
poison administered to him by his son SaSim who succeeded him 
under the title of Jehangir. 

Akbar is reported to have uttered the following lines in his 
unconscious state just before his death : 

"Baba Shaikbuji ?h since all this 
Su&inwfe®* will devolve on thee, why 
Hast thou made this attack on me ; 

To take away my life there was no need of injustice, 

I would have given it to thee, if thou hadst asked 

Against this Jesuit version of Akbar’s death, there is another 
which Colonel Tod, the famous author of the "annals of Rajas¬ 
than” advances. He shows that Akbar's death was due to 
poisoning but that the poison was self-administered by mistake, 
'“Colonel Tod, on die authority of the Boondi records,—which, 
he asserts, are well worthy of belief.—says that a desire to fie 
rid of the Rajah Mann Singh of Jeypore, to whom he was so 
much indebted, and whom he did not dare o|ienlv attack, in¬ 
duced Akbar to prepare a mutt pin (intoxicating confection}, [tart 
of which he poisoned, but presenting by mistake the innocuous 
part to the rajah, he took the other himself, and thus perished 
in his own snare, Mann Singh’s offence was, that he seconded 
the pretensions oi his nephew, Khosrow. I he old writers of the 
West attribute the death of this monarch to a similar cause. 
Most of the reliable historians neither support the Jesuit version 
nor Tod’s "Boondi records.” It appears that Akbar died of 
heart-failure due to old age. Tod’s version, if correct, would 
take away much of the romance from Akbar’s life- A few lines 
from the Cambridge Modem History Series (Vol. VI, pages 
513-5:14) are a luting tribute to Akbar’s greatness of heart and 
head. 


i) ^Akbar' 1 hy Dr. Richard Von <*orbe* p. 40. 

Baba Shaikhuji was Akbar’s pet name for his son Salim, 

M Sultanate m*acs Empire- 

^ # ‘Akttar anil the Jesdits" by C r II. Payne, p 547, nme 23. 

#+ A History of the British Empire in India anil the East ' 1 by Dr. 
Nolan, Div. IV* footnote pr 647, 
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' J He (Akbar) united high military ability with political geni¬ 
us ...he understood the art of ruiing ; anti his wise govern¬ 

ment quieted the people whom he subjected to his arms.,,,* *.*.. 
He attached the Rajput chiefs to his family by matrimonial alli¬ 
ances ; he strove to win the confidence of all classes of his sub¬ 
jects by tolerance anti conciliation ; he aimed at softening reli¬ 
gious antipathies by the humanising influence of intellectual 
culture.' * 

Jehangb the Pleasure-Seekej. 

Jehangir was skilful and energetic in war, but passionate, bru¬ 
tal, and unforgiving. Though he ascended the throne in 1605 
A.IT and ruled till 1627 A, U-, yet his reign after iGu A,D. 
was the reign of his consort Nur jehan who secured the follow¬ 
ing terms for herself before her capitulation to Jehangir : ‘'First 
that she should have the rank of first queen ; secondly, that her 
father should have the post of £f»mdr.>rrfd, nr first minister, 
and thirdly, that her brothers, as well as her other relations, 
should fill the first places at Court.” h 

To the credit of Jehangir be it said that he kept the terms 
of the fair victor absolutely and unconditionally. 

Amongst the Mohammedans 'The coining of money, and hav¬ 
ing public prayers read in the mosques in his name, are two of the 
peculiar privileges which belong to a King uIone.” ?) 

Nur jehan secured the prerogative of having coins struck in 
her name. The other prerogative of having prayers read in her 
name was denied to her on the ground of her sex. No Moham¬ 
medan could have reconciled himself to that idea. The fate 
of the Pflfhtir Masjid. built by her in Srinagar, was only too well- 
known to her. Fortunate was it for India that the reins of the 
Government were taken away from the hands of “the talented 
drunkard” by Nur Jehan. She was capable and sensible. ‘ 1 Nur- 
jehart,' ’ Sir Thomas Roe notes, "fulfils the observation that in 
all actions of consequences a woman is not only always the ingre¬ 
dient, but commonly a principal! drug of most virtue, not incap¬ 
able of conducting business, nor herself void of wit anti subtl- 
lide.‘^> 

jehangir was as fond of show as his son Shah Jahan, but the 

U "History ot the Mogul Dynasty in India” by Father Francois Ca- 
tTou, pp. 144-145- 

*) “Siyar ul Mausk lurin'' by Ghuiam Hussain Khan, ftranslated by 
John Briggs}., p. 5. 

"The Cambridge Modem History Series". Vol. VI, p. 516. 
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son was wiser than his father. Shah Jahan left a memorial for 
posterity in huge marble bulk lings of exquisite architectural taste. 
Jehangir is rememhered as the victor-victim of Xur Johan. The 
extravagant magnificence of lus coronation ceremonial is des¬ 
cribee! as follows by an author of repute ; "The jewels of the 
throne alone were estimated at one hundred and fifty millions 
sterling, and four tons of gold were employed in the workman¬ 
ship of it. The legs and body were loaded with seven hundred¬ 
weight of ambergris, so that wherever the throne—which was 
so constructed that it might be taken to pieces—was removed 
no further jjerfumes were necessary. The pearls and rubies, 
with which the crown was clustered, were worth two millions and 
seventy thousand pounds; and the space which surrounded the 
throne was covered with the most costly brocades and gold-em¬ 
broidered ear pets. Censors of gold and silver were disposed in 
different ilireetious. from which was emitted the delicious per¬ 
fume of burning odoriferous drugs. Three thousand campho¬ 
rated wax-lights, three cubits in length, in branches of gold and 
silver, seemed with ambergris, illuminated the scene from night 
till morning; a number of beautiful blooming youths, clad in 
dresses of the most costly materials, woven in silk and gold, 
with zones and amulets sparkling with the lustre of the diamond, 
the emerald, the sapphire, and the ruby, rank after rank, and 
in respectful attitude, awaited the imperial commands; and to 
crown all, the ameers (nobility) of the empire, from the captain 
of four hundred to the commander of five thousand horse, cover¬ 
ed from head to foot in gold and jewels, in brilliant array, en¬ 
circled the throne, awaiting the commands of their sovereign. 
The /oaf CHjemfjfe furnishing an example of imperial magnifi¬ 
cence seldom paralleled, as the great Mogul truly says, in this 
stage of earthly existence," *> 

Such colossal expenditure did not empty the treasury, for 
every courtier or grandee invited had to wish luck to His Ma¬ 
jesty by first presenting what he could get hold of by begging, 
borrowing, or stealing. The costlier the presents, the warmer 
the reception of the donor. Everybody used to compete with 
everyone else in jxiuring into (lie treasury 1 what he could lay 
hands on. 

"Jehangire asserts that, of the paraphernalia and regalia for 
state pageants, accumulated by his father, whether in treasure 

i) "Hiitory d tire British Empkv in Indni and The East' 1 b> Dr. 

Nolan, Dlv. [V., p. 64S. 
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or splendid furniture* the invincible Tamerlane — who had sub¬ 
dued the world* and from whom his father was eighth in des¬ 
cent 1 * —did not possess one-tenth ; and that on his wishing to 
ascertain the amount deposited in the Treasury at Agra, he had 
four hundred pair of scales at work day and night weighing gutd 
atld jewels only, and at the expiration of five months, the task 
was far from being completed, and never wasd’*> 

jehnngir enjoyed life as no Mogul before him did. Gifted with 
an easy conscience and a strong will to crush its voice whenever 
it became troublesome c<> him, he galloped headlong into the 
realm of Pleasure. He stopped the tobacco trade anti prohibit¬ 
ed the manufacture or sale of wine or of any other intoxicating 
beverage though he was himself notorious for wine drinking and 
opium eating- His naive defence of such illogical procedure is 
given below' in his own words i 

"And in very truth, encompassed as I was with youthful ;isso- 
ciates of congenial minds, breathing the air of a delicious cli- 
mair, ranging through lofty and splendid saloons, every' part of 
which was decorated with all the graces of painting and sculp¬ 
ture, and the floors bespread with the richest carpets of silk and 
gold, would it not have been a species of folly to have rejected 
the aid of an exhilarating cordial, — and what cordial can surpass 
the juice of the gmpe? With some acknowledged beneficial 
effects, it must, however, be confessed, that these indulgence* 
to excess must expose a man's infirmities, prostrate his constitu¬ 
tional vigour, ami awaken false desires, such being the most in¬ 
jurious properties belonging to the best of stimulants. For my¬ 
self, I cannot but acknowledge that such was the excess to which 
I had carried my indulgence, that my usual daily allowance ex¬ 
tended to twenty quarts. So far. indeed, was this baneful pro¬ 
pensity carried, that were 1 but an hour without my beverage, 
my hands began to shake, and I was unable to sit at rest. (From 
the Autobiographical Memoirs of f ehangir.| r ' 3 > 

A scrutiny of the understanding s' with IlesL and Roe will 
give an idea ol what the English demanded and what Jehangif 
agreed to give. It must be made dear at the outset that what 
Jehangir promised to do he never really meant to fulfil. It was 

>J See Appendix A. 

-* '’History of the British Empire in Indin and the East" by Dr. 

Nolan, Div, IV. p. 649, 

31 "History uf live British Empire in India and the East" by pr. 

Nolan, Div. |V, pp, 
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I>ue of the implied privileges of the Kings in those davs to so 
back on their words. Any firm alliance in the sense of'a treatv 
was tnfm dtg to the Great Mogul, for did it not take away his 
right of going back on his words? To the credit o£ lehaiuHr it 
must be explicitly mentioned here that he never signed a treatv 
either with [Jest ur Roe. This question has been discussed in 
detail m fiook til anti w, suffice it to give here a 
verbatim copy of Best's terms and Roe's "Nineteen Points 1 ' 

l 1 muc V similar » t y between Jehangir’s interpretation of 
the Nineteen Points' 1 and Wilson s interpretation of the ’' Four¬ 
teen 1 onus, but the subject, being off the track, is left for others 
to pursue.) 

Captain Best on 2ist October, ifii*, secured the following 
terms : Imprimis, that all which eoncemech Sir Henry Middle- 
ton be remitted, acquitted, and cleared to us ; that they shall 
never make seizurfe, stoppage, nor stay of our goods ; wares, 
and merchandises, to ^atisfye for the same. 

By the 2nd, ,i confirmation of all the articles now agreed to 
was to be obtained under the seal of the Great Mogul within 
tony days, 

'By the 3rd, an ambassador for the King of England to re¬ 
side at the Mogul s Court. 

'The 4th, that on the arrival of the Company’s ships at SwaJ- 
y. p roc a mat ion be made in Surat, several days succes¬ 
sively that the people of the country may freelv come and trade 
witn the English at the water side. 

_ AH English commodities to pay a duty of H per cent. 

6 th, But petty wares, above (?) ten dollars, to "be free of 
cas tom, 

i ”f/ u , 7th settled the rate and mode of carriage between Swal- 

ly and the etty. 

,i "V* l ele - 5 “ ,h , e tffect3 of English subjects dying in 
the MopH s dominions from forfeiture or chum. 

, And by the <>th, it is provided, that if all the English left on 
,’jf ™? n] ‘ 1 lJlF l , n interval between the departure and arrival 
ot the Company s ships, the government of Surat should see 
hat their eftects were faithfully collected and preserved, and de- 
Jiver mem to the first captains which should arrive. 

lot , All men and goods which may be taken by the Portu- 

guese, to be recovered by the Government, and restored with¬ 
out Charge. 

fc " t ° r! ' fr ° m ”***>&*» 
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' The Uth, No provisions, except exceeding one thousand 
dollars, to pay customs. 

And by (he i jth. I hat in all questions ol wrongs and injuries 
done to the English Nation, justice be rendered without delay 
or exorbitant charge." 1 * 

iN / neIeen J, ° ints, ‘ delivered by Roe for ratification on 
20th March, [6r6 A.D. are given below, Suffice it to say that 
charges were made in them bv Jehangir before issuing the 
firman. 

1. rhaE there be perpetual peace and amity- between the 
King of Great Britain and his Indian Majesty, 

11 H. That the subjects of England have free trade in all 
ports of India. 

'Hi, That the governors of all ports publish this agree¬ 
ment three times, upon the arrival .,f anv English 
ships. s 

1\ T Imt the merchants anti their servants shall not be 
searched or ill-used. 

"}f. no presents sent to the Mogul shall be opened. 

VI. i hat the English goods shall not be stopped above 
twenty-four hours at the Custom House, only to be 
there sealed, and sent to the merchants' house, there 
opeTiec ' and raTed within six days after. 

V 11, 1 hat no governor shall take any goods by force, but 
upon payment at the owner’s price ; nor any taken 
upon pretence of the King’s service, 

"VIII. That the merchants shall not be hindered selling their 
goods to whom they please, or sending them to other 
factories, and this without paying any other dutv than 
what h paid at the port. 

IX. fliat whatsoever goods the English buy in anv jjart 
td the Mogul s dominions, they may send down «i 
the ports, without paying any duty more than shall be 
agreed on at the port at shipping them ; and this 
without hindrance or molestation, 

‘ X. That no goods brought to any port shall be again 
opened, the English shewing a certificate of u\ ieir 
numbers, equalities, and conditions, from the gover¬ 
nor nr officers of the place where they were bought. 


,J '‘Historical Fragment of the Mogul Empire” by Crnic Robert, 
PP J3S-339. 
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' XL That uo confiscation shall be made of the goods or 
money of any English dying. 

‘XII Thai no custom |>e demanded for provisions during 
the stay of English ships at any port . 

"XU I. That the merchants’ servants, whether English (or) 
Indians, shall nnt be punished or beaten for doing their 
duty, 

XIV . I hat the Mogul shall punish any governor or officer 

for breach of any of these articles. 

XV . That the English ships shall suffer all others to pass 
anti repass freely to the Mogul's ports, except their 
enemies ; and that the English ashore shall behave 
themselves civilly as merchants. 

XV I , rhat they shall yearly furnish the Mogul with all 

f L F *, t ,’ e ? f^tn Europe, and all other such Lhings :is he 
^halj desire, at reasonable prices, 

NV Jl The English to pay the duty of three and a half pei 
cent, for goods reasonably rated ; and two per cent 
* or pieces of eight ; and no other duty elsewhere. 

XV HE That the English shall be ready to assist the Mogul 
against all his enemies. 



Shnh Julian, ’'The XidoMJon oj the Moguls." 4 * 

‘‘It was in Shah Jahan's reign that the Mogul empire reach¬ 
ed its climax of external magnificence......{{ ut 

was 3 despot, ruling with no system effectivelv organised for 
controlling the abuses, the corruption, and the’ tyranny of his 
subordinates......—., .Cummerce and agriculture were over¬ 
burdened with capricious exactions, and depressed by the gene* 
rui insecurity of all property. The wealth ol the whole country 
sucked in from all parts of the empire to the gre r -u cities 
?hiit n ere the centres of Government, to provide for the main- 
tenancy of a huge army, to defray the cost of the imperial build- 
ing^, and to supply a vast outlay on the ■nimptuoiii tistablish- 


11 Historical Fragments of the Mogul Empire'’ bv Orrnc Robert 
PP A&7-3W (foot-note;. 

** “H'story or the Mogul Dynast) m India" by Father i-’ranooii, 
Catron, p. rga. 
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ments of the official nobility and on the horde of adventurers and 
parasites by whom the Court was infested/' •> 

Shah Jahan's reign was brilliant but it was of that type of 
brilliancy which precedes the final flare-up of a flame.' Two 
causes contributed to the misery of the people over whom Shah 
jEthan reigned. One was "the forward policy" which his soil 
Aurangzeb vigorously* followed in the Oeccaii and the other 
was the building mania of Shah jahan. 

Fur the first time we notice in Shall Jahan those pro-Islam and 
and-Hindu feelings which were soon to destroy (he Empire. 
I'at her brands Catron was in the wrong when he compared 
Shah Jahan to Solomon. A man not dazzled hv the external 
glamour of Shah Jahan *s reign could easily see the various dark 
patches increasing in number and in area, forming a sort of a 
background to the fast decaying glory of the Moguls. One can 
understand "the forward policy” as aiming at territorial aggran¬ 
disement. One can understand the building mania of the Mo¬ 
guls which reached its zenith in the reign of Shah Jahan, for 
aesthetic perception and fanaticism encouraged them to com me 
morale: their name in marble. "It should." however, be under¬ 
stood that an intense fanaticism led them to lavish upon gorgeous 
mosques the wealth plundered from heathen temples. The in¬ 
junctions of the Koran caused a vast expenditure upon tombs; 
hence the resting-place of the dead is peculiarly dear to the Mo¬ 
hammedan, and is exhibited in this age as well as hv the remains 
of past centuries. \V hether in the care bestowed upon the tur- 
baned tombs of Smyrna ami Stamboul, or in the costly tombs 
reared for their deceased relatives by modern princes, the Mo¬ 
hammedans prove their veneration for their beloved dead In the 
crisis .it his rum, the heir of the fallen house of Oude built in 
1^58 a beautiful tomb ;ti Paris, in the picturesque burial-ground 
of Pere-La-Chaise, for his mother 

"The pride of power, as well as religious and filial piety, ori¬ 
ginated many of the great structures of Mohammedan India 
The palatial glories of Ghizni, Delhi, Agra, and Lucknow, had 
rheir origin in the towering ambition and love of domestic splen¬ 
dour characteristic of Mohammedan Kings and conquerors. The 
means for executing the vast and brilliant works which were ac¬ 
complished in the Mohammedan ages of India, were found in 


il “The Cambridge Modern History Series*’, Vot. VJ. p. 5*0. 
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the oppressive taxation or plunder of the people." 11 But one can¬ 
not understand the anti-Hindu feelings of Shah jahan who was 
three-fourths Hindu and one-fourth Mohammedan. 

The British people in India can draw some morals for their 
own guidance from the reign of Shah jahan. 

First, the quick dethronement of ancient princes like Nabha 
and Indore smacks of "the forward policy" of Aurangzeb, The 
Government of I nriia may have been absolutely in the right, as 
we believe they were specially in the case of Indore, but the pub¬ 
lic does not know of 'the wheels within wheels" moving be¬ 
hind the scene. 1 hey being an alien Government, an uncharit¬ 
able construction is put by the people on the dose watch set 
over die allies of His Majesty, the Emperor of India, A policy 
of caution and conciliation would go a long way in easing the 
tense situation occasionally created by a finnan from Simla. 

Second, the love of display and .the unproductive building 
enterprises that were the two common features of Shah jahan's 
retgn characterise many of the activities of the British in India 
to-day. Hie construction of New Delhi ranks in importance 
with Ak bar's const ruction of Fatehpur-Sikri,—both being use¬ 
less and unwarranted by the state of the times. The construc¬ 
tion of the Council Hall in Lucknow and of various other costly 
and ornamental buildings throughout India tells the same tale. 
One should he on one's guard, for, it needs no effort to go down 
the path of luxury till the nadir is reached. 

And, third, every attempt should be made to keep out of 
religions questions. Any favour shown to any religion at this 
time of mutual misunderstanding between the Hindus and the 
Mohammedans may cause a conflagration, the extent of which 
no one can foresee. Unfortunately, the country has become 
a cockpit for Religious fanatics who are fighting for the garbage 
accumulated in it since archaic days. A policy of strict imparti¬ 
ality rigidly followed would pay immensely. 

Atttangseb, the last of the Great Moguls, 

"It is well-known that Aurangzeb used the mask of religious 

austerity, amongst his other means of acquiring the throne_- 

--he determined to enforce tile conversion of the Hindus 

throughout his empire by the severest penalties, and even threat¬ 
ened the sword ; as if the blood of his subjects were to wash 


11 "History of (ho British Empire in India and the Fast" by Dr, Ko- 
]Jin, Div, TV, p. 71 *. 
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auav the stains, with which he was imbrued by the blood of hi> 

famil y... ..."The religious 

vexation continued:. Labour left the field, and industry the loom ; 
until the decrease of the revenues drew representations from the 
governors of the provinces; which induced Aurangzebe to sub¬ 
stitute a capitation tax, as the balance of the account between 
the two religions. It was laid with heavy disproportion on the 
lower orders of Hindus, which compose the multitude ; inso¬ 
much, that the produce, if we understand the account, would 
have amounted to half the ancient revenue, few, nevertheless, 
bartered their faith for the exemption, and thousands perished 
under the oppression. (Year 1679 A.D,)' l> Aurang^eb sold 
the possessions of his ancestors in order to satisfy the false crav¬ 
ings of his soul. People were harassed and jjersecvited, trade 
contracted and his "forward policy" in the Deccan was vigor¬ 
ously pushed by him in person. 

"At the time Aurangzebe deposed his father, Shah Jeharc, 
condemning him to lifelong captivity, the dominions were com¬ 
paratively well-governed, and had the former, a man of unques¬ 
tioned ability, set himself to consolidate the empire into a homo¬ 
geneous whole it might have kept together. But he s[iem his 
time tn overrunning and spreading desolation and ruin amongst 
neighbouring independent states regardless of the internal decay 
which was sapping the very heart of his empire.' 

But what cared Aurang^eb for an empire hounded by Time 
and Space when he was laying the foundations of a new em¬ 
pire in Heaven ? Aurangzeb was a crafty man and knew how to 
mask his feelings. After he succeeded in imprisoning his fa¬ 
ther and destroying his brothers, he requested his captive father 
to give him some precious stones which he had in ms keeping 
and which he needed for completing the ornamentation of the 
peacock throne. "Let him govern with more justice" said 
Shah Jahan : "for equity and clemency are the only jewels that 
can adorn a throne. I am weary of his avarice. Let me hear 
no more of precious stones. The hammers are ready which will 
pulverise them should he importune me for them again."” 
Aurangftfib treated this answer with great coldness, and replied, 
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' Thai to offend the emperor was far from being the intention of 
his dutiful son. ' Let Shah Johan keep the jewels,’* said lie; 

naj, more lei him command all those of Aunangzeb. His 
amusements constitute a, portion of the happiness of his sfin/’i) 

Aurangzeb was a puritan. Atiy kind of show was, according 
tc him, against Goth He carried this idea t<> such an extent 
that in 1674 he forbade the use of cochineal in the dyeing of 
garments, as too splendid a colour for the sanctity of it Mahoine- 
ifan, f -’ One question of Socio-economic importance, namely the 
position of FnkeeTs (holy men) in India during the Moguls' has 
not been touched upon in the previous books and is brought 
in here for two reasons. First, because Aumngzeb rose out of 
(heir rank. Previous to his phenomenal rise to the throne of 
Delhi, he posed as ;i Fnkeer (hntv man who lives bv begging! 
and thus successfully dujieti bis brothers. And second,' the 
rakeer problem is as important to-day it was then. 

Gathering strength as one era merges into the other and delv¬ 
ing all accepted canons of civilised societies, these locusts feed 
<m and destroy what others labour to produce. Neither the 
Guyemmeju which tolerates nor the people who encourage these 
professional bestirs can claim to be called civilised. The proi> 
lem was an acute one then as the following report conveys : 

'V:.. lhe paki f*s or Holy Men, abstracted from thn 

world, and resigned to God....."Most of these 

are vagabonds, and are the Pest of the Nation thev live in.. 

"*.They profess poverty, but make all things their own where 

they come j all the heat of the Day they idle it under some shady 
nee. at night they come in Troops, armed with a great Pole, 
a J/trcM (pointed iron rod) or Peacock's Tail, and a Wallet. 
more like Plunderers than Beggars ; they go into the Market, or 
Shopkeepers, and force an Aims, none of them return¬ 
ing without his share : Some of them pass the bounds of a mo¬ 
dest Request, and bawl out in the Open Streets for an hundred 

Rupees, and nothing less will satisfy ihe.se... 

. .-.--that they are almost become formidable to the citi¬ 
zens, nor is the Governor powerful enough to correct their In¬ 
solences. For lately setting on 3 Nobleman of the Moors, 
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when his kindred came to demand Justice, they unanimouslv 
arose in defence of the Aggressor, and rescued him from his 
deserved Punishment. "U We find a foot-note lNo. t, page 
241) to the above which runs as follows ; The insolence of these 
Faqirs was touch greater under the native government than at 
the present day." 

The foot-note makes it dear that "die insolence of these 
Faqifs'' lias not been rooted out by the strong hand of the civi- 
|ised Government of India. The beggars have considerably 
increased in numlier. They are somewhere about six million 
in round figures and the amount of wealth rhai they destroy at 
a modest rate of eight annas a day would amount to more than 
seventy million pounds sterling a year I 

A tilled to this colossal waste of national wealth is the other, 
the greater one, the moral asfvect of the lieggar problem. They 
considerably lower the moral tone of the nation. As a carrier 
of germs—both physical and moral—the army of beggars is 
unique ! To end this national evil, a bold progressive policy 
should lie followed, The Government that successfully tackled 
the .Suffer evil need nor be afraid of these human pests who must 
he eliminated in order to irev humanity in India. The heights 
which this evil reached during the reign of Aurangzeb is very 

well brought out by the following : "..... , of this Order 

l Fakir) are many the most Dissolute, Licentious, and Prophanr 
Persons in the Work I. Committing Buggery, will be Drunk 
with Bang (intoxicating hemp), and Curse God and Mahomet; 
depending on the Toleration the Mogul lAurangzeb) indulges 
them with, having been one himself in the time of the Contest 

among his Brethren..these People Beg up and down 

like our Bedlams with an Horn and Bowl, so that they enter an 
House, take what likes them, even the Woman of the House ; 
and when they have plaid their mad Pranks, away they go to 
repeat them elsewhere. Under this Disguise manv pass as Spies 
up and down, and reap the best intelligence for the benefit of the 
Prince that Employs them.''*■ 

"With Aurangzebe the glory of the Moguls may be said in 
have departed. He was the last of the Great Moguls ; and 
whatever the splendour of his career, it was equalled by his guilt r 
in his sire and King, treacherous, unftltal, and disloyal : to his 
brothers, deceitful and unnatural, ambitious tyrannical, and tin- 
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scrupulous, his name and life are stains upon the reputation of 
Mohammedan India.’*i> 

The fiercest robber of the Mahrattas was in many' things 
more to be commended than Aurangzebe, The code of milium 
honour that prevailed among that rude and low caste people 
was much higher than what was practised or acknowledged ai 
the Court and camp «f the emperor. The people of all classes 
grn am*(i brneatb dm sway of the most glorious of the Moguls "<l 
l he death ot Aurangzeb in 1707 brought into the field his sons 
o crooest for the throne of India. And if also opened the way 
or the English and the French to carve out for themselves an 
empire m India, 

F rom the reign of Aurangzeb we learn two lessons of great 
importance * the first is the validity of the old saving "Trust 
begeu 1 rust and the second is the desirability of the ruling 
power resisting the temptation of 'playing off’ different religious 
groups against each nther by lending its weight to one w the 
other group in order to maintain ’the balance of power.' Much 
mischief lias already been done by the policy of ‘mutual mis- 

^rt ng in The ott . s P fl "ff of sucfl ^ unnatural policy has 
“*** ™ * ^ Co-operation Movement which considerably im¬ 
poverished the National life of India. What India needs 10- 
i > am1 * h:iL ,iie , Government should foster is Co-operation 
between the people and the Government. But co-operation 
pre supposes mutuality of interests. Therefore, trust, which is 
based on the annihilation of suspicion, should be the link between 
Lhe people? and ihe Government. 

3 of r rhe f >olitical programme has come into 
tht held of practical pnimes very recently. The temptation to 
use it as a ever against one or the other group is very great 
Bui it must be borne in mind that this temptation is fraught with 

PY CVt * Xo fix the extent to which damage may 

he done if the evil is not nipped in the bud. 

Their Government. 

Tim vast extent of the Empire and the lack of means of com- 
mum cat ion and transportation confined the influence of the Em* 
peror, however autocratic, to the parts near the Capital. In 

TIT'S? ^ m P ,re influence was family fell, 

nc logo. Kings in India enjoyed greater powers than the 
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Sultans of Turkey 01 the Shahs of I'ersia, fn India they could 
flout and they did flout the opinion of Ulentas (religious heads 
of Islam), because by so doing they would onlv estrange the 
sympathies of a small class of orthodox Mohammedans but gain 
the loyalty of the vast Hindu population and also of the unortho¬ 
dox Mohammedans, Not so in 1 urkey or Persia, where they 
had to bow down to the rulings of Vhnias. The other powers 
that rhe Moguls enjoyed, namely, complete control over the 
lives and property and prospects of their -ubje Ls, made them 
responsible only to their own whims and fancies. 

‘The combined result of ail these facts and circumstances was 
an inordinate centralisation of authority at the Capitals, where¬ 
by the whole fabric became unstable and top-heavy : so that when 
this supreme authority passed into feeble hands, the Empire, loos¬ 
ened by internal revolt and battered by foreign enemies, toppled 
Over into irremediable collapse."n 

The whole Empire was divided into a number of provinces 
which were placed under Subcdars also tailed Nabobs. Under 
the Nabob were the Phoujttar (Commander-in-chief), Divan 
(Judge in civil matters), Bakshi (paymaster of the troops), A nml- 
dur (manager of expenses, which must have been a highly remu¬ 
nerative office), HavSdat (Superintendent of a village), and the 
Coze t' (Mohammedan judge in ecclesiastical matters). 

The^ gradation of the offices and their classification were ade¬ 
quate for those times, but the uncertainty of tenure was so great 
that everybody used to follow the extremely injurious policy of 
'making hay while the sun shines, 1 "A newly appointed Nabob 
set our from Delhi, riding with his back turned to the head of 
his elephant: his attendants asked him the reason of that un¬ 
customary posture ; he said that he was looking out for bis 
successor. *'«) 

No wonder we learn that “The Havffdar plunders rhe vil¬ 
lage, urn! is himself Jleered by the Zemindar , the Zemindar bv 

the Phousdar; the Phousdat by the Nabob or his Duav .’ 

and the Nabob compounds on the best terms he can make with 
the throne, 3 * In Aurangzefo's reign the official machinery came 
to a sudden stop because of his extreme distrust of all human 
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beings. He could not trust anybody and thus the officers ritd. 
not know how to carry on their work. Auraagzeb hit upon a 
new plan. He allowed the officers to go out to the distant 
pans of the Empire to carry on their work provider) they kept 
their wives and children in the capital ns a security for their gory] 
and faithful conduct. 

...Auren Zeeh ; who Governs by this Maxim. To 

Create as many Qmbrahs, or Xobles, om of the Moguls or Per¬ 
sian Foreigners, as may be fairly entrusted, but always w ith this 
Policy, to remove them to remote Charges from that where 
their jageah [Jagir is Sand grant), or Annuity arises; as not 
thinking it fit to trust Lhem with Forces or Money in their allot¬ 
ted: Principalities, lest they should be tempted to unyoke them¬ 
selves, and sfip their Neck from the Servitude imposed on them : 
for which purpose their Wives and Children are left as Pledges 
at Court, while they follow the Wars nr are Administering in Ci¬ 
ties nr Provinces . from whence when they return. the} have no¬ 
shing they can call their own, only what they have Cheated by 
false Musters and a hard Hand over both Soldiers and People ; 
which many times too, w hen manifest, they are forced to return to 
the King, though not restore to the Oppressed ; for all Money , as 
well as goods and Lands are properly his, if he call for them!" 1 ' 

When such was the condition of the Kings and their officers,- 
ft is but natural to conclude that the subjects groaned under 
the weight of hardships which they could neither understand 
nor remove. The condition of labour was pitiable. ‘'The 
mechanitk or artificer will work only to the measure of bis 
necessities. He dreads to be distinguished. If he becomes 
loo noted for having acquired a little more money' than others 
nf his craft, that will be taken from him. If conspicuous for 
the excellence of his skill, he is seized upon by some person in 
authority, and obliged ro work for him nighi and day, on much 
harder terms than bis usual labour acquired when at liberty 
Not only would a rich artificer be prosecuted but anybody 
who got a reputation for being rich would see trouble brewing. 
It was a crime to be rich unless well protected in the Court, 
There is another thing above all the rest an unpardonable 
offence; for a Banyan or Rith Broker to grow Wealthy with¬ 
out Protection of some Great Person \ for if is so mighty a Dis- 
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quiet to the Governor, that he can never be at ease till he 
have seen the bottom of this Mischief; which is always cured 
by Transfusion of Treasure out of the Banyans into the Gov* 
ernor's Coffers : Which makes them become humble Suiters 
for the Umbrage of any of Qualhv, to skreen them front this 
Violence. M| > 

Despotism of this kind could not tlourish long and it was 
one of the important causes responsible for the collapse of the 
House of Tamerlane. How truly it is said. "Under a despo¬ 
tic monarch, while the liberty and life of the subject are con¬ 
stantly exposed to (Linger, ihe crown totters on the head of the 
monarch : he who is the most absolute is frequently the least 
secure ; and the annals of Turkey , of Persia, and of the M ahom- 
medan Conquerors of Hindustan, teem with tragic stories of 
dethroned and murdered princes." (History of Hindustan 

Tlreit Ttude it ad Banking. 

The South Arabians, Phoenicians. Venetians, Genoese, 
Turk, Portuguese, Dutch, English and French, wave after 
wave touched the shores of India in order to gaze on her superb 
wealth and bring back to their countries what wealth they could 
by way of trade. The Romans looked down upon trade in 

merchandise and their greatest trade was war. ' .. 

the first authentic sea trade with India was cliat maintained by 
the fleets of Solomon and Hi nun. whose ship captains, accord¬ 
ing to Hunter (Imperial Gazetteer), not only brought Indian 
apes, peacocks and sandal wood to Palestine ; they also brought 
their .Sausfcrif names.’ 

1 low the Portuguese were crushed by the Dutch, the Dutch 
by Clive in 1758 in the Battle of Chinsura, and the French in 
1757 in the historic field of Flassey form* an important ponion 
of Modern History. The English were thus left free of the 
foreign interlopers.' They Ijegitn to strengthen their position 
with a view to guarding themselves against the chaos that set 
in after the death of Aurangzeb. 

I he decay of the Empire after .-Wangzeb is very clearly de¬ 
picted in the following lines : "This was no organised struggle 

1> 'East India anti E’ersin" by Dr. Fryer (VoL 1). p, 546- 

ai “History of tlw British Empire in India and Uit East” by Dr. 
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°{ race against race or creed against creed ; it was the break-up 
of a loosely knit mighty empire, For Mussulman fought 
agaimi Mtmaltwm, Hindu against Hindu, and each against the 
other; Afghan warred with Mogul, Mogul with Rajput; anti 
the Mahraltas against all. And the Pinion. Dacoic arid Thu* 
pursued unchecked their murderous and thieving avocations in 
liroai! daylight. The peasant went armed to his plough, the 
shepherd with hiK flock, Peace and safety were non-exist- 
cm. So both internal and external conditions favoured the 
arms of the Company and ‘‘in the words of an old Rajput Prince 
m Conversation with a British Official in tfJo 4 (allmliny to a 
kind of melon which bursts asunder when ripe), 'you sWned 
10 at _a lucky rime ; the fi’foot was ripe, and you had only to 
take it Lit by bit. »> 1 

The Empire so got has been extended, consolidated, and 
developed b\ the completion of the Suez Canal. What Hkiorv 
uoul'l have recorded to-day had Ptolemy Philadelphia, two 
and a half centuries before the Christian era, not given up the 
scheme oj tne Sue^ Canal on the ground of inundations is diffi¬ 
cult Em say. I he Moguls had good ships, but they were at the 
inercv of the Portuguese. As Tong as a license was not obtain¬ 
ed, they had no freedom of movement. "Texcira affirms, 
chat rhe Mogul s ships carry greater Burdens titan those of 

Lurope.They use neither the Compass nor Ouad- 

ram, but bad from India to Persia, Ba^ora. Mucha, Mozam- 
hick Mombas, Sumatra, Macassar, anrl other Places, onelv 
jy the help of the North-Star, and the Rising and Set tin a <)f 
the Sun/ *J ^ 

I he import and export trade was also handicapped by the 
dishonest Custom House officers who for thdr 
obstacles in the TO of movement of goods. 

Custom House of Surat, Fryer says "(it) has 
where die Chief Customer appears certain horn's 
is, to mark Goods outward-bound, and dear those received in : 

U pon any suspicion of default lie lias a Black-Guard that bv a 
f r’ " d ’ 3 Whip, extorts Confession : There is an¬ 

other hangs up at the daily Waiters, or Meerbar's (harbour¬ 
master) C/uudfry Jptaoe), by the Landing-place, as a terror to 
make them pay Caesar his due ; the Punishment, if detected. 


own gam put 
Describing the 
a good Front, 
to Chop, that 
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being only Corporal* not confiscation of Goods : This Place 
is tilled with Publicans, Waiters ami Porters, who are always 
at the Receipt of Custom, but are a little too tardv sometimes 
in the delivery of Goods, making the Merchant dance attend¬ 
ance, till a right understanding Jt>e created betwixt the Sfaiw- 
/junder (Lord of the haven) and them, which commonly fol¬ 
lows when the Fist is mollified. “ (1 

Describing the trade Between Mecca and India. \ art hem a 
says, "From India Major there come a great many jewels and 

all sorts of spices,.. ....-... ; anil there also comes from India 

Major p from a city called Banach el! a (Bengal), a very large 
quantity of stuffs of cotton and of silk, so that in this'city is 
earned on a very extensive traffic of merchandize, that is. of 
jewels, spices of every kind in abundance, cotton in large quan¬ 
tities, wax and odoriferous substances in the greatest abund¬ 
ance. *1 

I he artisans were reputed to be very clever in their work. 
The goods Lhat they made were in great demand both in the 
country and outside. 1 ‘The Handicrafts Men of this Countrey, 
though naturally lazy, follow their Employments very close, 
being either forc'd thereto by necessity, or otherwise; and 
make carpets Embroideries, Cloth of Gold and Silver, and 
:U! manner of Silk and Cotton Stuffs. and Linnen, which is 
worn in the Countrey, and transported to other Places. 

I he extreme fineness of the doth was due to many causes, 
chief among which were : First, a strong demand for hmh 
class cotton and silk goods made by the King, his grandees, 
ami other rich people; Second, hereditary occupation; and 
Third, 'Sensibility and pliant ness of the whole frame* of Indians. 
In this connection the following is very interesting and 
instructive : The hand of an 1 ndi&n cook-wench shall be more 
delicate than that of an European beauty : the skin ami fea¬ 
tures of a porter shall be softer than those of a professed petit 
mattre. 

“The women wind off the raw silk from the pod of the 
worm. A single pod of raw silk is divided into twenty 
different degrees of fineness; and so exquisite is the feeling of 
these women, that whilst the thread is running through their 
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fingers so swiftly that their eye can be of no assistance, they 
will break it off exactly as the assortments diange, at once 
from the first to the twentieth, from the 19th to the second 

“.that the tools which they (the Indians) use are 

as simple and plain as they can be imagined to be. The rigid, 
clumsy' fingers of an European would scarcely be able to make 
a piece of canvas, with the instruments which are all that an 
Indian employ's in making a piece of cambric, " 1 11 

Y arthema describes the bankers and money changers of Cali¬ 
cut. (The same system which prevailed in Mogul India pre¬ 
vails even to-day in British India. The system of sale and pur¬ 
chase described by him is still the common practice to-day in 
Bombay, specially in the case of marketing pearls). Savs he. 

The money-changers and bankers of Calicut have some weights 
that is balances, which arc S© small that the hox in which they 
stand and the weights together do not weigh half an ounce ; 
and they are so true that they will turn by .1 hair of the head 
And when they wish to test any piece of gold, they have carats 
of gold as we have ; and they have the touchstone like us. And 
they test after our manner. When the touchstone is full of 
gold, they have a ball, of a certain composition which resembles 
wax, anti with this ball, when they wish to see if the gold be 
good or poor, they press on the touchstone and take away some 
gold from the said touchstone, and then (hev see in the bill 

the goodness of the gold.....Ami when that ball is full 

of gold they inch it. and take out nil the gold which they have 
tested by the touchstone. The said money-changers are ex¬ 
tremely acute in their business. The merchants have this cus¬ 
tom when they wish to sell or to purchase their merchandise, 
that is, wholesale ,— I bey always sell by the hands of the Cor 
to/ or of tlie Leila, that is, of the broker. And when the pur¬ 
chaser and the seller wish to make an agreement, they all 
stand in a circle, and the Conor takes a doth and holds it there 
openly with one hand, and with the other hand he takes the 
right, hand of the seller, that is, the two fingers next r< • the 
thumb, and then he covers with the said doth his hand and 
that of the seller, and touching each other with these two fingers, 
they count from one ducat up to one hundred thousand secretly, 
without saying 1 will have sc> much" or "so much". But in mere¬ 
ly touching the joints of the fingers they understand the price 

1) ”Hir-Hu-LL,i! Fragments of the Mogi.it Empire’* fjy Ornie Kobtrl, 
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and say : ‘Yes 4 or 'No 1 , Anil the Curltu answers ‘No’ or 
‘Yes' And when the Cortor has understood the will of the 
seller, he goes to the buyer with the said doth, and takes his 
hand in die manner above mentioned, and by the said touching 
he tells him ht k wants so much. The buyer takes the linger 
of the Coitor, ami by the said touches says to him : ‘l will give 
him so much. 1 And in this manner they* fix the price. J I the 
merchandise about which they treat be spices, they deal by 

the fwJicrr (300 lbs 1. . ...if they be stuffs, they deal by 

curio (Kauri equals a score), and in like manner if they be 
jewels.............. ."H 

The currency of die country, though of very pure metal, 
suffered from frequent iluctuations which caused great hardship 
to traders. ' The Money of this Countrey doth not always 
bear one price, but rises and falls very often, according to the 
Exchange, in which many Bunins (dealers in money) drive a 
vast Trade to their great advantage, for they buy all the Gold 
and Silver upon the coming of the English, Dutch, anil other 
European Ships, anti the Moor's Vessels from Aden and Per¬ 
sia, when commonly they are at the lowest, and afterwards raise 
the Money when any quantity is to b<* sent up to the places 
lying up in the Cumitrcy. ’ ‘-^Commerce in its widest aspect 
was never encouraged by theTRoguis. They limited their at¬ 
tention to agriculture and ignored large scale production, and 
distribution. “As agriculture is the foundation, so are manu¬ 
factures and fisheries the pillars, and navigation the wings, of 
Commerce. 5)1 In this sense. Commerce has only been under¬ 
stood by the English and applied to India to the great material 
prosperity of hoth countries, India and England. 

The dazzling brilliance of the Moguls and their great dis¬ 
play of brilliants and pearls were rendered possible by the sweat 
and tears of the starving millions. Many suffered silently so 
that the fen might have the best of life. ' The whole policy of 
the Government was based on this practice; , 
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AkUar'sfregueniJy commenced tints r "jibl-ud-din 
hihtMiimari Abhor. Padshah, Ghad, son of Humayuu Padshah 

■?,! Al K ot LW Shaikh Mirra, son of SuJ- 

Af>t. 5wirJ. son of Sultan Muhammad Mirra, Mm of Mi ran 

Ah ; ■' ' f iT- ¥? b 0“™- Thi. ahows that 

UtMf was eighth m descent from Tamerlane, The heading 

LlndT hZi* * 0 "} d ,^! n iUS ° <1 partiwlar style of cniigraphv) 
“ HL* lh * H-ouhl be m the (round 

”** **« t>-* ~ *• righM—»=i<k <* 

Akbar, hfcc die other Moguls, adopted a very pompous stile 

I h t fl Wn '"l K T fct S“* Tht rf tic letter sent 

km to th «“ V ictjroy ol Goa is given below : 

., V* message of the great Lord of the law of Mahomet, 
high and mighty Kmg, slayer or hostile Kings, to 
w,tom the? Great pay homage, whose dignity is unsurpassed, 
w o is exalted above other Kings, and whose government 

'vWrm WriC< thrnufihfHft lhc unr|d - *o Ayres de Salrbiqua 

Meeting with favour and grace :ii the hands of [hr 
Kmg of Kings, honoured and privileged by him, knmv 

At the th^f* of the letter was put down "The pih day of 
Fannub of to*! of the forty‘sixth year of the era.’***' In 
«be body of the letter. Akbar styles our Court'•« ^ « thc fu ,_ 
crum of the world.' nr mr 


appkndix-b. 


.Sfi/iy Sotts on The English Trade tinting the Moguls, 

It was the grasping policy of the merchants of this latter 
nation Hhe rittchl in raising the price of pepper from three to 


1 KX **' *<"* ‘hr jt-niis by c. H. Parnc. pp i. 5 -u 7 . 

>*ut!i March (Faimutf) 155^— Ellahi tra br^an. 

* "Akbar Arif ihr Jewuti*- by f. H Poyiiti. p. 1 r5 
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Si* and eight shillings |>cr pound Bhe t ost tn India iwh to 

liner petite), which actually led 10 the- formation of thr British 
East I hdia Compam*."*) 

"Before tile estaHtthmirat <>l thr East India Company, the 
tttain biuret- of supply was Antw«p, Here more than ;o,ooo 
persons are said t'* have been employed In the English mrr- 
ttobk/** 1 The following figures show the great difference be* 
tween the prices of Indian Contra ncUtvc^ in Indi.i and in Eng¬ 
land. The prices refer to ihr year ffiJO A. I'). 

Fepjntr in England Sd, a'lb, .,nd in thr Ea*t jkt » |h 

Qoves M fth . 

Nutmegs „ as. 6d. r , 

II 1,1 I, |. ,) ( 

( Calictte* »a. a piece „ „ ., 78. a piece 

refi(H.‘t alone to the value of £700.000 was imported inlet 
England in 1613* nine-tenths of which was exported within 
rwelvr rrninths "*> The freight was very low arm yet the dis¬ 
crepancy in prices wits so great I This was due to the mono, 
jytly price that the traders were changing. In 16&5-16&6, 

—.|Ni»sengers from London to St. Helena paid 

£0 mrh, and to India /.8 : and ibut surgeons were paid ‘head 
nWflry at and 3s. per passenger."** From i£&8 onward 
artificers wore sent from England to teadi the Indians how to 
mamdaiTure goods for the European markets This rand- 
derahly increased the export of mamifticturcil goods from fntlm, 


j|d a |h. 

r ip k 

4d. .1 11 

.1 .. 

8. a piece 
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X ] u ’V; 'r 0M,if ,lv ' nkbIe <«> nit iwbiic i» tht p. tZ.r ,: 

5 * 2 ? :^! hr f*Jv* **»** *** *■««» i'ti hi. u£nX 

SSl^ffiSgS 5*2r at,a " U ^ , r ****" 1 ? ^ t»P* intereai in U« 

If £ If f ""Jrt 1 "' * rilm * e ,}.*«] httoce,* 

! hit .'tiflbkd him io obtain qniefc imd imtbfuj infamwtiou t -( 

»• tf pr.Hrminen(ly . ■gSR3523£ 

oa. dug curt cif a boat of writing n,id ,W!j ^pmdarev th™. Ac /* 

f ^ is a monument of painty tig mdu&fty and a uto,*, 

W-f-ai.d inf^tu,,, The Empire and the Imperial SuSSiJSZ, 
heltTIm? 1 t». < - , ™S eft ' lHr ‘"W*""* splendour, the prattles .„d 

llfldr Xr r* !H **** >*»de -to U l e>. Ht* Article „f 

g£ , ,he " duct ion, the festival* end .cMHtnih ,,i the 

" i* lr and (pastime* rfthr rich, the purum* of Ik* common 

T: 'j T" | ftU< ’ ?*” " lljJlu,tc,leaiv{ dviA ' 1 whlrli niiikr Ik florin 

Jfjj* C,,dlirf «e<J rt ifi * complete t ijLXftttcr of .Sdwngir\ 

. CibW «I* I’wwrt*.—A rare. 4Mb work 

hm^SSSS& r r*:?;i: l, Vai!■■—-■ ^-r. 

KS:Kta 

««ti™ Ac in Hhr!;;:^^ r ^ w,thi ' T,,rT -***”> m Jdlt Sou 

HA tttlimhh Vnntrlboltm. to tbo -jarl v 
Jv If 1 : WreduiHou anti mitii an- cxi^Mem." 

^adlnfa rf ^j £rnS£ry?‘" ' U> ^ d «" ! ■«*; mofat ■(««■, | n 

«• <—1*"»fw»«®S«S3ag! , ”* d ” *•**■ 


STUDIES IN INDIAN PAINTING 

A SURVEY OF INDIAN PAINTING 
FROM TUB COMMENCEMENT OF TUB VH 
CENTURY TO CIRCA tS 70 A.D, 

BY 

NAN ALAI. CHAM AX LAX MEHTA, t.C.S. 

WITH ii GORGEOUS M ATES IN' COLOUR AND NUMEROUS 
HALFTONE ILLUSTRATIONS 
Suw: Il| X 9 i ' r Cloth BmmtS. Price: R&, £6, 

CONTENTS: I- THE FALLAVA FRESCOES OF SHTANNA- 
VASALi tl. SECLLAR PAINTING IN Gt JARAT-XV CENTURY: 
IN. SOME JAIPUR PICTURES: IV. A NOTE ON THE BUNDRLa 
SCHOOL OF PAINTING: V. THE COURT-ART OF TRHRJ. 
GAttHWAl; VI. A PICTURE BY ABUL HASAN NAOIQ-UZ- 
/AMAS: VII. A PAINTED EPISTLE BY USTAD SALI-VAHANA 
VIU. SOME FLORAL STUDIES: IX. NOTES ON PLATES, 

SOIH* Ojjj 11POILA ! - 

■ ff‘ tl«r*Ur ' - 'I'HfilW i- vii la- urn certkltil> rut (Red U, Oic- 
for thn admirable style in which tlld Wfc is reduced, anil [ couuti ntnlala thou, 

«*" . .'Jrupltl,- vbrres* Y Ulrrir «ttanfrf to prove Hist * hoot of Ihit fcmil ran 

1)1- fii'OlJOL'oiJ s* wall to I ml in n* in. EiirofH . I tin o.il hint* , nJ - booit nhirh hi* 
reproduced itwt aneeeafully thn airline .-clour inn of Indian MlciDturn pnliu- 

Auu r,) -. " 1 l.nrc read Hi,, Wk mill intOKSl and profit, And *o. 

... itt purrliaio for this department, An firvv of t*wfc prtduiflion 

il Ti’rtf'i 1 !’! Ifreiit Credit nn nil i‘Otieenicd,... \ Ii 1 rulour rotirodtirtiojia seam tu n,r 
e*V client. 

Sir raosuti IK . fruftfif: *' It k 4 fine tfoluuio mul a ValLuibir owl rl button *<* 
Uio study to ullU’h it It dewtod. It fua* (fold? received a rradi arkeoit smtuie 
iuthnriller i'll tlli< subject in thra Wimlrf.' 1 

■n* PUm*ir; "TM* altncllr<, Winnc, vnralieiitly punted and HI unrated, 
ll worthy Of «w find* Hie render ionic iimr point* of vicar. It place* 

befftr-u him TTull-dl tftfllcd diitu mul fuel' of Iil-?u; ■- |cpdlti£ u\» to thn I'la^ni- 
jwind I Indian art and for the man* Ft it fcivu=: n/und ne» :im1 xnmX in threat 
Mjp tumplawi in colon* nml nvonnHironur, vf Hus different periodi nnd aobordt 6* 
linEirm hunting. Til. ^ rn ii lie nothin# bill r -rvlie for ihi: raJectinn of tta mb- 

foi iliaatruUmu Thu tutliur ba* -j vcfj kran *pf-rton of rdhtrr? 
nlnifrl a ml n -iovdo^uxl Critical faculty* Hfo Inn# ttnjs*! h iu-L td and diriTct and 
1 hu * m*fafalia the- frad^r i intitr^t and ffiw ■ ignr to bn |>or«(*ifciPi.’' 
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/ Aj f/ fmiUi r '‘Both author iitid pybliiberv of Utiis ma^niftoenUy 

pndurini work to fe* eo«j’rtitublcti # Iht fonw for fils rirhulmrly rpanfi 
"H* the Utter for 11 ivir very luudnbh- enterprist. V eh of great ftTltitk 
fiki mid utaortriuK i ater r-, l, L " 

Tht Sfattoct'*; “ A pfjfcJLliiid 'rouree of joy in i vrry Jauntr* Wi- liart xmj 
ii hi liar ^ork with in nuny o*jJtitircrt repfodncliDiia. T!tfapflrr-Lft]it^ Late. br l]i|* 
prodnctSoTi + rlmiT cUirn fn l>t JimonK lb*: fotomOfcS irt ntiblUlim ih 
India. 1 ' 

TA* rWffbabMMr: kA A valuable tituI liL^hly inUrreitin^ contributum In lbs 
JtCcEjitufp on Iciiiirtu Afl, . fhe In os|4ttT p which mi'lmlc IITusIrntjonk 

^f lOOTO among the mrrU timl finest rfcaJnpSca of Indian Alt aft flUptrbij 
reproduced, white the itiunochrimw JI[iulr.itHMth art of lii^h quality. Alio- 
^tker. bf/*h III matter util tyin. !hr: work mint rank di one of tli< lim'd. 

" pwMmllmu. *i t f L f liuied in India, ritaUJug in r| lluN lry book* issurij from 
iht best runU-m pdrary European prey**/' 

Th* jtMuriw* of An " faferait ih* AntJ.„ r BW | hi* pul>|. T iim, 

tJirijr liurt firuducc<] I, mprk of *r<w,t arlMlc valur «u,t *hjRrtiln^ lni.-rrtl.’* 

TAt Hhidm&iin Jtnitiri "CVrtflirity *n l«u»pittfig vuIuhjb which <,tuit*nt» wf 
tn4inn Art raimul prii-e loo high.'* 

** Really fociuatlng hook* Thm k mmh in Mr. Mehta'i 
Vwk which ii quite new. M 

Th$ Asiatic +h Mr, Alikin lint cot]cetetl u quimlil| of fttip foaterialu 

pBihllfthe-Ll before. Ho u m entire sympathy with hn aubject mad inmte Lt 
ts ilk uraiu] jfislgmenl, He irnM be inug miniated on n Vniunhlu rturi ubutJDii to 
tlhc literature uf Indian Ai 1* M 

7 A- JfwMfrtjf Piwf. "Thr fp'owins Interest in the art of our Empin mil be 
qtilokcned by Mr. K r f. pr net riling in fnilinr* i'umhnp. 

Mncli Eltwy mjteriui ii rfivun and mont of the beautiful [Uurtrtdlltal* oi-r publhlinl 
Eot Ihft first lliqo, 11 

Tftr l/f* .4,ft* jdtiitHqutt: "*TIiLh- bgaiiilful veJiinii; iloe* fatiiuubtedl 

Inmfjur I ft End tan [mbliiaticin. It hit* been printed! dth very prcjil i-nro aiaii 
iduilraled in jih irnprc^hiiltEc maiintT* tt fDiiiams i nede« of ^ri^ind tuouo- 
Cfiph,. tthlrh nre chronol^U-alJy nrrkB|lwL In * wimf + |l i«, B J T 
nod roaHfiiouliom work mui wro heartily euiiifmiulute the pubJUlieit.* 1 

Tfi * ^ fC,a#DT ^«nr ’ + lit Air. N, r r M-hln' - i^Uj Ubfiuutmx 

iruuk nf Moghul 4ad OinUu pumiin^- Lbtrc much wbhdl L> i|uilr new. 
\lt imutcnm .^f Moghul imiratjpg irfll w-oEromr Mr. MahtuS ^..utributiuiii to 
Ihfll kuimledgr af fwimiihn^ period nf OntmlAl «rtJ* 

n* .Ifb4^«fir ^fwrnhup,- vlj, each or ifuse itudira Mr. Mehta hrfcnn* 
firw.tjd it6» matwtjJ which nmk^s IhLl voltiniES hliijiprii^bk to Ik 4 tniiBnl. 
Sil> Swok L» ill Ik muru |iu|H7rbiiil b^^cm: nf the mimbrr and ■ n nlknrr of thu 

-priMJurtion*. WE have a but^k edltfuEy prednatf in ItHlU, whleb tl^li Mi* 

( 4 ‘s'mHnr wur]u lit T1 »p pubUdhcra devrrrc our warm, rtirigrat P - 

l- E'cn-. Ilia r ].x- thriii K reat rrwlLt-“ 

TA# JT^rru K#nrm/ “Hr- Mehta'* book haJi turned uut lo be m nnwterjjiteetf 
E f l hr h<M5k lirudlli tr'R uH. U i huT* fell a r*fe pttavive id hAmlling thifflu^laat 
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Tblumo anil In fiiriui^ tint Jl «! MADE IS INDIA. Illmlnln) with enpy,b 
rcprod acting ef pemUotfs lniimyitiy tu different period* *nd *i:hiysts., * ml 
C-JWtutttififi linn'll Vvllufcba ipformution an the subject-rtutti’r nf the book. 
ShaHf in htiiiam i , *tinlinf will lir tremircit by buth stud anti of urt nud by 
book-JoVer*. Wo canirralilWe the puldithrrt <MI their HWtroi in hrinpiijff w t 
*uch n volume. We a!«o eniurnLitljitc Mr. N- C. Mehu. who >■ kaAwn In *|t a f 
Mi «n nlih' writer. rollcelar. ntul CtnmeiKHmr in Iht Held of radhui let. on lilt 
A^hlrvcmupt m authttf of a realty fine book/* 

TCr " 31r. >t«htn hn* owned the fmttkudo ,rf even student 

q( Min tncKnn ml of fetotinsr Uy Mils aoiW. wrbnUriy. and « the gum? ti mD 
flinraetnrhLk'jilh modest. OofllrQmlJon In our Wwlrdyc at thut vmit uml 
subjet '1 . The book vrilli it-, wovjtfa Of illuntnkini'i. piLihlinllod in 
Ultra Clive nod imj.oMiig fern, by tho entered* in# Urm of Messrs. TaT*i'Dr«vnln. 
Iv " re “ ll y meincwebl^ IlmWk In tho hitfgrj ofirulicii publishing-. Wo reCom 
mt-«d it to ull f .’ii tie in who «! interested in the subject. null to ell , rollcirl on 
a( bindiema book*.” 

n * Mu fm, M*U: h+ Of waid ndvnnc* in ptmtamg mntmnU tar both 

liiKtOrfcal ami itllboUtiLl ntutly of p mUtiHy known region* and ^jwhi In 

Itidijin sirfc IhH book U m rao&t nncoillMyi ei^ cxaiujvJo, Mr. M«bt**fl Eugllib li 
v|gtirnu3 uni! dear* tho ntbitfliice Li ftttrartfwjj presented ami \% of Ihr utnual 
\mtmtuntr, The tf«t-bp iff til« book i* iirp«*lj. uid ptl£4 It lit fhn rank of first 
Cla^ prOdurlLDm that oto ME only useful fop tluOr caalnuU bill » jay ( e the 
■:yo and fteliiw- Tin- Author it to br irjirtuly congratulate on bis pyblk 
spirit lit pMbhsIiinr The frtnlu of bij rnthmUaie rwtiLrchc* | H the hiilory 
niirl i[u.n!ity I?f Indian ^nlinp arn! tbr publh ln^ in Daily to he? Ottiffratidntctf 
« 3 H thoir cntrrjiri^: ]n fiivui^ the bcfok to t|ia f^rliJ En Ml rich t form. |t 

be lli uvery public tlbmry arnl in Ilia library of rrcry School CrfilJi^c | fl 

lOilkn iLHEit thould bo widely known abr{Md P " 

Tks indmn - Tlir ^OrL is n»t only 4 sty 

frodiwed nlmnn. but b b rtql contfibutioo to our knwbitl^ of Indiati ift 
tharmln^y written by an ontliiuiulk ^hoEar. By lit pnbllcatjon, Mr. Mehta 
JnciTOto Ihr turnJBre of ^atllmtu of stDdrnt 9 of [hi!iah art to him. Wit 
ttoHiiraLtidatd Mr. Mchu on bh fMatHUNI produpll^. The i-aprwlnotKmi am 
PXCdknt aeifi me ictwr OUf un**lntod pmbe to tku coLuur Thi- fonual 

k dflli#hlful. W(i otiIj With rherc ^cr* morp »«ch bouin on tho fjiwin,ijn ff 
iuhjcsct of Indian art." 

Th* twliitm Arntl^mrp: im Tito book eoatnlnii Utreml rdcclkul rmrupl^ uf 
ibp Muprtml hcIhxj) mdlidnE^ phctqno t?y Abdul JiiL^m, ^faiL'uir i<pJ Blfthandm 
4tt*l “anHork* Btlh t^ha| l^n (hfl Cfllrft art of "fVbrl-GnrFjm .r qnd rtTinr Hindu 

painthof Ike riffJitreuth uuJ mnnstceatb Of tb* turlons plat . k aro 

Cannot ^nk too . n.:ail tpocixl alteniion may bti drftmn to the. r^-rrr,r nn .. 

liona of the finp frcico of ArdfomurUhter, of tlm pb;tcrc 1 "™™to Vihun. 
-irblith dtuilrixt^ tho ilret^ of tha porunl^ Abdul Mniv>r>\ bnlhick^Cnr t, ami 
U*Im$ * jwifcmtffd ^finite. R^unHy attvartivr »to a portrait of Juimp^ir 

ia iaitrt Mfo r and Goitrdbita'B ilndy of a m^onui. Among thn ^amajd^ fJEn 4 SLi 
painting af > Inter a Iff mint ba motltLOnci] Lhp Jnipur fdeturr of tlie ffam 
■und-'rf4i *n adcnrxlkla eq«rHirrin pnrtratt ^if Ttao Stillru]Et of Dottn, *ml Sample 
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fcf ilamiku i flk-Ut. Tile ho* berm prints! huJ ptihlkiiBd m IemIjii. fiudi’dWbi 
urtnl -™Ut on flTtryojtt—juUkor, printer anil fmbllftbtir—who h&t. ctmtrllmtciL in 
Ilf gH <x| url Jon < T * 

iAi t.r(rrlrr s ** A rmanrknhtr phxliidiDi by 11 gifted I net inn whirl] brtnp 
'** IiHhi -• :ilc *ip*t nmh-rliil Jn Mm- Splicer of [mllnn IVlnrlal AH. Ww tin not 
w litdi to cilSE tyIi-tt min ?, the piUuJiciifD ul the lHiistruliuni o; I be ^iulltki^ 

i.f Mr. ntmahla contribution to the literature on Art. 

will rant as * Manila hi mirk," 1 

• 

Tiw Indian fiMft*; * 1 W« CmfntuijLlt btata Ule 4uH»r HJitl th* publtllirra 
Ofl I hr product iou of ths* kimptuoufl volume* Apart frtsm the raedtciiec *rf ilj 
► emienb lhe r r Id something in the ityje and *cct-np *f the book which lltS^lftes 
llle m “ F «i ipjrrtrUlbpn *f Irate Icrrcn. Htnl rf the Idosl ration., „r C pih^hi L i 
here for the i'lmt h/ite," 

Thv tiiudimr "The lu-cJe u an *ntffttaj ftmUibnftiim to I hr nutijgci. ft h at 
Ihc tarnr time mi ftrnlij^l I bfll Ihoic wflh an t imnenlury knowlftlftti 

rail the luatfl tftmlniicie* tud pertikfci, Mr, N* C. Helil*. W noi xinSy 

«*hinTctl a n^iallsl work dhtplHyEng adunliflr rtm uad lawsurJi - he? ba,» 

writtrif Mnaic mcgnlkiit art criticism in lurid ttyte..Tins ruhmr |i!mI& are will 

chilli tud it J0i4df ^«ir ( "indl olhur-- {.S^vcntteiilh rajiturjr) ||ppr. |n iht 
ttiWndry/^ 

7 r A*> /jd^i'ert. Cb\H>*Icl*J if Mr, &1vhta rUf l*!* JlttfliJiliOII V * UtoJent of 
Indian Alt..Hr Selection of the plctoia ts f on tho whole, tLciu^hlful, All 
MpprccubJe number of the jnoiyr** arc of gramt artistic Emjwdjintc. Hln 
oban-THllon* on 1 im rfcii -h pv nuc! on treatment of dower- in ItfEJLaft fainting IITP 
nod might o lir.ftslfci to tinm*- una-t'ciiHlniiind to think of 

lhr irniTpr^il dementi, ht Arl. Mr- Mehta'i bon micou t ajriii |r piellmUiify 

and premise/" 

Th * Thm Ut**urv SwppUnt 41 Tint l*mk ahould br <.f ^reut ipftmit ami i 

TfllOc to fitisdf. 1 p?tof IndJnEi Art. Mr, Mdbl* ham the yiffc of prcianttnc mmiUit 
fiicla dfwij...Tbe rotonr ptam iliow work wbi«:H rombiui^ ffrent nubdiiy. 
fcf. In tbE: Hr*fivf M^drea, tnlk ftiiid g?jn:e —m In thelltfnrnf nf Cfitstiaf ftetn^rj. 

Hi* j uhlllllm arc lo btf OOOirratulatciJ bedh nn tjie quality of thtr colour ]ilat« 
nud on tho jirocltiotlou of tic book hi gVBBTklr* 

ra* Tn-fJi Ji Interesting not only in itself but also mi Ein ciAmple of wliut 
I-urdy toilian mterpriar t^rp Mltbiere In the way of produni]^ bciBtjfui hwki 1 ... 

W* „re n|it to fuj^ct tJiAl hi&iiL Jim #iu nrliitjr M nii rultiiral hl-tcHy njirniiLdg 
bmrk mflcll farther than ontlL into I he moroiu^ of (ho world, and Hr. MehU'i 
inTtame pfr a wdoomr reminder of th*i ofte^ffl^rttrn fact. Hte publlihtrt do 
hSn* hviMinr. fnr Enrupr certninjy cm:hi Tiot ikow A tnorr noble ommptq of The 
pnblbliLng ■rt ,+ 

i fa ^nwlaj Tartar* pi Vljhf f^ir The *Ac*llenrrr aod ra-Hty of Jli colour ^tnl« ■ 

■nd (of the h hdarly ernditipn of lh« tcitp Mr* Mehta'i voimau 11 lie mmt 
^IulJjJp uidiliOO \t* the btcfnlurr cm Indian art which Appeared for m-nny 
3™ - Abdul llnidjin'h. ** hsiloel CA#ri*i tr as:d other in*=S-rpitot* hy Blahmdai 
*m! Mantor Noqtiub revmd ihr dCniHh uf Art duriia^ thr reign of 
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Jahjinfftfi Allied by the iltI of hi* PubH-s-bers, Sir* Muhi^i given <ii 4 
MamUid hook which nirtlfutnllv itiCIfcfcink triir nppredMinn ind ■intlcT^tjimil.njr of 
I ml but Art." 

n* r (PJ"f MUltorrf fjiiuttf- "Thtc bixik lint Ucu uutcrml for the 

tMLity r-t EodJUJt Pa Mill fig, ;uh 1 ■>-. r lUcrcfwfl lltwriily ^rlcoim it ..Thr opeftlhu: 
*-JltpU±r '.»c| "" I'liT- PniSflTft Fn-novs .«f IUmmvuiaE“ Iiju much inter t*hfi£ 
iustwW asm) thu i n |ifodu£tlet.1 nf fcinttffl cnplc* id %&mc lliii frni 1 ^ give 
A ClCHT kit A of t li C iiC&EhfrtEP 1 writs r# f ihlS Upil |<rrlo«I of E CllJ I ;lJ 1 Ffl I m t hljt. pjThff 
(litipfiCT Hid 'Secular Fainting iu Gfcjrnt |i of rockier abb impM fiance 
frtrm the h Monad point i?t view,,/The tbcw* elaborate and fkgcliiftLiftg tectum 
ilf tho tHj^k I he * ■hitler tin the 11 CdHrUArt of Trhrli GwrhwnU" which 11 
kDuniknd«<.l by * larger dembw uf h<-H Avlcrlftl anil cAitutailed |trilded 
ie[)rO(iu<1teQS T Birth llie printer* Hid the pulllithm (Ifiicnu sinrtt-f: pmigF*hil*- 
lEnn- 1111 1 hi' ulmgiii I’niilil^ of Hit book, w Im.'li cDmpnr^^ very r'nmrilily 

c veui wrih Fiiropcmi |-u ttH ^1 Ih>t. of thr mijqo 

!\ uniV tWi' irwWjr,' J A stilltpluona tetania^ dudkpcmhlc for 
^tihlruta ur Ori'-Hlul Art tr+ . M Thfe *lndy of Mo^hnl nnd In-tUi. I^dnthrtf..j'rvi»|* i 
kn krll|iioii’ amt Cowl AfU 1 ^utlth of rulctrirad luvrltll j!=V>.'' 


JUST OUT? 

THE SPLENDOUR THAT WAS ’IND 

i BlrdVEye-Vksw of Urban Ciilliir* cud Cmlmllnn from tbr Enrhvtl 
’HniK to UlC Death of .Wmii^n-I} 

BY 

Prof. H- T, Shah* B-A. + B. Se. [Loud,). lfiir-al-I.-an. 
Foreword By The Mirqueit of /etUnd h G. C. S F 1., O* C. I. E. 

fFortiffti# Fori 0/ R&ftfildMkfiy) 

IHwiftifftl t itfi 11 UluitmHm* iu Ckfowr. Jtj U 

nn<f Fin Jfu/IA 

Untiled EdilUu Df Lu*f Nil Xv^l CJath Frl^c ft,. 

Timtt ii/ V off in**Wo sre ski own India from almost over* jwaiLlt 
1'Olnl r>f T^tT. The rcty iMpSum iJIujitrsit iniLH lire Mirny 

hm not hvm reproduced before P ntid ibe ^Qlogn^ln i™bt and 

lemjh!rrv urn roriiMj and bcootJ/ul. &L-¥criJ. re|irodtn K litm* in <v\twt +pf 

-.Mirlcj b> modern Indian arllst*, knrfndcpa Ibn "rfillitlr■" frooti^piwe 
“f the flodJcss of IJawu arn 1 'rikin*. ill Prof. Shuh'l |in^cs i2i- read nr 

will find iprewl befnr^ him Mir i^TqrtiFril ^olnlion of Inda/ur riiilurc frewn 
ifj! curb cal aMttrtlllwd begiaahLie tin lllr Pirchaie Sumkril of the V«li r 
Iljibiib. TLk■: uuthor aod publhirer are label in prodnciji^ 

sssth i sincere mid llspfu^ wtn-k n\ tfeia/" 
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./ MONUMENTAL WORK; 

PICTURESQUE INDIA 

A PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF THE LAND OF ANTIQUITY 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND INTRODUCTION 
DT 

MARTIN HURLIMANN 

Tliret* Hutidrtti <l ruJ Four Piiuiufiruvure I’lnL- ui Wimderfii! 
tfcjuuntatv of Iwdin’s Fast Grmtmrs*, Beautiful FplrndiiJ 

Mmutur*, GtjrgPdiih Tombs, ( hanuiua UWrfj.lU, M*ri-e1lous Fnrttfr*- 
linns 4mi Pluturti uf Various T^pe* of People. 

Size: I2TX9i\ Cloth Bound. Price Rs. 20 . 

fhr bciautiri uf this Tnitd of linq^lnutLon — IndJn — tjtnt tbc Author 
tu rernil to (El by iDfiatipx of m Rcrita of phnfagnF lit* ri-pf-rteiitatLoiw. Wc are 
led on m if m praetssioD. before n repbr pirtuff gallery of the world > boat 
artssti and KfilftfiCl* First wc see South Indus In all the glory of hor hrt^ nUm 
oulture and iiwhitcclnro. the gifanfcli- tettplcs: Ami towoni the tpifrjrfy and 
«dtrftpds| beauty of the ^lulaW CoMt wHth liar vir^iei fntfih a nil backwAtcrt* 
A AtriklBfl cosiirmt i? than prwenlftd to im in the picture! of the \nki iitid arid 
tabickidd of Deeoiti 11ml Again wo 940 tutJin ir hur glory. The 

rock-rut tn OfaiLilcrla ami tfmjilti o{ Karl I ant) KJ^ihnilLi, the FtiRgttifkeilt 

of IndiaV ttuij?nilu-£Ut hi otmiscnUt Purl aqil Jogotuuib. lU* fnvuuritr rev/fl of 
thyuaundi of pilgrim*; Hhu venturer* The pity of tlir Thtme-^d Temple. nittmied 
■ u'-J l. IwctLi if chr rnij&tLc Gan^s it enure*- lo vigjt which emil EUTof Worship 

Lftd i-aOfiflca to Gl- 4 VKwanalh h ike- rnd nmt imp i?f nil lijmlufs Ihe Towering 
frmititr EllOUiitflliif of IklrjrraUiig mid I bo mystorloo- Utld of Tlbat: the Hch 
ixtcruetfis Jjjflpnw of :hr Gnuget; E^hiuir with iU Grandio^: moimbitn areueiy, 
iti Colmirfr)} njetllioiiH arid KiEitiiRfJiPK edltioi^i the rrpriiiitiifqanti Oi Ml lli^ ■ 
lifinJdr II. *ith . womlerfnl hetlw. of aii.-ei ■ < ;m.* L : : tmfoli! n ronrplc-t* . ,rtnr.' 

of India uEkd liE>r m*ny peoples. 

n» ittmiiwlid ir^W*E */ MhK- ^Thki utigalfitrcot Election eeF photo- 
grnpbAi spLcudhlLy rcprorinceij on sir! paper Ml photogravure, farm* Otic of the 
miHt oloqw^t photographic Mtffeya <if this COM try tJtat has rvar twt-n 
published* lit Lb a [ntroJutUm Ik AiilJiilr ii>nTal ji^firs of inefnl 

reviPw of the history, ftrayxciphy mid rellpions of ludliw alt of which help the 
Traiiur totter to appreciate the pictures, For Eho itioro * mbit i um, Ilio arrange- 
JiL^Sst of the Ililx&lmXiM+i to flecon,i»kuCC with the author*!! journey it giten In 
full, an that II l-JUf In ItLr tamttf On the %nmn IktH- inighl ho followed ,p 

V /n Rhilpi ■ ‘ Fr nni ^rutuj - 3 to the Mu^bl ^!Lfder» il She hum r in Srinagar. 

we h|V 4 la till! iKNik the !H«t ou^lgndlug record!! fi f the p^t idm\^ uf loti In 
^ Jfe ■mthfidnurf D f il lamefq, and tUm ftrfniahJng miimpradiablp 
«* UK tltalily of a AlUort which, unhappily fur Imiin pdit|o«| 
ooudiktab, roqulrtd rind Lention/ 1 

*/ lAi f/irfDricui tphnlO^T^|fcll!l =ife very 

orttitle and hesutifiillT ropriHlured. Thu price, Rj. SHI,!-, m not rtUL dive fur l 
hook whirh at the gnme time plwurc and huprlratiMii'* 
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V I C T U R E S Q C E INDIA 


7'Aii Tint* of India *—'"Qnr of Uin boil <imi the moat afnbilfnii- pkLuHal 
lepresuntalioua of India, N + e efforts have been JLjjnrcd to hulk a Lhe FhotoAmpby 
tiS iliistuiguubrd m» posrfblt, amt tho printing \m crinkle,’' 

Thw Staff imam ' k Th\* Fbstogimpfiit Slirvei of the IjijjcJ of antiquity at 
oar* ewpturc; thti beauty of India mul illubtmt£g her souk Thu Inifglit at hi 
I iTnasimiTinli: nrtluLry *if lJr. ran absorbs tiro interest of thfl reader—Ih 

tracing ihc MJk of lb* Gamete. Tlie SitU-Elea arc remarkably ImpmiiKi AH 

ill ilH It h -I COIOpleto l^iliur llliLO picture of I mHn . " 1 

Thf f!v rW =ry CJ r .-^-rti^;--- , Ovrr three hundred frtctflrra Iwlind* ihu rnn^r 
of Ilf. |I jii?lioj 3 LFLiii*s PJirttugrapliie Surrey, He ItnJ |[ivi:u ui RmJklsp 4 »hkli 
ran not be actompl fcstud by a mechanical rnmnlpuliUiHi of 1 .hr Photographic Irm. 

Not ouo of t li m :rol Ftuto^rnpliii bn* been vitiated by the harkuuyerl tlcw-fkdinf 

Ilif hkirrleil fonri'it.. He rt^Tenb hi* nnmif1ijknb]i' tY'irkuniic.bip rojipoTuive to 
ilieeI|iluLud urdihc pm-eupfion, fit* I a L rod ucl nm Li vnlimhlc for It* graphic 
analyai*, T'h« publisher* hive cl Emplaced Wrsfit nnJ riitcrprLje liatSit-rfcr. ppuiU- 
catty unknown « undreamt nf in India/' 

TJtfi Hindu fuV-rary Snpphmet'* w^A futtlfn I fluent publlt alluii. A picture 
record of Indies ancient elrtlEnntSoas. the monumenti of her art. Ilia iptattfingj 
i^f ojsea. Iho riot oF colour *nd imagery/* 

Thf Vit/nwr :--"Au Ideal gift. TliO beauty of Uio 3l>l LlJiMtretbHi* 
fur ibn-jf, A book which will rrmnli; to lt« fortniuir owner n ticrrr-ondmg 
arUin-c i#f pleasure ±iul delight/ 4 

T/o hmfrr: “Thu author ajFE« tried to illi^tmtu Iho eotil of Indin, Ail 
kntcrcvtlng amt valuable addition to any library. I!r 

Th* iiuHm* MUiel pictorial rcpm^'nl'iLion of llur gfurlts 

" f tthclttht Indin, hand omi-Ey prod til aorl nunj^lUHlliy bflijmS. An cloquoitf 
LnbiJl- lii llir profmiinl thought of Italia. A ildf kI»IM Tolnmq -rhirb must rnuf 
room nil efitri acBLlrturui \ tibia." 

't% Dr. Mfirtih bus fUKLutauAlj shewed v.lmc may Ho 

f.nUL-ai giiiilpi^ln;and h>* prmlueed n n-onilcrfol piootHuia/ 

TA* l?upi/ui “Tho mofit bonutiful produLTtioo of 1U type we have 

Tht mMdtutam — " U bn* truly ur^nhlri-tir rtwk rtf art. wb|«h It 

i€ ri tmirre urgitnuiur plcmurc to look into/ 1 

Thr iCvpitm:—* r lt Lv t^lflffl lot fto anno mxcres f«ueh an excellent 

[Oelkiro hook glifbiF * jemonmiU vie* of Indiari Art iml Ufa, The plctnrnqar 
CiJrofdi inf fill!tail Art ftrui Life llare :e3tioni bc<u eutrej. 1 p. 14. 1 J tu a.liu 1 Hitt!I ijiii if.iu. 
Ot the camera wjlls auch ffngular >hCC«^ Tin pliDti^rnphs a ?c aillhtreble 
mul arr ^xcdkikUy reprnrfncMl npsl itir |imltty Jif reproduction riuinot bu too 
highly p^rai-ipJ. It i * 1 n luagnlftcml n3limit* inlclllp.-rnily drftigxr^ um\ akilfuby 
ocfihmpliflLifd^ which ihmilil b* pieced ti^ . iU tdcnj K ifl Ww,<k in Hi-- hand* uf 
ill lorere nf India * 81 

VAr Timt* LiHrar? f ^«ndoiw>.'— 1 “Tti- -*r riiitacrou* photcgnpll^ . 

- l]| ^^7 4lfi|ftiU y lakciL Hud ckurly rcprodnci^l, certainly pr^jdc a ffjrii ,.f 
ihc pm l iir^mc if In Uik tL’rm t.wn be incluifril beth Iwd nnd uLisrc ijclitt: 1 si 
a«aOCluhnira / 1 
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" 4 BOOK BBBVrtem. .IS i> .1 BOOK Of BEAUTIES " 


WOMEN OF INDIA 

By 

OTTO RGTHFELD, F.R.CA, l.c.4. 

Willi Fatl-p^c Llu&Uilloita In Cotnur., mwl Caret Deai^n by 

Rao Bahadur M. V* DHURiANDHAR, 

£j|« J , if/ -ffrl* /b>-M*ury. 

Edition Do Luxe (Size; IU X Price: Goth Its. 20, 

Popular Edition i Siatc: 8" X BJ"'I- Price: Rs. 1L 

Lis: of Coloured Plates:—A Romluty Lilly; A Fillnit 1 Tmhlij: 
WitcMiprlftr I'mm Aimi^dfiUd : Sweeper; Fisher Wumnn Emm SuuJ; 
Mumlmgn Artisan from Katbiawad; Fathnu Borah Lady from 

Surat; V Brahmin Lady mdng to the Temple? Ymm Jodhpur* A Mill* 
Hand; A Milmr Woman; Lady from Me^nr; Uaj|i>ut Lath fn^in Cutch; 
Mabt*tU Lady; A Suit Lady; Mussulman Lidy of Northern IwlL*; 
From Hurrim: Lady from Mysore; A Southern Endmi Type; Bengali 
ijdyj A Nngar Beauty; Jain Sunt Hhtlm Jjidy; Khoja Did) nf Bombay; 
Mernen Lady Walking; Farsi Ftodi inn; Dyer Girl in Alimedahad; 
Mo^nlnaii o Wdatiir; Catubav Type; Tilt Milkmaid; A Fishwife ul 
Bombay; Toda Woman in the Nllgms; Good D immit; Uhil Girl; Denver 
in MUwptir; ‘ilu^nlman Sauteh Girl; Bauecr fruin Tanjorr, NiUHii ut 
Kaiiara: Glp*y Woman; A Gurkha N Wrk; A Gtbnpive at & iWr in 
Gujarat; A Widow in the Deccan: A Woman of tbr Utyltcd FrnvLiices; 
In tbr H.i n;n Galley id Kashmir; A Denizen of the Western Gbaht; 
A Working Wonwn at A j mere; Born Beside rise Sacred tUvcrs* 

Mr. Hothfcld is ivcll-knuwn an an original writer of great ehami 
tmd flower, u r ho*c itodcs of 1 nrfiaii life achieved Immediate aucetfi*- 
to this book lie glres a graph h- and pictiiresqiiL account uf Lidum 
vumen of all castes and creed*—tbrir tiotsn- life, their charm nod 
pawer, their manners and (heir dillj work and minutf-menls 

thrir and Impe* p their mental development* their ntstu* In wwirty 
and the influence they excfci»e on Indian lift in i^Tiernl. 

The IlliiitmtiouLF are hemitifulh executed in culmar* friitn life 
Aliment tug *\\ the primiiinl typer, anil irr printed on thick :jrl prijHT, 
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W O M E N O K t M O I A 


Th* fingUthmw. ,+ tlrrr is another |fi#l book of UreAtfag <-hhnu mid e<m*- 
liieuiHb merit. No mouey buciu* in Iihyu bqeo ypqrnl oh inekin# tilt Ikwk 

ihortiy^hly repm^mlnfiTO rtf the Wmisiisih-vo-S of Ihe myrirtfJ of Imil-i. And 

It !■ m L'l*' L^crlufu umiMJipt the wvmvn of lu+iu Uinti iiMCCi^Kt the iuou It jt oik 
t liilI i- •. - tin KTCal i.ti vcnfcity trf r»rc fcttd CU-Mmn tfkftt tnftk- - I ridiii h* fascinating 
.im! vi.-i '-f ImRhinj it problem. Mp. Rotlifrld writtnj HUni-crtiistfiy .mil iviiJi wide* 
■ i iii! in.% iir i"■ harm I*d£c I'f tbr iTtimr’ii oJ Itictin -1hr- marrli|^ irufctx.mu, the ImHi-i 
t Liei Ihi! cuUkllir anil n.irfcSaie mill nUuri£lijjil ho I Ifop 

iJiiiiiijUii; fnrh EtuS, cicelJciiI mid Inf iftmni; ii.l the letierpriri-^ L . ill. |i;tL ilcl^uI 
of the volume i* the fory Innumber nf coloured I* ick -mEI. 

which n-proilnc* the mmm of ita ritfformrt race* end with fcmartablo 

fiiWlb* end with h flan- ft fulfil tif doiir> Thru* ■ 4 * 1 e* Rtit une A tfMfcl 

idea of the lyof Indian waman mid of tbek tiaiiofui) drew whjejj from Hu- 
Kud of 1 1 id a it to the IVrsC and frota Ibc Snrth to the South - hut tnn greater 
ivLnat^hiEM Lelilu Mir fuEiidin of Kurujw, The track 13 not only -t very suitable 31 ft 
bwk |l I* !ibtt u valuable- ..‘fustfihiiikiii In Luriiim hlmftrn^ 9 ' 


jrrr tfur* 

WOMEN IN MODERN INDIA 

A C'ollectiea of F^rtetnl: Papers ulf CVml it ihuteri 
h\ ItidiRH Wdoiflo-Writiiii ami 
dculinji frith Ulfl vurtoiEft 
ftfspcoLi of woman's 
ciHBimlpatlnn 
in Ihilm 

Collected! ami tiiltfil U> 
tivclp C. Gd|«, end Mikheu CJinJm 
FwrvurU By 
Sdrujint Smitfu 
1 Prks ff.t. t. 

COStXESTS:—T hk Status Woukx is India; I'wntr* Rauaxai ; 
Hauabai Kax mm: : flKtoU.ccnoNN «k S<k:iai. I'jwghess is Gi jahat. 
Suva Eauan and Omni Social Work ls Bomba i : Srirtit 01 tvpiv. 
Women is Medic At Work; lurKDWuss ..>- Women's LVii.lioes : 
l ate*ary achievements or Indian Woues : !%ujax Paiktiko ; Mtsic 
ok SiiAiiJb-Sm; Women in the Law; Medico^Social Woke; 
Maternity and WtUttK Work in India ; Puroaii ash FcstUSr 
Oten’inos ron Social W'ork. 
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TARA POREV ALA'S BOOKS OF INDIAN INTEREST 


INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEMS.-B> Sit P- S, Stranwy 
AJyr*. K.t1K.L* C.].E.. Ertlreri Member of the Eccriitirc Cotm'EL Minimi* 

Rir 7-W. 

THROUGH 1NDJA WITH A CAM ERA,-A Huiuiml Phnlotfraphie Vie** 

%nf Hi Fruri iMivCih^ aoR Natural nvty 4ti iutf^ItjcCion by Sir T. \V.Arnol<]. 
Xl, M.A-* A till (Slop of 1 1'rtuichinjr of hW, etc.? i^ti a Felknv 'if llic 

UftlTttriHy of .MtnhmbitJl stnrj ihti Punjab. Fftjhtr Cover Ks. 4: Oath bourn) 

INDIAN AFTER* 1 IWEE STORIES. HA CeOireiion S 4 t> 

V«ttoj Stories)- Bx A- £, P. Ayy.-ir, 3LA- (Oiu*->- LC.S. Vnll* Prices Each 
I Ik. 4, 

SENSE IN SfL\. AMJ OTHER PIQUANT STORIES OF INMAN 
WOMEN. -By A- S. P. A; : .jip. tt. \, (0&OS.I, LCJ5. lEa. L 

20itOASITtJAN RElJGlflN AND CT STOMS. - By »™i Hbmtefjl 
Mdubllii RhEsnii hu. With an I nt rod net inn by Di. JiTnnji Jaraslinljt At-octi. ILA»» 
FH*U-h C.I.H. A miflncl ami Iqdsl ncfoimt nf Iht cuiiEIbI plcnipiilj of 
Ztfrafihli&km, including * ^hcw! liLatarj uf ZoTiiatlcr amt hli jiFrklecEiinrt. Third 
Eil i I luii r rt-tluid WMl ettJiirlfe^ Rs- 5L 

THE KERNS OF BOMBAY*-IVj K, Utatttr* S, J, P Pil D.. F-L*S., 

f'ror^Hiir nf Union}-. S! Bwiih.iy, amiEL I - 4 + AJfliH4a T lhA„ 

fl.Sc. ■,Hs>SS,i r j 1 1- ^- - — i- of jk.pjLv, Hr. Collc^f!, Rmulftiv. With :.* 

culourcd ailij U ITiilL Tuiig pLnlcfi hrul 13 fcrat^iyuruu Tls. 7'fl* 

BOMBAY THROUGH A C\MEftA.-A h Album tmbfetajr I'M Vk« ■ irf 
Bombay. Ult|i IMilton. tit. L 

THE SUBSTANCE OF INDIAN FAfTIL—By Aiton BiAlttWlIn LG-A* 
Author of 4 *ln»ri|tfniiH on Unt Cnjiptt Flute* unit Stmin rn Nullum RiitricC\ 
h ‘Snmc Mdm« unit "The Southland* r>f Siva . R'h. 4. 

A PLEA FOR OPEN-AIR SCHOOLS IN INDIA.—Ry S* C. ChutliirjL 
B-&L\ k Ij.Ti I All-' 1 , M-EUp iLcml I. r.ecttn-ir, Oaverptm*nt Training CnUetfu. 

Ajmer* Aulhrrr df "Fhyitktl Eilom hun M . “School IfyKimiG ll v "A Tcal-B^k of 

Physicist Training\ *tfv Re- I-*, 

CHITOR* AND OTHER PORMS^-ntw^Tiiie Poems at 1n<lin"n thti tlmi 
Dri^L B} Miyttsi Slimier Lai Chonlm. Fuffeword bj P^f. h. K. Spc^L 
P*fflAJlU Itulvenlty* Hyderubml rDccrani. Edihur. l.muTnl to Cp>|ilia 
4Ptllj P R*- 4. 

HISTORY OF INDIAN CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE.- By R. K* 
Diulfccilriiijj. M.A- AKifrl mt Ffofts.iirprnf EvtmoiniM unit Shrtoty. iJf-rrJ^ 

I I lege, S a^j.! ir r \ Late hllltfw, RntymU , ' li«nis«y Mi. 

PEAS ANT-FCIOFR1 irrOESH IP IN INDIA.- By mfesikir 
Uattjfl* M.A.. A.H.A.C. (CirtiAPfttcrt, f^4i^ of Anfienlliitt■ 1 E- 

CulFiifft-'n SlbfHirr', mtuJ formerly IVlndpal. CttltlaflTing tWjle^t- ’*■ 

EIE3II*:N p ES OF INDIAN COMPANY LAW.—By Sobrah R. Uatnr, 

Fride%nl mid Fotiod^r «T Wam.'r^ CcRcgv nf ramnierte. La^r 
Amt Ej 4ukiHpT- Bvinbuy. fwcc-jul Filj.1 lchi. R.-. 

I I 




TAB A PORK VALAIS BOOKS OP INDIAN INTEREST 


ELEMENTS OF INDIAN I1EIPAMHLE L.\W.-Hy Sobrib H* E 
Bar^l-Lrur. etc, Fifth FfRiloa* Ri, lU- 

BY-WAYS OF BOMBAY.—Bj S- U- t T V,0.. LC-S-, Ui* 

Cii-tuxiptt^ioncr of Pallet, Bombay, Wstli RlUfatrulioCu Rpecimll) dnva fu* tin? 
Edition by M. V. UhuriiEEiJhu. Head iMwter + Sir 1. J. ziL-htxri of Ait, Bombay. 
StvuniJ Edition, 1U> in. 

INDIGENOUS INDIAN BASKING.-By \L S. G«bb«y r CAfcCJJU 
IjLti- CnotTcJUr of Ciif renry mnl 3 ‘.nr.i ib~>n 1 Stcretarv t<« the Government of Indil* 
Ri-, Ht 

THE HYMNS OF ZOROASTER USUALLY' CALLED THE GATHAS-- 
h» She Ftfil Time I>isi-u¥frr« to beDupJjna^ Bio&'ntpji it* Pt-rnmwl aucI Priestly* 
TfnfHluted with Intfodau-lldfh nod NoU= by K. S. UimM Outbrtt, Heveidcr ncui 
IfcaaiUiflf of Flotinm. Kt tr E*, JO, 

SLtLTAN MAHMUD OF GHAZNI.—A Study* By ikWm*d HnbLb, B.A, 
M-L-fei Pnrfteicr of HUtcry anti Politic, Muslim IXnffmHy, AH^arli. 


HAZRAJ AMIR KHUSfiAU OF DELHL^IIy .Miih-iu- iijjuI H^LlIi, it.A. 
fOsoiM, M-LCw, etcr, fc a . ^ 

WTEE 2 U 3 ND TRIPS AROUND BOMBAY - Ry End Vvrry Stacnrtr* 
Btmwiptlam and PbrtoKncjito by tL R. Hildreth. R, \ R* T i *„ 


OF LAE-rS KMFIRK OF T1W Gft HAT \J0GfJl_-A T«m 1**I« by Prof- 

P ; Iff ‘S' ' 1‘ 11 ' ,!ST S " V** CM ^‘ - W„t.d by 

rtor. S- N* Bauerjre* M.A., Mobindrji Codi-fye. P-t iiki- jJ r j(, e R*. 


STUDIES I S INDIAN RURAL ECONOMICS.—By 5. K«W J^„. 

of »■ *■ »• Ttir NW* C 4 k*e. Hyderabad UW,J. 

"“'“f boutetllne F.cua«enk Su.eeJ officer With (Jj, 

I'.!"- *"■ 


JOURNAL OF INDIAN ART.-Contalnm* Hundreds of Plulta, Plain and 

, ** Bpd Jn P" rt * f «“ »W* l« 1916. CwdnioSnji AntigrtUttra Contrh 
bntiun .1 on U.r Indntiri.lArtj and CrafU, ArebiUeturr, nto. in Jndl,. by B.r-ocd 
X L. Nipphn*, y. A, Us*[■!(, H*iky and ,,11, rr,, R^uhfnU, 

I Hus tinted by up-ardi vf . .. i ft idrer 9nil Gq]J b , 

Gnpjfsl n „d Mb albert, af Potter,, Eban.tJ,, SiU,„ U ltl ,„, r W[jrka . Bo(jk B i nrij(lj . 
lTar.es. Embroidery, ate. J’rk', Eacb Part fo. 9-', (Ccaplrtr, |„t of Journal, 
fieftt free on of>pJidn11Cin i. 

HINDU J^OGAlfy.- A Sytemati, Study t.f Hindu Marring 0 nt»ide tba 

Golnip liy Jin. % a Kariintlikif. M*A. R* s 

THF CHARM OF ROMBAIT.-Ry K. K E.rk^ with a by 

H, F-. Lord Willioiidan. G.CM.K,. Crtt-tix* of BflmUay. Popbla, pd. Ba. 9-H 

THH WORKING OP DYARCHY fS* INDIA, (I91S-I99«1.—By "K«raU 
IW tK. M. Punitluwl, Ra. *. y 

THK TALK OP Tilt. TL‘LSI PLANT, AND OTlIKR STUDIES-By 
t. A. Ki—l.i, C.V,0„ 1.C-S-- AutW of-tba Outlie uf Kathi ■■The 

Indian Heroes , tie. New and ReTl.Jrdj Etlhiao. liJnHrelrri. Ri, 




TA RAPn iU-V ALA S BOOKS OF INDIAN INTEREST 


SHRI KRISHNA 01? DWABKA, AND OTHER STORIES--Dy C, A 
Kmr^jd, C.VkO., I.C+S-. -Sc. 1-S* 

LORD HASTJNOS AND THE, INDIAN STATES. By Dr. Mohan Slab 
MfHU+ MiA rt LTf B-- Fb..D..* Bnf.^t'Lar, by Sir P. 

Aiyor* FLC.S.1.. C.LE, Rv 1ft. 

ENDOW E-TAX IN RELATION TO ACCOUNTS.-By P, R* MetrJ.int, 
I- pS^.LA f'T fclig GsvtrnmrrnJ nf lndii\ t Income-Tux Depart in nit, tSemlm. 
Tllird Edition i9>- Th««*bJy FltTbad, CdsrtLrfex^bEy Knlnrfycd and Broofhl 
lipHEn-dqle. Gotlj UontitL Kj. h-L 

Malaraii and thk poetdguese*—B etnjj * Hijt^ry of the 

*if The Portns-ETtiio With Mi Sober frons 13CW) tq 1*33, By K. M- Paoiktar. B.A, 
(D\ttN,). Bur.-At ^K, Author ef "Sim Hanhn of Kafttimj" ^IT- Foreword by 

LUuL-Cfll. Sir IticWd Ciinne Temple* W\. CJ„ U.LR fc . KB, A.. P.S.A*. 
Editor, ^Th* Indian Antiquary**, Royal •jvo. Sire- tPfth Ra, b. 

SHI^f HARSH A OF KAN AO- --A MonojpTkpk 'n* the History of Indi'i in 
Iho Fin I (mLF of I hi: Uh Conic ry A C- By K- M. faiilkkar. H.A. (Oxw.J. 

Author of’introdnctiDD tftlbe RiMum of Indian State* with the Gor Pmm onl r.r 

tndbi*% etc. R>. A^t i. 

THE COMMERCIAL POLICY OF THE MOOULS.—By l>r« D Pant 
B- Com. 

SEX PROBLEMS IN' INDIA.—A Scientific Exposition of Sei Ufa itmi 

*™* vtirien* M Hiring’? Cittern* prevdllng’ in India frOtfi lime i rci RiflluCTi a I to ihtt 
d*}. |J) X. S. phAdk^i M-A.. ProfrKfif Menttil und Moral FhtToMpliy T 
RajKFnm f allege, Kolhapur. Foreword by M*rpTc! S»n^Cr k President. Th# 
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